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Government of India
Ministry of Home Afrairs

(hrbltc Section|
#

Sorth Block, ltew Delhi - (}1.

To 
Dated Str August,20zl

?he Chief Secretaries/ Adminietrators of
All State Governments / UT Administrations,
Secretaries of all Mintstries/Departmeats of Government of Indla.

Subject: $trict compliance of the provisions of Ftag Code of India, 2(Xt2 and
the Prevention of Ineults to National Honour Act, t97t- Advisory.

Sir/ Madam,

I am directed to say that the Indian National Flag represents hopes and
aspirations of tJ:e people of our country and hence should occupy a position of
honour' There is universal affection and respect for, and loyalty to, the National flag.
Yet, a perceptible lack of awareness is often noticed. amongst people as wefl a1
organizations/agencies of tfre Government, in regard to laws, practices and
conventions that apply to display of the National Flag. A copy each of :fhe prevention
of Insults to national Honour Act, 1971'and 'Flag Code of India, 2AAZ' which govern$
display of National Flag, are enclosed herewith for strict compliance of the prolvisions
contained in the Act and the Flag Code (copy also available on this Ministry,s website
w'yw.mha'gov.in). You are requested to undertake mass awareness programme in
this regard and also to give it wide publicity through advertisements irthJelectronic
eu:d print media.

2. Further, it has been brought to notice of this Ministry that on the occasions of
important national, cultural and sports events, the Nationat ftags made of plastic are
also being used in place of National Flags made of paper. Sincel plastic flags are not
biodegradable like paper flags, these do not get decomposed'for a long--time and
ensuring appropriate disposal of National Flagi made of plastic commensurate with
dignity of the flag, is a practical problem, You are, thereforl, requested to ensure that
on the occasions of important national, cultural and sports &ents, Flags made ofpaper only are used by the public in terms of the provisions of the trtag Coae of
India, 2oA2' and,such paper Flags are not discardedor thrown on the groirnd after
the event- Such Flags are to be disposed of, in private, consistent with the dignity of
the Flag. Thus, you are also requested to give wide publicity in the electronic and
print media for not using the National Flag made of prastic

Yours taithfully,

Encl: As above.

(Vrjay Kumarf
Deputy Secretary to the Governrnent of India

Tel: 23A9 3101
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Copy to:
1. President's Seeretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. Yice - President's Secretariat, New Delhi.
3. Prime Minister's OI[ce, South Block, New Dglhi.
4. Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi.
5. Otfice of all Governors.
6. Election Commission of India, New Delhi'
7. l,r:,k Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.
8. Rqjya Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.
9. Registrar, Supreme Court of tndia, New Delhi.
l0.Registrar, all High Courts.
1L.Office of Comptroller and Auditor General of India, New Delhi.
12.The Union Rrblic Service Commission, New Delhi.
l3.Central Vigilance Commission, New Delhi.
14.NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi-
1S.All attached & Subordinate Oflices of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
16.5 Spare CoPies.

Deputy Secretar5l to the Government of India
Tel:23O9 3101



B1272st202ltcoordlrnli$nligpli|mroN OF TNSULTS TO NATTONAL IIONOUR ACT, t97t
No. 69 of 1971 (23'd December, 1971)

(Amended by the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2005)
No. 51 of2005 (20'h December. 2005)

An Act to Prevent Insults to National Honour

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twenf- second year of the Republic of India
as follows: -

1. SHORTTITLEANDEXTENT

(1) This Act may be called the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act,
1971.

(2) It extends to the whole of lndia.

2.

whoever in any public place or in any other place within public view burns,
mutilates, defaces, defiles, disfigures, destroys, tramples upon o. *otherwise
shows disrespect to or bring! into contempt (whether by words, either spoken or
written, or by acts) the Indian National Flag or the constitution of India or any
part thereof, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
three years, or with fine, or with both.

Exolanation I - Comments expressing disapprobation or criticism of the constitution or
of the Indian National Flag or of any measures of the Govemment with a view to obtain
an amendment of the constitution of India or an alteration of the Indian National Flag
by la*ful means do not constitute an offence under this section.

Explanation 2 - The expression, "Indian National Flag" includes any picture, painting,
drawing or photograph, or other visible representation;f the Indian National Flag, or of
any part or parts thereof, made ofany substance or represented on any substance.

Exolaqation 3 - The expression "public place" means any place intended for use by, or
accessible to, the public and includes any public conveyance.

*Exolanation 4 - The disrespect to the Indian National flag means and includes-

(a) a gross affront or indignity offered to the Indian National Flag; or

(b) dipping the Indian National Flag in salute to any person or thing; or

(c) flying the Indian National Flag at half-mast except on occasions on which
the Flag is flown at half-mast on public bu dings in accordance with the
instructions issued by the Government; or
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(d)

(e)

using the Indian National Flag as a drapery in any form whatsoever except
in state limerals or armed forces or other para-military forces funerals; or

#using the Indian National Flag:-

(D as a portion of costume, uniform or accessory of any description
which is wom below the waist of any person; or

(i1) by embroidering or printing it on cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins,

undergarments or any dress material; or

putting any kind of inscription upon the Indian National Flag; or

using the Indian National Flag as a receptacle for receiving, delivering or

carrying anything except flower petals before the Indian National Flag is

unfurled as part of celebrations on special occasions including the

Republic Day or the Independence Day; or

using the Indian National Flag as covering for a statue or a monument or a

speaker's desk or a speaker's platform; or

allowing the Indian National Flag to touch the ground or the floor or trail
in water intentionally; or

draping the Indian National Flag over the hood, top, and sides or back or

on a vehicle. train, boat or an aircraft or any other similar object; or

using the Indian National Flag as a covering for a building; or

intentionally displaying the Indian National Flag with the "saffron" down'

(0

(e)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

0)

J.

