RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor ORAL ANSWERS

to beasked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabhato beheld on
Thursday, the August 26, 2004/Bhadrapada 4, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: PrimeMinister; Agroand Rural Industries; Atomic Energy;
Coal and Mines; Communicationsand Information Technology;
External Affairs; Labour and Employment; Non-Resident I ndians
Affairs; Ocean Development; Personnel, Public Grievancesand
Pensions; Planning; Road Transport and Highways; Scienceand
Technology; Shipping; Small Scalelndustries; Space; Statistics

and Programme | mplementation)

Total number of questions— 20

Saocial Security Schemesunder EPFO

* 441. SHRI DIPANKARMUKHEREE:
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government had designated
the Employees Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) asthenodal agency
for administering social security schemes
inthecountry; and

(b) whether the EPFO, as a nodal
agency, has been authorised to issue
National Social Security Numberstothe
workers covered under various social
security schemes?

Servicesfor accident victimson
Highways

*442. SHRI V. HANUMANTHA
RAO: Will the Minister of ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that the NHAI
Project Office in Rajahmundry has
received offers of help from NGOsand

othersto attend on accident victimsand
also provide First Aid, etc. on major
HighwayslikeNH-5;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and whether
any action hasbeeninitiatedinthismatter;

(c) whether it isafact that the NHAI
hasnot reacted to such offers; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
steps proposed to betaken toimmediately
attendtosuchoffers?

Labour lawson L PG distributors

1*443. SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND:
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Labour laws like State
Insurance Corporationand Provident Fund
laws have been enforced on LPG
distributors;and

(b) thegrounds onwhich theselabour
lawshavebeen enforced?
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Expresslaneon NH-9

*444. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAY S
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether representation has been
receivedtotakeup expeditiouscompletion
of thefour lane expressway on NH-9from
Hyderabad to Vijayawadawhichisvital
frombusinessand commercid pointof view;
and

(b) if so, the action proposed to
completetheproject early to avoid 30to
40 accidentstaking placedaily dueto heavy
traffic?

Civil ServicesReforms

*445, SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Committee on Civil
ServicesReformsheaded by Shri P.C. Hota
has submitted its report to the Union
Cabinet Secretary on the 30th July, 2004;

(b) if so, the salient features of the
recommendations made by the Committee
initsreport; and

(c) thereaction of Government thereto?

Death of lab animalsat I TRC,
Lucknow

*446. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether due to failure of air
conditioning systemin Junelast about 700
labanimalsdiedinthenewly constructed
modern laboratory of Industrial and
Toxicology Research Centreof CSIR at
Lucknow;

(b) if so, whether the cause of the

failureof theair-conditioning system has
been investigated, if so, the details
thereof;

(c) theextent of financial losscaused to
theresearch centreduetotheincident; and

(d) the action taken to prevent such
incidentsand al so against those found
negligentinthedischargeof their dutyin
thisincident?

Releaseof I ndian hostages/captivesin
Iraq

1*447. SHRI PYARELAL KHAN-
DELWAL: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that astate of
confusion prevailed regarding rel ease of
Indian hostagesin Iraq only dueto the
evasivepolicy of Government;

(b) whether itisalso afact that alarge
number of Indian Nationals are still
workingin American Military campsas
captives,

(c) if so, the detail sthereof and by when
Government would bring them back to
India;

(d) whether Indian Embassy in Iraq
remained asilent spectator inthiscase; and

(e) if not, thedetailsof actiontaken by
it?

Indiansin foreign jails
1*448. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI:
SHRI AMAR SINGH:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) the number of Indianslodgedin
foreignjails, country-wise;

(b) whether any stepsarebeing taken

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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by Government to get them released; and
(c) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Delinking of Vadinar areafrom
KandlaPort Trust

PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA :
SHRI LEKHRAJBACHANI:

Will the Minister of SHIPPING be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government havetakenany
final decision on thelong outstanding
request of the Government of Gujarat to
delink Vadinar areafromthe port limitsof
theKandlaPort Trust and returnit back to
the State Government;

(b) if so, the decision taken by
Governmentinthisregard; and

(c) thesteps proposed to betaken to
compensatethe Government of Gujarat for
thecommercial loss, incaseitsproposal is
notacceptable?

*449.

Declaration of certainroadsas
National Highways

1*450. SHRI LALIT KISHORE
CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of
ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAY S
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether thereisany scheme under
consideration to declare the road from
Sujangarh to Salasar-Sikar-Neem Ka
Thana-K otputli-Behrod-Alwar-Nagaur-
Theeg-Mathuraon Ambal a-Hissar-Churu-
Fatehpur-Sujangarh-Nagaur-Jodhpur Pali
National Highway asaNational Highway;

(b) whether thereisneed to declarethe
road from Kolayal to MathuraasNational
Highway by linking Sujangarh-Mukam-
Nokha-Kolayal road with the road
mentionedin part (a) above; and

(c) whether this road would be
developed astoll road by declaringit a
National Highway?

