RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Tuesday, the December 7, 2004/Agrahayana 16, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Civil Aviation; Company Affairs, Finance; Panchayati Raj;
Petroluem and Natural Gas; Tourism; Water Resour ces)

Total number of questions— 20

Production of Methanegas

*81. SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA:
Will theMinister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government have
formulated any policy for explorationand
production of Methane gas from coal
seams, wastes of landfill and gasand oil
systemsinthecountry;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) thequantum of M ethane produced
during thelast twoyearsinthecountry,
year-wiseand State-wise?

Installation of CCTV cameraat
airports

1*+82. SHRIMATI. SAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
instal close circuit TV cameras in the

internal areas of the domestic aswell as
International Airportsinorder to prevent
day-to-day incidents of fraud and crime
taking placeat theseairports,

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) by when, afinal decisionislikely to
betakeninthisregard; and

(d) the estimated cost of the project?

Aviation agreement with UK

*83. SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether an agreement has been
signed with Government and Aviation
authorities of UK for increasing the
frequency of flightsby Indian carriersto
the United Kingdom; and

(b) if so, the details of the agreement
andthestepstakenfor itsimplementation
by Air Indiaand other concerned agencies?
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Curtailment in Government postsand
expenditure

1*84. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether hisMinistry has suggested
theMinistries/Departmentsto curtail the
number of Government posts and
expenditure in the light of
recommendationsmadeby the Expenditure
Reform Committee;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) thereactionof concerned Ministries/
Departments on the suggestion of his
Ministry;and

(d) by when, the curtailment islikely
to be effected?

Review of energy security

*85. SHRI R. P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government havereviewed
the escalating threatsto energy security of
the country posed especially by the
emerging problemsof crudeoil shortage
and high prices,

(b) if so, thedetailsof intensivestudies
undertaken, if any, and the holistic policy
and alternative solutionsworked out;

(c) whether Government have also
reviewed the proceedings of the Peak Oil
Conferenceheldrecently inBerlin, wherein
the Associationfor the Study of Peak Oil
has made some grim predictions, onthe
diminishing world oil reserves and the
rising priceof crude, reaching phenomenal
$182abarrel; and

(d) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto?
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Outstandingforeign debt

1*86. SHRIMATI. KUM KUM RAI:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) thetotal foreign debt outstanding
against the country in exclusive terms
alongwithitspercentageinthe GDP;

(b) whether therehasbeen any increase
or decreaseinthesaid debt during thelast
threeyears; and

(c) thetotal external debt owed tothe
country based onthisratioduringthelast
threeyears?

Channellisation of Swanriver in
Himachal Pradesh

1*87. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
theMinister of WATER RESOURCESbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Government of Himachal Pradesh had on
the 4th March, 2002 submitted aproposal
of Rs. 123.93 crores for 16.67 km. long
Channellisation of river swanintheUna
district of Himachal Pradeshfrom Jhalera
bridge to Santokhgarh bridge after its
approval by Planning Commission and
financia and administrativesanctionby the
Himachal Pradesh Government for
providing financial assistancefor thesame;

(b) if so, the details of action taken
thereon and reasonsfor keeping the said
matter pendingtill now; and

(c) by when afinal decisionislikely to
betakeninthisregard?

Supply of gasto Andhra Pradesh

*88. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GASbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
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Government of Andhra Pradesh has
approached hisMinistry for restoration of
full gassuppliesto four independent power
producersinthe State;

(b) if so, whentheproposal/request was
receivedinhisMinistry;

(c) the detailsof GAIL’ sallocation of
gasto the State of AndhraPradesh for
variousprojectsduring thelast threeyears,
year-wise; and

(d) the details of demand made by the
Government of AndhraPradeshfor supply

of gasduring thelast threeyears, year-
wise?

Panchayati Raj institutionsin J& K

*89. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will
the Minister of PANCHAYATI RAJbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the importance of strengthening of
Panchayati Raj institutionsin Jammu and
Kashmir; and

(b) if so, thedetail sof theschemesthat
wereinitiated in Jammu and Kashmir and
theprogressmadethereonduringthelast
threeyearsending on 30.9.20047?