Whoever intentionally prevents the singing of the Indian National Anthem or

causes disturbances to any aisembly engaged in such singing shall be punished with

imprisonment for a term, which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both.

*3A

Whoever having already been convicted of an offence under section 2 or section 3

is again convicted of any such offence shall be punishable for the second and for every

subsequent offence, with imprisonment for a term, which shall not be less than one year.

Note 1: * Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Act, 2003 (No. 31 of 2003 dated 8.5.2003)
Note 2: # Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Act, 2005 (No. 51 of 2005 dated 20.12.2005)
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The Indinn Hntirnat Flag repre$ents thc hopes and
aspiratiors oftbE pnaplc of ktsi&. It is the E)rmbol sfour natioad
pride. Over the last five decades, several people including
msmkru sf snnc{ fcltss htye unsrrldgingty lald dowxr thsir
livcs to k**p the tricolour flyi*6 in it* futl gtrory"

Theg ** univerml aff*ctinn *nd rexpct for, and loyalty
to, th* Nstisnal Flag. Yet, a psrceptibtre lack of cwsren*ss is

*fr*n n*ti*mdn not only ;Innsn&$t people but nls* in the
orgnnixatirn$agcnEiss of the gsryenffirsnt, 

iry 
t1p*ryl to laws,

pmntierx amd cnnv*ntl*ns th** fiSSly ta the dirpl*y of th*
Natisnnl fflrg. Apnrl fram mom*$otxrttrry instnrctio.ns issued by

thc ficvcnlmenf fmrn tim* t* tim*, dixpl*y ofthc Nafio*al Ftag

is gcvrrncd by the proviri$nr sf the Emblerns and Namss

(Prev**ti*n of Innproper U*e) A*t, I S50 {No" l3 of I S$il} *nd

the Prcv*ntion of Insults ts Nstirnul Hsnour &ct, 1P71 {Ns.
6* of IS?t)" Flag CCIde of lndia, ?00? is an attnrnpt tm bring

tng*fh*r all ruch laws, convsrrticms, practiees and iaxtructisns
fur the guldmce and benc{}t *f ctrl *sncrrned"

F*r the sake of convenieme*, Flag Code of India, ?002,

hn* b**n dlvided into threc perts, ffln I tf thc Cnds csntains

ge*erxl dcr*riptisll of the Hnti*nal FImg" Fart II of th* Ceidr is

drvtlted t*l th* disptry of thc Natiuunl flag by rccnrbsrs sf
publi** privnte orgnnieation$- *duratinnal institxt irpnx- *tc " Part

III ofthe Code r*lates tu dixptay af the National Stag by Central

and $tate gclvernfnent$ and their nrgmni$ntimns and ag*meies-

Flm6 ffcd* *f India- ?il02, tnkcs etTect krm Janunry ?s.

StlS? *nd rup*rse*ler thc-Flag Code - Indin'es it existcd-
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I.1 Ths Nationsl Flag sktl be a tri-colaur panel made up of
thrne rcet*ngular panels or sub*panels of squel widths, Tha
cslour of the top panel shatl bs Indir saffron (Kcsari) and that
of the bsttom panel shall be India gre*n. Ths middle panel
shall be white, bearing at its centre the dcsign ofAshska Chakra
in navy blue colaur with 24 equally spaced rpokes. The Ashoka
chakra shall prcfhrmhly bc scr*rn print*d or sth*rwi** print*d
or rtsnc*led ry ruitebly ernbroidered and shall be eornpletely
visible on beith *ide* rfthe Flag in the csntre of the white panel.

l.a The Natirmal Ftrag sf India shall be made of hand spun
snd hand wsv*n wool/eotto#silk khndi bunting.

I.3 Thc Hational rke shell be rc*tanglilar in shape rctio
ef the length to ths h*ighr {width} sf the slag shalt b* r:2.

L4 The standard sizes ofthsNatianal FIag shall be as fbll*ws:-

Ftrcg $ics I{u.

1

2
t
J

4
5

6
7

I
I

I .5 An appropriat* sie* should h* chosrn for displ*y" The
flags nf 450X300 rnm sixe are intended fior ai,rcrafts nn vvlp
flights, 225N150 rnm size for moror-cars *nd r50xr00 mm
size for tablm flags.

Fim*nrionr &n mm

s3s$ x 4200
36*0 X ?40S
27$0 X IS00
1800 x r?00
1350 x 900
900 x s00
4$S X 300
2?5 X, 150
r50 x ts0
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SECTION I

2.t There rhrll be no restriction oD the display
of the l!l*t*on*l FIog by ffiGmh*r* of S*n*rel
prrblic, priv*te organie*ticn*, **nc*tion*l lmctituti*mm,
*te*n cxceft tc thc extenf pr*vided in the ffi,n*blems amd

Nemes {Prevtnticn of tmproper Use} Ast" l&5fi* and

*Ths Emfu* nnd l{*mxffrtrmtfior nf Imprcp;r Um} *rt' lm'
$ecrian #; #r r**s dcl lpds.ss thc **xiaxt *thetrwise requires:'

(a) 'bmbler?,u w& ts*lqyrilc&Jera, s**l/X*g- f**ffiia
effit-e{**nfi# ar pi*t*riorl twrysex/,atlpr* rys*fi*d fn

the Sch*date"

&*rirx J"' JFrrwfiftrf*m*xg cffihing *antrrined irr crty lxw tbr
the tims being in {*rcar x# W?#Qrc shr,ltr rxeepf fx
sxe& sdtscs and rxdsr rur* *sr?ditie{,n$ {ff muy b*
pr**rr*&*d *y r** #xntraf #*vernmenl, il'rfl- #r
t#r*#i#il# fo H##, f*r t*rx Purp#$# a/ aay trEds,
fir*simss, mtlingmrprx$'xmlm- *rr m rftr llrf* *f xryn

Went, or in *ny rr& rmflr* qf&*i6rt, #r{} n#flrs #r
snr*lerfr,Ep#crssd ix th* sr&*dllIc ot #nl? e*l*urr,b{*

" itxitatian thereqfw$r&r*xt th*prrruir**prrmissiun al
lfte Central #rlvrrnmrrnf ur *{,ru*Jr *ffirrrr et''

#or'*ru*alent as Brtr# ha *x*horis*d ir rftfx *r**{f *'f
the C sntrsl Goyerxnxsmt.

