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RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Friday, the December 3, 2004/Agrahayana 12, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Agriculture; Chemicalsand Fertilizers; Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution; Environment and For ests; Food Processing | ndustries;
Health and Family Welfar e; Railways; Steel)

Total number of questions— 118

Drought relief toKerala

183. SHRI N. K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether any proposal received from
Government of Keralaseeking drought
relief assistancefrom NCCFispending
with Government for sanction, if so, the
detailsthereof;

(b) whether Government assessed the
loss sustained by deputing central team; if
so, thelossascertained; and

(c) whether Government consider to
rel easethe assi stance sought by the State
Government; if so, thedetail sthereof and
if not, thereasonstherefor?

Zerofield from NDU-1 urad seeds

184. SHRI EKANATHK. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that morethan
5,000 farmersacross Uttar Pradesh were
suppliedthewrong urad seedsfor sowing
earlierthisyear;

(b) whether all thefarmerswho sowed
that seed called NDU-1 variety got zero
yidd;

(c) whether theurad seedsfor theK harif
cropweresuppliedtofarmersasZayad
Seeds,

(d) if so, whether Government have
doneany investigationsinthisregard,;
and

(e) if so, whether the affected farmers
would begiven any compensation?

Promoting Or ganic seedsof Rajasthan

185. SHRI EKANATHK. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Jhunjhunu district in Rajasthan will now
showcaseitscompletely organiclentils,
tulsi and peasinfood shelvesacrossthe
West;

(b) whether it is a fact that these
opportunitiesareopenedupfor thefarmers
of the State, astheinternational agency
SGS hasinspected, tested and certified
themasorganic products; and
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(c)if so, how theMinistry proposesto
promote organic farming onamuch larger
scaleacrossIndia?

National Drought Policy

186. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
formulate a'National Drought Policy'in
view of successivedroughtsinseveral parts
of thecountry;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

MSP for Rabi Crops

187. SHRI KARNENDU BHATTA-
CHARJEE: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that thisyear
Government haveannouncedtheMinimum
Support Price (M SP) for Rabi Cropswell
beforethearrival of farm produceinthe
market; and

(b) if so, thereasonsfor such departure
fromusual practiceof announcingtheM SP
after thearrival of cropsinthe market?

Expansion of NCDC

188. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
proposeto expand National Co-operative
Devel opment Corporation, inorder towork
out avibrant co-operativestructure;

(b) if so, thedetailsof theinitiative; and

(c) what aretheexisting problemsbeing
faced by thissector and the action plan of
Government toredresstheseissues?
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Impact of global warmingon rice
production

189. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havetaken
note of therecent findingsthat the global
warming hascut rice harvest by atleast
10 per cent whereastherice production has
toriseby one per cent every year;

(b) whether thistrend will affect Indian
farmers; and

(c) thedetailsof rice productioninthe
country duringthelast fiveyears, year-wise
and State-wise?

Expansion of KVKsin States

190. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
expand Krishi Vigyan Kendrasin States,
inview of giving priority to agriculture
sector under common minimum
programme of Government;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the names of the States, where
expansionisproposed and whether Andhra
Pradeshisalso among them?

Agricultural credit and farm produce
prices

191. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE bepleasedto
state:

(a) inview of thecategorical statement
of the Prime Minister that concrete steps
were being taken to addressthe problems
of agricultural credit and farm produce
prices, whether any modalitieshavebeen
evolvedtoachievethisobjective;



(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any monitoring mechanism
hasbeen established to keep awatch on
theprogress; and

(d) if so, the periodicity thereof?

Constitution of Expert Committeeon
Agricultural Commission

192. SHRI KARNENDU BHATTA-
CHARJEE: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
constitute an Expert Committee on
Agricultural Commissiontostudy agrarian
crisis on account of scanty rain-fall in
certain parts of the country and suggest
measuresto overcomeit; and

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof ?

Reformsin agricultur e sector

193. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government propose to
introducereformsintheagriculturesector
with theintention to step up investments
andremoveuntoward controlsinfarming;

(b) if so, by when they are to be
introduced alongwiththecompl etedetails
thereof; and

(¢) in what manner the proposed
reformsinthe Agriculture sector would
help the overall performance of thefarm
sector interms of investment, marketing
andproduction?

Costsof itemsat Mother Dairy outlets

194. SHRI KARNENDU BHATTA-
CHARJEE: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:
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(a) whether the vegetables and fruits
availableat Mother Dairy outletsin Delhi
arecostlier thantheprevailing market rates;
and

(b) if so, the stepstaken to provide
quality product at reasonable rates to
consumers?

National Institutefor research and
development of tropical fruits

1195. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether, keeping inview the need
of research and development inthefield
of tropical fruits, any national instituteis
beingestablished;

(b) whether someplacesin Uttaranchal
were considered for the said research
institute;

(c) if so, whether thethen Minister of
Agriculture had given an assurancefor
opening oneCentreof thesaidinstitutein
Uttaranchal; and

(d) if so, the details of action being
takeninthisregard?

Assistanceto Pigfar ming schemeof
Chhattisgarh

1196. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether Government havereceived
any proposal during August-September,
2003 for a Pig Farming Scheme for the
femalebeneficiariesin order toimprove
the financial condition of the families
belonging to the Scheduled Castes/
Scheduled TribesintheNaxaliteinfested
regionsof Chhattisgarh;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
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(c) by when therequired fundswould
begrantedtothe State Government for this
scheme?

