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RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Thursday, the July 22, 2004/Asadha 31, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Prime Minister; Agroand Rural Industries; Atomic Energy;
Communicationsand I nformation Technology; External Affairs;
Labour and Employment; Non-Resident I ndians Affairs;
Ocean Development; Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions; Planning; Road Transport and Highways;
Science and Technology; Shipping; Small Scale
Industries; Space; Statisticsand
Programme | mplementation)

Total number of questions—20

Pending projects of various Ministries

1t*241. DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

SHRIRAM JETHMALANI:

WilltheMinister of STATISTICSAND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that there are
several projectsunder variousMinistries
which were sanctioned 25 years back but
their constructionhasnot started asyet;

(b) if so, the number of such projects;

(c) thenamesof theMinistriestowhich
these projects belong togetherwith the
number of such projects under each
Ministry; and

(d) thetotal amount spent on each of
these projectsupto March, 2004?

Poor functioning of Rohru telephone
exchangein Shimla

1*242. SHRI SURESH BHARDWAJ:
Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefactthat all thetel ephonesub-exchanges
under Rohrutel ephoneexchangein Shimla
arenot functioning properly;

(b) whether itisafact that theearthing
hasnot being done properly intelephone
sub-exchange at Bhatwari asaresult of
which cardseither becomedefectiveagain
and again or theseget burnt andit takes
2-3 monthsto get them repaired;

(c) if so, by when, Government would
improve its condition so as to make it
function properly; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor
togetherwith the number of telephones
whicharelying out of order for thepast six
months?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



Broadband policy

*243. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA :
DR. T. SUBBARAMI
REDDY:
Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have decided
to announce a fresh policy to push
broadband and internet penetration with
focusto providefaster connectivity at
lower prices;

(b) if so, whether Government haveal so
decided to havearevamp of thetelecom
policy; and

(c) if so, towhat extent thisnew policy
would attract new investment, createjob
opportunitiesand provide accessto new
and improved services?

Joint venture for making satellites

*244. SHRI S.M.LALJAN BASHA:
Will thePRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that | SRO has
entered into an agreement with Boeing
company to make satellites under joint
ventures;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) what will be the financial
implicationsfor ISRO;

(d) whether any profitsare expected
by ISRO; and

(e) towhat extent |ISRO would be able
to technically contribute to this joint
venture?
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Number of unemployed persons

*245. SHRI LALITBHAI MEHTA:
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(@) thenumber of unemployed persons
from 2000-01 to 2003-04, State-wise;

(b) what stepsarebeingtakento make
available the employment opportunities
and reduce the rate of unemployment
growth;

(c) whether it is a fact that the
Agricultureand Animal Husbandry field
hasapotential to generatemany crorejobs
atlocal villagelevel, if proper programmes
and policiesareadopted; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Inclusion of new industriesin list of
ARIs
1*246. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD:

DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of AGRO AND
RURAL INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government havegot any
survey or research conducted for including
certainnew industriesintheexistingagro
andrura industries;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) the names of theindustrieswhich
haverecently beenincludedtherein;

(d) thenumber of industriescovered
under agro and rural industriestill March,
2004 alongwith detail sthereof; and

(e) thevalue of annual production done
by theseindustries?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Increase in number of pilgrimsfor
Kailash Mansarovar

1*247. SHRIMATI SAVITA
SHARDA: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether Government have sent any
proposal to Chinese Government to
increasethe number of pilgrimsvisiting
KailashMansarovar;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) thereaction of Chinese Government
inthisregard?

Children covered under the NCLP

*248. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) thenumber of children covered under
theNational Child Labour Project sinceits
inception, State-wise;

(b) budget allocated for eliminating the
childlabour under NCL P, State-wise; and

(c) what action plan doesthe Ministry
haveto eliminatechildlabour by theyear
2007?

National Highwaysin Jharkhand

*249. SHRI R. K. ANAND: Will the
Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT AND
HIGHWAY Shepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that the condition
of National Highways is very bad in
Jharkhand;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor and what
stepshavebeentaken/proposedtobetaken
toimprovetheir condition; and

(c) by when the condition of National
Highwayswould beimproved?
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Schemefor agricultural workers

*250. SHRIMOTILALVORA:
SHRIMATISARLA
MAHESHWARI:

Will theMinister of LABOURAND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are
implementing any scheme or considering
to passacomprehensivelaw for thewelfare
of the agricultural workers who are
particularly inthe unorgani zed sector;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) if not, whether any scheme is
proposed for them; and

(d) at what stagethisschemeispending
for implementation at present?

