RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTENANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Thursday, the December 2, 2004/Agrahayana 11, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: PrimeMinister; Agroand Rural I ndustries; Atomic Energy; Coal and

Mines, Communications and Information Technology; External Affairs; Labour

and Employment; Ocean Development; Over seas|ndian Affairs; Personnel, Public

Grievances and Pensions; Planning; Science and Technology; Shipping, Road

Transport and Highways; Small Scalelndustries; Space; Statisticsand Programme
Implementation)

Total number of questions—113

Employment in Agroand Rural
Industries

170. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@) thenumber of personsemployedin
theagro based andrural industriesandthe
percentage of personsworkingin above
industriesout of total employed persons;

(b) whether itisafact that theempl oy-
ment opportunitiesintheboththeabove
category of industries have declined,;
and

(c) if so, the details of the measures
being takento promotetheagroandrural
industries and increase the job-
opportunitiestherein?

Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Yojana

71. PROF.M.M.AGARWAL: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) thefundsallocated to Uttar Pradesh

under the Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Y ojana
during thelast threeyears; and

(b) thedetailsof amount utilised aswell
asunutilised out of theabove?

Promotion of ARIsin Uttar Pradesh

72.PROF.M.M.AGARWAL.: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) thedetail sof stepsGovernment have
takentopromoteagro-basedindustriesin
Uttar Pradesh;

(b) the detailsof therural industries
under implementationinthe State; and

(c) the details of funds allotted,
sanctioned, released and utilised for this
purposeduringthelast threeyears?

PMRY in Uttar Pradesh

73.PROF.M.M.AGARWAL.: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(a) whether Government have set any
target for generating employment
opportunitiesduring thelast threeyears
under the Pradhan Mantri Rozgar Y ojana
in Uttar Pradesh; and

(b) if 0, the detail sthereof indicating
the actual achievements made in this
regard?

Boosing of ARIs

74.SHRI T.T.V.DHINAKARAN: Will
the Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that agroandrural
industriesin the country arein doldrums
andnot being ableto competeintheopen
market with their products;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) thestepstakento helptheagroand
rural industriesto sustainand grow?

Establishment of ARIs

75. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
formulated any planto establish agriculture
basedindustries, providetechnical training
for it as well as to provide financial
assistance for the establishment of
Industries to farmersin order to bring
improvement intheeconomic conditions
of thefarmers;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) if not, whether Government are
considering to formulate any planinthis
regardinthenear future?

Technical viability of nuclear fusion

76.SHRI K.RAMA MOHANA RAO:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:
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(a) whether Indiaisthinking of joining
thehighly ambitiousproject promoted by
aselect band of advanced countriesto build
aplanttodemonstratetechnical viability
of nuclear fusion asasource of energy;

(b) if so, thedetail s of the project and
the countries that are involved in the
project; and

(c) thefinancial commitment required
to becomeamember of the programme?

Mineral productioninthecountry

77. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
haverecently approved Rs. 4000 croresof
FDI inthe mining sector;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisnot afact that dueto
obsol etetechnol ogy by Indianmineral sthe
country has been deficient in high value
minerals; and

(d) thetotal mineral productioninthe
country duringthelastthreeyears, year-
wise?

Privateinvestmentsin Mines

78. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government haveallowed
privateinvestment inminesand minerals
sector;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof, State-wise;
and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Server3\Session Nov-Dec 2004\Rajya SabhalQL \2878RS\2878RS.p65



Constitution of Committeeof Ministers
on Coal Industry

179. SHRIRAM JETHMALANI:
SHRI RAJMOHINDER
SINGHMAJTHA:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
had constituted the Committees of
Ministersfromtimetotimeto deliberate
ontheproblemsof thecoal industry during
thelastfiveyears;

(b) if so, the names of the Ministers
nominated on these Committees during
January, 2001 to July, 2004 togetherwith
the dates on which they were nominated;
and

(c) thenumber of meetingsheld by each
of the Committee togetherwith the
recommendations made by them on the
problemsof theindustry?

Filling up of vacant postsin NALCO

180. SHRI RUDRA NARAYAN
PANY: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of postsof Directors
lying vacant at present in the National
Aluminum Company (NALCO) inOrissa;

(b) if so, sincewhen and the reasons
therefor; and

(c) by whenthepostsarelikely tobe
filled inand modes Government arelikely
to adopt therefor?

Deteriorating condition of MTNL and
BSNL

81. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that accordingto
a survey conducted by the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India, it hasbeen
reveal ed that the quality of service has
deteriorated;

(b) whether itisalso afact that both
theUnitsof Mahanagar TelephoneNigam
LimitedinDelhi and Mumbai and most of
the telecom circles of Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited failed to meet the quality
of servicenorms; and

(c) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
stepstaken by Government inthisregard?

Teledensity of urban and rural areas

82. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the rural teledensity is
extremely low as compared to theurban
teledensity;

(b) thedetail sof present teledensity of
rural and urban areas; and

(c) the stepstaken by Government to
removethedisparity betweentherural and
urban connectivity and alsotoincreasethe
rural telecom penetration?

Provision of telephonefacilitiesinthe
villages

83. PROF.M.M.AGARWAL: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(8) thenumber of villagesinthecountry
which are presently without telephone
facility, district-wise; and

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(b) thedetail sof thesteps, if any, taken
by Government to provide telephone
facility inthesevillagesalongwiththetime
frame?

