RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Friday, the December 3, 2004/ Agrahayana 12, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Agriculture; Chemicalsand Fertilizers, Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution; Environment and Forests; Food Processing
Industries; Health and Family Welfare; Railways; Steel)

Total number of questions—20

Safety of the goods carried by the
Railways

*41. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY S bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that goods carried
by the Railways which was over 88 per
cent in 1970s have come down to merely
40 per centinlate 1990s;

(b) if so, how far lack of safety of
carriages, pilferage of goods, spreading
corruption and ill-maintenance of rail-
wagons and other equipments are
responsiblefor the less earnings of the
Railwaysfromgoodsandfreight; and

(c) what additional safety measuresand
other stepsincluding raidsare being taken
by Government thisyear?

New fertilizer policy

*42. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERS bepleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Government's new fertilizer policy to
remove anomalies in the 2003 pricing
strategy iscaught intheweb of red tape;
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(b) whether it isalso afact that the
delay in announcing the new policy is
virtually choking the operationsof some
public sector companieslikeFertilizersand
Chemicals Travancore Limited (FACT)
and MadrasFertilizersLimited (MFL); and

(c) if so, the reasons for delay in
announcing new policy?

Female foeticide and sex selective
abortions in Himachal Pradesh

*43. SHRI BALAVANTALIASBAL
APTE: Will the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto
state:

(8) whether Government areawarethat
femal efoeticideand sex sel ectiveabortions
arecommoninHimachal Pradesh;

(b) whether theNational Commission
for Women hascalled for athorough check
ontheuseof ultrasound techniquesinthe
State; and

(c) what istheresponse of the State
Government to the problem?



Projects pending for environmental
clearance

*44, SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) thedetailsof projects pendingwith
Government for environmental clearance,
State-wiseg;

(b) thereasonfor unduedelay inclearing
the projects; and

(c) whether Government would set up
atime-framefor clearance of the projects
submitted by the States?

Reforms in FPI sector of Karnataka

*45. SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA:
Will theMinister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
initiate reformsin the food processing
sector in various States, particularly in
Karnataka;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) the details of theincentives being
provided/proposedtobeprovidedtothe
food processingindustriesin K arnataka?

I1legal kidney transplant

*46. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that many cases
of illegal transplant of kidney in

Government and private hospitalshave
cometolight during current year;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) theactiontaken against theerring
doctors, middlemen and hospitals; and
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(d) whether thereisaprovisioninthe
law to compensate theinnocent donor
duped into parting with akidney, for a
minimum six figure amount in rupees, from
out of thefines/penaltieslevied onthe
doctors/hospitals?

Sugar industries’ suggestion on SMP
of sugarcane

*47. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the sugar industry has
sought an overhaul of cane priceregime
and to lower the statutory minimum cane
price(SMP) fixing it onzonal basislinking
toaverage and not peak recovery; and

(b)if so, thereaction of Government to
theanomaliespointed out by theindustry?

Seizure of silver and gold
consignment from Rajdhani Express

*48. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY S bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Railway
Protection Force hasrecently seized silver
and gold worth crores of rupees from
Mumbai Rajdhani Express;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisalso afact that similar
typesof consignmentsweredetected by

R.P.F. earlier also and if so, the details
thereof duringlast twoyears; and

(d) the action taken by Government
against theguilty?



Assigning Mc. Kensey and Company
the task of improving functioning of
FCI

1*49. SHRI RAJMOHINDER
SINGH MAJITHA:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Mc. Kensey
and Company hasbeen assigned thetask
to givesuggestionsto bringimprovement
in the functioning of Food Corporation of
Indig;

(b) if so, the basisfor selection of the
said organisation and by when the said
organisation would submit itsreport to
Government; and

(c) the amount earmarked by
Government to be paid to the said
organisation toaccomplish suchtask?

Water cess on sea water

*50.PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:
SHRI ABANI ROY:

Will theMinister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
seawater isavailablein the country in
abundance;

(b) whether Government haveissued
notification for collection of cessonuseof
seawater by State Pollution Authorities;

(c) if so, the details thereof and the
reasonsfor collecting cesson seawater and
how muchrevenueislikely tobecollected
by Government;

(d) whether imposing of cesson sea
water will hamper theindustrial growthin
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the country especially in and around
coastal areas; and

(e) if so, the steps being taken to
withdraw cesson seawater?