Promotion of alter nateener gy sour ces

*90. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GASbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether about 70 per cent of Indian
CrudeQil isstill imported; and

(b) themeasuresproposedto popul arize
a judicious mix of hydrocarbon and
alternateenergy sourceslikebio-diesel to
solveour energy demand in view of high
international il pricesleadingtooil crisis?
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Joint airlines serviceon international
routes

1*91. SHRI R. S. GAVAI: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government proposeto
provide a joint airlines service on all
international routesby merging Air India
and Indian Airlines;

(b) whether Government proposetorun
only privateairlineson all domestic routes;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

New branches of RRBs
1*92. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) the number of branchesof Regional
Rural Banks State-wise;

(b) whether the brahcnes of Regional
Rural Bankshavebeenopenedin1990and
evenafter that;

(c) if s0, thedetail sthereof, State-wise;

(d) whether some new branchesof rural
banksare proposedto beopenedinthe
current FiveyY ear Plan; and

(e) if so, the detail sthereof ?

External debt

*93. SHRIMATI. N. P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India’s
external debt hasrisentoUS$113billion
ason June 2004,

(b) the components that helped in
increaseof external debt;

(c) the reasons for short-term debt
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increase to US $ 1.2 billion during the
recent review period; and

(d) what measures Government are
taking to reducethe external debt burden
of thecountry?

VAT on tea and coffee

*94. SHRI ABANI ROY:
PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are
considering imposing Value Added Tax
(VAT) onteaand coffeeat therateof 12.5
per cent;

(b) if so, the reasons for imposing
higher rate of VAT on tea and coffee
especially when these commoditiesare
considered to be of massconsumption by
weaker sectionsof society; and

(c) whether Government would
reconsider their decisionto lower the VAT
rateson these commoditiesandif not, the
reasonstherefor?

Hikein pricesof petroleum products

*95. SHRI DATTA MEGHE:
SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(8) whether Government haveincreased
the prices of petrol, diesel and LPG
recently;

(b) if so, thedetailsinregard thereto
andthejustificationthereof;

(c) whether Government have also
taken adecisiontoincreasethe price of
L PG at therate of rupeesfiveevery month
infuture;
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(d) if so, the details thereof and the
justification thereof;

(e) the extent to which the prices of
essential goodsarelikely toincrease due
tohikeintruck freight asaresult of increase
indiesel price; and

(f) whether thereisaproposal toroll
back the prices of petrol, diesel and LPG?

Declineinwater table

*96. SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Will
theMinister of WATER RESOURCESbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawareof a
recent report that declining water table may
resultin no ground water in major States
likeDelhi,inasfew as15years,

(b) which are the top five worst
performing Statesin terms of decline of
their water table; and

(c) what stepsare being planned and
taken by Government toremedy thecurrent
situation?

Narmadar ehabilitation cost

*97. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of WATER RESORUCESbe
pleased to state:

(a) whethertheGovernment of Madhya
Pradesh hasraised itsclaim for project
rehabilitation costinrespect of Narmada
Dam oustees against the Government of
Gujarat or the Central Government at a
review panel;

(b) if so, the nature and extent of the
claim; and

(c) Government’ sresponsethereto?



NABARD loan tofarmersin MP and
Chhattisgarh

T*98. SHRI PYARELAL
KHANDELWAL: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(@) whether NABARD isprovidingloan
to the farmersin Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh through State Governments;
and

(b)if so, thepercentageof interest being
charged by NABARD from the State
Governmentsonthesaidloan?

Linkingof major rivers

*99. SHRI MANOJ
BHATTACHARYA: Will theMinister of
WATER RESOURCESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Task Force appointed
by the previous Government with regard
tothelinking of magjor riversinIndiais
still functional;
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(b) if so, the latest statusreport with
regardthereto;

(c) whether the Task Forcehasbeen able
toachieveany breakthrough with regard
to the major outstanding issues like
ecological sustainability, technological
feasibility and financial viability of the
project; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Oil and natural gasexploration

*100. SHRI T. R. ZELIANG: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) thedetail sof projectsundertaken by
ONGC to exploreoil and natural gasin
different partsof thecountry;

(b) whether any progresshasbeenmade
inthisregard; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

YOGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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