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From the DC’s Desk

Dear Readers,

The Frontline Demonstration in Agricultural Extension has
besn one of the prime drivers of accelerating agricultural growth
in India, Acknowledging thiz fact, the extension system that i3
traditionally funded and governed by Public Sector 15 now
hybridized witnessing pluralistic/multi-agency extension system
catering to the wide range of demands of stakeholders.
Notwithstanding, the extension education and technology delivery
system has been dynamic to keep pace with the changing and
growing needs of broad-based extension approaches. In the whole
process of agricultural development, hamessing advances in
frontiers of science in selected priority areas with larger spin-off
benefits by focusing
on basic and
strategic research
also assumes signi- = °
ficance. Eventually, =
we continue to
search for
alternatives wherein |
innovation and g
incubation plays a &
vital role. Thus,
there fs a need for
paradigm shift in
extenslon research from predominant focus on diffuslon and
adoption and communfcation to multi-faceted cross thematic
sectars,

» Renewed KVK Establishments
Sofl-and-Water Testing labs for 195 Krishi ¥igyan Kendras

(KVKs)
Rainwater Harvesting Structures for 183 KVKs

Minimal Processing Facllities for 221 KVKs
Carp Hatchery for 85 KVKs

Integrated Farming System for 509 Kvis
Solar Panels for 100 KVKs

Technology Information Units for 434 KVKs
vKVK and KVK net for 555 KyKs

51 specislized KVKs

Miconutrient Analysis Facilities for 60 KVKs
Mini-Seed Processing Facility for 119 KVKs
Four new ATHCS




The Indian Council of Agricultural Research is
strengthening the Extension Research and Education
in the country through its new ventures including
remodeling and equipping Krish Vigyan Kendras. Farm-
led extension and market-led extension activities have
been oriented to augment production with farmers’
income. In this process, the role of institutional
innovations would be critical in the context of changing
agricultural scenario to reap the benefits of emerging
opportunities. As the Frontline Extension System of
ICAR, the KVKs (642) are striving to strengthen the
technology adoption for climatic adaptation amongst
farmers. The Union Cabinet recently approved ¥ 3,900
crore for strengthening

Agriculture, as not only as a profession, but also as a
provider of employment opportunities through
secondary agriculture and services in agriculture.

At household level, it is realized that direct feeding
interventions for ensuring nutritional security may not
be cost-effective and therefore may not be sustainable
in the long run. As complementary to such
interventions, there is growing emphasis on
agriculture-based interventions in the form of bio-
fortification and nutri-rich varieties to improve
household nutrition. Incorporation of nutrition agenda
in agricultural extension strategies is required to
frame nutrition-sensitive

agricultural extension in the
country with a provision for new
KVKs in remaining and newly
created districts (121);
establishment of Integrated
Farming System Module;
Technology Information Unit;

Mini-seed Processing Facility; | zo be symergized.

Convergence among the partners of
pluralistic extension is also a key issue | for
for future extemsion perspective.
ATMA  provides
convergence, but integration among
the stakeholders like line departments,
KVKs, NGOs and private players need

extension approaches and tools

efficient technology
sharing.
the desired
Convergence among the

partners of pluralistic extension
is also a key issue for future
extension perspective. ATMA

Rainwater harvesting Units;
Soil-and-Water Testing Laboratories; Micronutrient
Analysis Facilities; Minimal Processing Facility;
Portable Carp Hatchery; Operation of e-Extension; e-
Farmers; Specialized KVKs; ICT in agriculture including
mobile and web platform, Farm Innovation and
managing unforeseen calamities; infrastructure
strengthening like boundary wall, power support and
farm equipments.

Agriculture enterprise in the country is now becoming
more diversified, technology intensive, knowledge
intensive and more demand driven. This requires the
extension personnel at the cutting edge level to be
master of so many trades, which involves multi-
faceted skills. Role of knowledge system and
institutional mechanisms for input supply, credit, crop,
livestock insurance etc., would therefore be important
in reducing both risks and uncertainties to attain the
much needed resilience in Indian agriculture. In this
process, ICT-enabled extension is more effective in
meeting the information needs of farmers and other
stakeholders by ensuring timeliness and precision.
ICAR Initiatives like agropedia, KVK-Net and vKVK, and
Farmers Portal of Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation and Farmers Welfare have proven
effective in capacity building of farmers and extension
professionals. With growing concerns on achieving
climate resilience in agriculture, there is a need to
provide growers with assistance and access to the
latest in management practices that improve farm
resilience. In these efforts, the KVKs implementing
the Technology Demonstration Component of the
National Initiative on Climate-Resilient Agriculture
have registered success stories. Extension need to
facilitate enhancing their access to inputs to improve
efficient participation of women in agricultural
activities while reducing drudgery and improving work
efficiency. Skill development of rural youth is our target
to help improve our confidence in transforming Indian
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provides the desired
convergence, but integration among the stakeholders
like line departments, KVKs, NGOs and private players
need to be synergized. More of ‘Collegiate
Participation’ is important now-a-days, wherein the
role of researchers is to facilitate the farmers to
become planners, executors and evaluators. Ownership
and responsibility are equally distributed among the
partners, and decisions are made by agreement or
consensus among all actors. KVKs emerged as unique
frontline extension innovation in technology generation
and dissemination. A few new programmes are being
implemented such as ‘Farmer FIRST’, ‘Student
READY’, ‘ARYA’ and ‘Mera Gaon, Mera Gaurav’ to
effectively manage the human resources in agricultural
sector. A recent and notable intervention i.e. KRISHI
DAK (Postal Agri- Extension) Model has changed the
face of agricultural extension for effective outreach.
This model uses the village postmasters as change
agents for information sharing and technology
dissemination to the farmers that enabled ‘farmer-to-
farmer’ seed sharing. KVKs in the respective region
gives technology backstopping and necessary training.

Farmer Farm Innovation Resources in Science and
Technology (FIRST): Extension coverage is important
for effective technology dissemination. The ICAR is
performing this role through nationwide network of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras mandated for frontline
demonstration of new technologies. In order to
improve the technology dissemination ‘Farmer FIRST’
is contemplated to enrich farmers-scientists interface
for technology development and application with the
primary objective to take up technology development
based on feedback with the participation of various
stakeholders specially farmers. The initiative will focus
on: (i) Enriching Farmers-Scientists interface, (ii)
Technology Assemblage, Application and Feedback, (iii)
Partnership and Institution Building, and (iv) Content
Mobilization.



Attracting and Retaining Youth in Agriculture
(ARYA): To make agriculture and rural professions
intellectually stimulating and economically rewarding
to enable to attract and sustain rural youth in
agriculture and allied sectors, ARYA programme of
ICAR proposed in the Xll Five- Year Plan is to build
capacity of rural youth through special programmes
and projects including ‘Learn while You Earn’
programme; develop a comprehensive policy for
development of youth in rural areas and recognise the
requirements of the new-age farmers and endeavour
to fulfill the same. The KVKs will provide training to
youth below 35 years of age in different professional
skills related to agri-business, help them prepare their
project reports and provide some seed money to help
them start their own ventures. A total of 10,000 youth
will be covered in the first phase.

Student Rural Entrepreneurship and Awareness
Development Yojana (Student READY): It is a skill
development initiative to strengthen students with
skills, so as to enable them to tackle global challenges,
and to improve both their employability as well as
ability to set up a venture.The programme has been
incorporated as an integral part of the undergraduate
curriculum skill development in agriculture and its
allied disciplines. This is an all-inclusive approach to
strengthen the entrepreneurship development scenario
in the country which will be competent, quality
conscious, market savvy, innovative and with globally
competitive entrepreneurs. The programme will
attract youth towards agriculture and allied sector and
such ventures, when established will help improve
economic conditions in rural areas across the country.
The Student READY programme consists of three
components, namely, Experiential Learning, Rural
Agricultural Work Experience, and In-plant Training.

The programme has been conceptualized for building
skills in project development and execution, decision-
making, individual and team coordination, approach
to problem solving, accounting, quality control,
marketing and resolving conflicts, etc. with end to
end approach. About 25,000 students annually shall
become ready after graduation in agriculture as skilled
manpower, confident of nurturing the spirit of
enterprise.

Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav: To have effective
implementation of ‘lab-to-land’ programme in large
scale for taking technologies to the villages, the
agricultural scientists will visit at least one village
every month and interact with the farmers to have
solutions pertaining to farming practice. For this
purpose, a central scheme named ‘Mera Gaon Mera
Gaurav’ has been put in systematically.

Overall, agriculture in India will continue to play its
traditional role of producing food, but also generate
employment and income opportunities for a sizeable
population in the foreseeable future. However,
achieving zero hunger goal in future will be a daunting
task due to changing demography, growing
urbanization, rising incomes, changing food
preferences, dwindling land and water resources; and
above all, the impact of climate change. It is only
through the application and outreach of new science
and technology in agriculture that the country would
be able to achieve its mission of a food- and
nutritionally secure India.

J—

(S.Ayyaphén)
e mail: dg.icar@nic.in

ANNOUNCEMENT

L. MEMORIAL AWARDS (6 Nos.)

II. ENDOWMENT AWARDS (2 Nos.)

a citation and a silver plaque.
Il. RECOGNITION AWARDS (6 Nos.)

II1. YOUNG SCIENTISTS AWARDS (6 Nos.)

National Academy of Agricultural Sciences
invites Nominations for different Awards for the Biennium 2015-16

The nominee should be a distinguished scientist above 55 years in age. The period of assessing the contributions would be life time
up to the year of nomination. Each award consists of a citation and a silver plaque.

The award will be given to outstanding scientists for their contributions towards ensuring (i) food and nutritional security, and (ii)
over all contribution to agriculture. The nominees can be from any branch of science relevant to agriculture. The awards comprise

The awards would be given to distinguished scientists, in the age group of 35-55 years, who are Fellow of the National Academy
of Agricultural Sciences. Each award consists of a citation and a silver plaque.

Scientists below the age of 35 years are eligible for this award. Each award consists of a citation and gold plated silver medal.

For details, please visit Academy web site at www.naasindia.org or write to
the Executive Secretary, National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, NASC, DPS Marg New Delhi 110 012,
Tel. (011) 25846051, Fax: (011) 25846054, E-mail: nass@vsnl.com

Last date for receipt of nominations in the Academy is 31 March, 2016
NOTE: Self Nominations are not acceptable.
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WORKSHOPS, MEETINGS, SEMINARS,

CONFERENCES, SYMPOSIA

Sustaining Hill Agriculiure in Changing Climate

Agartala, 5 December 2015. Hon'ble Governor of
Tripura, Shri Tathagata Roy, inaugurated Mational
Seminar on “Sustaining Hill Agricultre in Changing
Climate’ at Pragna Bhawan. Shri Roy focused on
agrarian economy in hill and mountains, forestry and
agriculture and ecosystem of hillz for producing more
food grains with ensured supply to the people of hills.
His Excellency, Governor of Tripura distributed Soil
Health cards among the farmers of Tripura and
Meghalaya. Dr 5. ¥. Ngachan elaborated achievements
of ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region in recent
times ard the proactfve role undertalen by IAHF.