Special trains for festivals

T*51. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government arerunning
special trainsinview of thegrowing rush
of passengersduringthefestival season;

(b) if so, thenumber of additional trains
runfor each festival intheyear 2004 till
now;

(c) the details of placesof departure
together with the destinations of each
additional train; and

(d) the capacity of total number of
passengerstravelling inthesetrains?

Stampede at New Delhi railway
station

*52. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY S bepleasedto
state:

(8) whether the prime cause of stampede
and resultant deathsat New Del hi railway
station recently was due to issuing of
unreservedticketsto destinationsin Bihar
much beyondthecapacity;

(b) whether to derive morerevenue
Railwayspermit unreserved passengersto
travel inreserved sleeper coachesmuch
beyond capacity causinginconvenienceand
harassment toreserved passengers; and

(c) what steps are being proposed to
lessen thecrowd on platformsincluding

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



curtailment of persons accompanying
travellerswithin station premises?

Accident in Sky Bus Metro Rail

*53. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY'S bepleased to
state:

(a) whether it isafact that during a
recent test-run of the Sky BusMetro Rail,
oneof itsbogies, reportedly, oscillated and
hit apolecausingloss of lives of some
employeeson board;

(b) if so, the details of the accident,
findingsof any inquiry conductedintoit
and the action taken thereon; and

(c) the results of any fresh review
undertaken onthe safety aspectsof the
project and al so on thefeasibility and/or
desirability of itscommercial introduction
asanalternativeurbantransportationdevice
to underground metros and over land rail
tracks?

Stampede at New Delhi railway
station

*54. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
SHRI PYARELAL
KHANDELWAL:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether anumber of persons|ost
their livesat theNew Delhi railway station
asaresult of stampede;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any enquiry has been
conducted in thisregard;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) the concrete steps Government
proposetotaketo check therecurrence of
suchincidents?
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E-tickets

*55. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY S be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government plantolaunch
e-tickets;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisalsoafact that thereis
apprehensionthat thesee-ticketsmight be
misused; and

(d) if so, thestepstakeninthisregard?

Yamuna Action Plan-11

*56. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTS bepleased to state:

(a) thereasonsfor abnormal delay in
implementation of YamunaActionPlan-I1
(YAPII) Development Project;

(b) whether Government would fix the
responsibility for enhancement of the
project cost directly attributableto delays
onthepart of theconcerned officersof the
Ministry and what is the likely
enhancement cost; and

(c) how many slum coloniesand the
number of slum dwellerswill be covered
under Y AP-Il andwhat isthelikely date of
commencement of Y AP-11 and the project
expenditure?

Representation in National Joint
Consultative Committee of Steel

1*57. SHRI RUDRA NARAYAN
PANY: Will the Minister of STEEL be
pleased to state:

(a) on what basis Government sel ect
the representative in National Joint
Consultative Committeeof Steel;

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



(b) the names of those Central |abour
organisationswhich haverepresentation
therein and the names of the organi sations
whichdonot haverepresentation;

(c) sincewhen, thoseorgani sationshave
beenrepresenting; and

(d) the reasons for not extending
representation to others?

Non-availability of wax in Bihar

1*58. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAL:
Will theMinister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERS bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that dueto non-
availability of wax during thelast two years
in Bihar, the industries relating to this
product arebeing closed;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) the steps being taken by
Government to rejuvenate the wax
industries?

Working Group to revamp NAIS

*59. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE bepleasedtostate:

() whether itisafactthat theMinistry
of Agriculturehasin associationwiththe
Ministry of Finance, set up aJoint Working

New DELHI;
The 27th November, 2004

Agrahayana 6, 1926 (Saka)
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Group to revamp the Crop Insurance
Scheme, looking at thefarmers suicidesin
thecountry, particularly in AndhraPradesh;

(b)if so, thetermsof referencegivento
the Working Group; and

(c) whether any time-frame has been
fixed for submitting itsreport; if so, the
detail sthereof?

Financial irregularity at Al1IMS

*60. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havetaken
noteof seriousfinancial irregularitiesinthe
All Indialnstitute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi, as pointed out by audit
recently;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and whether
responsibility therefor hasbeen fixed on
theconcerned officers, particularly those
whofailedto recover loansand advances
runningintolakhsof rupeesgiventothe
officersand staff;

(c) if so, the names of said officers of
therank of section headsand above; and

(d) the action taken/proposed to be
taken against thoseresponsiblefor creating
financial mess?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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