Child labourersin Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh

1*251. SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH:
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) the number of child labourers
estimated in the country, particularly in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh ason January, 2004;

(b) theactiontaken by the Central as
well asthe State Governments upto the
year 2003-04 to check child labour
alongwiththedetailsof successachieved
inthisregard; and

(c) theaction contemplatedinthisbehal f
for thenext twoyears?

Aboalition of contract labour

*252. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will theMinister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it is afact that there is
proposal under Government’s

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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consideration to exempt some of the
industries, from the purview of law on
abolition of contract labour;

(b) if so, the detailsof industriesthat
aregoingto beexempted fromthe purview
of law;

(c) whether it is a part of the
recommendation made by the Second
National Commissionon Labour; and

(d) what arethe other recommendations
made by the Second National Commission
onlLabour?

Fundsfor Uttaranchal under PMRY

1*253. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
the Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) the status of thefundsrel eased to
Uttaranchal ascomparedtothetargetsfixed
under PrimeMinister Rozgar Y ojanaduring
thelast threeyears,

(b) whether any target has been fixed
under thesaid schemefor thisStatefor the
year 2004-05; and

(c) if so, theamount rel eased and the
number of beneficiariesasagainst thetarget
fixed?

Declaration of Asia Co-operation

*254. SHRIMOOLCHAND
MEENA:
DR.T.SUBBARAMI
REDDY:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether India, Chinaand Pakistan
and 18other countrieshaveagreedtomove
handinhandtobuild up abetter Asiaand
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havepledgedtoresol vedisputesamong
themthrough dialogueto preservepeace
and security intheregion;

(b) whether declaration of AsiaCo-
operation adopted at the end of the Asian
Co-operation Dialoguein Qingdao, China,
recently decided to vigorously develop
intra-regional trade, promoteinvestment
activity for bilateral andregional economic
devel opment and encourageregional trade
arrangements;, and

(c)if so, towhat extent they havestarted
implementingtheseprojects?

Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly National
Waterway system

*255. SHRI SHANKAR ROY
CHOWDHURY: Will the Minister of
SHIPPING be pleased to refer to the
answer to Unstarred Question 1606 given
intheRajyaSabhaonthe4th August, 2003
andto state:

(a) thedetailsof infrastructural facilities
created asondateontheGanga-Bhagirathi-
Hooghly National Waterway system, and
their location;

(b) thevolume and type of river traffic
on the National Waterway system; and

(c) the river ports selected for
development into major inland Waterway
terminalsandtheinfrastructurecreated at
eachterminal?

Postal facility in Gram Panchayats
*256. SHRIMATI VANGA

GEETHA:
SHRIMATISARLA
MAHESHWARI:
Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(@) thenumber and percentage of Gram

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Panchayatsinthecountry whicharedevoid
of post offices, State-wise;

(b) thedetail sof the norms set up for
fulfilment in the matter of distance,
population, income and availability of
resources; and

(c) the action proposed to open more
village post officesfor rural people?

Setting up of logistics posts by Postal
Department

*257. SHRI B. J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Postal
Department proposeto set uplogistic posts;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) howfar thisinitiativewould helpto
improveour customer-careservice, upgrade
itsrevenuesand usher inthe new eraof
e-governance?

Nuclear energy

*258. DR.VIJAY MALLYA:
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government areconsidering
to tap nuclear energy for meeting the
increasing demandsof energy, keepingin
view thelimited avail ability of petroleum
resourcesincludinggas,

(b) what isthe percentage of nuclear
energy aspart of thetotal electricity output
inthecountry;

(c) whether thereisany proposal to
augment investment in expl oiting nucl ear
energy inthecountry;

New DeLHI;
The 16th July, 2004

Asadha 25, 1926 (Saka)
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(d) whether any study has been
prepared onthecostsand benefitsof nuclear
power expansioninthecountry; and

(e) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Tortureof Iragi prisoners

*259. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
thelraqi prisonersat Abu Gharib prison
and elsewhere were subjected to
unprecedented torture and immoral abuse
of their rightsashumanbeings; and

(b) if so, Government’ sreactionthereto
and themeasuresintended by Indiato get
the heinous crime stopped?

Amendmentsin theEmigration Act, 1983

*260. SHRI N.K. PREMA -
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areconsidering
to bring any amendmentsinthe Emigration
Act of 1983 toimprovethefacilitiesfor
job-seekersin the Gulf countries;

(b) whether Government propose to
open new protector of emigrant officesin
Kerda;

(c) Government’ sreactionthereto;

(d) whether any practical difficulty
existsto open new certificate attesting
centresinthe State;

(e)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and

(f) whether Government areconsidering
toexplorethepossihilitiesto overcomesuch
difficulties, if any?

YOGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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