Farmers-Sclentists interaction was also organized
under the chairmanship of Dr P Das (Former DDG,
ICAR) amd Pheromone Traps were distributed among
the farmers.

Recommendations

« ‘Zera Carbon - Zero Poverty’ goal should be the
motto with special emphasis on resolving the socio-
economic issues of the farmers, skill upgradation
of the students, information delivery systen to the
remote localites thropgh ICT tools, post-harvest
management of perishable produce and arsenic
toxicity fn groundwater etc. related to the
agriculture of the north-east hill region.
Competition for allocation of scarce land resources
between agriculture and forestry may be addressed
with suitable complementary technologles to
provide both food security and ecosystem services
to the ME reglon.

» Fertilizer should be applied as per soil testing
repart, Control of fruit fly through frult fly trap
should be taken up in community scale instead of
individual farmer's level to make it effective.
Participatory seed production programme may be
undertaken through farmers’ participation to make
the quality seed available to the farmers at cheaper

price,

» To mitigate the imtoward effects of climate change
for conservation agriculture that will hawve an
important role and needs to be promoted at svery
facets of agricultural activity.

« Contingency planning for modified cropping
sequence and integrated crop and pest management
needs to be undertaken on urgent basis.

» K¥Ks from both the state governments and ICAR
should help in registration of farmers’ varieties
with PPYEFRA for econormic benefits to the farmers.
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=« Proper phenotyping/screening facllity should be
followed for developing successful stress tolerant
varietias.

» Development and demanstration of location specific
integrated insect pest management should be
developed with special emphasis on eco-friendly
management solutions for the north east hill
agriculture.

« Development of low cost and eco-friendly
technologies for feed resources, feed conversion,
houging and management of pasture, Explore the
possibility of enhancing economic retum from cow
dung, draught ability and packaging.

» Package of practices for organic farming should
come in to practice with agronomy practices, and
integrated nutrient management be taken due
attention.

» Multipurpose trees, agro-forestry intervention
should be practice in theme areas for soil and water
conservation and improving soil fertility.

o Climate resilient agriculture needs a holistic
approach integrating different companents like
timely input support system, ITK based agricultural
practices, ICT based weather forecasting, agro
advizory service, maintsining gaps & standard in
agriculture, conservation of indigenous germplasms,
innovative (Innavation for Agriculture and Training),
eco-specific demonstration of technologies and
imparting knowledge intensive and skill oriented
training programme for the stakeholders to make it
mone sustainable.

= Studies on honey bee as a pollinator as well as for
honey production should be focused in NEH reglons.

» Nanotechnology based berbal research needs to be



promoted and strategies pertaining to strengthening
the immune system of animal and agquatic animals
needs to be bulld-up.

o Studies on soil-plant-animal-human continuum
should be continued.

= Minimum tllage during kharif followed by zero
tillage in rabl should be followed for profitable
production of green pea in Hee-pea cropping system
in Meghalaya.

= Intensifiation of rce based system with improved
high vielding rHee varfeties and integration of
pulses, oll seeds, vegetables, poultry, fish, pig etc.
for food and nuiritional security

o Thers ¥ & vast scope for farm mechanization in
NEH states, which not only reduces labour cost but
also increases farm income. Hence more efforts
may be made for inclusion of more farm Impleaments

in hilly ecosystam,
e mail: syngachan@redifimail.com

Road map for agriculture
development in Agro-climatic
zone IX

Indore, 4 November 2015. Dr K. Alagusundaram (DDG,
Agriculture Engineering) chaired the workshop,
organtzed by the ICAR, at Directorate of Sovbean
Research. Dr Alagusundaram elaborated the objective
of the workshap far preparing roed map for agriculture
development in Agro-climatic Zone [X- Westemn Plabeau
and Hills. The Chairman emphasized on the need to
develop post-harvest technology for primary
processing and packaging of farm produce at farmers/
village level, and on tapping other sources of
technology dissemination such as private television
and radio channels.

Dr V. 5. Bhatla (Director,Mrectorate of Soybean
Research) expressed that the deliberations of the
workshop will help devise strategies for agricultural
development in the zone. Dr R. G. Danf (Vice-
Chancellor, Dr Punjabrao Deshmukh Agricultural
University, Akola) stressed that the accuracy of climate
forecast for wider area often falls leading to policy
issues and emphasized on local forecasts for the
localized policy making. Dr B. Venkatswarulu (Vice-
Chancellor, Vazantrao Malk Marathwada Krishi

Vidvapeeth, Parbhani) emphasised on the need to
develop technologles for diverstiled crops and cropping
systems.

& mail:dsrdirector®@gmail.com

Road map for agriculture and
allied sectors in lower Gangetic
plains

Barrackpore, 31 October 2015, The Indian Council of
Agricultural Reseanch organtzed a workshop to prepane
Road Map for Agriculture and Allied Sectors in Lower
Gangetic Plains Region’, Agro-climatic Reglon-lil,
covering West Bengal (except hilly areas), eastern part
of Blhar and Bramhaputra valley of Asom at Central
intand Fisheries Research Institute. Dr A.K. Singh
{DDG, Agriculiural Extension and Fisherles Sclence)
focused on the objectives of workshop and said that
on the basis of inberactions with farmers and further
deliberations with sclentists, recommendations will be
made for overall agricultural development of the reglon
with primary focus on sustainable income to farmers.
Dr 5.0. Singh (ADG, Inland Fisherles) remarked that

- h I
enhancing income and ensuring livelihood security of
the farmers, especially the small- and marginal-
category i3 the major concern. The solutions were
given to progresstve farmers and entrepreneurs for
their problems related to producbon systems, field
technologies, marketing fssues and extension
mechantsms. Prof, G. Trived] (former Vice-Chancellor,
RAU) suggested farmers to adopt integrated farming
systemn incorporating crop, horticulture, livestock,
fisherles to safeguard their fncome. Prof. Trivedi
added that agriculture diversification is always better
in case of fallure of some of the enterprises. Prof.
5.K. Sanyal (former Vice-Chancellor, BCKY) emphasized
the important role of soil and water management,
seed replacement and input efficlency. Prof. Sanyal
stressed the need to make avallable quality certified
seeds of improved varieties. Prof. C.5. Chakraborty
{former Vice- Chancellor, WBUAFS) elaborated on
importance of green fodder, animal health
management including vaccination, ormamental fishes
and value addition for enhancing income of farmers
and livestock owners. Prof. Arun Pathek (former
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Director of Research, AAlU, Jorhat) stressed that
extensfon machinery need to be more efficfent.
Weather fluctuations, lack of water harvesting
structures, recurrent floods, Umited availability of
quality seeds, costly inputs, limited availability of farm
machines particularly for small farmers, need for
location spaecific integrated farming systems modules,
lack of green fodder for livestock, lack of wide scale
vaccination, disease-pest outbreaks, stagnating
productivity, lack of post-harvest infrastructure, non-
remunerative market price for the fammers, low
procurement by the govemment, were some of the
important issues identiffed in the workshop.

e mail: directorcifH@gmail.com

Road map for agricultural
development in west coast plains
and ghats agro-climatic zone

Goa, 16 October 2015. Dr K. K Singh [ADG (F. Engg.)]
fnaugurated the workshop on ‘Development of Road
Map for Agricultural Development in West Coast Plains
and Ghats Agro-Climatic Zone' at Central Coastal
Agricultural Research Institute. There were
deliberations with recommendations on technologies,
farming practices and processing and value addition
of various cops, andmal and fishery components.

The workshop came out with brief reglon-specific
recommendations for the development of agriculture
in the West Coast Plains and Ghats Agro Climatic Zone.
The edited and refined recommendations from the
workshop will be cammunicated to ICAR and 1t will be
forwarded to Prime Minister's office through Mrector
General, ICAR. This will be further considered for the
development of reglon specific actlons far the

agricuitural development.
e mail: director@icargoa.res.in

Road map for agriculture in
Gujarat plains and hills region

Anand,1Z October 2015. Dr A.K. Sikka (DDG, NRM)
fnaugurated one-day workshop on ‘Development of
Road map for Agriculture in Gujarat Plains and Hills
reglon” at Directorate of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants
Research. Dr Sikka emphastzed the need for land use
diversification in Agriculture and Animal Husbandry.
He also emphasized need for integration of solar and
wind power generation system for efficient utiltzation
of natural resources and convert waste into compost.
Dr Jitendra Kumar (Director, DMAPR) emphasized need
for integration of medicinal and aromatic plants (MAP)
in farming systems especially in hilly/tribal areas of
Gujarat. Dr Kumar also emphasized that the
diversification of MAP crops in differant cropping
systemns, problematic soils and wild animal {jwild pig,
nilgal, rabbit) affected areas. Dr P.P. Rohilla [Mrector
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(Acting), ATARI Zone-V] narrated the role of KVKs for
farmers’ social uplifoment in this agro-climatic zone.
Dr Shiva Prasad Kimothi (ADG, Coordination) said
that there 1= need for development of producers’
arganizations irvolving cluster of farmers to address
the marketing problems. The scientists emphasized
the need for the

e skill development and entrepreneurship
development;

» development of policy on sub-surface drainage
management in salinity affected areas of Gujarat.

Dr Kimothi also sald that emphasls should be given
to farm medhanization, conservation agriculture and
value addition in agriculture; and Danel local cow
breed improvement programime.

A road map for Agriculture Tn Gujarat Plains and Hills
Reglon was decided to be developed based on the
inputs received in the workshop.

e mail: director.dmapr@gmail.com

Road map for innovative
extension system for farmers
empowerment and welfare

New Delhi, 17 December 2015, The Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan
Singh, recently launched Pradhan Maniri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana, Soil-Health Card Scheme, Prampragat Krishi
Vikas Yojana, proposed Mational Agricultural Market
Scheme to revolutiontze agrculture in years to come
at Mational Dialogue on ‘Innovative Extengion System
for Farmers Empowerment and Welfare', jointly
arganized by TAAS, ICAR, Department of Agriculture &
Cooperation, Natfonal Academy of Agricultural
Sclences, Bharoi Krishak Samaf, Cereal Systems
Initiative for Scuth Asia and Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. MoA B FW added that the government fs
strengthening the extension infrastructure for the
benefit of small-and marginal farmers.

india &5 having a pluralistic extension system which is
dominated by the public extension system wiich has
two approaches: fleld extensfon pursued by the
development departments and frontline extension




pursued by the ICAR and agricultural universities
through Krishi ¥igyan Kendras. Unlon Minister further
added that our focus & on strengthening of both these
arms of extension. Highlighting the role of private
extension, Shri Radha Mohan Singh i said, they have
also displayed their role In extending commodity
specific knowledge and advisory to the farmers but we
expect that the corporate houses will come In a bigger

way to serve the socfety especially marginal, poor and
landiless farmers.

