Server5\session_june_2004\QLEnglish\916Rs.

RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Friday, the July 9, 2004/Asadha 18, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Agriculture; Chemicalsand Fertilizers; Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution; Environment and Forests; Food Processing
Industries; Health and Family Welfare; Railways; Steel)

Total number of questions— 20

Protecting sugar industry

*61. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY':
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
pruned sugar export support for three
schemeslookingintodwindledstocksand
bullish pricesin the domestic market; and

(b) if s0, the measures Government are
taking to protect the sugar industriesfrom
incurringlosses?

New trainsin Andhra Pradesh

*62. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the State Government of
AndhraPradesh has sought new trains
connecting Secunderabad and Chennaivia
Kurnool, Inter-City Day Expressbetween
Secunderabad and Cuddapah and another
connecting Vijayawadaand Chennai via
Guntur; and

(b) if so, the action proposed in this
regard?

Spurious drugs and synthetic milk

1*63. SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thebusiness
of spuriousdrugsand syntheticmilkis
boomingthroughout thecountry;

(b) if so, whether there are any
appropriatelawsinthisregard;

(c) if so, the punishment provided under
theselawsandthedetail sof theconvicted
personsduring thelast threeyears; and

(d) if not, by when Government would
enact alaw?

Opening of hospitals on the pattern of
AlIMS

*64. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether six more institutes like
AlIMSarebeing plannedto beset upin
backwardaress;

(b) if so, the details of the places
selectedand progressachievedinthisregard;
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(c) the details of the funds allotted,
released and actually utilised on the
construction of thesehospital sduringthe
year 2003-04 and till date;

(d) thedetailsof facilitiesalongwiththe
total bedsto be provided by the above
hospitals;and

(e) by when, the above hospitalsare
likely to be commissioned?

Task Forcereport on microirrigation

*65. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE bepleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that task forceon
microirrigation hassubmitteditsreport;

(b) whether itisalsoafact that thetask
forcehasrecommended for an all ocation of
Rs. 10,500 croresin the Tenth Plan and
Rs. 51,000 croresin the Eleventh Plan to
meet the needs of threemillion hectares of
microirrigational needsof thecountry;

(c) if so, whether Government have
studied the report;

(d) whether the mater has been
discussed with the Finance Minister and
the Planning Commission; and

(e)if so, theoutcomeof thediscussions?

Study regarding problems of farming
sector

*66. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have carried
out any authentic study of the problem
afflicting thefarming sector inthecountry;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) if not, whether Government are
aware of themajor bottlenecksimpeding
thegrowthintheagricultural sector; and
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(d)if so, thestepsproposedtobetaken
toremovethem?

ClIl plan for agricultural reforms
*67. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:

PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether agriculturesector, though
onafastgrowthtrack duetorising private
investmentisunlikely tosustainlastyear's
doubledigit growth, asper Cll assessment;

(b) whether agriculturesector till faces
many hurdlessuch aspoor productivity,
falling water levels, expensive credit, a
distorted market and unfriendly private
investmentclimate;

(c) if so, whether ClI hascomeout with
afivepoint plan calling for agriculture
reformsand increased private investment
toput Indiaonahigher growth net;

(d) if so, whether Government have
considered thefive point plan; and

(e) if so, the steps being taken to
implementthem?

Computerised reservation facility to
encourage tourism

1*68. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
provide the computerized reservation
facility in cities in the country having
importancefromthetourismpoint of view;
and

(b) if so, the names of cities in
Uttaranchal where computerised

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi

Server5\session_june_2004\QLEnglish\916Rs.



reservation facility is proposed to be
provided, keeping in view of the
convenienceof thetourists?

Communicable Disease Control
Programmesin Assam

*69. SHRI DWIJENDRA NATH
SHARMAH: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that
Government’s financial allocation for
various Communicable Disease Control
Programmes in the State of Assam is
insufficient inthe Tenth Plan;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
detail sof the programmesformul ated and
beingimplemented for thelast threeyears
alongwith the names of the agenciesand
the programmesfunded, year-wise; and

(c) out of this, how much amount has
been actually spent?

Increasing incidents of crime and
violence on trains and stations

*70. SHRIMATI JAMANA DEVI
BARUPAL: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbhepleasedto state:

(a) whether inthewake of increasing
crimesandincidentsof violenceontrains
and stations, the Railway Protection Force
will deploy Task Force on every train
starting from July 1, 2004;

(b) if so, the concrete stepstakenin
thisregard;

(c) towhat extent it will helpin checking
theviolenceandrobberiesintrains;

(d) whether the Supreme Court hasheld
that Railway Ministry is liable to
compensate passengerswho arerobbedand
railway administration cannot escapethe
liability; and
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(e) thetotal number of train robberies
which have occurred and passengers
compensated after the Supreme Court's
judgement?