##f#i Y** Indisn fifurirff$f flr# &dr.r &een qperry'erf {ts ff$

umbl*m in the Schmdule tu the Act.
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any eithcr law *mrtad oa the subject. Kecping in vi*rx the
pruvini*nr sf the afurumrsnti*mod Act* -

{i} tk* FIug shell mst k uscd for comrnereial purprres in
vislatiom of*re Embterrr e$dHaffis$ {$brenranfisrr cflmpper
Use) AcL 1950;

{ii} th* Flag st}*I, *rst he dippd in sdrm tr amy Wffioilr or thing;

** Ths Frwsu**m rf Imrrul& t* Nrttryuxl H*u*ur.{&, \Wf

within publf* vferr **rr**, wnttilxle*r dei*c**, d*Slaxr
dffiXwns, destroy#, trnmpl*s KW& *r *tl*erwise
&#rqffi {rnfim 6*n# W Wt#wr W vwrdr,, *itlwr spk*n
*r writr*r* w @ n*tx), tlw krdiwn ?lxti*rwl flxg.,. .., *!.
*r nny p*rrf thxreo$ sk*ll &e pumlshed with
rrqprrk*u*urar fur a tcrrn which moly wtsnd to thrce
ys€{rc, *r wi$h fiww, sr wttfir b*tir.

Explanu#imm J. - C*wmxxtx expr*xxiwg
disapptwbr,fi*m *r rrr#ie*xm gf,,*.** i.i th* Indisn
Natirrrwl Fl*g *r *{xrry w***vwma sf t{w G*vsrnwent
witk c yrets rs obtoin,..... ".-or sn fflterstion af tk*
lxdiun Nstio$st ffixg by luwfwl weawx du n(rt
eurwtitute tn uffence unfur thtx x*tti*rc.

f;;ptarwtiore 2- * TW e4prm,r*lan "lndlan Nuivnal
F{*9" inel**der ury pi*twr pxin(ing, drawing *r
ptrrrrqgrry&, ar rrthsr rlri$fe repr&ff&ntstian af th*
Irud$nm lYari*mat Flag, *r af frny p$rt or p#rt*
rfi*r*rJ rwade *f xrcy ru&$enee or r€prssented sn
any ru$.rf*rnc*.

fixplanxtio,n 3" - The *qpmxri*n "p*btic plaw',
I?nsmrrs *ny pla*w intandxdf*r *ffir by, *r ***sssible
t*, th* pwblic and includes uny pwbffs *orrusyffNtff.

q
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1n 
*kiqgrc HsS iyp* xr halrm*g on public buildings

i* no*,ordeuc* witk the i**kuctionr ie*u*d by the
Crorrcrnmenq

tiv) the Flrg sk$Il xst br uxeS fi* e drap*ry in auy fiurm
ueslr*cvcil! innhdfuW psilme fumtr*;

(v) the Flng shstl nst be ussd sB s portion of costurlle sr
unifurm of any de*eripti*n rlsr dIf,Il it k embraidcred *r
printcd upen cushis$s, lrsndk*rcbicfs, napkinm er nl?y

dr*$* ma*nrid;

(vi) leuering of any kind shall not be put upon the Flag;

tvii) *p fing skgtrl $ot bB usd &s & nffipt[olc {br rcc.einimg"

delivtring, hslding or *arrying anything;

pmvid** rhat tk*re shmll h* nn cbi**tian to keeping flaw*r
petel* insidc thr Slag bryfbre it is unfurlsd ar pnrt mf

*elebr*tions on special a*ca*ions *nd on Nation*l trays
Iiks the Reputtric fiay end th* trndcpwndenue S*y;

(yiii) rryhen urcd oa o€casloxs like unveiling q]f e $tefus. the

FtaA *trall bc disptayed dimt*,nctly and separately and it
shatrl nst fu u$td as a e$Ysring fiulr the stetue sr munu$:enti

(ix) the Sl*g shell nct be used tc covcr a spe*kefls desk nor

shatrl it k drryd &yer n xpa**r'm plntfamr;

{x} t}fi* f*ng *hetl n** be imtmxrimmlly ellou'cd to touch thm

graund ar the fl*or or treil in water.

