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RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Friday, the July 16, 2004/Asadha 25, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Agriculture; Chemicalsand Fertilizers; Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution; Environment and Forests; Food Processing
Industries; Health and Family Welfare; Railways; Steel)

Total number of questions—20

Production of sugar

1*161. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLICDISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a) thetotal production of sugar inthe
country during 2003-04 and towhat extent
thisislessin comparisonto last year's
production;

(b) whether Government proposeto
import sugar keeping in view the less
production of sugar; if not, thereasons
therefor; and

(c) the steps being taken by
Governmenttoincreasetheproductionfor
striking abal ance between consumption of
sugar and theprices?

Expansion of game sanctuaries

*162. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST S be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
extendthelandareaunder gamesanctuaries
by buying up adjacent land;

(b) whether itisafact that thereisa

need to extend theareareserved for game
sanctuaries,

(c) whether any plan is under
consideration of Government to help State
Governments acquire nearby land to
sanctuaries,

(d)if so, thedetail sof such plans; and

(e) the Stateswhich have been selected
for thispurpose?

Broad gauge linein Lumding-Silchar
sector

*163. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
RAILWAY Shepleasedto state:

(a) the detail s of the progress of the
work onbroad gaugelinebetween Lumding-
Silchar sector of North-Frontier Railways;

(b) by whenthisproject isexpectedto
becompleted;

(c) whether Government will take
initiativeto providetheadditional funds
from DONER and other sources to
completethework;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?
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Status of Sher-e-Kashmir University

*164. SHRI T. S. BAJWA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) thepresent statusof proposed Sher-
e-Kashmir University of Agriculture,
Science and Technology in Jammu and
Kashmir;

(b) thetotal amount sanctioned for the
purpose and theamount utilized sofar;

(c) theland acquired for the purpose so
far, and thecompensation paidtotheland-
owners; and

(d) by when, thewholeprojectislikely
tobecompleted?

New rail linein Manipur

*165. SHRI RISHANG KEISHING:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) thenamesof the State capitalsinthe
country which are not yet connected by
rall;

(b) whether survey of Jiribam-Tupul,
new rail line in Manipur has been
completed; and

(c) if so, the estimated cost of the
project, the likely time to start and to
completetherail project?

Environment clearance for urban
projects

*166. SHRIMATI PREMA
CARIAPPA: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government haveissueda
notification making it mandatory for urban
projectsto get environment clearance;

(b) whether the new projectsrelatingto
construction of new townships and
settlement colonies, commercial complexes
etc. haveal so comeunder the purview of
Environment I mpact A ssessment;

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(d) whether Government areawarethat
severa newtownshipsarebeingdevel oped
around Butkal L akeand Surajkund L akes,
Haryang;

(e) if so, whether the promotershave
takenenvironment clearance; and

() if not, thereasonstherefor?

Telephonic railway enquiry service

1*167. SHRIMATI SAVITA
SHARDA: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that alargenumber
of people call upon railway enquiry
telephonically to get trains related
information and they generally complain
about no response;

(b) if so, whether Government have
formulated any new plantoimprovethe
railway enquiry serviceontelephone; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Cost of AIDS and Cancer drugs

*168. SHRI UDAY PRATAPSINGH:
Will the Minister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government'sattention has
been drawn to thefact that thelife saving
medicinesfor treatment of HIV/AIDSand
Cancer arenot under pricecontrol;

(b) if so, whether Government have
conducted any survey to ascertainthecost
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of these medicinesinthe open market and
themargin being offered by the companies
tothedistributorsand theretailers; and

(c) whether Government propose to
bring strict monitoring on thesedrugs?

AIDS Treatment Programme

*169. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that AIDS
Treatment Programme has started from
1st April, 2004, inthe country; and

(b) if so, the details of Statesand the
number of patientsin each State covered
under this programme?

Fundsfor upgradation of hospitalsin
Assam

*170. SHRI DWIJENDRA NATH
SHARMAMH: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havereceived
any proposal from Assam Government for
allocation of morefundsfor theupgradation
of varioushospitalsin the State; and

(b) if so, theaction taken thereon?