Dr §5. Ayvappan, (Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR)
highlighted the objectives of three days National
DMalogue on ‘Innovative Agricultural Extension
Systems’ aimed at Farmers’ Empowerment and
Welfare. Dr R. S. Paroda [Chairman, Trust for
Advancement of Agricultural Sclences (TAAS)],
emphasized the importance of empowering of
progressive farmers. Their fann-led inncovations can
ke recognized and promoted for further up-scaling and
out-scaling being often efficient, cost effective and
well adapted to local situations, Dr Paroda further
added that the information acquisition by small holders
from other progressive farmers is imariably more
effective, He also mentioned that information demand
by the farmers &5 often changing a5 they Intend to
diversify and make farming more resilient. *The
extension approach now has to be focused around the
farming communities rather than the past individual
Tarming households approach®, sald Dr Paroda. Dr A.K.
Singh [DDG (Agric, Extn.)], hoped that three-day
Mational Dialogue will help in development of a
Roadmap for Innovative agricultural extension systems
for farmers’ empowerment and welfare and make
appropriate recommendations to the Govermment of
India on agro-praomotional policy.

€ mail: icarreporter@rediffmail.com

Road map for development of
strategies for fish feed industries

Bhubaneshwar, 19 November 2015. A two-day National
Workshop on ‘Feed and Feed Technologies for
Responsible Aquaculture’ was organized at Central
Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture, from 12 to 19
Movember 2045 with the alm to prepare a road map
and develop strategies for fish feed industries and
reseprchers and also to enlighten and enrich the
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knowledge on recent advances in fish nutrition and
feed technology. Shri T. Prasad Rao Dora {Vice-
Presfdent, FISHCOFED and President, FISHFED,
Government of Qdisha) inaugurated the National
Workshop and highlighted the need of such an
important programme for the country. Dr P. Jayasankar
{Director, CIFA) emphasized the need far
supplementary feeding based on sound technology and
managemnent for doubling fish production in about 5-
year time. Dr Jaymsankar also mentioned about the
efforts inftfated by CIFA in popularizing feed technology
among fish farmers.

Dr §.5. Gir {Head, Fish Physiology and Nutrition
Diviston) explained the fish fead scenario in the world
Bs well as in the country and evailability and demand
for aquaculture production enhancement of fish from
feed based aquaculture. An e-compendiam of the
lectures of the event and literature on fish as health
food was released. Over 100 participants participated
in the event. Prof. {Dr) K. Samantray [Pirector, College
of Fisherles, OUAT, Bhubaneshwar] and Dr ¥. Rajaram
[Fish MNutritionist, Godrej Agrovet, Mumbai] were
among the participants. Fleld exposure visit and
hands-on-training on fish feed processing technology
were also amranged.

e mail: pjayasankar@yahoo.com
Pre-rabi kisan sammelan at KVK

Srikakulam, 29 October 2015. Member of Parliament
{Srikakulam) S5r K. Rama Mohan Maldu {Chief Guest)
highlighted the importance of participation of youth in
agriculture, farm mechanization for higher
productivity and profitability and allied sectors to lead
the farming sactor with new technologles at the pre-
rabl kisan saomwvmelon that was organized to prepare
the farmers for the rabl with good crop plans for higher
productivity. 51 Naldu emphasized the Importance of
organic agriculture in contributing major share in GDR

SH Kuna Ravi Kumar {(MLA, Amadalavalasa and WHIP,
Government of Andhra Pradesh), emphasized the
importance of extension services in agriculture and
allied sectors Tor increasing profits in fanming sector,
5r Kumar highlighted the importance of flordoulture,
commercial agriculture and integrated fanming systems
model which Includes agriculture, horticulture,
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sericulture, animal husbandry and fisheries to make
farming profitable. During Farmers, 5cientist
interaction, sclentists of the KVK and ANGRAL
amswered the farmers’ questions regarding various
crop technologies for rabl viz. meize, sweet com,
pulses, groundnut, sesame, sunflower etc. The officers
of the line departments interacted with the farmers
and expleined the schemes and subsidies of concemed
departments for the benefit of the farming commumity
of Srikakutam district.

The telgur publications: Rabi o variki prathymnayamga
Aruthadi Pantala sagu, and Vari Meganulaio

Dunnakunda MokkaJonna mariyue chodf sagu and
Vothavarana adaritha cheedapeedola yajemamqam
were released. An exhibition was organized depicting
the axhibits related to rabl crop technologles of the
district. Different demonstration units viz. Azoila
mother culture unit, vermi- compost unit, Mushroom
productian unit, poultry unlt, paddy- cum-fish
farming, were explained at the demonstration farm of
Krishi Wigyan Kendra.

e mail:icarreporter@redifimail.com
Rabi Kisan Sammellan at KVK

Jammikunta, 17 October 2015. Rabl Kison Sammelion
was organized at Krishi Vigyan Kendra to create
awareness among the farming community on reb! crops
and to showcase the impnowed production technologles
of agricultural and allied felds in the KVK farm.

Shrl Etela Rajender, Minister of Finance, Goverment
of Telangana, inaugurated the Kisan call centre - Toll
free help line (1800-425-3377) of the KYK and urged
the sclentists to enlighten the farming community on
integrated farming system and cost reduction
technologies in major crops in the district.

Shri B.¥inod Kumar, Member of Parliament,
Karimnager, stressed on the impartance of sheep
farming development in the district and requasted the
sclentists to create awareness among the farming
coimmunity on sail health management and judiclous
use of fertilizers based on swil-test. Brochures on

Aerobic Rice and Importance of Zine In major crops
were releassd,

e mail: kvk_karimnagar@rediffmall.com
Kissan Gosthi at Astarang

Astarang, 1 December 2015. The Central Institute of
Frashwater Aquaculture, Bhubaneshwar organized
Kissan Gosthl at Barapada, Astarang, District Purl in
collaboration with CMFRI, Puri Field Centre and
Mstrict Adminfstration, Purl. Shri Pradipta Kishore
Satapathy (Project Director; DRDA, Purl) inaugurated
the Kissan Gosthi and fooused on practical problems of
farmers fin agriculture, horticulture, fisherfes, livestock
management etc.
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Dr P. Jayasankar {Director, CIFA) focused on the
importance of the progmmme ‘Mera Goeon Mera
Cauray', launched by the Prime Minister, to have a
direct interaction of the sclentists of ICAR and
agricultural universities with farmers in the field, The
concerned sclentists would provide infonmation on
farming technologles, crop varleties, merket price,
weather forecast ete,

The CIFA, Bhubaneshwar has adopted 75 villages in
Khordha and Puri districts under the scheme. The
scientists of CIFA have demonstrated liming, stocking
of Jayantl Rohu seeds In community pond, feed
preparation etc. and sxplained the farmers the benefit
of sclentific fish rearing,

Dr Reeta Jayasankar {Scientist-In-charge from CMFRI,
Puri Fleld Centra) has taken some Initiatives in
community forestry in 700 acres flood affected village
of Azana, Inland aquaculture and cage farming In Dewvl
river which is connected to the sea. Six progressive
farmers were felicitated for their successful adaption
of scientific farming practices.

& mail: plavasankarsvahoo.com

Farmers’ meet and launch of FRP
portable carp hatchery

Amarpur, 20 December 2015. Shrl S. Adhikari (M.P)
inaugurated farmers’ meet, organized by the Regional
Research Centre of CIFA, for the Kharlal tribal farmers

of Amarpur village, Potaspur block of East Midnapur
Dristrict, West Bengal.

Shri 5 Adhikarl, stressed the need of tribal
community of the area adopting the technologies and



assistances provided by the state and central
government for thelr economic upliftment. He thanked
CIFA for choosing Amarpur tribal area as a
demonstration destination. Minister Shrl J. Kar,
fooused on tribal beneficlaries and asked CIFA to
support these poor farmers of the area with provision
of fish feed, trainfng and latest know how,

Dr P. Jayasankar (Director, CIFA) stressed that
aquaculture can grow If quality seed, feed, medicine
and market are available to the farmers. He requested
the state government authorities to initfate
establishing a fish brood bank in the reglon for which
technical guidance would be provided by CIFA.

Shri J. Kar and Shr S. Adhlkarl jointly launched ane
FRP carp hatchery unit and dedicated it to the tribal
community of the Block.

€ mail: pjayasankar@yahoo.com

Trends in harvest and post-harvest
fisheries

Umiam, 20 Noveinber 2015. The CIFT (Kochi), ICAR
Research Complex for Morth-Eastern Hills Reglon
(Umiam, Meghalaya) and Department of Fisheries,
Government of Meghalaya have jointly organized a
Trainer's workshop on “Trends in harvest and post -
harvest fisheries” at ICAR Reseanch Complex for North-
Eastem Hills (NEH) Region,

Dr C.N. Ravishankar (Director, CIFT, Kochi) opined that
one of the major hindrances far total utilization of
fish is the post-harvest losses and wastes.
Dr Ravishankar said that fish production is yet to
reach the demand in Asom, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 51kkim and
Tripura. However, the fresh fish in iced condition and
other means fs hefng intra country imported from
Andhra Pradesh to north-eastern hills reglon to meet
the demand. Dr Ravishankar also said that CIFT i
actively involved in development of harvest and post-
harvest fisherles for the last one-and-half decades in
the NEH region. Dr 5.Y. Ngachan {(Director, ICAR
Complex for NEH Reglon) opined that Meghalays fs
predominantly a fish consuming state, and the annual
preduction of fish from all sources is about 7,000 MT
while the annual requirement iz more than 30,000 MT.
Therefore, to meet the locl demand the stake imports
Tresh as well as dry fish on a regular basis from
different Indlan states especially the Andhra Pradesh.
Dr Ngachan felt extremely happy that as part of the
NEH programme, the CIFT Visakhapatnam Research
Centre {s organizing a one day Workshop. Smt LR.
Sangma ({Director, Department of Fisheries,
Government of Meghalaya) sald that in Meghalaya,
fishery was given 8 major focus by the present
Government and the Department of Fishery has besn
cantinuously striving to address different issues
related to fish culture to ensure sustainable fish
production and production of fish seeds,

e mail: svngachan®rediffmail.com

Workshop-cum-training for tribals
at CIFA

Dahot, 26 October 2015, An Interactive workshap-cum-
training programme on “Sclentific acquaculture by tribal
fish farmers of Gujarat' was organized by Anand
Ragional Research Centre of Central Institue of
Fisherles and Aquaculture {(CIFA) at Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (AALV), Muvallya Farm, as a part of Tribal Sub-
Plan Programme of CIFA.Dr P Jayasankar (Director,
CIFA) emphasized for improvement of Livelihood
conditions of tribal farmers through adoption of
sclentific aquaculture practices including good quality
fish zeed for stocking, providing supplementary feed




to fish and adopting better management practices. Dr
B.C. Mohapatra (Chainman of Tribal Sub Plan) said

that there 15 a huge demand of good quality seed in
India which could be met through wider adoption of
FRP hatcheries and focused for dissemination of
location specific aquaculture technologles in the tribal
greas of Gujarat. The Fisherles Officlals of tribal
districts Panchmahal, Mahisagar, Narmada, Dahod and
Vadodara expressed for diversification of aquaculture
practices in tribal districts with the latest information
from research institutes such as CIFA and State
Agricultural Undversities. Dr G. J. Patel (Head, TRTC,
AAlU, Devegad Barla) expressed impaortance of
aquaculture based integrated agricultural production
ih tribal areas of Gujarat.There were Interactive
discussions with the participants, technical
deliberations on CIFA technologles, advances in fish
seed production technologies, scentific aquaculture
opportunities in village ponds, supplementary feed
management, cage culture and ornamental fish culture.,
The event also showcased materials on different
aspects of sclentific aquaculture methods. Leaflets in
fiujarat! language on FRF carp hetchery and fish feed
were releasad In the event for the benefit of tribal
fish farmers of Gujarat.Genetically improved seeds of
rohu, jeyantl were distributed to the progressive tribal
farmers of Gujarat.

e mafl: pjayasankar@yahoo.com

23" Annual Conference of the
Agricultural Economics Research
Association

Mumbai, 2 December 2015. Dr Ramash Chand
{Member, NITI &g, Government of India) inaugurated
237 Annual Conference of the Agricultural Economics
Research Assocfation on Inter- and Intra-Sectoral
Dynamics for Transforming Indian Agriculture organized
by Agricultural Economics Research Association (India)
in association with Central Institute of Fisheries
Education at CIFE. Dr Ramesh Chand emphasized that
the assoclation should szerve as a platform faor
discussing new knowledge in the area and also to
identify research priorities based on extreme socfal
relevance. Dr Ramesh Chand stressed that the
agriculture sector has mamy paradoxes and myths
which require critical scrutiny so that sclentific
evidences and practical solutions can be evolved, He
added that curmment sectoral scenarlo 1s complex with
many new challenges and reality that require mew
approaches and economic tools with inter-disciplinary
support which would help in achieving the national

goals.