(xi) thc Flag shall llct bs drnp*d svsr the hCIqld, tsp, sides *r
bsnk of a vnkicle- traim" hmmr sr ffn air*raft;

(xii) the Flag stralt ru)t b* ussd *s {* &*vnring fmr a bu*ldin6; nnd

(xi*i) tbe Flcg chell not bs iutentional*y display*d with rhe

"saf[i*n" d*vrR.
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3.3 Amxrhm$f S#is,apr*rtle#ga"ixnfionnran*dr,lrdi*md
*nstislt'ise ry lpid*irylay tlr* Hgimal Ft*S oar ell days snd
oc.easinnx, *arrma#al on s&arw*$s. Com*isbnt with thc di$d,ty
snd hsnsur sf&e Natiand fkg -

{i} whs,$wer tb H#isral fkg ir dkplayd it $hould oecrryy
th* po*ition ofltmnur# *km*d bc dirt*nrtly plnd;

{ii} a damagod or dishevelld Flag shordd mt k displayed;

ffi) the F!ry should nar h flowu frsm a *lnglc m*sthcxd
simultaneously wi$r any other fl"g or flrgr;

tiv) thr Ftag drould not be flown sn smy rstrrisls sxCIspr in
essffdilffss with eB provisiolrs aontai# i* $ection tX of
Pnrr ilI sf#lis Ca&l

{v} w}ren t}rc Flag is dirytafod on a @st'splm&rm, it stmuld
be flo$m on tlr FSBfikdff rigkr a* k fasffi th* mldiamce CIr

flaa againm*& trml$,shsrre &d khid the sp6e&w;

(vi) when the Ftag is disptayd flat and horizontat on a umll, the
**ffion h'*nd *ould be rryp most ed when dirplnyed
trrytis&lly, eG s*fu bffid Ml he m lhe rifllrt s'ie ffififfiffi
r* rh* FI*g {i.e" Iafte *e Wn e**rg rk Flagh

{vii} ta the extent pnsoible, the FIag should confurm to rhe
sp*cificxtionr pescribed in par* t CIf€ri* #*ds.

(viii) m* oth*r flag ar bunting sl$utd be placed higher rhen or
absvs or ride by side wtth the Natio*l fkg; nor should sny
ohjecr i**luding flowers or garlands or emblem h pla*d
sn sr absvs tke Flag-rna$t from urhich the Flag is flCIwn;

{ix) the slag shsuld nct be used &s & festoon, rosette or
bunting or ir: any other memner fqr doo$rstisn;

{x} rhe Flag rnads of peper may be wsvcd by public un
qrccasions of imporlent national- *ultural and sport$

11
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events. Hcrvever' suuh peper Flegr should not be
disserdsd or thrs!ilm on ths praumd aftsr the event. lLs fur
*s pcrsible, it should fue dixposd of ia private etlmsi*{enr
with the dignity of the FInS;

(xi) whsrc the Flag ir dirplnyed in sper, it ehsuld* as Ier e,s

possiblen be flown from surlriee to aunsst, irrerpe,etive of
weather conditions;

(xii) the Flag should not be dirplayed or fcstencd in any m$mnsr
es ffisy damage iq and

$&sn tlre flry is in a dsrnsgd cr soild csnditisn, it *hall
be eesMyed ss a \trkole In private, prefembly by burning tr
by sny ather rnethod sfflsistent with &e dignity ofthe FIag.

fi*s,,xIffiil,q

?.3 Thc Nntional SIag may be hoisted in educatiCInal
in*in*tians {schcols, *nlleg*c, $S*rt$ calnp$, snaut e&rnps, et*.}
t* imspir* respact fur thc Flng. A model s*t of instru*ti*nx fbr
guidanoe is given belnw *

{i} The Schoal wilt sssemhlc i;l op*B sqlrern foruratiun rryith

pupilr farming the three *idrs cnd the Flag-*taff at the
centr ofthe fburth sids. The Hcadmsster, the pupil Inader

snd the psrsslr unfrrr*ing th* Fl*g (if othcr tham th*
H*admsstor) wilt $tend thrmc psses hehind thc Flag-xtaff"

(ii) The pupils wiU &ll accordi*g ts classes and in squads of
ten {or oth*r numkr eccording to strength}" These sqtladn
will bc annnged one bchind the other, Th* pupil leader
of the class wiil etend tc ths rieht of the first row of his
nless end the furm master witrI stnnd thrse peff$s behind
tl*e last row of hi* clars, towards the middle" ?he clapsos
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{ii i}

will be arranged along the square in the order of seniority'
rryith the seniurmCIst clnss st th& right erid.

The distnnce between eash rsw rhould bE at least one
pase {3CI inchss}; and tho sp**e betureen Form and Forrn
should b* the same.

When each Form or Class is readp the Class lsader will
step forward nnd salute the selected school pupil leader.
&,s s*on as all tfts F$rrns fire ready, t&s ssho*l pupil lender
will step up ta ths Headmaster and sclute him" The
Headmaster rryill return the salute. Thsn, the Flag will be
unfurled. Ttrs $ehosl pupil leader may assist.

The School pupil leader in charge of the parade (or
asssmbly) will snll the parade tn ettsntion, just befurr
the unfurling, and he will call them t* thn nalute wtrren the
Flag flies out. The parade wiltr keep at the salute for a
brief interval, and then on the csrnm&nd "ordsr"o ths
parade will com* to ths ffitte$ti#n p*sitirn.

{iv}

{vi} The FIag Salutxtiom w*ll be fstrloqrsd b}, the Naticmsl
Aathsm. Thc pnrade will b* krpt at thm at*nti*n during
this part of the fuuction

{vii} Sn all occasiont whcn the pledge k taken, the pledge
*ill fullonrths Natie$al Anthsrn. Whsn taking the pledge
the &rsembly w&Il $ts$d {o stt&xtion cnd ths Hesdnrnstsr
will administsr the pledgc csrcriloniouxly and the
Assembly will rspe*t it after him.

{viii} In pledging allegianc* ts ths National Flag, the practice
t* be adapted In $choolr is as &llsws:*

$tanding with folded hands, all rcpeat togsther the
futrlrwing pledge:

'-l pledgc nllegiancry te the Natioxral FIag nnd tu the
$*ver*ig*l Smcimlist Ss*ulnr D*rnocratic Republie f*r
which it stands""

13 r

{v}
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Section
re&T. III

SECTION I

NETMI{CE IHSTALLATIONSIHXAI}$ OT KIISSTOH#f?OSTS

3"1 Th* provisions of thi* Psm *hall not apply to fiefbnce
Installatisns thnt havs thcir owxt rule fur display sf ths Natio*al

Slng.