Provision of Fax/STD/ISD to Gram
Panchayats

84.PROF.M.M.AGARWAL : Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have
formulated apolicy to cover all the Gram
Panchayats of the country with public
phonefacilitiesincluding FAX/STD/ISD
etc.; and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof and by when
theabovefacilitieswoul d beprovided?

Uniform billing code

85. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether thetelecom departmentis
expanding and updating the dispute
resolution mechanism in the wake of
increasing number of consumer grievances
against serviceproviders,

(b) whether serviceprovidersincluding
privatetelecom companiesindulgein over
billing through confusing technical jargons
whicharenot comprehensibletolayman
consumer; and

(c) whether the telecom department will
enforceauniformbilling code/format for
all theoperatorsto protect consumers?
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BPO facilitiesunder threat from South
Africa

86. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether India'sstatureasthenumber
one choicefor UK companies|ocating
contact centres and Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) facilitiesisunder threat
with South Africaemerging asachallenger;

(b) whether South Africahasedgein
terms of huge supply of labour and being
inthesametime-zoneas UK coupledwith
their fluent communication skills in
English; and

(c) whether NASSCOM isseized of this
emerging threat from South Africa to
Indian| T industry, andif soagist of their
findings?

Revenuelossduetoillegal routing of
international call

87. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:
SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:

Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Bharat Sanchar Nigam has
any measuresto control illegal routing of
international callsthroughlocal lines;

(b) if so, thedetail sasontoday;

(c) if so, thedetail sof revenuelossfor
thelasttwoyearsduetoillegal routing of
international callsthroughlocal lines, year-
wise, category-wise; and

(d) if so, the details of firm/company/
infocomindulgedintheillegal routing for

thelast two years, year-wise, category-
wise?
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Cyber crimes

88. SHRIK.RAMA MOHANA RAOQ:
SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY

SIRIGIREDDY:
Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) thedetailsof cyber crimesregistered
inthecountry sincethepassing of IT and
other related Actson cyber crime, year-
wise,

(b) whether itisafact that the cyber
crimesareontheriseduringthelast two
years,

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) what preventive mechanism
Govermnet haveto counter cyber crimes
inthecountry?

Provision of new telephone connections
incertain States

89. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) thedetail s of telephone connections
of BSNL and MTNL surrendered or
disconnected during thelast two years,
year-wiseand State-wise;

(b) whether itisafact that morethan
17 lakh applications are pending for new
telephone connection before BSNL/
MTNL, particularly from the States of
AndhraPradesh, Kerala, West Bengal,
Maharashtraand Tamil Nadu;

(c) if so, the detail s of break-up, State-
wise; and

(d) what measures Government are
takingto stop migration of thesecustomers
toother serviceproviders?
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TRIsdemand for itssharefrom licence
fee

190. SHRI RAJ MOHINDER
SINGHMAJITHA:

SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of

COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of Indiahaveaskedtoprovide
0.05 per cent of theamount of licencefee
earmarked therefor;

(b) if not, thefactsthereof;

(c) the quantum of amount allotted on
annual average basistothesaid authority
during thelast threeyears; and

(d) the details of Headsunder which
the same amount has been spent by the
authority on annual average basis?

Illegal ILD call racket in Nepal

91. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government areawareof a
large scaleracket operatingin Nepal on
international callsbeing routed aslocal
callsthereby causinglossto MTNL and
BSNL;

(b) whether the MTNL subsidiary in
Nepal hascomplainedto DoT seekingits
helptocurtail or alteast minimisesuch LD
call bypass,

(c) whether off late, there have been
reportsthat even privatetelecom operators
inIndiaindulgein large-scal e routing of
ILD callsaslocal calls causing loss to
MTNL and BSNL; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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Statewide Area Network Policy

92. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that Government
haverolledout Statewide AreaNetwork
Policy tofacilitatethe creation of necessary
infrastructure by State Governments;

(b)if so, thesalient featuresof theabove
policy; and
(c) thetotal amount that Government

aregoingtospendfor thedevel opment of
thisnetwork inthe country?

Replacement of land line phonesby
WLL/Mobile phones

193. SHRI R.S. GAVAI: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are
contemplating any schemeinthecoming
daysof providing WLL or Mobilephones
only to the consumersby withdrawing the
land line phone system;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Job guaranteefor IT experts

94. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India's
domesticIT Industry isexpected torecord
a growth of 11 per cent in 2003-04,
touching arevenueof Rs. 33,700 crores;

(b) if so, the share of software and
servicesinthisgrowth andwhether India
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has adequate number of jobs for such
expertsin our expanding I T markets; and

(c) the share of 'Call Centres' who
absorb suchtrained personnel andwiththe
expected dwindling number of 'Call
Centres' hasany contingency plan being
thought of to absorb such retrenched
personnel ?

E-gover nance services

95. SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA:
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) the steps taken by Government
towardse-governanceinthecountry;

(b) how many serviceshave been put
online; and

(¢) by when other services such as
collection of taxes etc. would be put
online?

Formulation of Broad Band Policy

96. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that Government
have formulated a Broad Band Policy,
2004;

(b) if so, thesalient featuresof thenew
policy; and

(c) what stepsGovernment havetaken
or proposed to take for promoting
indigenous industries to manufacture
Broad Band-related equipment?