Dr Harsh Kumar Bhanwala (Chalrman, NABARD) urged
the delegates to make agricultural economics mare
broad-based with emphasis on rural development.
Dr Bhanwala highlighted many areas such as IT
application in agriculture, conservation of natural
resources, agHcultural exports, shifting of the small
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ard marginal farmers to other non-farm professions,
priorites of mvestment and land leasing etc. in the
sector which require attention of researchers,
institutions and policy makers.

Dr PK. Joshi (Mrector-South Asia, IFPRI, New Delhl)
delivered the presidentlal address on *Pathways to
improve food security and reduce poverty in emerging
india’, and highlighted the challenges such as food
and nutritional security, impact of climate change on
agricultural production and emphasized that the
ecanomic growth should be more inclusive and
nutrition sensittve, Az a way forward for more
inclusive growth, Dr Joshi outlined Food Securlty
Framework with production, avallability, access and
affordability as core components within a larger circle
of policles, institutions, govermnance, markets and
infrastructurs, besides best practices from all over
the world such as direct cash transfers and transparent
e-govemance measures.

e mail: director®eife. adu.in

Awareness-cum-training on rabi
pulses

Ranipool, 27 October 2015, With the aim to make
farmers aware of the benefits of pulses In terms of
nutritional security and improving soil fertility under
organic condition, the Krishi V¥igyan Kendra East
Sikkim organized awareness-cum-training on ‘Rabl
pulses’ at KVK, East Sikkim, ICAR Sikkim Centre,
Ranipool under National Food Security Mission (NFSM).
Generally, pulses productivity in the state is lower than
the national average. Progressive farmers from
different villages of East Sfkkim viz. Upper Nandok,
Lower Nandok, Mangthang, Ranks, Patim, Tirkutam
and Nazitam participated. The farmers were benefited
with input support system with untreated seeds of viz.
field pea, vegetable pea, spinach, corfander, ondon,
tomato, beet root, radish, fenugreek and carrot.

Dr R.K. Avasthe [Joint Director, ICAR Reseanch Complex
for NEH Reglon, Sikkim Centre] briefed on organic
cultivation of vegetable pea under zero tillage
technology 1n rice fallow. Dr Avasthe also encouraged
the farmers to undertake production of quality seed
for becoming self-dependant since treated seeds had
been banned In the state. He encouraged the farmers
towards establishing the sources of organic inputs




within the farm to reduce dependence on cutside
inputs.

Dr Raghavendra Singh (Sr. Sclentist, Agronomy)
highlighted the objectives of programme and briefed
about the sclentific cultivation of fleld pea in rice
fallow. Dr Singh also forused on the importance of
pulses in cereal based cropping system reganding soil
fertlity enhancement. He stressad to utilize thelr farm
land which they keep fallow after rice so that cropping
intensity would increase up to at least 200% and give
livelihood security to the farming community. Shrl K.
D. Bhuta, (President, Farmer Praduce Organization
and Member, Sikkim Organic Mission Steering
Committee) urged the farmers to adopt the
technologles developed by ICAR sclentists and
demonsirated at KVK Farm as well 25 on farmers’ field
ta enhance the production and productivity of various
pulzas in Sikkim.

e mafl: east_kvkicar®yahoo.com

Farmers-sclentist interface at
NIBSM

Bilagpur, 31 October 2015.A srientists-farmers
interface meet was organized by the MNational
institute of Blutic Stress Managemet (NIBSM) in
collaboration with Bilaspur district Krishi Vigyan Kendra
to manage the biotic stress factors. The Interface
conducted under the institute ressarch project entitled
‘On-farm evaluation, assessment of blotic stress
managemant technologles for adoption and impact'.

ﬂ- . ,P I P o g

Dr Anil Dixdt (Principal Investigator of the praject from
NIBSM) explained the importance of weed
management, bictic stress factors and its role in
ylelds loss, herbicide usege, herbiclde handling and
safety measures, appropriate selection and methods
of sprayers and nozzles usage. The recommerxied dose
of appropriate herbicide was also emphastzed. Or V.K.
Choudhary (Scientist) explained about scientific
rodent management, live hole surveying principles,
paison bait preparation, method of bait administration
and safety disposal of poisoned baits. Dr P
Mooventhan (Scientist) collected the feedback and
information need of the farmers In the biotic stress

management through focused group discussion.
Farmers interacted with the scientists of NIBSM about
integrated biotic stress management.

& mail: director.nibsm.cg@nic.in

Interaction on watershed plans at
IISWC

Dehra Dun, 16 Nevember 2015. Shri G. C. Pati, Chief
Secretary (Government of QOdisha) along with Shrl
¥inod Kumar (Director, IGFNA, Dehra Dun) visited
Inctian Institute of Sofl and Water Conservation. Shr
Pati said that empircal studies should be conducted
for knowing the defects in watershed planning,
implementation and after withdrawal of the project
from the area. Why watershed plan fails, may be
studied? He also assured to sponsor his personnel for
tralning at the Institute. Shr Vinod Kumar {Director,
IGFNA, Dehra Dun) gave attentlon on active
imvobvement of village people in detailed project report
preparation of the watershed. Dr Kumar sald that
fntegration of all the components should be ensured
for getting the success and fruitful gain through

watershed management.

Dr B K. Mishra (Director, Indlan Institute of Soil and
water Conservation) focused on saving soil and water
without any adverse effect on environment.,

& mail: directorscilcons@gmail.cam

Vertebrate pest management

Jodhpur, 17 October 2015. Dr J.5. Sandhu {DD¥G, Crop
Science) fnaugurated a three-day First Group Meeting
of All Indla Metwork Project on VYertebrate Pest
Management on 15 October 2015 at Central Arld Zone
Research Institute. Dr Sandhu emphasized that the

technology developed far rodent and bird management
should be transferred to all the ICAR institutes and

agricultural universities to spread them in the field
31

ndia Networ Project

icbrate Pest Management
8 L wmecid of \pricahars Resred

under lab-to-land programme. The progress made by
different centres was discussed in the Technical
Sessions. Special lectures on "Rodent Diversity’,
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Vertabrate Pest Problems in Non-Farm Sectors and
Palicy Issues' were delivered by Dr 5. Talmale, Dr Malla
Reddy and Dr A.M.K. Mohan Rao.

e mail: mmroysten@gmail.com

Second interactive meet of
regulator - animal vaccine
manufactures

lzatmagar, 4 December 2015, Dr R.K. Singh (Director,
IVRI} emphasized the need of co-operation among IVRI,
Menufactures, DCGI and IPC for better functioning of
quality assurance system for animal vaccines, at the
secord Interactive Meet of Regulators - Animal Vaccine
manufectures organized at Division of Elological
Standardization, Indian Veterinary Research Institute.
Dr {Ms) Kalaivani (Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission)
informed regulators regarding fncorporation of new
monograph in Indlan Pharmacopoeia, She informed
that addendum of IP is available in the market. Varlous
issues concemning vaccine quality control ratsed by Dr
Ashok Kumar Tiwarl (HD, Divislon of Biological
Standardization) which were discussed at length and
recommendation were drawn.

Delegates from vaccine manufacturing industry,
vaccine imparter and 5tate Biological including
Globion, Ventri Biological, Hester, Brilliant Biopharmsa,
MED Animal Health, Indian Immunologicals Ltd, Toetis,
State Blological Product Units of Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Meharashtra, West Bengal etc. attended the meeting.

2 mail: directortvri@gmail.com

Influenza: risk factors, massive
impact and uncertain future

Ezatmagan, 19 October 2015.0r M. P Yadavy (Guest of
Honour) fnaugurated one-day National Workshop on
‘Influenza: Risk Factors, Massive Impact and Uncertain
Future® at Indian Veterinary Research Institute under
the aeghs of Indian Vircloglcal Socfety, and highlighted
the public health importance and preparedness related
to the Influenza in human beings and animals. Dr Singh
emphasized the need for awareness on hand washing
and personal hygiens in minimizing the risk of
Influenza spread. Dr (Prof.) A, K. Prasad focused on
the current status of Influenza In Indla and concerns
#bout the disease world wide. Dr Y.P.5 Malik {National
Fellow) made a note that 1t was an initjative of its

ovwn kind to gather the experts from differant flelds
under one roof to share thelr knowledge and {deas
gbout Influenza in humans and animals in order to
meet the future challenges. Dr 5.K. Saxena (Sclentist
from CSIR-Center for Cellular and Molecular Blalogy,
Hyderabad) discussed about ‘Pandemic Influenza A (HI
NI ) pdr09 virus (pHINI): The Unseen and Unsaid. Dr
Saxena elaborated about the origin of virus, its
epldemiclogy, vectors and hosts, molecular mechanism
of replication, treatment and management including
control strategles.

Dr R. K. Singh (Director, IVRI) highlighted the public
health importance and preparedness related to the
influenza in human bedngs and animals. Dr Singh
focused on the importance of Influenza in the economy
and public health. The eminent sclentists of the
country from medical, veterinary, life sciences etc.
deliberataed on recent updates on influenza diseass:
challenges and perspectives for future, Dr J. M
Kataria (Director, Central Avian Research Institute)
forused on Avian Influenza: Past, Present and Future
{An Indian experience). Dr Katarfa presented a glimpse
of current perspectives of the diseaze, rizk of silent
infection with violent impact, diagnostic and control
strategies including vaccination programme.

e mail:directorivri@gmail.com

Workshop on agriculture for the
agro-climatic zone of the island
region

Port Blair, 18 November 2015. Dr T. Janaldram [ADG
{Horticultural Sclence)] inaugurated, a workshop for
the Agro-Climatic Zone of the ksland region at Central
Island Agricultural Research Institute (CLARI). Dr
Janaldram emphastzed on the area expansion plan for
ollpalm at Andaman and introduction of farmers
fdendly programme for overall development of
agriculture in the region. Eco-tourism, value addition/
florculture, native fem and follege plants should be
given importance, he added. Besldes linkages with
gther relevant institutions will strengthen the
institute. Dr Janakiram flagged the idea of making
CIARI as the Deemned University for Island Agriculture.