3 "2 Thn Hatianal Ftag may a[*o be flown on the Hendquarterx

and ths re*idsn*es *f the H*nds of MissiomslP*sts abroad in

ths counriss whelt it is *ustsmexy fur diplomatie and consulsr

representativcs to fly their National Flags on the Headquarters

nnd th*ir nffi*ial resid*ncex,

s$sTxqN rI

OTTICTAT NI$P['AY

3 "3 Subj*ct to the prlovi*ians ct*tnined is $tction I above, it
*hntl bu mcndnt*ry fur all Crurrmmmontr and thcir ory*miratinnsl

ag*nciw ts follot*'the pruvlsions sontuinsd in this F*rt'

3.4 Sn all occasions firyr efticial displny, mnly the Flmg

can#nmring to specificatians l*id dswn by the Bureau of Indian

$t*nderds*&nd h*ariug thsir mtnndmrd msrk shnll be u*ed- (}n

nther oucesisns &lso- it is dssirnble thst tlntry sucl: Flags mf

appropriate size are flown"

F$.rsrr}rsnpI, I,{$Y ox,rHs ITArIotrtI" [k4# stl
THE CEI,{TI}&L. Al-{p sT#rr fiovm&Ne{sry rfi eNI}

THEJR (}R$AII{ I s4f l{}l$i *l!'r D Afi eFi (lS$.
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spnTro!{$r

C$RRECT NISPLAY

3.5 l&rherever thc FIng ir flsffir, it *hould aecqry the pcsition
cf honour and be distincttry plrced.

3.6 Where thr praetice is te fly the FIng on any public
building- it $haltr be fforryrr om &et buitding on all days including
sund*ys and hslidsyc &nd, except as provided in this code, it
shall he flCIwn frsrn oun*riro to sun-s*t irrerpective of wecther
etlnd*tions. The FIeg mey bt flown on such a building at night
al*n but this should be onty sn ysry rpccial psnesiorrs,

3.7 The Flcg *rellnhmnys brhaistdmkh,*nd tswwd slawly
and c€remoniously. wlren rtle kisirB srd &a lowering of thi
Flag is accompanied S appintu bn*Is calt& {he haisring and
lawering should be siurultanmus witll thr kxgla seils.

3"s when the Fleg is dinplayed from s rtnff projecting
hsrirsntally or at an snglc &em a xidnrqfl$ill, kl*ony, or frCInt ol
a buildin&. *le *affinn band shdl be at the farthsr end of the $tatr

3"$ when the Flry is displcyd flat sed hcrjzonral or a wall.
the saffron band *hall be upper most and when displayed
verticallv" the scffion ba$d shall k ta thc right with rcfbrence
to the TIag, i.e., it mey be to the Icft of a per*on fr*ing it"
3,10 when the Flag is displaycd str & spe*ker'e platfonn, it
shdl be {lswn sn a statr cn the spe*kat's rifiht ax he f&css th*
audicncs or flat against the u,ell above *ad hchiud the speaker.

3. I t s/hen uscd or scsasions like thc unveiling of a statue,
the FIag shall be displayed distinctly and repnmtely.

3. l3 lYhen the Flag ir dirpluyd elsne on & mctsr cw, fr.strnll bo
fltrqm fi.sm a sta& which should be affixed fimrty either an th*
middlc front of the bsnnst or ts th6 ftont right eide of the sar.
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i 3.13 When the Flag is carried ir a procession or a parede, it shall

be either an the marshing right, i"e. the Flag*s own right, sr if
there is a line of otlrer flags, in fi'rnt sf fhe ceRtre of the line.

SECTION IV

INCORRECT DISPLAY

3.14 A damaged or disheveled Flag shall rot bs displayed"

3 " 1 5 The Flag shntl not be dipped in salutt to any psrsoll nr thing,

3. 16 FIo ather flag or bunting shall be placed hig}rer tha* or

abcve sr, fpccept as hereinafter provided, side by slde with
the National Flag; nor skall my object ineluding ffcwers

or gadands or emblem be ptaced sn sr above the Flag-

ma*t from which the FIag is flown-

3 " I ? Th* Flag shatl not be H$frd s$ s fb$toon, rosette or bunting

nr in any other rnanner for deeoration-

3 " I S The Flag shall not be used to cover a sp*aker's desk nor

shall it be draped oYer a xp*nker's platform-

3.I9 The FIag shall nat bc displayod with the "saffron" down.

3.?0 The Flag shall nat be allnw*d to tauch the ground nr the

fl or or trail in wat*r.

3.? t The Flag shall not be di*played or fastened in any fiI&nnsr

as mey damage it.
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$T,CTION Y

MISU$T

3 "22 The Flag shall not ba uscd as r drapory in any form
udrntso€ver rxcept in Statefldilitarylcentr*l Para military
Forcss funcrals hercinaftsr provided,

3"23 Tlre Flag skdl *ot be drapcd srl*r the hoodo t$p, sides or
bar,k of a vehicle, train or bcat.

3.?4 Th* Flag shall not bc used or stsred in *uch a mffirner as

raffy damaga or soil it.

3.25 Whf;nI the Flag is in n d*rnngrd or soiled *amdition, it slrall
llot bc cest asids or dinmspecffiilly dirpo*ed of but shell he
dc#oyed as a urhol* in privffc, peksbXy by burning or by
any ather rns&d consistent nrlth &e dignity of rhe fllag.

3.;S The Flag shall not bc used ax a covcring for a buitding.

