RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Thursday, the December 2, 2004/Agrahayana 11, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: PrimeMinister; Agroand Rural Industries; Atomic Energy; Coal
and Mines; Communicationsand I nfor mation Technology; External Affairs;
Labour and Employment; Ocean Development; Over seas|ndian Affairs;
Personnel, Public Grievancesand Pensions; Planning; Scienceand
Technology; Shipping, Road Transport and Highways;

Small Scalel ndustries; Space; Statisticsand
Programmel mplementation)

Total number of questions— 20

Pendency of passport applications

*21. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a number of passport
applicationsare pending in the country,
especiallyinTamil Nadu;

(b) if so, whether it isproposed to set
up onemore passport officeat Madurai,
consideringtheheavy workload at Trichy
Office, toclear thebacklog;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

M oder nization of Postal Department

*22. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) what measures are being taken by

Government to modernise the Postal
Department;

(b) how optimally the Department of
PostsisutilisingV-SATS;

(c) thedetail sof centresthat arecovered
by V-SAT inthecountry, State-wise; and

(d) what innovative areas the
Department of Postsislooking for, apart
from regular post and e-post ?

Agreement between Indiaand Nepal

*23. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA:
SHRI LALIT SURI:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether during therecent visit of
Nepalese PrimeMinister toNew Delhi, any
agreement or Memorandum of Under-
standing was signed, extending Indian
support tofight the Maoistinsurgency in
Nepal;and

(b) the details of specific issues
discussed andthedecisionsarrived at asa
result thereof and thefollow up actiontaken
so far by the two Governments to
implement them ?
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Atomic power plantsin thecountry

*24. SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) the quantum of atomic energy
produced inthe country and itspercentage
onthetotal generation of electricity;

(b) the target production of atomic
energy duringthe Tenth Five Y ear Plan
period;

(c) whether Government haveany fresh

proposals of atomic power plantsinthe
country;and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Rehabilitation of bonded labour in
Tamil Nadu

*25. SHRI BALAVANT ALIASBAL
APTE: Will the Minister of LABOUR
AND EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thelarge scal e practice of bonded labour
inthe Redhill areaof Thiruvallur district
of Tamil Nadu;

(b) whether hisMinistry hasreceived
the National Commission for Women's
report on public hearingson the subject;
and

(c) thefollow up actiontakento secure
therelease and therehabilitation of the
victimsand thepunishment of thoseguilty
of these criminal activities?

Vallarpadam International Container
Trans-shipment Terminal

*26. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of

thefact that theV allarpadam International
Container Trans-shipment Terminal,which
isKerala' sdream project iswaiting for
approval fromhisMinistry for thelast five
months;

(b) if so, the reasons for delay on
Government’s part in sanctioning the
project;

(c) whether Government are aware of
thefact that asthe Indian portslack full
fledged trans-shipment terminal facilities,
themajor chunk of Indian container traffic
isdirectedtoforeign hubslike Colombo,
Singaporeand Dubai; and

(d) theeffortsGovernment proposeto
maketo accord an early sanction of the
project?

Global Positioning System

*27. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAOQ:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafactthathisMinistry
isplanningto provide Global Positioning
System (GPS) for motor vehiclesin Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Chennai, etc.;

(b) if so, the detail s of the System and
how itwouldhelpthepeople;

(c) by whenthiswould beimplemented
inDelhi;
(d) whether hisMinistry isalsoworking

on National Spatial Datainfrastructure
alongwith GPS; and

(e) if so, the detail sthereof ?
PrimeMinister’sAmericavisit
*28. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the

Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

Server3\Session Nov-Dec 2004\Rajya SabhalQL \2876RS\2876RS.p65



(a) thenames of countrieswhose Heads
of State/Government had discussionswith
the Indian Prime Minister on matters of
mutual interest in September last during
hisvisit to the United States of America
foraddressingtheGeneral Assembly of the
United Nations; and

(b) the outcome of the discussionsin
each caseandtowhat extent these parleys
are expected to help toimprovethe cause
of peace, harmony and tranquillity inthe
world?

Dissolution of Advisory Committees

1*29. SHRIMATI MAY A SINGH: Will
the PRIME MINISTER bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
areconsideringto dissolvethe Advisory
Committees constituted in the Planning
Commissionthat consist of foreign aswell
asother experts;

(b) if so, whether itisalso afact that
somehurdlesare being foreseenin this
behalf inthe‘ mid-term appraisa’ of Tenth
Plan; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Non-working of PCOsin far-flung
areas

1*30. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that PCOsinfar-flung rural areas
of the country remain out of order dueto
prolonged faultsintelephonelinesand
instruments;

(b) if so, the number of the PCOsthat
remained out of order for morethan three
months, State-wise; and

(c) the steps contemplated by
Government for improving thetelephone
system at the PCO level ?