L ossessuffered by BSNL through Cell
Oneconnections

97. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(a) whether Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited hassuffered heavy lossesthrough
theworking of the'Cell One' connections
in Puneareg;

(b) if so, the extent of the losses
estimated during 2003 and so far during
2004, indicating themodusoperandi used
by the subscribers of the 'Cell One'
connections;

(c) whether complicity of employeesof
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limitedinthe scam
hasbeen probed; and

(d) if so, thefindings of the probe and
action, if any, taken against the employees
foundinvolvedinthescam?

Cheating by postal employees

198. SHRIMOTILAL VORA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
agents in connivance with post office
employeesarecheating thepeopleopting
for various saving schemesin post offices
atlargescale;

(b) whether itisasoafact that notimely
actionisbeingtaken despiteofficialsare
reportedinthisregard by the people; and

(c) if so, the action taken by
Government to punishtheerring persons
and to return the amount to such victims
and the outcome thereof ?

M oder nisation of servicesof post
offices

99. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any detailed exercisehas
been undertakento review theroleand
functionsof the 150 year oldinstitution of
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the post office, having alargework force
and vast distribution network spread over
deepintotheinteriorsof thecountry,in
the wake of the emerging competitive
courier companiesandtheinternet rapidly
taking over thetraditional postal functions;
and

(b)if so, theresultsthereof and plan of
action drawn up to redefine the business
of the postal servicesto ensurethat the
consumers get substantial value from
products and do not migrate to other
communicationchannels?

Violation of agreement by private
operators

100. SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether MTNL and BSNL filed
complaintintherecent past against certain
private telecom operatorsfor passing off
incoming international callsfromthe USA
asdomestictraffic to evade accesscharges
which would been payable to MTNL/
BSNL intermsof licenceandinterconnect
agreement;

(b) the details of the complaintsand
compensation claimed by MTNL and
BSNL fromtheprivate operators,

(c) whether followinginvestigations,
DoT has confirmed the veracity of the
complaintsand endorsed the volume of
compensation claimed by MTNL/
BSNL;

(d) the detailsthereof; and

(e) the actions contempl ated, if any,
against private operators convicted for
violation of agreement?
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Fraudscommitted in money order
handling

101. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of money ordersand
amount of money transmitted by the Postal
Department through money order during
thelast threeyears;

(b) whether it is afact that thereis
inordinatedelay inmoney order delivery,
particularly infar-flung areas;

(c)if so, themeasurescontemplatedto
eradicateincidentsof delayed delivery of
M.O.;

(d) whether Government havereceived
reportsof fraudsbeing committedinthe
M.O. handling; and

(e) if so, thedetailsinthisregard and
theactiontakento check suchmenacein
thefuture?

Misuseof internet leased lines

102. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
are aware that the Internet Service
Providersarerunningillegal telephone
exchangesthat are eroding theincome of
legal serviceprovidersand causinglossin
taxestotheCentral exchequer;

(b) whether itisalso afact that some
Internet Service Providers have been
misusinginternet leased lines;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) the steps taken by Government
against these I nternet Service Providers?
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FDI in telecom sector

103. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government proposeto
hike Foreign Direct Investment in the
Telecom Sector;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) whether Government have prepared
any broad parametersfor suchinvestment;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Special packagetotelecom industry

104. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government propose to
award aspecial packageto helpthetelecom
industry in the country to the tune of
Rs. 960 crores;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) thedetailsof benefitsthat arelikely
to accrue to MTNL, BSNL and other
privatetelecom operators; and

(d) the stepstaken to implement the
package?

Under sea cablebetween Indiaand
Singapore

105. SHRI K.RAMA MOHANA RAOQ:
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that VSNL has
recently started working onlaying 3175
kms. of under seacablein thelndian sea
bedbetween Indiaand Singapore;
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(b) if so, the details of bandwidth
capacity of thecable; and

(c) by when the project isexpected to
becompleted and by whenthecommercial
operationswouldstart?

Indian officialsfor Iraq polls

1106. DR.MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have decided
todeputelndianofficialsinlragtoconduct
pollsthere;

(b) if so, the reasons behind such a
decision; and

(c) the sourcefromwhere Government
received arequesttosendIndianofficials
tolrag?

Ban onwearingturbanin
France

107. SHRI AMAR SINGH: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
of Francehadimposed abanonthewearing
of turban and other religious symbolsfor
Sikhsresidinginthat country;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) whether itisalso afact that aSikh
delegationfrom France had recently met
him and the Prime Minister seeking help
form Government of Indiainthisregard;

(d) if so, whether the matter has been
taken up with the Government of France;
and

(e) if so, whatistheir responseinthis
regard?
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Proposal from Pakistan to solve
Kashmir problem

108. SHRI AMAR SINGH: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havereceived
any proposal from the Government of
Pakistan for the solution of Kashmir
problem;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) what action Government havetaken
thereon?

PrimeMinister'sforeign visit

1109. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether PrimeMuinister had recently
visited USA, Britain, etc.;

(b) the matters discussed during the
visit;

(¢) whether in his speech Prime

Minister had staked claim for permanent
membershipin UN Security Council; and

(d) if so, the reaction of various
countriesthereto?