A Technical bulletin on Weather Based Agricultural
Practices for island Ecosystem was also released on
the occasion. Smt R. Menaka [Secretary, Agric/AH/
Fish, A&N Administration] stressed on the development
strategies to be adopted for Agriculture, Animal
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Husbandry and Fisherles sectors. S5he emphastzed on
salf-sufficiency, disease free status, National and
Intermational market, traihed manpower, technologies
for velue addition in milk products. Besides, she also
elaborated on the major programmas undartaken by
the administration namely on soil-health card,
increasing milk production end inland fisheres.

Dr 5. Dam Roy (Director, CIARI) informed that the
workshop has been organtzed with an aim to develop
strategies for development of agriculture and its allied
sectars in the Island region comprising Andaman &
Micobar and Lakshadweep group of Islands. |t will also
help formulate strategies and roadmap for providing
technological backstopping towards sustainable
development of agriculture and its allied sectors In
the region for food, nutrition, livelihood and
environmental securities. Dr 5. Dixit (Director, ATARI,
Bengaluru) informed on the purpose, the goal, review
agenda and ground rules for formulating the
strategles for the Island-Eco region.

e mail: sibnarayan@gmail.com

Workshop on Agro-climatic region,
Zone 7 at CIFA

Bhubaneshwar, 23 November 2015. ICAR, Mew Delhi
has organised one-day workshop on Improving
Technical Support, Extension and Demonstration
Services to the Farmers for Eastern Plateau and Hill
Agro-climatic Region at Central Institute of Freshwater
Aquaculture (CIFA) in collaboration with Agriculture
Technology Application Research Institute (ATARI),
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. The programme was
organized with the direction from Prime Minister's
office to develop strategles to improve technological
services to the farmers of the region which consists
of Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand, All the
stakeholdars involved in the agriculture development
f.e. Research Institutes, State Agricultural
Universities, Departmants of Agriculture, Horticuliural
Sclence, Soil Conservation, Forestry, Fisharias Science
and Anfmal Husbandry participated.

Dr A. K. Singh (DDG, Agriculture Extension) stressed
upon the areas related to agriculture and allisd felds

where mare intervention was required to |mprm'e
farmers’ condition in the reglon,

Prof. Manoranjan Kar {Vice-Chancellor, Orissa
University of Agriculture Technology) lald emphasis an
overall improvement of single window system where
farmer would get all types of infarmation and sarvices,
The issues and concems of the region with respect to
the fisheries and livestock sector were presented by
Dr P Jayasankar {Director, CIFA).

The state specific issues of the three states i.e.
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand were raised by
respective state departments. The Dean/DMrector
Extension of four agricultural universities i.e. Indim
Gandhi Krishl Vishwya Vidyalaya, Raipur, Chhattisgarh;
Kemdhenu Yishwya Vidyalaya, Durg; Birsa Agriculture
University, Ranchi and Orissa University of Agricultural
Technology, Bhubaneshwar, made their presentations
on the technological and extension gaps in the
agricultural development of the region. Bperts in the
area of climate change, Agronomy, Horticultural
Science, Fisheries Science, Forestry, Animal
Husbandry, Apiculture, Mushroom culture, Farm
mechanization, and Natural Resource Management
provided their input on the issues and technological
options available for sorting out the problems.

Recommendations

e Improving the livelihood of farmers through farm
mechanization .

» Developing crop waste management practices.

= Developing agro-forestry and specialty product
market strategies.

» Management of soll-health & to be ghven utmost
importance.

e Creating awareness about the drip irrigation in the
farming community.

s Developing strategies for treating acidic soil 1s
needed since nearly 70% soll of Odisha i acldic
where crop diversification is a concem.

s« Developing drought and disease-resistant crop
varieties and crop diversification.

e Developing sustainable integrated farming system.

« Hamessing solar power for {irigation.

e mail: pjayasankar@yahoo.com
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Soll- and- Water Health cards
distribution to brackishwater
aquaculture farmers

Mamallapuramon, 19 December 2015. The Central
Institate of Brackishwater Aquaculture (CIBA), Chennal
organisad a Workshop on 'Soll-and-Water Health
Cards® distibution to brackishwater aquaculture
farmers, Dr K.K.Vijayen (Director, CIBA) highlighted
the importance of the Soil Health Card Scheme
(launched by Hon’ble Prime Minfster, Shil Narendra
Modi in February 2015). In Aquaculture sector this is
for the first time in India that CIBA is {ssulng the
‘soil-and-water health cards’ to aquaculture farmers.
Long-tenmn sustainability in aquaculture depends on the
mafntenance of soil health and water quality for the
generations and advised the farmers to have optimum
stocking densities to preserve the soll quality. Or
Vijayan has impressed upon the farmers that CIBA will
provide all technical support to the farmers and anyone
can come to CIBA anytime for assistance,

r—— S — — |

Dr P. Ravichandran (Member Secretary, Coastal
Aquaculture Authority and Chief Guest of the
workshop) remarked that primarily it is the
responsibility of the farmers to keep the soil and water
quality within the optimum levels. Shrl Ravichandaran
apprecisted the initiative of CIBA in isuing the soil-
and-water health cards to aquaculture farmers for the
first time 1n the country. Dr Ravichandran emphesized
the role of bicsecurity in shrimp farms and advised all
the farmers to follow strictly. The sofl samples were
collected from the farmers ponds of Tamil Madu,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and Gujarat.
The Soil-Water Health cards were distributed to about
44 brackishwater aquaculture farmers from
Kanchipuram, Nagapattinam and Tiruvallur Districts of
Tamil Nadu. The information provided fn the cards ts
useful to farmers In understanding the nutrients status
of the soils and water quality which will help in
managing the pond soll and water parameters in
optimum levels. Dr S.\. Alavandi (HOD, CIBA) explained
about the soil and water quality importance in relation
to current scenario of diseases in L. vanname!
farming.

e mall: kkvijayan®ciba.res.in
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World Soil Health Day

Varanasi, 5 December 2015. Shri Virendra Singh (MP)
inaugurated the World Sofl Health Day Celebration at
Bejwan village of Bhadoh District by KVK, Indian
Institute of Vagetable Research. Shri Singh expressed
his concem over declining soll health and advised the
farmers of Bhadohi District to use vermi-compasting
and NADEP compost to maintain the soll fertility and
use the cow urine based blo-Tertiifzer to maintain soll
arganic carbon. Besides Shrl Singh emphasized on
devaelopment of Longra variety based mango leather.
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Locking into the scope of pulses and cilseeds in the
district, Shri Singh advised the farmers to adopt hi-
tech production system to increase the productivity of
these commodities in the district. For the development
of livestock he advised the farmers to join the
Iintenstve Dalry Scheme of the Goverment to maxdmize
the profit. Dr Bijendra Singh {Director, IIVR) counseled
the fanmers for the maximum utilization of nutrients
from the zoil. By the application of micro-nutrients,
the deficiency can be minimized in all the crops, he
said. Shri Singh emphastzed on the adoption of organic
farming to sustain the soll fertility and motivated the
farmers Tor soil-testing. The KVK has analyzed 250
farmers’ soll samples and the sofl health card was
distributed among the farmers by Shri Singh.

& mail: directorfivr@gmail.com
Managing Soll-Health

New Delhi, 24 November 2015. Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) organtzed a two-day Brafn
S$torming Session on ‘Managing Soil-Health' on the
occasion of International Year of Solls - 2015 at NASC
Complex from 23 to 24 November 2015. Dr R S.
Parada (Chair Person, TAAS} focused on different types
of solls. Technical sesslons were organized covering
different areas of sofl sclence namely status of soll
research and futune challenges, sofl-health and quality,
geo-informatics including space technology
application, soil biolegy, soil pollutions and policy
interventions, After presentation of invited lectures



by the eminent experts, the issues were discussed at
length to develop future road maps with meaningful
conclusions for effective monitoring, conservation,
utilizetion and management of soil resource,

& mail: aloksildead@yahoo.co.in

World Soil Day

+ Daghra Dun, 5 December 2015. The Indian Institute
of Sail and Water Conservation organized World Scil
Day in association with Incian institute of Soil and
Water Conservation.

Dr P.K. Mishra (Director, 115W) led the ‘pledge on Save
Sail Campaign’. Dr Rajender Dobhal (DG, UCOST)
suggested farmers for applying manures and fertilizer
on the basls of soil-test report and crop requirement.
Dr Mishra highlighted the importance of soll micro-
nutrients to vegetable and fruit cops with specific
example of tomato and pomegranate.

The scientists discussed about assessment and
management of soll health, and highlighted the
importance of soll conservation in managing saoil
health.

Shri Rajkumar (Parllament Secretary, Littarakhand})
exprassed his concern on shrinking farming land
around Dehradun and migration from the hills.

e mail: pkmbellary@gmail.com

+ Nagpr, 5 December 2015, The Natlonal Bureau of
Soll Survey and Land Use Planning (Headquarters)
distrbuted Soll-Health Cands (SHC) among the fanmers
of Warud Tehsil of Maharashtra, Seond and Balaghat
tehsils of Madhya Pradesh, besides farmers of reglonal
centres at Bengaluru, New Delhf, Jorhat, Kolkata and
Udaipur, The distribution programme of SHCs will
continee to be undertaken for majority of farming
community of the country.

e mail: skessri@gmail.com

+ Narayangaon, 5 December 2(M5. The Minister of
State for Agriculture and Farmers welfare, Shri
Mohanbhai K. Kundariya, distributed soil-health cards

Kendra {KVK), Namyangaon in Pune distrct. Shrl
Kundariya elaborated the advantages and importance
of soll-health cards In restoring and maximizing
ecosystem servicas of solls, ensuring balanced use of
fertilizers, enhancing crop productivity along with
reduction in cost of cultivation. He directed all the
641 KVKs in the country to utilize the funding provided
by the Minstry to conduct Kish! Sammelan mestings
during kharif and rald to disseminate lncation specific

technologies and create awaneness on the scope of on-
going schemes like ‘PMSKY’ among farmers and all
stakeholders. Shr Kundariya informed about the
Mimistry”s foous on transfer of technology from ‘Lab-
to-Land’ for revitalizing agriculture fn all the states,
Shr Kundariya announced that a modernization drive
for strengthening of KVKs &8 on the cards for more
effective technology transfer and its reach to avery
farmer.

e mail: icarreporter@redifimall.com

‘Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav’' at NRC
on Camel

Bikaner. Natlonal Research Centre on Camel, Bikaner
lamnched the programme activities for Mera Gaoon,
Mera Gauray (MGMG), one of the 15 villages selected
by the Centre. To creabe awareness among the farmers
who also practice varicus other allied agricultural
activities ke, animal husbandry, harticulture or value
addition to agriculture produce, all 4 institutes located
in Bikaner namely NRC on Equine, CSWRI ARC, CLAH
and CAZR| RS also participated and elaborated varfous
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technologies developed by thelr respective institutes
and interacted with farmears. More than 250 farmers
fram one village cluster - from Kalasar, Lakhusar,
Tehar Jogana, Barju and Matigarh actively interacted
with the experts and received btechnical know-how
regarding tachnologies developed and displayed by all
ICAR institutes. NRC on Camel displeyed varous utlity
products out of camel leather, skin, bones and also
demonstrated the technology of processing of camel
milk for preparation of edible products like flavoured
milk, kulfi and lassi. The technologies like complete
fead blocks and Teed pallets were also displayed in the
exhibftion. In order to create interest of farmers In
camel production the competitions for best growing
animal in male and femnale categories, best male stud
and best lactating she camel based on milk yleld were
organized. The farmers having best animals in above

categories were suftably awarded,

Dr Amar Singh Faroda, Chief Guest stressed about
importance of such programmes for the benefit of the
farmers in the reglon. Dr Fanxda stressed that the
farmer now has to look towards agriculture a5 2
business enterprise and leamn important techniques
and methods by which production for agricultural
comimoedity would be fncreased. Dr PP Rohilla (Zonal
Project Director, Zonal Project Directorate, Zone-Vi,
Jodhpur) described the programme details of MGMG
and lauded the efforts of NRC on Camel In bringing
together the experts of all disciplines of agriculture to
address the issues being faced by arid region farmers.
The NRC on Camel in Ks health-cum-treatment camp
diagnosed and treated nearly 4580 animals including 50
cameals, 45 cattle and rest small ruminants for different
allments. The village heads of Kalasar, Lakhusar amd
Jogana were appreciative of this initative of ICAR
and assured active cooperation of the villages in this
endeavour.