7,-Z'f The Flag sh*ll not hfi usd fis s pa*iom of a eosfume or
unifsnn of any dmcription" It shdl not be embmidered ar
printed upon cushions, hffrrdkf,rchiefx, napkins or bnxes-

3.?S [,*tt*ring of amy ki*d *hdtr $st be put $pon rhe Flag"

3.29 The Flag sheil not be used in any frbro uf advsrtisement
n*r *hall am adnmtisimg sign be &smsd tm the polr from
which thc Flag is flown.

3.3S The $lag shflIl not be uscd &$ s rccsptesls for receiving,
d*livcring, kolding or conying amythlng,

Frovided that tlrcre shall k ns objectionto kesping flower
ptnl* inside the Flag before it is unfurled, as part of
eelchrations o* spmci*l oseesiorls ffrd sn Nationnl Days
like the t'epublic Dny and th* Imdependenee Day"
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$ALUTH

3"3 t iluring the ccrumany *f h*ixting or law*riog thr Slag or
wllrn &* FIag is pessing in e pamde or in a revirwu cll
per$ons present should fac* thc Flag and *tnnd at
sttf,rxtisn. Th$s& prer*nt in mifbrm should rsnder thn
apropriate salute. rfrfhen thr Fltg is in a rnoviag *ulurnn,
peffiorls pre*ent will st&nd nt sfi*ntion oE salute as the
Flag Fr*sss &em. A dignitsry mey take the salute withsut
s h*ad dress.
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fifi]crrss Yrr

TTI$TLAY WITH SLAGS Or OTXtrN,I(ATIONSAND Or
UNTITSI} NATISIII$

3.32 whnn displny*d im a *traight line rvith fl*gr of other
c*$ntri*s, tl*s Natiomnl Flag rh*ll br an the extrsfile right;
i.*. if en obsefin&r w*re tp stnnd im the ucrter of the row
c*f t*le ftrags &cing the crydis$ss, the National FIng sh$uld
bs t* his sxrreffis right. Th* p*ritiou is illustratcd in the
diagram beltw:*

;;l;t;t;;r;;t;;t;
I rl;ttt;lr;;ttll rlill*al;taltt;;il; tlrr til;atiltl;tlltil rrtiltttrttlriltlilt t

AUD!ENCM
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" 3"33 Flage sf foreiglt couxltries rhall proceed as frorn the
Natiannl Slag in *lphabctieal ordrr an ths basis of f,nglish
y*rrioms of thc nfirtrofr sf the sCIuntries concsrned. It
wonld bc pcrndssibl* in such f, csse to begin and also r*
end the row of flagw with th* Natiilnal F'lag sud *[s*l tp
include Natisnat Fla6 in the normal countrywise
alptuktical ordsr. The Nstional FIeg shall bs h*isted
first and lowercd l*st.

3,34 In sssc flagn sffi to k flo*ln in a* oFen cir*le i"e", in *n
a$s or r sf,mi-cirele, tlr* s*m* pr*eedure shall b* adopted

cs is indiceted in ths preceding clause *f thie Ss*tion" In
{l*gs are to be flown in a elosed, i.e., complets circle,

the Hutisnal Ftag shetl mnrk th* beginning of the circl*
end thr flags of other countrins should pro*eed in x
slackrriss maan€r uatil the lsst ftrsg ir placed Eext 1r thc
Hetiomat Flff&. It is *ot n*cs$sfiry to use scparats HstionflI
Flags to mark &c beginning snd ths end of the eircle of
flngs. Ths Nationsl Flag shnll also be inclxd*d icr it*
atphabctical order in sueh a clored circle '
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3"35 When the Nati*nal Fl*g is displayed against a wall with 
w;:

another flng from crossnd staffsn the National FIag shall
br on thc right i"e. the Flag's own right, and its stalf shall
be in front of the staffof the mthcr flng. Thm p*rition is
illustrated in the diagrafi: b*Iorry:-

lltrtttt *:*:ttttrIrrtttttttttttltrllttttlettttr*ttrItilrrtrt:*t* *****rlt}rtt*ttrt *:r*)
AUryIHT-*trffi

mil;*tililrilf-mryrew
ffi ffiffi,tilil-ffiffiffiilfiw*
ilJ.,-r 

- 
-rrr -rrr r- 

-E 
* -= GE*i6.AffiL- ry.r 

=HT ffiq

=i 
E tr \^_.,'.€r! ll \'' I=

IL-rr----r--JIn:il;ttilffi
-TITIIIIT!-IrrrIIrII---J
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. 3.35 When the United Nation's Flag is flswn along with the

Nati*nal Flag, it can be displayed on eithrr side of the

l-.latianal Flag. The gener*l pra*ti*e ie to fly the National
FIag on the extreme right with reference to the direetion
which it is {bcing {i.e" extreme }eft of an qbseryer faeing
rhe masts flying the Flags), Thn position is illustrated in
the diagraln below:-

l;ltt;;;lltlltt;;l;r;;tttttt;rttll
rltl;t.ttlllll;;ltt;tt;r*;;;t;;t;;;
;*atltt;tllet;lll

&tilffi*ffiffi##ffi

@

ffi ffi

T&
*ffi
xre

t;
xt
xtr
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3.37 Whsn the Nstiond Fl*g is flown with flagr of other *
cmur*trics, ths fl*S masts sh*ll b* of cqual siee.
kterrrstisnel u$age fu*ids thu di*play uf the flng rf one
nation above that of another nation in time of peace.