Memorandum from Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh

1*451. SHRI LAXMINARAYAN
SHARMA: Will the PRIME MINISTER
bepleasedtostate:

(@) whether the Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh had submitted a
memorandum to Honourable Prime
Minister wherein main problems of
M adhyaPradesh havebeen mentioned;

(b) if so, the detail sof theactiontaken
by theGovernmentinthisregardalongwith
itspresent status; and

(c) if noactionhasbeentakensofar,
by when the samewould betaken?

Land for theunemployed

T*452. SHRI ISAM SINGH: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether 2/3rd part of cultivable
plainlandinthecountry islying unused
with the Government; and

(b) if so, what isthe plan of Government
to provideemployment to theunempl oyed
personsfrom out of the said land?

Agro-based Industriesin Uttaranchal

1*453. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
the Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) the number of small andtiny agro
basedindustriesal ongwiththenumber of
personsemployedthereinin Uttaranchal;

(b) whether Government are aware of

TOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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thefact that alarge number of such small
cottage and rural industrieshave been
closed down during last few years; and

(c) if so, the number of industries so
closed and thenumber of personsrendered
unemployed asaresult thereof ?

M oder nisation of Postal Department

*454. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) what measuresthe Department of
Postsistaking towardsitsmodernisation;

(b) how optimally the Department of
PostsisutilisingtheV-Sats;

(c) thedetails of the centresthat are
covered by V-Sat in the country, State-
wise;and

(d) what sort of business the
Department of Postsislooking for, apart
from regular post and e-post?

India'sinvestment in communication
sector abroad

*455. SHRI SP.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government plantoinvest
inforeign countriesinthecommunication
sector;

(b) if so, whether any agreement has
been signed or consultationisin progress
withtheforeigncountriesinthisregard,;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) the detail s of the communication
projectsof Indian-origin companiesinthe
foreign countries?

Ban on outdoor useof products

*456. SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:
DR.VIJAY MALLYA:

Will the Minister of COMMUNI -
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether aban existsasof today, on
outdoor use of products (based on
international standard | EEE 802.11b) for
wirelessnetworkingandtransfer of data
between computers,

(b) if so, whether Government consider
any meritin continuing such ban; and

(c) if not, by when, Government plan
tolifttheban?

Implementation of schemesfor
reviving projects

*457. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMMEIMPLEMENTATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that anumber of
major projects, aboveRs. 100 crores, which
intermsof thevalue of investment add up
toabout Rs. 50,000 crores, havebeeneither
stalled or deferred indefinitely in various
States;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof, and the
reasonstherefor, State-wise; and

(c) the stepsbeing takento implement
and/or modify the schemesso asto utilise
the scarce national resourcesinamore
judiciousmanner for fruitful results?

Disruptedtelephonesin Pauri Gar hwal

*458. SHRI DARA SINGH
CHAUHAN: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto
state:
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(a) whether Government areawarethat
thetelephonefacilitiesprovidedin the
villagesof District Pauri Garhwal remained
totally disrupted for long periodsduring
the months of May and June, 2004 despite
consumershavingmadeseveral complaints
for smooth services, particularly in Patti
Edwal Syun, Pauri Garhwal;

(b) whether itisafact that Telephone
Exchangesituated at Gurduri iscompl etely
out of order and telephonelinesof this
exchangearefrequently out of service; and

(c) whether Government havetaken
any action so that villagers get proper
benefitsof tel ephone servicesand ensure
good telephone servicesfor remote areas?

Improvement of rural roads

*459, DR. T. SUBBARAMI
REDDY:
SHRIMATI PREMA
CARIAPPA:
Will the Minister of ROAD

TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have decided
to focus on rural roads and the
implementation of theNational Highways
Devel opment Project envisaged by earlier
Government would not be provided much
financial assistance;
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(b) if so, whether 7300 KM which was
to be taken up under Rs. 30,000 crores
second phase of NHDP, work ononly 596
KMshasbeen completed;

(c) whether Government propose to
improvetherural roadsinstead of National
HighwaysDevelopment Project; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
total rural roadsthat would be under taken
during2004-05?

Manpower Export Promotion Council

*460. SHRI MOOLCHAND
MEENA:
SHRI SUDARSHAN
AKARAPU:

Will theMinister of LABOURAND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government haveset-upa
Manpower Export Promotion Council to
regul atehiring practicesfor overseasjobs;

(b) if so, whether thereisproposal to
open a nodal office for the Council in
Delhi;

(c) whether hisMinistry hasbeen asked
to set-up awelfare fund for the Indian
diasporainvariouscountries; and

(d) if so, what are other steps
Government proposed to taketo promote
multidimensional welfareof NRI including
workersof Gulf countries?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.



INDEX
(Ministry-wise)

PrimeMinister
Agroand Rural Industries
Atomic Energy
Coal and Mines

Communicationsand Infor mation
Technology

External Affairs

Labour and Employment
Non-Resident IndiansAffairs
Ocean Development

Per sonnel, Public Grievancesand
Pensions

Planning

Road Transport and Highways
Scienceand Technology
Shipping

Small Scalelndustries

Space

Statisticsand Programme
Implementation

MGIPMRND—1894RS—20-08-2004.

452, 453,

454, 455, 456, 458,
447, 448,
441, 443, 460,

445,
451,
442, 444, 450, 459,
446,
449,

457.



