RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Friday, the December 17, 2004/ Agrahayana 26, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Agriculture; Chemicalsand Fertilizers, Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution; Environment and Forests; Food Processing
Industries; Health and Family Welfare; Railways; Steel)

Total number of questions — 20

Violation of labour laws

*241. SHRI CHITTABRATA
MAJUMDAR:
SHRI DIPANKAR
MUKHERJEE:

Will the Minister of RAILWAY S be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Ministry of Railwaysis
aware of thegrossviolation of |abour laws,
pertaining to minimumwages, right toform
union etc. and anti-workers activities by
Hindustan Construction Company (HCC),
thecontractor engagedin constructionwork
in Banihal in Dodadistrict of Jammu and
Kashmir;

(b) if so, theactiontaken by theMinistry
of Railways, asprincipal employer, tostop
repression directly or indirectly by HCC
on the above contractor's workers
comprising migrant, dalitand minorities; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Loss due to increase in price of steel

1*242. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether Railwaysaremaking any
lossdueto frequent increaseintheprice
of stedl;

(b) if s0, thedetailsof theloss;

(c) whether Government aretryingto
find out substituteof steel;

(d) if so, what arethe detailsinthis
regard; and
(e) whether Government are

contempl ating to manufacture aluminium
wagonsinplaceof steel wagons?

New technologies/systems to check
the loss of foodgrains

*243. SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleasedto state:

(8) whether itisafact that Government
have assigned the task of evolving new
technol ogies/systemsto check theloss of
foodgrainsand post-crop productionto
some Central Research Organisations;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) whether any headway has been
madesofar?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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CGHS Homoeopathic dispensaries

*244, SHRI DWIJENDRA NATH
SHARMAH: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) the details of new CGHS
Homoeopathic dispensariesopenedin
Delhi since 1987 till date, year-wise and
location-wise;

(b) if not, the specific reasonstherefor;

(c) thenumber of new CGHSAllopathic
dispensariesopened in Del hi since 1987
till date, year-wise and | ocation-wise; and

(d) thenecessary stepsbeingtakenby
Government to set up new CGHS
Homoeopathic dispensariesin comparison
to Allopathic dispensariesin Delhi?

Joint study by A1IMS and World Bank

*245. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that accordingto
astudy jointly carried out by AlIMSand
World Bank, 69 per cent of theinjections
givenat Government hospital sareunsafe
and contributein spreading diseaseslike
AIDS, Hepatitisand Malarig;

(b) if so, theother revel ationsmadeby
theabovestudy; and

(c) the action that has been
contemplated by Government on the
outcomeof thestudy?

Incentives for Rabi production targets

*246. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:
DR. AKHILESH DAS:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:
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(a) whether Government have decided
toprovideincentivesto Statesfor meeting
Rabi targets;

(b) if so, the steps being taken and
incentivesthat arebeing providedto States
tomeet Rabi targets;

(c) whether any concrete programmeof
action has been prepared to meet the
shortage of Kharif production whichwas
affected dueto delay inmonsoon;

(d) whether despite sluggish Kharif
production, foodgrain output in 2004 has
beenup; and

(e) if so, whether Government are
confident of meeting foodgrain shortageso
that the demand of foodgrains by States
arefully met?

Landscape railway stations

*247. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY S be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
landscaperailway stationsinthecountry;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) the benefitslikely to accrue from
the proposal ?

Infant deaths

*248. SHRI DARA SINGH: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Indiaranks
firstinthetotal number of child deaths,
with 2.4 million dying before the age of
five, whereas China with a higher
population base, ranksthird with 7,84,000
childdeaths;

(b) if so, what arethereasonstherefor,
indicating figuresof neonatal mortality rate



duringthelast threeyears, year-wiseand
State-wise;and

(c) what preventive measures
Government havetaken, sofar, to control
infant deaths/gender bias from birth
prevalentin certain Stateslike Orissaetc.
and need of raising awareness and
strengtheninglawsinthisregard?

Bogie frame of standard gauge

*249. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY S be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
Railways have devel oped abogie frame of
standard gauge, whichisthegaugeused by
Railwaysall over theworld;

(b) if so, the detail s of the plan drawn
up for its introduction on the Indian
Railways, which, presently, hasentirely
different gauges—broad, metre and
narrow—so as to integrate the Indian
Railwayswith therailway system of the
world; and

(c) thedetailsof initiativestaken, if any,
to explorethe possibility of exporting such
standard gauge railway coachesto earn
foreignexchange?