Ban on Indian scientists

1110. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
the United Statesistrying toimpose ban
against three more Indian scientistsfor
extending help to Iranian nuclear
programmewithout any solid evidence
againstthem;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(c) Government'sreactionthereon?
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Attack on GurudwaraNankana Sahib

1111. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
after mobilising themob some people had
attacked the GurudwaraNankanaSahibin
LahoreinPakistanwhichisthemost sacred
place of Sikh community and if so, the
extent of damage to Gurudwarain that
attack;

(b) whether Government havetaken up
thematter withthe Government of Pakistan
for thereparation of Gurudwara;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) whether Government havetaken a
guaranteefromthe Government of Pakistan
for providing safety for the Gurudwara
Nankana Sahib and if so, the details
thereof?

Foreign visitsof PrimeMinister and
Foreign Minister

t112. SHRI AJAY SINGH
CHAUTALA: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) the details of the countriesvisited
by the Prime Minister and him during the
last three monthsal ong with the purposes
thereof;

(b) thedetailsof agreementsarrived at
duringthevisitsand thebenefitslikely to
beattained asaresult thereof; and

(c) thenumber of Head of the States
and the Ministers of External Affairs of
other countriesvisited Indiaduringthesaid
periodandthedetail sof agreementsarrived
a?
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Permanent seat in Security Council

1113. SHRI AJAY SINGH
CHAUTALA: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the assembly of United
Nationshasany programmefor increasing
the number of permanent membes of
Security Council of United Nationsinthe
near future;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) the efforts made so far by
Government for India'sclaiminthisregard
andwhether theseeffortsareadequate; and

(d)if not, thestepsGovernment aregoing
totakeinthisregard at international level?

Confidence Building M easur es
between Indiaand Pakistan

114. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether during therecent visit of
Pak Foreign Minister to New Delhi, Pak
agreed to a number of defence related
ConfidenceBuilding Measures, but there
could be no agreement on Siachen; and

(b) if so, what CBM swere agreed upon
and what wasthe point of disagreement on
issuerelatingto Siachen?

Dialogueon bilateral issuesbetween
Indiaand Pakistan

115. SHRI RAKKUMAR DHOQOT: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the meeting
of Foreign Ministers, Pakistanand India
agreed to continue serious sustained
dialogueonbilateral issuesafter their talks
on 7thto 8th September, 2004;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;
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(c) whether there have been areas of
disagreement on certainissues; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof and steps
being taken to reach an accord over the
remainingissues?

Manpower Export Promotion Council

116. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA : Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are thinking
of setting up of Manpower Export
Promotion Council to regulate hiring
practicesfor overseasjobs;

(b) inwhat manner hisMinistry isco-
ordinating with the Ministry of Labour,
whichisworking out to set up awelfare
fund for thelndian Diasporain various
countries, to make the benefitsreach the
real needy peopleabroad;

(c) whether itisafact that the Ministry
is thinking of setting up of Pravasi
BharatiyaK endratolook after thewelfare
activities of the Indian Diasporaliving
abroad; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Discussion with Pakistan to stop cr oss-
border terrorism

117. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate
thedetail sof theissueswhicharegoingto
bediscussed with Pakistanin order to stop
cross-border terrorism to resolve the
differences?

Indiansinforeign jails

118. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that
approximately 7,000 Indians are
languishinginforeignjails;

(b) the number of the persons, out of
them imprisoned for violation of labour
laws, illegal stay and civil/criminal cases;
and

(c) the assistance being provided to
such Indian nationalsfor their release/
delivery of early justiceto them/ensuring
proper living conditions and humane
treatment injails?

External AffairsMinisters level talks
between Indiaand Pakistan

119. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) the specific topics discussed
between | ndiaand Pakistan at the External
AffairsMinisters' level talksat | slamabad
and New Delhi, when the two met in
August and September | ast; and

(b) thedecisionsarrived at asaresult
thereof and thefollow up actiontaken so
far by thetwo Governmentstoimplement
them?

Terrorist training campsin Pakistan

1120. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that training to terroristsisbeing
provided openly in Pakistan;

(b) if so, the efforts made by
Government at political level to stop the
same; and

(c) the outcomesthereof ?

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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M aoist attack on an Indian hotel

121. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether M aoi st rebelsbombed a
luxury hotel in Nepal in August, 2004
raising fears about the businessclimate
there;

(b) whether after thisattack, anumber
of top Indianfirmshave shut down their
operationsin Nepal;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) themeasuresGovernment of India
havetakentoseethat thebusinessclimate
inNepal isimprovedfor Indian companies
to operatethere?

Inclination of USintelligenceagencies
toward Pakistan's | Sl

122. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that US
intelligence agencies are leaning on
Pakistan's I1SI to carry out anti-India
activities;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) whether it is also afact that the
number of militant groupsareoperatingin

Bangladesh and Pakistan to carry out
terrorist activitiesin India?

India' sdismay on anti-I ndia militant
groupsin Nepal

123. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Prime Minister of
Nepal hasvisited India, recently;
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(b) whether India had conveyed its
dismay on anti-India militant groups
operatingin Nepal;

(c) if so, the reaction of Nepalese
Government thereto; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

National Security Advisor'svisit to
China

124. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleasedto state:

(@) whether our National Security
Advisor hasvisited Beijing for talkson
border issuesin November, 2004;

(b) if so, theoutcomeof thevisit; and

(c) whether any understanding or
agreement on security matters hasbeen
reached between the two countriesduring
hisvisit?