Committee on Climate Change

*171. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government would
constitute aCommittee of expertsonthe
guestionof climatechangeanddetermine
firmly India's position on this crucial
question; and

(b) if so, by when Government would
constitutesuchaCommittee?

51

National Crop Insurance Scheme

*172.PROF.M.M.AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that theNational
Crop Insurance Scheme is being
implemented inthewholecountry;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) if not, thereasonstherefor; and

(d) thedetail sof total number of Indian
farmers who have got the benefits of
National CropInsurance Schemeduringthe
last threeyears, year-wise/State-wise?

Advertisement of tobacco products

*173. SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether the Cigarettes and other
Tobacco Products Act prohibits
advertisement of tobacco products,
including sponsorship of sporting events
by tobacco brands;

(b) if so, whether thisprohibitionis
also applicableto foreign tobacco brands;
and

(c) if so, what action hasbeentakenin
the case of sponsorship of car racing events
used for promotion of multi-national
cigarettebrandspublishedinthelocal print
media?

Transfer of research benefitsto
farmers

t*174. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have
established any permanent system for
providing benefitsof new researchworks
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carried-out by the Agricultural Research
Institutions of the country to the farmers;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) the Statesin which such system has
been established alongwith thelocations
thereof; and

(d) theaverageannual percentage of

farmersof the Statesbeing benefitedfrom
thesystem?

Conversion of forest villagesinto
revenuevillagesin Assam

*175. SHRI URKHAO GWRA
BRAHMA : Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of forest villages
convertedintorevenuevillagesin Assam,;

(b) what is Government's policy to
convert all forest villages, which have
fulfilledthenecessary criteria, intorevenue
villages,and

(c) the steps, if any, toinclude some
villagesunder forest village category which
were settled before 1981 itself?

Mobile diagnostic labs

*176. SHRI SHAHID SIDDIQUI: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) thenumber of mobilediagnosticlabs
whicharefunctioning in different States of
the country;

(b) whether the lack of modern
diagnostic technologies at therural level
leads to the death of millions of people,
especially women; and

(c) whether Government planto havea
big project withthehelp of NGOsto create

anetwork of these mobilelabsfitted with
Ultrasound, Catscan and other facilities?

Improvement in health services

1*177. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether any national norms in
respect of theavail ability of healthservices
have been prescribed for various States;

(b) whether it is a fact that the
availability of health servicesin anumber
of Statesisvery deplorableascomparedto
other States; and

(c)if so, thedetail sof stepsbeingtaken
toimprovethestate of health servicesin
such States, particularly in far-flung
backwardhilly areas?

Processing of fruitsand vegetables

*178. DR.VIJAY MALLYA:
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:

Will the Minister of FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIESbepleased
to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
only two per cent of thevegetablesinthe
country arebeing processed at present as
against 15-40 per centinother countries;

(b) whether thereisany proposal to
reduce excise duty on processed foodsto
boost thedemand for the productsin the
country;

(c) whether Government are
contemplatingto provideasupporting
network of infrastructure of roads,
electricity, transport and cold storage, etc.
totheprocessedfood sector; and

(d) if so, the stepsbeing contemplated
to organizethefood processing industry
onamodern and scientific basisto ensure
quality and cost efficiency in the
industry?
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Anti-smoking Treaty

*179. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether theWorldHealth Assembly
had adopted adraft Anti-smoking Treaty
with the support of 170 nations;

(b) if so, whether Indiahas subscribed
and signed thetreaty;

(c) whether US, Germany and China
haveobjectedtothetreaty; and

(d) if so, thedetail sof their objections?

Inflated price of imported potash

t*180. PROF. RAM DEO
BHANDARY: Will the Minister of

New DeLHI;
The 10th July, 2004

Asadha 19, 1926 (Saka)

CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the middlemen usurp a
major part of thesubsidy being provided
by Government for importing potash by
showing the inflated pricei.e morethan
theinternational price;

(b) whether increaseintherateby even
onedollar resultsinlossof croresof rupees
to Government;

(c)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and

(d) thereaction of Government and the
actionbeingtakeninthisregard?

YOGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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