Afforestation in Assam

*250.SHRIMATI SYEDA ANWARA
TAIMUR: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) theamount of money rel eased by
Government for afforestationin Assamfor
the year 2004-05;

(b) whether afforestation workshave
begun; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof ?
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Procurement of crane from
Switzerland

1*251. PROF. RAM DEO
BHANDARY:
SHRI SANJAY RAUT:

Will the Minister of RAILWAY Sbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether theMinistry hasprocured
acraneworth Rs. 800 crorefrom aSwiss
company which hasnot been utilized so
fer;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether irregul aritiesand scam have
been committed in the procurement and
thesaid craneisof inferior quality and of
lesser capacity;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof;

(e) whether two former Railway
Ministershaverecommendedtolook into
thematter; if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(f) whether Government proposeto
conduct ahighlevel enquiry thereon; if so,
the detailsthereof ?

Utilization of World Bank aid for Gir
forest

*252. SHRI LEKHRAJ BACHANI:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST S be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that large sumsof
money have been spent on Eco-
development scheme on Gir Range in
Guijarat under National Park and Sanctuary
Scheme;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof for thelast
three yearstogether with utilization of
funds;

(c) whetheritisalsoafact that aWorld
Bank team visited Sasan (Gir forest) to
make an assessment of how World Bank

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



aid has been utilised for development of
the forest, lions and infrastructure of
adjoining villages of the Gir Range; and
(d) if so, the details of observation of
theWorld Bank teaminthisregard and
Government'sreaction thereto?

Integrated Disease Monitoring
Project

1*253. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the States in the
country where Integrated Disease
Monitoring Project hasbeeninitiated and
theamount Government s likely to spend
to completethesaid project;

(b) whether the said project isgoing to
beinitiated in country'stwo biggest States,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar and if not, the
reasonstherefor; and

(c) the extent of the impact likely to
affect thehed thfacilitiesinthesetwo States
intheevent of non-starting of the Project?

Overloading in the Railways

*254. SHRI R.K. ANAND: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY S be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is afact that scam of
overloading intheRailwayshasbeengoing
on for number of years causing immense
financial losstothe Railways;

(b) whether thesaid scam hassincebeen
exposed andif so, thedetail sof actiontaken
by the Railwaysinthematter including
filing of FIRs and blacklisting thefirms;
and

(c) what action hasbeentaken/proposed
to betaken against theofficialsresponsible
for monitoring freight movement than mere
transfer only?
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Privatisation of catering services

*255. SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government have any
proposal to privatisethe catering service
inRailways;

(b) if not, thereasonsto entrust the
catering serviceto Tourism Corporation;
and

(c) what steps are being taken to
safeguard thelivelihood of the present
workers?

Sky-bus metro project

*256. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government are aware
about the need for the sky-bus metro, a
Konkan Railway Project, inthe country
whichisconsidered to be safer, technically
sound, eco-friendly and fitted with anti-
pollution devices (SEDS) and al so cost
effectiveincomparisontoundergroundand
dlevated metrorail;

(b) if so, whether Government are
consideringtoaccord agreensignal tothis
long standing demandfor theproject; and

(c) whentheprojectisfinally expected
tostart?

Kerosene distribution through PDS

*257.SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will
the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that keroseneis
distributed throughfair priceoutletsunder
Public Distribution System to domestic
CONSUMErs;
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(b) thedetailsof the scheme and number
of familiescovered and volumedistributed,
year-wisesince 1994-95;

(c) the details of the special scheme,
if any, for consumersbelonging to BPL
category alongwith detail sthereof;

(d) theamount of subsidy involved per
litredistributed in respective category;

(e) whether therearecompl ai ntsabout
substantial diversion of PDSkeroseneto
unscrupuloususefor adulteration of diesel
and other fuel; and

(f) theaction, if any, takentoplugit?

Quazigund-Baramula Rail
Project

1*258. SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether time-over run hastaken
placewithregardtoQuazigund-Baramula
Rail Project;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) the detail s of the action taken or
proposedto betakeninthisregard?

New DeLHI;

The 11th December, 2004
Agrahayana 20, 1926 (Saka)
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Incentive for research standard in
agriculture

*259. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(8) whether Government areconsidering
any incentive scheme for bringing the
researchlevel of agricultural researchand
development institutionsof thecountry
abovetheinternational standard;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and thesteps
taken or proposedto betakeninthisregard;
and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Musi River Conservation Project

*260. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Musi River Conservation
Project waslaunched by Governmentin
the State of AndhraPradesh;

(b) if so, when wasit launched and
targetedfor completion;

(c) theamount earmarked for the project
and rel eased till date; and

(d) the present status of the project?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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