& mail: director®@nnccamed.res.in

Benefitting yak rearers of Ladakh

Mrang, & October 2015. The Hrector (NRC on Yak)
disseminated the technologies and products developed
by the National Research Centre on Yak amang the yak
farmers of Ladakh durlng farmers' training-cum-yak
health camps conducted at Zanskar and Khurdong

= g = - F T
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under THbal Sub-Plan scheme, The programimes were
conducted in collaboration with Animal Husbandry
Department, Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development
Council, Kargll at Abran - Zanskar and with Central
Arld Zone Research Institute, Regional Research
Station Leh, and Animal Husbandry Department, Leh

at Khardong village.

In Kargil, the programime was conducted in Abran
Zanskar Sub-division involving Kushool, Lungmar,
Chibra, Jangchung and Abran villages: The yak herders
were distributed basic amenities like tarpaulin, milk
cream separator, gumbaots, solar lartern and basic
veterinary medicines contaiming anthelmintics, mineral
supplements, general animal health tonics, antl-
dirrhoeals, wound hesling sprays and ointments,
uterine tonics ete, Yak rearers were also apprised with
various allments in yak and their control measures
slong with general health and reproductive
management of yaks for better productivity. Dr Mohd.
ighal (CAHO, Kargll) informed about the present status

of yak husbandry in Ladakh and asked for the support
of NRC on Yak far upgradation of yak germplasm in
Kergll through epplication of artificlal insemination.
Similar activity was carried out at Khardong village,
Nubra, Sub-division of Leh District. During the
interaction at Spangchenmo pastureland near
Khurdungla, the yak herders revealed their difficulty
of grazing yaks due to attack and killing of young
calves by stray dogs; and intervention of local
administration and Animal Husbandry Department, Leh
and CAZRI, RRS, Leh was suggested.

2 mail: sm_deb&yahoo. com

Development of Fisheries vis-a-vis
Blue Revolution and Value
Addition

Bilaspur, 13 December 2015. Shri Takur Singh
Bharmouri, Minister of Forest and Fisherfes, Himachal
Pradesh, inaugurated a two-day National Workshop on
‘Development of Fisheres vis-3-vis Blue Revolution
and Value Additon ih Himachal Pradesh’, jaintly
organized by Central Institute of Fisheries Technology,
Kochl amd Department of Fisherles, Himachal Pradesh



on 12 December 2015, The tachnical sessions were on
‘Recant environment challengaes in sustaining and
developing open water fisheries’, ‘Recent advances fn
packaging, preservation and value addition of fish’,
‘Research needs for developing fisherlas in high
altitude areas of the state’, and ‘Major standing
iszues and ways of circumspectlon for fostering
aquaculture in hill states’. A detailed discussion was
held on value addition prospects in Himachal Pradesh
and zetting up of a small scale value added product
unit. A display of value added products and by-products
developed by Central Institute of Fisheries Technology
was arranged for the benefit of the participants.

e madl: director.cift®@icar.gov.in

Pulses Production Technology
under National Food Security
Mission

Jodhpur, 11 December 2015, Or . B, Pandey (Director,
CAZRI} Tnaugurated a two days Zonal Workshop,
organized by the Agricultural Technology Application
Research Institute, for Krighl Vigyan Kendras (KVis) of
Rajasthan and Gujarat at Central Arld Zone Research
Institute. Dr Pandey emphasized that Krishi Vigyan
Kendras are the mirror of any institute for display of
latest agricultural technologles. He stressed visits of
the farmers at crop museums fn KYKs. Dr Pandey
opined that the implementation of the programmes
must be carrled out through Panchayof level for
addressing the problems of downtrodden. He appealed
to adopt the soclel apps for the faster diffusion of
innovations in changing climate situation.

Dr 5.J. Singh {Director, Rajasthan Agricultural Research
Institute, Durgapura, Jafpur) namated for the adeption
of seed village concept to fulffil the improved seed
requirement at village level. Dr Singh suggested
variows techniquas like convergent diversion selection
method for seeds; adoption of appropriate ssed rate
Bs per the size of seeds; adopton of linceed as trap
crop in gram against pod borer, reducing the cost of
cultivation, storage techniques, etc. He appealed to
researchers to develop the genotypes which enhance
the nodulaton 15 days earlier before flowering. Dr
V.K. Pandey {Joint Directar, Extension, Jodhpur) opined
that pulses are mostly grown by the marginal farmers
with lower productivity where the availability of
certified seed i also scarce in relation to demand.
Hence, it is a timely initiative for enhancing the pulse
productivity in the zone. He also viewed that the
losses due to yellow mosalc virus in the pulse
production &5 a matter of concem. Dr RP Rohilia
{Director, ATARI) informed that 2,825 demonstrations
on pulse crops covering an area of 1,130 ha have been
Bllocated under Matlonal Food Security Misslon in
Rajasthan and Gujarat for enhancing the productivity
and appealed KVKs to implement the program
effectively.

e maill; kvkeazrijodhpurgigmail.com

Launch workshop of CIFE-
Academic Management System

Mumbai, 18 December 2015.Dr N.S. Rathore (DDG,
Education} inaugurated a launch workshop on Central
Institute of Fisherlez Education (CIFE)-Academic
Management System {AMS), organized by Central
Institute of Fisherfes Education in collaboration
with Divislon of Computer Applications, IASRI, Mew
Delhi, which is working on ‘CIFE-Academic
Management System’to strengthen the academie
activities of the Institute. Dr Rathore, appreciated
the initiative taken by the CIFE to develop CIFE-AMS
and advised to kesp in place the essentfal
infrastructure for implementing the CIFE-AMS. He also

stressed the need to conduct the training for staff and
students perfodically to keep them up-to-date of the
system, A total of five modules were inftiated to cater
the needs of the students, faculty, Dean, Registrar
and Administrators for performing assigned dutfes.

e mail: director@cife.edu.in
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Workshop on Fisheries and
aquaculture response in
emergencies

Mumbai, 18 December 2015. Dr Marendra Singh
Rathore (DDG, Education) inaugurated a Workshop on
‘Fisherles and Aquaculture Response in Emergencles’,
organized by the Central Institute of Fisheries
Education (CIFE), to raise awareness within the
diverse stakeholders about the vulnembility of the
sector, current frameworks for response and the need
to be better prepared through appropriate trainings.
Dr Rathore stressed the Importance of Judiclal use of
resources to ciroumvent disasters occurring due to
climate change.

Dr Gopal Krishna (Director, CIFE) emphasized on
responding to emergencies and disasters on urgent
basis. Other dellberations were on the Role of MOGM
in Disaster Management, Role of Indlan Coast Guards,
ard live demonstrations were about the sep sefety
device for fishars.

e mail; director@cife, edu.in
Kissan Gosthi at CIFA

Bhubaneswar, 1 December 2015. Shri Pracipta Kishore
Satapathy (Project Dlrector, DRDA, Purl) inaugurated
the Kissan Gosthi at Central Institute of Freshwater
Aquaculture (CIFA), Barapada, Astarang, Pur in
collaboration with Central Marine Fizsherles Research
Institute, Puri Field Centre and District Administration,
Purl. DPr P. Jayasankar (Directar,CIFA) 1n his
presidential address mentioned the importance of the
programime “Mera Geon Mera Gauray” launched by our
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India to have a direct

'ﬁﬁi‘?ﬁﬂih} Eui.léiug

interaction of the sclentists of ICAR and agricultural
universithes with farmmers in the field. The concemed
scientists would provide fnformation on farming
technologies, cop varleties, market price, weather
forecast etc, The CIFA, Bhubaneswar has adopted 75
villagez in Khordha and Pur districts under the
scheme. The sclentists of CIFA have demonstrated
liming, stocking of Sayant] Rohu seeds in community
pand, feed preparation etc. and explained the farmers
the benefit of scientific fish rearing. Practical
problems of farmers in agriculture, horticulture,
fisherles, livestock management etc. were addressed
by the resource persons from CIFA, and Central Marine
Fisherles Research Institute, district officials of Pur
and other line departmenis, banks, agencies and other
stakeholders.

Dr Reeta Jayasankar (In-charge, CMFRI, Purl Fleld
Centre) has given some initiatives in community
Torestry in 700 acres flood affected village of Asana,
inland aquaculture and cage farming In Devl rver
which is connected to the sea. More than 340
participants including 250 farmers and fanm women
from Asana, Maiguan, Barmpada, Derunia, Athatira,
Astarang and Alasahi participated in the ‘Kissan
Gaosthi' programme, Six progressive fanmers were
felicltated for thelr successful adoption of sclentific

farming practices.
e mail: pjayasankar@yahoo.com

Traditional disease-resistant
varieties developed at VPKAS

Haldwan| tal, 25 October 2015. Shrl Harish Rawat,
Chief Minister of Uttara khand, inaugurated Krishi
Mahotsay Rabi 2015 and said that Vivekananda
Parvatiya Krishi Anusandhan Sansthan (YPEAS) has
developed high-ylelding disease-resistant varfeties
and package of practices to incremse the overall
productivity of traditional crops like, finger millet
{mandua), barmyard millet (madira), horse gram
{gahart), black soybean (bhat), amaranthus (chua) and
buclwheat (Kufiu/fafer) in the hill region. Besides,
many small- farm tools and implements have been
designed and developed for sowing, Intercultural as
well as post-harvest operations and value addition to
these crops. The value-added products were developed
in crops lke, finger millet, bamyard millet, soybean
and black sovbean. Value addition options to the
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traditional craps ke, finger millet (mandua) and back
soybean {bhat) can help the farmers to generate
employment as well as additional income. The
nutritional value of finger millet ts well lovown now,
arnd the mamkeen prepared by finger millet fs very
delicious. The tofu (cheese) prepared from black
soybean (bhat) and soybean fs nutritious as well as
very tasty. The Institute has developed the
technologies for the efficient, cost-effective and
house hald production. These products were prepared
and displayed at the stall.

e mail:vpkas@nic.in

VPKAS technologles show-cased
under TSP

Munsyarl, & October 20M5. DOr J.K. Bisht (Director,
VPEAS) along with sclentists attented 57 Hari Singh



Jangpang! Smarak Krishi va Jadi-booti Pradarshani
organized by Srl Harl Smarak 5amiti and Malla Johar
Vikas Samiti at Munsvari Block in district Pithoragarh.
The farmers were aquainted with the institute’s
technologles and were apprised of the work being
carmied out by the institute in the Johar area under
Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP), The technologles were also
showcased In the Institute’s exhibiton siall. With a
view to further extend the reach of institute’s
activities in the area, two farmers each from 12
villages of Malla Johar were identified for imparting
training on the technological interventions identified
for introduction in their area, These trafned farmers
would serve as nodal persons in their respective
villages for dissemination of institute’s technologles
and implementation of technological interventions.