Japan'ssupport to get permanent seat
in Security Council

1125.SHRIMATIMAY A SINGH: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether it isafact that beside a
number of other matters, the Foreign
Ministersof Indiaand Japan have agreed
to provide help to each other for acquiring
permanent membership of United Nations
Security Council during the discussions
held on 12th August, 2004 between both
thecountries; and

(b) if so, thenames of devel oping and
developed countries which have, in
addition to Japan supported Indiaon the
said issue during the annual meeting of
General Assembly of United Nationsin
2004?

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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Attackson Tamil fishermen

126. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government took up the
issueof attack on Tamil fishermen by the
Sri Lankan Army/Navy withthe Sri Lankan
President during her visit to India in
November, 2004,

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government havereceived
any assurance from the Sri Lankan
President to put an end to the attack on
Tamil fishermen by the authorities of Sri
Lankan Government; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Anti-Indian organisationsin
Bangladesh

127. SHRI RAIKKUMAR DHOQT: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Anti-Indian
Jehadi organi sationsaremushroomingin
Bangladesh coupled with Bangladesh
Foreign Minister tirade against Indiaon
7th September, 2004;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
Bangladesh'sForeign Minister launched
yet one more tirade against India on
7th September, 2004;

(c) whether Government havelodged a
formal protest to Bangladesh;

(d) if so, the details thereof and the
response of Bangladesh Government
thereto; and

(e) in what manner Government
proposetodeal withthethreattoIndia's
security?
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Srinagar-M uzaffarabad bus service

128. SHRI RAIKUMARDHOOQOT: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that theforeign
Ministersof Pakistan and Indiadiscussed
theissue of Srinagar-M uzaffarabad bus
sarvice;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by when the bus service between
these two destinations is likely to
commence?

Indo-Sri Lankan agreement on
Kachatheevu Island

129. SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the traditional rights of
Indian fishermen to fish around
Kachatheevu Island and to dry their nets
andrestinthelsland are protected by the
agreement under which thelsland was
givento Sri Lanka;

(b) if so, whether Sri Lanka has
honoured thisagreement inletter and spirit;

(c) whether Government viewstheattack
onour fishermenby Sri Lankan Navy as
violation of thesaid agreement; and

(d) if answer to part (c) of thequestion
beinthenegative, thereasonstherefor?

Proposal for Employment Guarantee
Act

130. SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:

Will theMinister of LABOURAND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether thereisany proposal to
introducethe Employment GuaranteeAct;
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(b) if so, the details including the
districtstowhich theabove schemeisto
beimplemented, State-wise, category-wise
asontoday; and

(c) if so, thedetail sincluding the source
of fund and theamount of fund all otted/to
beallotted for theabove, programme-wise,
category-wiseasontoday?

Housing complex for women Bidi
workers

131. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that Government
proposeto buildlow cost housing complex
for women bidi workersin Solapur;

(b) whether Government al so propose
to build such housing complexesfor bidi
workersat other locationsinthe country;
and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Harassment of Indian workersin
foreigncountries

132. SHRI THANGA TAMIL
SELVAN: Will theMinister of LABOUR
AND EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that hundredsof Indiansworking
incountrieslike Singaporeare harassed
and they are not paid the contracted salary
by somecompanies;

(b) what action has been taken by
Governmentto providethemassistanceto
help themout; and

(c) whether Government wouldinstruct
the Indian Embassiesin therespective
countriesto help Indianworkersin getting
justice?
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New schemefor interest rateon
Employees Provident Fund

133. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have decided
to offer differential rates of interest on
EmployeesProvident Fundtoworkerswith
different EPF deposits, the rate being
higher for low deposits below certain
levels,

(b) if o, thedetail sof thenew scheme;

(c) thereaction of different national
labour unionsthereto?

Job opportunitiesin agricultural and
industrial sectors

134. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Minister of
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether it is a fact that job
opportunitiesinagricultural andindustrial
sectorsof thecountry areonthedecline;
and

(b) the estimated annual rates of
increasein the number of job seekersin
both the sectors?

Amendment of BonusAct

135. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will theMinister of LABOUR
AND EMPLOYMENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government arelikely to
amend the Bonus Act, 1964 to effect
upward revision of the Bonusamount and
torevisetheeligibility criterion for the
entitlement of Bonus;
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(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by when the amending Bill is
proposedto beintroduced in Parliament?

Recovery of outstanding P.F. deposits

136.SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it is a fact that several
unexempted organisationsintheprivate
sector and in public sector have been
defaultingindepositing Provident Fund
(PF) contributions with the statutory
authorities;

(b) the State-wise details of number of
defaultee organi sations, togetherwith age-
analysisof outstanding P.F. depositsin
respectivesectors; and

(c) the stepstaken and/or contempl ated
for recovery of outstanding P.F. deposits
from the defaultee organisations and
protecting theinterest of theempl oyees?

Difficultiesbeing faced by the EPF
account holders

137. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Employees Provident
Fund Account holders are facing
difficultiesingetting withdrawal fromtheir
fund account;

(b) if so, whether itisafact that EPF
Account holdersare harassed by the EPF
officers;

(c) if so, thenumber of such complaints
recieved by Government during thelast
threeyears, State-wise, year-wise;

(d) the action taken in each of these
cases, and
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(e) the steps taken/being taken by
Government to see that workers get
withdrawal from their EPF Accountina
settimeperiod?