National Highwaysin Karnataka

*31. DR.VIJAY MALLYA:
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:

Will theMinister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleasedto state:

(a) thelength of National Highwaysin
Karnatakaand thetotal amount spent on
their maintenance during thelast three
years,

(b) the proposals pending for
upgradation of State Highways into
National Highwaysand by when these
would becleared; and

(c) the programmes of the present
Government in connection of Golden
Quadrilateral roadsin Karnataka ?

Assistanceto adivasisdisplaced by
bauxiteminingin Visakhapatnam

*32. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether adequate measures have
been taken to help landless poor tribals
displaced by bauxite miningin areas of
Visakhapatnam,;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the action taken to ensure that
adivasisarenot deprived of their rightsin
their domain ?

Contribution of EDUSAT
*33. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will

the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(a) whether itisafact that EDUSAT,
India sfirst satellitededicated exclusively
for educational services will shortly
becomeoperational to boost the satellite-
based distance education programmesin
thecountry;

(b) if so, the detailed features of the
EDUSAT;

(c) thedetail sof stepstakento publicise
itsroleandthecontribution EDUSAT can
make so that educational institutions,
professional organizations, etc. canuseits
capabilitiesfor their educational and other
training programmes; and

(d) thedetailsof actionplandrawnup

toequiptheschools, colleges, etc. withthe
requiredterminalsetc., State-wise?

Most Favoured Nation statusto India
by Pakistan

*34. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) thestatusof grant of M ost Favoured
Nation (MFN) statusto Indiaby Pakistan
tohelpfreeflow of tradebetweenthetwo
countries;

(b) thedetailsof pre-conditions, if any,
Pakistan hasattached totheissue; and

(c) the progressmadeto resolvethese
issues?

Capacity of Kudankulam Atomic
Project

*35. SHRI THANGA TAMIL
SELVAN: Will thePRIME MINISTER be
pleasedto state:

(a) what isthe generation capacity of
Kudankulam Atomic Project asof now;

(b) what is the actual generation
capacity that wasoriginally estimated;
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(c) what is the standard of safety
measures adopted at the Atomic Power
Plant; and

(d) how often the safety aspectsare
reviewed?

Complaintsagainst Indian missions

*36. SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA:
SHRIMATI KAMLA MANHAR:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) thenumber and nature of complaints
received against our missionsfrom persons
of Indian Origin abroad during the last
threeyears, mission-wise;

(b) thestepstakentoresolvethem; and

(c) thegrievanceredressal mechanism
inIndianmissions, particularly toassist the
Persons of Indian Origin travelling/
working abroad, country-wise?

EU Summit

*37.SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(@) whether talks held during the recent
EU Summit at the Hague with |eaders of
Governmentsof European Union, included
consultation with EU countries for
establishing/strengthening extradition
arrangementsso that custody of fugitives,
accused for terrorist aswell as economic
crimes, tothe seeking countriescould be
facilitated;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any talks were held to
persuade Government of Italy for
extradition of the lead accused in the
Boforsgun purchase bribery caseinIndia
whoisknowntobehidinginItaly;

(d) if so, theoutcomethereof; and
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(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Grantsfor SSIsin Rajasthan and
Punjab

*38. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of SMALL SCALE
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether hisMinistry has sought
special grants from the Ministry of
Commerce to benefit the Small Scale
Industriesin Rajasthan and Punjab;

(b) if so, detail sthereof;

(c) whether any schemesarecurrently
running under the Central Government to
promote the Small-Scale Industries in
Rajasthan; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?
Enfor cement of Social Security Scheme

1*39. SHRI RAJMOHINDER SINGH
MAJITHA:
DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI:

Will theMinister of LABOURAND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government had enforced
social security schemeinthecountry in
January, 2004,

(b) if so, the facts in this regard

New DEeLHI;
The 25th November , 2004

Agrahayana 4, 1926 (Saka)
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togetherwiththe number of zonesinthe
country inwhichthisschemewasstarted
inthefirst phase;

(¢) the number of personsthat have
benefited, so far under this scheme; and

(d) the number of zonesto whichthis
schemewill beextended by March, 2005?

Growth of service sector

*40. SHRIM.A.M.RAMASWAMY :
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that thefuture
growth of our GDPwould beinfluenced
by the growth of the service sector
substantialy;

(b) if so, whether Government propose
toset up an agency to explorethe potential
for growth of the various sub-sectors of
servicesinthenext few yearsand create
the manpower and financial inputsfor the
rapid growth of service sector through
extension of manpower training and
provision of liberal bank financeinview
of thefact that service sector accountsfor
40 per cent of our GDP;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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