As part of rabl 2015-16 technology demonstration
programme, seed of improved varletles of wheat
{¥L Gehun 907, YL Gehun 829 and YL Gehun 892) and
bardey (VL Jau 118) were distributed to farmers in
village Patet and Ghatgad (Mdihat block); and Bala
{Munsyari block) of the Johar area for on-farm
demonstrations. The broader idea underlying this
programme s to train some of these farmers for
urdertaking seed production of improved varieties,
which in the longer term fs envisaged to lead towands
achleving the larger objective of meking guality seed
available at farmers’ doorsteps in these remote tribal
areas,

& mail: vpkas@nic.in

Plant Phenomics National Facility
at IIHR
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Bengaluru, 1 Movember 2015. Dr 5. Ayyappan
{5ecretary, DARE and DG ICAR) inaugurated the high
throughput Plant Phenomics facility at the Indian
Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR}, and
highlighted the importance of such 5tate-of-the-Art
facilities for addressing the climate change issues. Dr
Ayvappan emphasized the need for high throughput
plant phenotyping research approaches for identifying
crop genotypes tolerant to adverse impacts of ablotic
streses under climate change scenario, This facility
will also support the research activities involved in

non-destructive identification of tolerant genobtypes
under the adaptation strategies to manage climate
change impacts on horticultural crops.

Dr N. K. Krishna Kumar (DDG, Horticultural Sclence)
emphasized the importance of the Phenomics facility
for phenotyping of horticultural crops for excess and
limitad mofsture and high temperatune stresses. Dr
AK. Sikka (DDG, Matural Resource Management)
emphasized the need to extend the utillity of Phenomics
Tarility to the partier Institutes under NICRA and other
Institutes working on horticultural crops. Br Ch.
Srinivasa Rao (Director, CRIDA) also highlighted the
importance of Phenomics facllity for identifying the
tolerant genotypes.

e mail: director@iihr.emet.in

Protected cultivation of
vegetables under TSP

Srinagar. Keeping in view the need for protected and
offseason cultivation of vegetables which can be
utilized during winter during which Gurez road remains
completely closed the Central Institute of Temperate
Horticulture, constructed polyhouses at four different
locations under Trbal Sub-Plan Scheme (T$F). During
winter, these polyhouses were used for vegetable
preduction and raising of nursery seedlings. The low
cost polyhouses were made with PVYC pipes covered
with UV stabilized polythene sheets. Well decomposed
and sleved farmyard manure in combination of
farmyard manure: szand: soil in ratlo of 2:1:1 by
volume was recommended as growing media for
mursery raising and the same performed very well.
Dawar, Markote, Wanpora and Mastan were selected
for construction of low-cost polyhouses and at all the
four locations performance with respect to nursery
rafsing and offseason vegetable production was
significantly very good. Vegetables like kale, tomato,
cucumber, bottlegourd, pumpidn, brinjal etc. were
successfully raised under protected conditlons at
Gurez. Since Gurez remains under snow cover till late
Mmay-June and therefore nursery raising and
transplanting of vegetable seedlings {5 done in late
summer which delays the aopping season. Therefore
utilization of low cost polyhouses for nursery raising
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under protected cultivation will save time and increass
the duration of vegetable availability In the region.

e mail: dircithsgr®icar.org.in
New grape products

Pune, B December 2015, Dr 5. Ayyappan [Secretary
{DARE) and Drector General (ICAR)] interacted with
the scientists and discussed about new grape products,
developed at the Mational Research Centre on Grapes,
such as anthocyanin powder from varety Medika,
cookies made from grape pomace and dehydrated wine
lees powder as food additive. Dr Ayyappan visited
newly constructed extenslon of Natlonal Referral

Celebrations

Leboratary, new Blotechnology laboratory, experimental
vineyard and recently commissioned guest-house,

e mail: dimrcg@gmail.com

61t Foundation Day of Regional
Centre, 1ISWC

Udhagamandalam, 20 October 2015. The Indien
Institute of Soll and Water Conservation (lISWC) ,
Regional Centre, celebratad 61 Foundation Day at Rees
Comer, Qoty, Tamil Nadu. Shri C.Bathrasamy (District
Forest Officer, The Nilgirs) chaired the function and
focused on sofl and water conservation, watershed
management and forest hydrology research for
southern region and pointed owt that the sofl and
water management is crucial and the impact of
conservation structures/ measures will reflect in other
reglons also. Shri Bathrasamy stressed upon the
importance of evergreen and deciduous forest on
reducing the climate change impact on national and
global level.

Dr O.PS. Khola (Head, IISWC Reglonal Centre) said
that the soil and water conservetion technologies and
watershed concept developed by the Institute is
adopted all over Indla. Dr Khosla also highlighted the
policy recommendation on banning of eucalyptus tree
plantation in Nilgiris as the research output of the
hydrological studies conducted over the period of 16
years which was implemented by the Govemment of
Tamil Nadu. Dr Khosle also emphastzed that the Nilgiris
being an ecologically sensitive region has to be
conserved as this reglon is supporting for water and
electrcity needs of adjoining districts of Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Kamataka.

e mail: planbellary@gmail.com
Vigilance Awareness Week 2015

Jabalpur, 31 October 2015. The vigilance awarsness
week was celebrated from 26 to 31 October 215, with
administering of the pledge to all the staff by Director
at the Directorate of Weed Science Research. During
the weeal long programme, varfous evants [l clisplay
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of slogan/poster at different places, essay writing and
debate competitions were organized by vigilance wing
of the Directorate In which staff from all categories of
Directorate of Weed Sclence Research participated.

Shri M.¥. Surtl (Superintendent of Police, CBI,
Jabalpur) delivered an fnvited lecture on “Preventive
vigilance as a tool of good governance’. The
importancs of prevention of corruption act was made
clear through presentation. Purpose, measures,
sources etc. of preventive vigllance were also
described while describing the characteristics of good
gavernance and use of e-govemance.

Dr A.R. Sharma (Director,DWR) urged about
punctuality and speedy movement of files at all stages
following prescribed rules/ regulation and procedures.

e mafl: sharma.ar@rediffmail.com
Yak Mela 2015

Zemithang, 15 Nowvember 2015. Shri Jambey Tashi,
(MLA, Lumla and Parliamentary Secretary (RWD),
Government of Anmachal Pradesh) inaugurated “Yak
Mela 2015' held at Lumpo and General Ground
Zemithang of Twang district. It was organized by the
National Research Centre on Yak, Dirang in



mllahuratlm with 190 Mountain Brigade, Indian Army
and Govermment of Arunachal Pradash. Shri Tashi said
that Inbreeding depression 15 the major concem for
yak hushandry and appealed the scientists to find out.
the ways to reduce inbreeding. He focused on yak
husbandry as a profitable venture.Dr Abhijit
Mitra{Director, NRC Mithun) was also present to
encourage yak rearing community to adopt scientific
practices to make yak husbandry sustainable. Dr Mitra
emphasized that yak and mithun are the integral part
of livestock production system of Arunachal Pradesh
and need to be promoted. Exhibition stall of Lumpo
village was ewarded the best exhibition stall.

Dr 5. M. Deb {Director, NRC Yak) highlighted the
abjective of the Yak Mela to promote sclentific yak
husbandry practices in Tawang District. Dr Deb assuned
to provide six genetically superior bulls from
Myukmadung Yak Farm of MRC on Yak in Pangchen area
of Tawang district to reduce inbreeding depression,
which 1s causing lower body weight and productivity.

& mail: yakdirector@gmail.com
IRCTC’s Kisan Yatra at IVRI

|zatnagar, 16 October 2015. The Indlan Veterinary
Research Institute recetved a batch of 500 farmers
spanscred by the IRCTC (Ministry of Railways,
Govarnment of India) under the newly launched scheme
Kisan Yotra. This was jeintly organtzed by Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd (IRCTC),
Indian Vaterinary Research Institute and Indian
Farmers Fertilizers Cooperative Ltd. (IFFCO).The
farmers were oriented on organic farming,
vermiculture and commenrcial livestock farming through
lectures and demonstrations. They wane shown various

facilitles available at [VRI like Agricultural Technology
Information Centre, Krishi Vigyan Kendma, cattle and
buffalo farm, piggery and vermi-composting units ete,
The farmers were also enlightened on value eddition
in animal products by making a variety of milk and
meat products. The farnmers were also explained about
the theme, *Social Protection and Agricultisne: breaking
the circle of poverty’ of World Food Day. The IRCTC
and IFFCO for partnering with this novel scheme which
could help the institute in sharing information on
various technologies developed by the institute with
the farming commumity.

e mafl: directorhvri@gmail.com

Jai Kisan Jai Vigyan under Mera
Gaon Mera Gaurav

To commemorate the birth anntversares of two farmer
Prime Ministers of India, Shri Atal Behari Bajpayee ji
amd late Shrf Chaudhury Charan Singh if in view of
their enormous and velueble contributions bowards
promoting the application of science and technology
for the development of agriculture so as to bring a
suztainable livelichand among the farming community
of the country the ICAR institutes celebrated this week
as Jal Kisan Jaf Yigvan {between 23 and 29 December
2015) by arganizing various technology demonstration-
cum- training programmes and distribution of
improved agricultural inputs among Tanmers along with
famers- sclentists Interactions ete.

at CRIDA

Hyderabad, 26 December;, 2015. A four-day programine
Jal Kisan Jal Vigyan under Mera Gaon Mere Gaourav
was celabrated at Gunegal Research Farm, CRIDA,
There wag farmer-scientist interaction on design and
construction of farm ponds for efficient utitfzation of
rainwater for different cropping systems, importance
of feed and health management of livestock, housing/
sheltar for animals, need and prospects of farm
mechanfzation fn rainfed agriculture, advantages of
green manuring and the necessary machinery available
for incorporation and use of solar energy for Lifting
the water from farm ponds Importance of Soil-Health
Manegement including :
appropriate method for
collecting soil samplu X
for analysis and hands-
on training session in
Telugu for assessing
sail health qualitatively
was given. This was
Tollowed by visit to on-
station trials/demonstrations. Demonstrations an
dryland implements such as seeders, weeders and
harvesters, a quiz programmes on awarehess and
lnowledge on crop production practices, livestock
production, management, government schemes
implemented, farm machinery and implements,
whenein the farmers from Chowdarpally, Yacharam and
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Gunegal villages of Yacharam mandal and Rangapuram
village of Manchal mandal, of Ranga Reddy district
actively participated.

e mail: director@crida.in

at CIFA

Kaldwip, 29 December 2015, To sensitize the fish seed
grower, farmers and other stakeholders on the
importance of quality seed to increase the production
and to improve hatchery practices to avold inbreeding
Farmer-Sclentist Interaction Meet on ‘importance of
quality fish seed in Aguaculture’ was organized by
Central Institute of Freshwater Aguaculture n
collabaration with Mational Fisherles Development
Board, during Jal Kisan Jof Vigyon week bebtween 23
and 29 December 2015. Dr P Jayasankar {Director,
CIFA) felicitated 15 progressive farmers on 29
December 2015. Avallabillty of quality fish seed
In:i.udfng that of Jayantl rohu in 24 Para;ann dhtn:t

preventiun of 1nhreeding in hatchﬂrles, I:ed'lnnlugy
package far low saline aquaculture of freshwater fish
specles, availability of quality fish feed and dizease
and health management during grow out were some of
the issues raised by the farmers. The Institute also
showcased 1its technologies and noticeable
publications. During scientist farmer interaction,
sclentists of the institute and KVK addressed querties
from fermers in local language.