Employment Commission

138. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are
considering aproposal of setting up an
Employment Commission to explore
avenuesfor generating employment;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by when the said Employment
Commissionislikely tobeset up and start
functioning?

Compensation totheworkersof the
closed industries

139. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that dueto cut
throat competition and rapidtechnol ogical
changes, therehasbeeninstancesof closure
of certain manufacturing industriesin the
last threeyears;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof, State-wise,
yearwise;

(c) whether duecompensationhasbeen
paid/being paid to workers of closed
industriesand the provisionsavailable
under thelndustrial DisputesAct, 1947;

(d) the number of cases pendingin
different labour courtsfor compensation,
State-wise; and

(e) the stepstaken by Government to
give due compensation to workers on
closureof suchindustries/units?
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Notification regardinginterest on
Employees Provident Fund

140. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOQOT: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have not notified thefinal rate of interest
on Employees Provident Fund for 2003-
04

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) by when the natification in this
regard would beissued?

New legislation for employment

141. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will theMinister of LABOUR
AND EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
bring alegidationfor providing atleast 100
daysemployment toonepersonfromevery
family;

(b) whether it would be a100 per cent
centrally sponsored project; and

(c) therolethat would beplayed by the
State Governmentsto ensure success of the
project to control poverty and
unemployment?

Employment exchangesin thecountry

1142. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI:
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) the number of Employment
Exchangesfunctioninginthecountry;

(b) thenumber of entriesregisteredin
these Exchangesduring thelast threeyears;
and

(¢) the number of persons who got
employment through these Exchanges
duringthelast threeyears?
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Increase of pay and allowances of
Textileworkers

143. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether textile workers of our
country arethe second lowest paidinthe
worldaccordingtoaninternational survey;
and

(b) if so, thecorrective stepstakento
improvethepay and allowancesof textile
workers?

Assistanceto I ndiansworking through
Indian Missiong/posts

144. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) thenumber and namesof theforeign
employees against whom complaintswere
received from Indian labourersin various
countries for violation of terms of
employment duringthelast threeyears;

(b) the number and names of the
employeesamong suchforeignemployees
who were black-listed and barred from
recruiting I ndianmanpower; and

(c) the details of the assistance being
provided to Indians working abroad
through Indian Missions/posts?

RecognitiontotheUnions

1145. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it isafact that Regional
Labour commissioner, Delhi and Mumbai
haveconducted el ectionsfor thegroup'C'
and'D' employees UnioninMTNL, Delhi
and Mumbai in the month of October,
2004;

(b) if so, thefull detail sthereof;

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(c) whether itisafact that Government/
department have not extended recognition
and other facilitiesto the Union which
securedfirst placeinelectionssofar;

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) by when Government/department
arelikely to extend recognition and other
facilitiestotheUnionwhich stoodfirstin
theelections?

Economic zonesfor Non-Residential
Indians

146. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of OVERSEAS INDIAN
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
areproposing to create economic zonesfor
Non-Resident Indians in the State of
AndhraPradesh, very soon;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal;

(c) whether any draft regulationshave
beenworked out for thispurpose; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Administrativereforms

t147. SHRI RAJMOHINDER
SNGHMAJITHA:

DR.MURLIMANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

() whether itisafact that Government
have prepared aplan for taking action to
bringincomprehensiveimprovementinthe
administrativestructure of the country;

(b) if so, thefactsinthisregard; and

(c) the outlinefor future time-bound
programme for taking action in this
direction?
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Performance-related reward and
punishment

148. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have chalked
out a performance-related reward and
punishment system for its bureaucratic
cadretoinstill asenseof accountability and
transparency in governance;

(b) whether there is any provision
currently in force for the Central
Government dispensing withtheservices
of abureaucrat appointed through UPSC
selection processfor any administrative
lapse or incompetence or financial
misdemeanour; and

(c) if so, thenumber of timesthispower
hasbeeninvoked by the Centreduringthe
pastdecade?

Reductioninretirement age

149. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government had sent a
proposal totheLaw Ministry foritsopinion
on the question of lowering theretirement
ageof Central Government employeesto
58 years, which wasincreased to 60 in
1998;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether theLaw Ministry hasgiven
itsopinion on thisproposal agreeing to
restoretheretirement ageto 58inlinewith
the Expenditure Commission's
recommendationsthat the Government cut
itsexpenditureon salaries;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(e) the final decision taken by
Governmentinthisregard?

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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Pension reforms

150. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havefinalised
pensionreformdraft;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) whether the pensionershaveshown
resentment tothenew draft?

SSC examination in all languages

151. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the PRIME MINISTER bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government are
considering to conduct the Staff Selection
Commissionexaminationsinall languages
listed in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution;

(b) whether itisafact that Government
are also considering to conduct the Civil
Servicesmodel of examinationinthecase
of Staff Selection Commission
examinations; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Representation in Consultancy
Committeesof Planning Commission

152. SHRIMATIKAMLA MANHAR:
SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARNAL:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government proposeto
includetherepresentativesof World Bank
(WB), Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and an American Consultancy Groupin
various Consultative Committeesof the
Planning Commission mainly to provide
inputsfor the mid-term appraisal of the
TenthFiveYear Plan;

(b) if so, the details in this regard,

indicatingthenamesof such Consultative
Committeesal ongwith the names of the
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representatives of WB, ADB and the
American Consult ancy Group; and

(c) thespecificreasonsfor associating
theserepresentativesin these Committees?