Controlling prices of sugar
*71. SHRI MOOLCHAND MEENA:
DR.T.SUBBARAMI REDDY::

Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government have
introduced some changesin the commodity
release mechanismfromMay 1, 2004 with
regard to sugar pricing policy;

(b) whether the price of sugar which
wasbeing sold at Rs. 1115 per quintal, has
risenby over Rs. 200to Rs. 1321 per quintal
inthe past eight days;

(c) if so, what were other stepstaken
by Government to check therisein prices
of sugar; and

(d) the effect of the steps taken to
control thepricesof sugar?

Checking the steel prices
*72. SHRIRAJKUMARDHOOT:
SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA:

Will theMinister of STEEL bepleased
to state:

(a) the plans Government have to
achievethe set targeted capacity of 60
million tonnes by 2007 from the current
level of 35 million tonnes;

(b) whether it is a fact that steel
companies have hiked prices of steel by
Rs. 1600/- per tonnein January, 2004;

(c) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(d) whether itisalso afact that the steel
companieshavetakenthecover of increase
intheglobal pricesof steel; and
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(e) if so, the stepstaken by Government
to check thepricesand protect theinterest
of domestic consumers?

Review of PDS

*73. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLICDISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether any review hasbeen made
recently to plug the loopholes in the
operation of the Public Distribution
System (PDS) for supply of wheat and
ricetothetargeted BPL card holders;

(b) if so, theresultsthereof; and

(c) the fresh measures being taken to
strengthenthePDSand alsotoextenditto
the poorest blocksin the country?

Import of edible oil

*74. SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:
(a) whether itisafact that the country
is importing nearly half of its total
consumption of edibleail;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) thedetail s of production of edible
oil inthecountry duringthelastthreeyears;

(d) thedetail sof importsof edibleoil in
thecountry duringthat period;

(e) whether thereisasharpfall inthe
production of edibleoil during the period
1996-2003;

(f) if so, the details along with the
reasonsfor thesame;

(g) whether Government have
contemplated any comprehensiveplanto
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enhancetheproduction of edibleoil inthe
country; and

(h) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Suicides by farmers

t*75. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD:

SHRIABUASIM AZMI:

Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE
bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that some news
relatedtothesuicideby farmershavecome
to light in different States specially in
AndhraPradesh, Karnatakaand K erala;

(b) if so, thenamesof such Stateswhere
from newsregarding such suicidesby the
farmershavebeenreceived sofar;

(c) whether Government have
ascertained theroot causeof thesesuicides;
and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Development of Transgenic varieties
by ICAR

*76. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that transgenic
varieties of twelve varieties of fruits,
vegetablesandgrainswill soonbedevel oped
inthecountry;

(b) if so, whether Government have
studied theimpact of transgenic cropson
theenvironment, bio-technology andhealth
of theconsumersbeforegiving consent for
their development; and

(c) the details of precautions taken
beforethey are developed by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
scientists?
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Sickel-cell disease

*77. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that sickel-cell
diseaseismost preval entamongst children
in Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and
remotetribal areas of Maharashtraand
AndhraPradesh;

(b) if s0, whether any nation-wide study
hasbeen conducted about theprevalence
and mainfactorscontributing to the spread
of thedisease; and

(c) if so, the estimated number of
persons afflicted with the disease, the age-
group, racesor areas more proneto the
disease and other resultsof such study?

Selling of spurious ghee

T*78. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that spuriousghee (synthetic) is
being soldinthenameof puredesi gheein
thecountry onalargescalewhichisplaying
havocwiththehealth of public;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) theaction Government proposeto
take against the persons playing with the
health of crores of people?

New DEeLHI;
The 3rd July, 2004

Asadha 12, 1926 (Saka)
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Services of Rail Hostess

1*79. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government havetakenany
decisionto providetheservicesof Rail
Hostesstothepassengersinsometrainsin
the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
traing/expresstrainsin the country inwhich
the services of Rail Hostess is to be
provided; and

(c) by when, such serviceislikely tobe
providedinall thetrainsinthecountry and
the effective and necessary stepstaken by
Governmentinthisregard?

Doubling of Bangalore-Mysore
railway line

*80. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA MURTHY:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government havetaken up
doubling of railway linebetween Bangal ore-
Mysore;

(b) if so, thepresent statusof theabove
work;

(c) if not, by whenit will betaken;

(d) whether any survey had been done
inthisregard; and

(e) if so, theestimated cost of theabove
work?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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