3"3f, The N*tional FIse shatrl *st hG fformr frorn a singln mast-
ho&d *imutrtmuwly with Ery elwr ffag or flegr. There
shall be separate masrfuds for different flags.

ffq l$ry Y{#J

DT$TLAY OVER PUBLIC NUILOIITG$ I OFTICIAL
RESIDENCES i

i"39 N*rmally the Naticnal Flag shou*ld b* Jl*rnrn *nly on
impCIrtanr publtc bsildlrgx ruclx ar High courts,
$ccretari ats* eommi r*ianers' offi ces, C*I l*ctorfi t*s 

" 
Jai Is

amd *ffices af th. Districf [foer&* tr/lu*xw*ipallxttsxas]d Zilla
Pnri sheds asd sep*rtmentslrssb$ie se*rsr tlnderraki ngs "

3.4s llr frantier greas. the ttctional FIag rnay be flown sn the
horder e ustoms posts, check p**tu. out paslx and et other
special places where f1y'ing of the Flag has special
signi{icance. In addirion* it m&y hs flnwn om rh* cemp
sites trf border patrcls"

3.-tl rhe National Flcg sh$uld bc flown on the official
residene es of thc President, vice-presid**t, Govern*rs
and Lieutenant oovernore whsn they src at H*adqunrtcrs
and on the building in which they stay during rhe ir visits
t* places outside the Headquarters. The FIag fl*wn on
the $fficial residencs should, however, be braught down
as soon as the dignit*ry lcavrs the Headquarters and it
shsuld be re*hqisted on that buitrding as he eRters the main
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I 1 27 25/2 o#{qtQf$ ile?[&g{U Sf; ?[i8n- ro r he H e adq u arre r s . w h e nd thr dignitsry ls an a visit t$ e place outside the
Headqunrters" the FtaS sko*dd b* hsistsd rlm the building
in which he stays as he enters tk main gate of that building
and it sfuould be brought down a.s soon ss he leaves that
plrce. Howev&r, the Stag should be fle$m from sun-rise
to surt*set on such offinial res.idene*s, irrespeetiv* *f
whethar the digpitary is at Hesdquartsr$ or nnt on the -
Rcpublic Bay, Independenc* Say, Mahatam* Oandhi-s

BirtMay, N4rional Week (6th to tr 3th April, in tlrc msmory
of rna*yrs of Jalianwala Sagh), any other particular day

of n*tional rejaicins as nnmy be specified by the
*ovenfficnt of India or* iu the *nse sf a Statr, sn the

nnniver*ary of formatinn of that Statc.

3 "42 When the Pr'*sid*nt, the Yise-Fresident' sr th* Prime

Minister visirs an instirution, the National Flng may be

flown by the institutisn &$ n msrk af respect-

3"43 On the uceasions of the visit to India by fureign
dignitaries, namely, President, Vicc*Prcsi dent, Emper*r
/ King or Heir Prinec snd tt*e Frime Minister, the Nati*nal
Flag msy be flown al*ng with the FIag of the foreign

c*uutry eoncerned in a*cordance with the rules containcd

in Secticn VItr by cuch pmvatr inrtitution$ ffs are aecording

reception to the visiting {brcign dignitaries and on sueh

public buildings as the fnraign digr*itaries intend tc vi*it
CIn tils day of vi*it to tlm ln*titution"
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DI$PLA}'ON MOTOR CARS

3 .44 The privilege of flying the Naticnal Flag on morsr sars is
lirnited ro rhe:*

{ I } Fresideat;

{2} Yice -Fresldent;

(3) Ocvernors and Liru{enant S*vsrnsrs;

{-t} Heads sf trrdisn Missl*nslPasts abraad in the
c*untriss t* which they af,a &s*rsdited;

(5 ) Prime Minister and other Cabinet Minisrers:

Ministers of state and Deputy Ministers of the union;

chier Ministsr and other cabinet Ministers of a
State or Union Territcry;

Ministers of $tdte and Deputy l#inisrerx of a ,$rate
*r Union Territ*ry;

{6} Speaker of the Lok Sabhat

Deputy Chairman of the Rajyn Sabha:

Ileputy Sp*aker of the L*k $ablmt

Chairmen of Legislative Councils in $tates

Speakers of L*gislative Assemblir:s in Stares and
Union tercitories.

Deputy chairrnen of Legislative cruneils in $tetesi

I)*puty $penk*rs of Legislalive Asssmblies in stares
ancl Union territories;

25
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{7} f,hisfJuxticc of tudia;& 
Judges of Suprema Cuurt;

Ctrief Justice sf ffiigh Ccurts;

Judgw $f Higlk Cssrts.

3.4S Th* dlgnit*ri*a ms;ltion*d in f,]au*e* {5 } ;o {7} *f
p*r**fsfh 3.&{ Hey {Iy the }tslisn*l Fltg an their e&rs,

wheftwmr thty osnsl*er it nc*essery or advisabtre,

3.46 Wh**l n fumign dignit*ry trmvels in a car provided by
*nt'mmenf* ths Nntisrnl Flng will b* flrrryn ru the right
*ide sf tfus esr fld tlre Flag mf the foreign counrries will
hs ffimum an tfua ls& sida of tho nsr.

#srffrfrH #

$TSTLffi {}UTI ?R-*Iilff / AilRCRATTS

3 "*.# the Prcsidcnt trxvels by special train rxtthin thry

s&Hryry, ths Netionpl Ftug rhould be flown frsrn tlee

drhil*#r mb nn fh* sid* f*c*ng the platf*rm of the staticn
fr*m urh*rt the trcin depflfis" The Flag sh$uld b* flsrlrn
tmly u&rn tfue rpwiatr train im stetiansry or wh*n corning
int* th* st*ti*n where ir i* g*ilmg ta halt.

3.49 The Nrtiana! Fkg urill b f!ryqrn s$ the aircr*& *nrrying
th* Fmc*id*n& tk* Vi*a-Presidcnt or the Prime Minister
sil * vi*it ts * for*ign sstrntry. Alaagside thr Srlerional

FIngn thr Flng sf the country visit*d shmcld als* he flormn

but, whcn thC air*rafl larldn in cauntries *ntrsute, th*
Nxlional fl*gs af th* csuntries tcuthed rpould be flown
inrtend, &s a greture of cqnrtery and goodwilt.