Deter mining of poverty line

153. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether thecriteriafor declaring
poor in Indian Official Poverty Lineis
lowest after Chinaintheworld;

(b) what isthecriteriafor determining
poverty line; and
(c) theaction proposed to take care of

basic needsof India'spoor asisbeing done
by China?

M oder nisation leather industry

154. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
SHRI K.RAMA MOHANA
RAOQ:

Will the Minister of PLANNING be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether the State Government of
West Bengal hasrequested for rel ease of
Rs. 400 croresfund for modernisation of
leather industry; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto?

Population under BPL

155. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that around 26
per cent of our populationstill live bel ow
the poverty line; and
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(b) what isour specificactionplanfor
reducing poverty during the Tenth Plan
period and how far wehavesucceededin
thematter?

National fund for hilly ar eas

156. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisany proposal to
createaNational fund for fast devel opment
of backward hilly areasof border States;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) if not, the steps to be taken by
Government to bring thedevelopment in
thesaid Statesup to the national levels?

Backward districtsof Orissa

157. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that aproposal
has been madeto the Prime Minister for
creation of a separate Development
Council for the most backward district
Kandhmal in Orissa;

(b) if so, the present status of the case;

(c) the time-frame within which it
wouldbeset up and detailsof action plan
for its speedy development;

(d) whether Government al so propose
toidentify similarly placed other districts
inthe Statefor creation of Development
Council; and

(e) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Factor inhibitinginter national
investment

158. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that Deputy
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Chairman of the Planning Commission has
said that thereisawidespread perception
that the most important factor blocking
international investmentsisthequality of
infrastructure and that Planning
Commission would prepare a paper on
regulatory standardsto evolveglobally
benchmarked standards and create an
investor friendly environment;

(b) if so, whether this paper hasbeen
prepared,
(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) if not, thetime-framefor preparing
thispaper?

Food for work and Rojgar Guarantee
Scheme

1159. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the PRIME MINISTER bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto link
‘food for work' programme with Rojgar
Guarantee Scheme and whether requisite
legislation is also in the offing for
generatingtheempl oyment during current
financial year; and

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof ?

New drugfor Tuberculosis

160. SHRIEKANATHK.THAKUR:
SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWNAL:

Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
scientists have achieved a major
breakthrough in tubercul osistreatment by
findinganew molecul eto curethedisease;

(b) whetheritisalsoafact thatit would
hel p reducetreatment timefrom six to eight
monthstoonly twomonths;
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(c) whether thisis the world's first
successindevel oping anew therapeutic
moleculefor tuberculosis; and

(d) if so, by when the drug devel oped
fromthenew moleculewouldbeavailable
inthemarket?

New meteor ological resear ch centres

161. SHRI BALAVANT ALIASBAL
APTE: Will the Minister of SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government have any
proposal to set up new meteorol ogical
researchcentres;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof, State-wise;
and

(c) whether Government are paying
heed to modernise the old meteorol ogical
centres; if so, thedetailson amount spent
during thelast threeyearsof thiswork?

Products under NMITLI

162. SHRIABUASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it is afact that various
products have been taken under the
programmetheNew Millennium I nitiative
(NMITLI);

(b) thedetailsof the projectsNMITLI
isassociated with and al so the funding
givenby NMITLI;

(c) inwhat manner Government ensure
the safety of the capital employed; and

(d) what were the parameters for
selectingaproduct?
Utilization of data prepared by
National Remote Sensing Agency

1163. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
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TECHNOLOGY be pleasedto statethe
utilization of data made with regard to
explorationof undergroundwater and soil
conservation by National Remote Sensing
Agency duringlastthreeyears?

Technology in National Remote
Sensing Agency

*164. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) thedetails of parameters adopted
by variousinstitutionsfor thetransfer of
technology in National Remote Sensing
Agency;

(b) whether certain changes are
proposed to be brought about inthese
parameters; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Development of sciencecities

165. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether thework onthe schemeto
develop someplacesintheform of science
citiesin the country isgoing on;

(b) if so, theplacesal ongwith the State
wherethework isgoing onthisscheme; and

(c) whether thereisany schemeto set
up and devel op sciencecitiesin Roorkie,
Dehradun and Nainital in Uttaranchal ?