& mail: playasankar®@yahoa.com

at ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region

Umiam, 29 December 2015, Dr 5.V, Ngachan {Director,
ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region) emphasized
upon the importance of sclentific approach in
agriculture and the potentialities of horticultural crops
like ginger, turmeric, drumstick, vegetables and Mugs
Silk in the reglon. Dr Hgachan stressed upon the
conservation of valuable indigenous germplasms,
resource conservation technologles, enhancing oflseed
and pulses production in NEH reglon and technology
led improved fanming to bring second gresn revolution
in this region. A Farmers'- Scientists Interaction was
organised at ICAR Research Complex for NEH Region,
Umiam. During the week, a techrology demonstration-
cum- training programme waz organized at Smit
¥Yillage in East Khasi Hills district, and Margnar area of
Nongpoh in Ri Bhol district of Meghalaya.
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Dr H 5. Azad Thakur {Directnr] highlighted thE
Importance of “Jai Kisan Jai Vigyan Week' and urged
the farmers for application of sclence led technologles
in agriculture to bring Second Green Revolubon in
Morth-Eastern Hills Reglon of the country. Dr Thalkur
stressed upon the need for the adaption of improved
technologies llke Integrated farming System (IFS),
Integrated Pest management (IPW), Integrated Nutrient
Management (INM), Integrated Water Management
{I'"WM), Organic farming system, Climate smart
technologies, mechanization in agriculture and post
harvesting technologles etc. for a better tomorrow. A
Farmers- Sclentists interaction was held discussing
various agriculture related problems llke availability
of guality inputs, disesse and pest management,
marketing issues etc. faced by the farmers for which
Instant solutions were provided by the expert
sclentists on & cornmen platform. This was followed by
distribution of seeds of different vegetables namety
Radish, Corlander, Spinach, Garden pea etc., among
the farmers along with their technology know-how.

e mafl: syngachan@redifimall.com

at IVRI

Ezathagar, 29 December 2015. Dr A.K. Garg (Joint
Director, Extension Education} chaired the Gosthi
organized in village Rehpura Jagir for the farmers.
The Indfan Veterdnary Research Institute celebrated
Jal Kisan Jal Vigyan Week’ between 23 and 29
December 2015 by organizng various programmes for
the farmers and students of schools and colleges. The
students were taken around the varlous divisians of
the institute such as Agriculture Technology
Infoarmation Centre, IVRI Polyclinic, Natlonal
Biotechnology center, Central Instrumentation facility
etc. and explained about the varlous advancements in
the veterinary sclence and the benefit of the
veterinary research to the farming community. They
were also given a small orientation lecture on the
‘Scope of veterinary education in India’. The Division
of Bacterlology and Mycology alsc organized a
*scientists-Students Interaction-cum-Talk on Johne's
disease’ on 29 December 2M5 under ‘Jal Kisan Jaf
Vigyan programme. A talk-cum-lecture was deltvered
on “Johne’s disease: a bird's eye view'. The
importance and significance of zoonotic diseases and
strategles for prevention and control were discussed.

e mail: directioriyri@gmail.com



at KVK in West Garo Hills

Tura, 23 December, 2015.The Tura in Dingok-
Chenggalma village under Morth Garo Hills of
Meghalaya was adopted by Mr PA. Sangma, an MP of
Tura, under Sansad Adarsh Garm Yojana, 5r A. 5.
Singh (SWS, Horticulture, KVK, ICAR, West Garo Hills)
briefed the farmers about the concept of "Ja Kisan
Jai Vigyan', organtzed by Kishi Vigyan Kendra, KCAR,
Tura in Dingok- Chenggalma village under North Garo
Hills of Meghalaya, and promised the farmers that
new technological interventions will be taken up in the
adaopted village for thelr
benefit. 5A Singh also
focused on technologles
and interventions
available with the KVK
and how it will help them
to attain sustainable
livellhood. A farmer-
sclentist interaction was e ———

also organtzed during the occaslon and seeds of
watermelon and dolicos bean were distributed among

the participants.
e mail: kvk_tura®yahoo.com

at Bhubaneshwar

Bhubaneswar, 29 December 2015, Dr S, K. Srivastava
{Drector, CIWA) briefed the importance of celebrating
Jai Kisan Jai Vieyen Week' and gave elaborative
deliberation on role of Central Institute of Women in
Agriculture {CM'Wa) In gender mainstreaming and
women empowearment. The scientists emphasized on
linkage between farmers and sclentists for effective
transfer of technologies and briefed about the
activities organised during <elebration. The scientist-
farmer interface, debate competition for farm-women
and quiz competition for children were organtzed. In
the outreach program-mes, the importance of having
closer linkage between farmers and sclentists for
effective transfer of technologies were highlighted. As
the part of celebration, three outreach programmes
were organized in three villages namely Kadua,
Chamarpeda and Bandhahata of Purdl and Cuttedck
district of Odisha.

Dr P C. Mohanty (Vice-president, Bharat Krishak Samaj,
Mew Delhi and President, Orissa Krishak Samaj,
Bhubaneswar) Chiefl Guest, stressad upon the role of
farmers to make India self relfant in food production

and emphasitzed that the innovations in sclence and
technology should reach to the farmers for increasing
productivity and income. The programme was attended
by mare than 80 farmwomen and ather stakeholders
of different villages from the Purl and Cuttack districts
of Odisha.

& malil: director-clwadicar.gov.in

at National Rice Research Institute

Cuttack,29 December 2015.Dr A.K. Nayak
{Director,MRRI) inaugurated a Krishak Goshihi,
organized by National Rice Ressarch Institute, at the
Sansad Adarsh Gram “Urall”, Cuttack on 23 December
2{15 and said that policy on minimum support prices,
imput _

managemant
and creation of '.
buffer stock |
are the result
af szclentific
and policy |
researches.
The sclentists
and KVK
personnel visited three villages on 28 Decamber 2015
and organized awareness meeting on “Jal Kison Jo
Vigwan' week and three farmers were chosen for their
apinion leadership using socfometry method. The
celebration was also organized at the Institute on 29
December 2015 and farmers and farm women of these
villages participated in the programme and the leaders
50 selected were felicitated.

& mail: directornrri@icar.gov.in

Sports Day

lmmtnagar, 31 October 2015. Under the aegls of Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (KCAR), four days Zonal
Toumament (Eastarn Zone) began on 28 October 2015
at Indlan Veterinary Research Institute for developing
sports quality. Sixteen teams of different ICAR
Institutes participated and around 30 games were
organized for the staff (men and women).

Major General ¥PS Bhakuni (VSM, Garud Division)
fnaugurated the Zonal Tournament and expressed
happiness over his participation and emphasized the
importance of games and sparts to maintain physical
as well as mental health. He stressed that all the staff
should take part in this tournament with great
sportsmanship. Shil Bhalini urged the participating
teamn not to compromise with strength, honesty and

integrity in life.

Dr Y.K. Gupta (Joint Directar {CADRAD) and Officlating
Director) highlighted the glorious track record of the
Institute. He appreciated the discipline and
commitment of the sclentists and staff.

e mail: directorivri@gmall.com
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CIFT wins Best Poster Award in
5% International Sympesium on Cage Aquaculture in Asia

—

5" Interertatinem
Cage Aguaculture in Asia

Kochi, 28 November 2015. Smt P. Jeyanthi
{Scientist, Central Institute of Fisheries
Technology} has been awarded 'Best Paster Award’
in the 5% International Symposium on Cage
Aquaculture In Asia (CAAS), held from 25 to 28
November 2015, at Kochi., The paper was on
‘Comparative assessment of conventional and cage
oulture fish farming in Emakulam district, Kerala,
India® awthored by B Jeyanthi, V. Chandrasckar
and Nikita Gopal.

e mail: director.clift@gmail.com

PEIWII.IIE].

Trainings

Umiam 5 October 2015, Under Prime Minfster Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana {PMHSY) a S5-days capacity
building programme on ‘Preparation of District
Irrigation Plan for All indla Service Cificers ((LAS
& IF5) of North-East India’ was organized at ICAR
Research Complex for NEH Region.

e mail:smgachan@rediffmail.com

Dehra Dun, 8 October 2015.The Indian Institute of
Sgil and Water Consaervation, started 113™ batch
of 4-month regular training programme ‘Certificate
Course on Soll and Water Conservation, and
Watershed Management’.

e mall: directarsoflconsmgmail.cam

Dehra Dun, 12 October 2015. To address the Issues
related to natural resource degradation in the forest
greas of the country, 10-day trainfng programme
on ‘Preparation of Micro-Watershed Management
Plan’ was held at Indian Institute of Soil and Water
Conservation.

e mail: directorscilcons®gmail.com

Dehra Dun, 30 October 2015, The Indlan Institute of
Scil and Water Conservation (lISWC), organized a
five- day short training programme on “Advanced
Engineering Measures for Drainage Line Treatment’
from 2& to 30 October 2015.

& mail: directorseflcons@gmail.com

Bhopal, 27 October 2015. A Model Training Course
on Improved Agricultural Machinery for Farm
Mechanization and Entrepreneurship through
Customn Hiring for Self-Emplayment Opportunities,
sponsored by Department of Agriculture and

Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare, Govt, of India, was organized from Z7
Qctober to 3 Novemnber 2015.

e mall: director@ciae. ret.in

#» Chennal, 5 December 2015. A six days training
programme on "Aquatic Animal Health Management
in Brakishwater Agquaculture’ was organized at
Central Institute of Brackishwater Aqueculture,
Chennal from 30 November to 5 December 2(H5.

e mail: kiodjavan®@cibe.res.in

» Mumbai, 18 December 2015. Dr S.D. Singh (ADG,
Fy.}) inaugurated a eleven - day CAFT training
pragramme on ‘Nutrigenomic Approaches in fish
Mutritional Research’ on & December 2015 at Central
Institute of Fisheries Education.

e mail: directonfcife.edu.in
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