3"4* l#fhr* th* Frnnldmtrt ffioss sn tst*r r*ithin India. the )'iatiannl
Flag wilt be displayrd en the side b3* rrrhiclr the President
wlll rmbark thc aircrmft *r dismnrhark ltqlm it.
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HALI."illAS'I'IiiiG

3"5* [n the event of the dearh *f r]':c {*].i\*wixg*xgmrrari*s- rhe
lriati*nal frlag rhall be ?:ali'-n"aasued ai rlxs pia**x xwdx**t*d
irgainst *'mck *m fhr dar.r- cof the death *r tY** &x'g.*.xuxry:-

Qign:ta.r*:

President
tVice -llresident

Ilrinre !linistcr

Spcakcr of'thc Lok Sahha

Chir!' J wstice nf I*d*s

Linion Cabin*t Minisrsr

fu{inistrr (}I- ;t;}t* #r
[)*y^run' h.tinisrer *f t]re L"*ir,rr:

fi*rr*fifit.]f

I"t. (iuvcrrlr)r

t'lue t'Minister of-a State
('lrit: l"Minister of a Iinion rcrritcon

{-'erhinryt h{inisrcr in a Slatry

27

ff ,.*:xx wu w*Wfif;f

llr* afir:nl$$n, ths Flag slm}I
,i.t''.ti:ii;rltlrep}.tccrI.i"..'i.l.j:;],-.i,*':-'.";--";
lrtttt"l:rl lr;ls r){}t I rLcl"r i*1.:f..,Lr: t:. . .
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s th# fh$ . all be h*lf-mestd rt &* place v&ere &* funeml
tnke* ptrnce.

3.53 If Stete mourning ie to bc obseryed on the dmath rlf any
dignitary th* SIaS shnll bc half*martsd throughout ths
period of th* mourniug thruugheut Indis in th* cas* af
&s Union di*nittr*es &nd thrcughout the Ststs or Unisn
tcrritory esnssrnod in th* eese of a $tate or Uni*n
territory digpitary.

3.54 Ham-ma*ting oftlrc SlAg nmd, wlrre n*oe$$aryi obseruance

of $,mte mourning an th* desth of foreign dignitaries witl
be g*v*rned by qpecial inrtrustio$s u,hich will issue frorn

the Mioirtry of Homc Affinira in individual ca$cs.

3"5S Haturithstanding thc ahorys pravisians, in the evsnt af r
hdf-ma*r duy coinciding with the Republic Day.

l*sefmdsnee Dey, Mshs*ems G*ndhi's Birthday National

week {6th tc l3sr April, in the m*rnory of martyrs nf
Jaliantlmla Sagh), ffiI nther prfiicular day of natinnal

rcjaicing ns m*y be sp*citied hy thc &varnment of India

or, lrl the mso of t $tstc, tlR the snnlveruery sf fbrrnstion

sf thst $tats, th* Flryr shsltr Bet bs fl*um ct half*mast

exccpt ovar tbc bsilding whcre thn body of the dcceased

is tyimg until ffieh tirnc it kfis remCIvd and tfunt FIag

*lmtt k r*issd ts ttm fult-m*xt pcsit*on after the body hrs

b*en remsvsd.

3.SS If mrurnimg t&'Brs ts be *bsnnred in * paradc sr procession

wherc a Flag iu c*rried* tws streamsr$ of blaek er*pe rhall

he **ached to *re *p*nr head, allowing the strramsr$ to

fall natumlly" The use of bl*ck erep* in sueh I m&nner

shall br anly by sn srder sf the Sovernment"



29
'u272q?*?WfrS'?fl\SfiUe*ffifi[i8-1n* 

Ftas shatr be hsisted rm rhc
p*ak fnr an imxffirl, them lprp,md to tk-llflUlmsst psition,
hmt befiare lmrry.*rimg th& Flag for th* dny* it mhmlf; h* rmis*d
mgcim to ths, pmflk"

Note:- By h*tf-ms$r i* m*nmt hql*ms down the FIag to on*
half tho dist*mse ktwp*n &* tsp ffffid ths guy*line *nd
in the ah*smca of rhe $sy-limc, half uf rfuc xewff.

3.58 on occasions of Statcrldilitar-v/central para-Military
Forces funerals, lhe Flag $all be draped over the bier or
**ffin wirh th* mffisn rownrds thE homd nf tks bier sr
coflin. The Flag shatl not be lswered into the grave or
burnt in the pyre"

3.59 In the event of death of either the Head of the stare or
Hend of thc oovernrnent sfn furuign sssfttrJf;, tks Indian
Mirsisn ec*redited ttr thgt ssumfry ffirny fly the Netisnd
Flng at hnlf*ffirs$t svsn if that eyeirt &lts on Republic Day,
trndependenss ffiay, Mahetama sandhi-s Birthday, National
week (6th ro 13rI April, in the mcrnory of mafiyrs af
Jalimnwala Bagh) or any rther particulxr day nf natiwnal
rcjoicing e$ m*y hr xpmissd by rfu* *overrun*nf nf India.
ln the event mf dcath uf amy stkmr digmirary of that wuntry,
th* Nmri*rnal sta,g shmuld ns* b& flCIrrn at hatrf-mast by the
Missiuus sxsffpt wfuen the lrrcml practice or protocal
{which should be sssertained from the Dean of the
Iliplomatic corps, where nece$sary) rcguire that the
National Flag sf a Fsreigm h{is*icn *n that country should
sl** b* flnwn at half-mamt.

*&@e*