Exchange programmerelatingto
NRSA

1166. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government haveinitiated
any international exchange programme
relating to National Remote Sensing
Agency with other technologically
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Server3\Session Nov-Dec 2004\Rajya SabhalQL \2878RS\2878RS.p65



developed countries especially with
America, United Kingdom and Germany
etc.; and

(b) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Concession to Gover nment institution

1167. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
areconsideringto give concessioninthe
form of partnership to governmental
institutionsinlieu of technology;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government have
considered the financial aspect in this
regard;and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

National Road Safety Policy

1168. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
DR.MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will theMinister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
had formul ated the National Road Safety
Policy in 1992;

(b) if so, whether after implementation

of the said policy the number of road
accidentshascomedown;

(c) if so, Government'sreaction thereto;

(d) whether it isalso afact that the
losses being caused due to the road
accidentsinayear isequivalentto three
per cent of theGrossDomestic Production
of thecountry; and

(e) if not, the detailsthereof?
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Shipping oper ationsat Nhava Sheva
and JNPT

169. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether shipping operations at
Nhava Shevaand INPT in Mumbai have
been badly affected by on-going strife
between labour contractorsand Container
Warehousing Corporation of Indig;

(b) if so, to what extent the movement
of cargo hasbeen affected at Container
Freight StationsinMumbai ports;

(c) whether itisafact that CWC owes
large sumsto labour contractorsthereby
blocking of payment of salary, wagesand
bonus toworkersengaged by contractors;
and

(d) if so, thereasonsfor CWC'sdelay
inclearing up paymentstoitscontractors?

New pension schemefor port workers

170. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
proposeto bring in anew pension scheme
for portworkers, seafarersetc.;

(b) if so, detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government al so plansto
frameapolicy on stevedoring; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Construction work on NH-57

t171. PROF. RAM DEO
BHANDARY: Will the Minister of
SHIPPING, ROAD TRANSPORT AND
HIGHWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(a) thepresent statusof theconstruction
work of National Highway-57; and

(b) thetarget set by Government for
compl etion of the construction work?

National Highwaysin
Uttar Pradesh

172. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) the sections of National Highways
in Uttar Pradesh wherewidening work is
presently going on;

(b) by whenthework onthesesections
islikely tobecompleted, section-wise; and

(c) the sections of the National
Highwaysin Uttar Pradesh wheresimilar
work isproposed to be taken up next?

Over-bridgesin Bihar

173. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleasedto state:

(8) whether Government have prepared
acomprehensiveplantoreconstruct about
200 over-bridgeson National Highwaysin
Bihar;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) theamount to be spent thereon;

(d) thenumber of such over-bridgesin
M aharashtraand other States, which are
in dilapidated condition and need
reconstruction under the National
HighwaysDevel opment Project; and

(e) by when therepair/reconstruction
of such over-bridgesislikey to bestarted
and compl eted?

38

Ship-buildingand repairingindustry

174. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that somefresh
initiatives have been taken recently to
strengthen the ship-building and ship-
repairing industry, after a review of
Government support and subsidiesgiven
by other countries;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and their
present status;

(c) whether itisalso afact that aplan
hasbeen drawn up for establishing two
international ship building yardsonthe
East and West coast on apublic-private
partnership basis; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and its
present status?

Upgradation of highways under NHDP

175. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that aproposal
has been formulated to upgrade an
additional 34,000 kmsof highwaysunder
the National Highway Development
Programme;

(b) if so, the detail s thereof, including
the specific stretchesof roadsidentifiedin
differentregions, thecriteriaevolved/laid
down for such selection, the pattern of
upgradation decided therefore and the
phased programme drawn up for
implementation; and

(c) the detail sof other similar demands
of States pending, if any, and long term
plansdrawn up for their upgradation ?
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Acquisition of vessels

176. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
doubletheexisting liner fleet strength for
additional tonnage during the next three
years,

(b) if so, the details of the proposed
acquisitionof vessels; and

(c) the details of the existing fleet
strength?

Roadsin Tamil Nadu

177. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any fresh proposal isunder
consideration by Government for the
devel opment of highwaysand other roads
in Tamil Nadu, the expenditure of which
does not fall under anyone of Golden
Quadrilateral or the North-South-East-
West Corridor projects; and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof ?

Sethusamudram Proj ect

178. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of SHIPPING, ROAD
TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any survey regarding
Sethusamudram Project has been
completed;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by whentheprojectislikely tobe
completed ?

39

Closed SSlsin Rajasthan and Punjab

179. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of SMALL SCALE
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) the number of SSlsregisteredin
Rajasthan and Punjab that have been closed
forthelastthreeyears; and

(b) what are the reasons for their
closure?

Packagefor SSIsin Rajasthan and
Punjab

180. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of SMALL SCALE
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether any special packageshave
been granted to Rajasthan and Punjabin
theTenthFiveY ear Plantorevivethe Small
Scale Industriesof the states;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) what isthe percentage of growth
expected by theend of the Tenth Five Y ear
Planin Small Scalelndustriesin Rgjasthan;
and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Unidentified flying object in
Himachal Pradesh

181. SHRIRAJKUMARDHOOT:
SHRI R.P. GOENKA:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that ascientist of
ISRO comeacrossan unidentified flying
object (UFO) during ascientific expedition
in Himachal Pradesh on September 27,
2004,

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;
(c) whether it wasan espionagedevice;
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(d) if so, the country or organization (a) whetheritisafact that ISRO and
responsiblefor the same; and Boeing Satellite Systemsof USA arejointly
() thestepstakentoimprovedetecting ~ buildingaCommunication Satellite very

machinery tobemoreeffective? soon;
Joint communication satellite between (b) if so, whether any preliminary
ISRO and Boeing discussions have been held between | SRO

182. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY andBoeingonthissubject; and
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the PRIME

MINISTER bepleasedtostate: () if so, the detail sthereof?
New DELHI; Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
The 25th November, 2004 Secretary-General.

Agrahayana 4, 1926 (Saka)

MGIPMRND—2878RS—22-11-2004.
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