Suicidesby farmersin Karnataka

197. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact thatinstancesof
farmers' suicideshaveof laterecorded a
steepincreaseinKarnatakaparticularlyin
theHasan district since April, 2003;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisafact that Karnataka
Government hasfailed to settlethe crop
insuranceclaimsintimewhichforcedthe
farmersto approachthemoney lenders;

(d) the other reasons for such an
abnormal increase in the incidents of
suicidesin Karnataka; and

(e) theaction proposed to betaken by
the Central Government toimprovethe
Situation?

Deputing farmersfor cultivating
abroad

1198. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that farmersof
the country are being deputed to certain
countriesof theworldfor cultivation;

(b) if so, thefactsinthisregard; and

(c) the steps taken by Government for
protecting the interests of the farmers
deputedinthisregard?
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Assistancetodrought affected States

1199. SHRI AJAY SINGH
CHAUTALA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) thedetailsof drought ridden States
during 2002-03 and 2003-04;

(b) lossof lifeand property ineach State
caused asaresult thereof;

(c) thequantum of financial assistance
asked for by the each affected Statesand
the same actually provided to them; and

(d) thereasonsfor not providing the
assistanceasper thedemand and whether
theremaining assistanceislikely to be
providedin near future?

Illegal tradein orchid industry

200. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
growing trade of orchids smuggledinto
Indiafrom Thailandthereby posingathreat
to nascent orchidindustry intheNorth-
eastern States;

(b) whether this illegal trade is
facilitated by India's plant quarantine
normswhich arenot stringent; and

(c) what measures are being taken to
protect the domestic orchid industry
through prevention of illegal entry of
inferior orchidsfrom Thailand?

Schemesand programmesfor farmers

1201. SHRI AJAY SINGH
CHAUTALA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the schemes,
programmesandtargetsfor theupliftment
and devel opment of farmersformulated by
Government during the Ninth Five Y ear
Plan and during thelast twoyears,
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(b) whether Government haveachieved
thesaidtargets;

(c) if so, the State-wise detail sthereof;
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) the details of the schemes and
programmesformulated by Government
for theoverall devel opment of thefarmers
duringthe Tenth FiveY ear Plan?

Capital formation in agricultur e sector

202. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been a steady
declinein capital formationin agriculture
sectorinrecentyears;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof during the
lastfiveyears, year-wise;

(c) thereasons, if any, identified for the
decline; and

(d) the steps proposed to be taken to
reversethetrend?

Subsidy for Rabi production

203. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTUREbepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government haveapproved
aschemefor giving subsidy tothefarmers
inthe country to boost production of Rabi
(Winter) cropsfor theyear 2004-05; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
extent to which production of Rabi food-
grainsisexpectedtoincreaseasaresult
thereof, ascompared to the production of
two previous Rabi crops?
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Development of healthier variant of
mustard oil

204. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether ajoint team of Scientistsof
Delhi University and National Dairy
Development Board have devel oped a
healthier variant of mustard oil;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether the new variant hasbeen
subjectedtolaboratory test and foundfit
for consumption; and

(d) if so, by when it is likely to be
clearedfor fieldtrialsand madeavailable
for saleinthe market?

New pricing schemefor phosphateand
potassicfertilizers

205. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Government
have evolved anew pricing schemefor
phosphate and potassic fertilizers,

(b) how thenew schemeisexpectedto
hel ptheindigenousmanufacturers;

(c) what istheannual production and
demand of theDAPinthecountry during
thelast fiveyears, year-wise; and

(d) theannual supply of DAPinthe
country during the last five years,
year-wise?



Bringing patented medicinesunder
pricecontrol

1206. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisany proposal under
consideration of Government to bring the
patented medicinesunder the purview of
pricecontrol tokeep acheck ontheprofits
of the companies so that such medicines
could reach the general public of the
country;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by when, thefinal decisionislikely
tobetakeninthisregard?

Uniform MRP system for medicines

207. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Ministry
hasformulated aproposal to introduce a
uniform MRP system for medicines sold
inretail;

(b) if so, how the Ministry is co-
ordinatingwiththe Statestohaveauniform
salestax/MRPonmedicines;

(c) whether any meeting of the Health
Ministers of States has been convened
beforetaking afinal view on the subject;
and

(d) if so, thedetails of the outcome?

Packagefor FACT, Kerala

208. SHRI N.K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleasedto state:

() whether Government areawarethat
apackage was admitted by the Central
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Government and State Government of
Keralaforrevivingthe FACT;

(b) the extent to which the package has
been implemented, sofar, by the Central
Government and the State Government;

(c) whether concessions promised by
Government of Keralawasimplemented
fully; and

(d) the steps proposed to be initiated
by Governmenttosustainthe FACT inthe
publicsector?

Irrational combinations

209. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
variousirrational combinationsbeingsold;

(b) if so, thedetailsof their status; and

(c) the action being taken by DCGI to
bantheseirrational combinations?

Monitoring of pricesof essential and
lifesaving drugs

210. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state:

(@) whether the prices of someessential
and life saving drugs have gone up
creating alot of inconvenienceto the
general public;

(b) if so, the detailsthereof;

(c) whether thereisany Government
agency in placeto monitor the prices of
drugsfromtimetotimeand if so, steps
takenby ittocontrol and containtheprices
of essential drugs; and

(d) therole of NPPA inthiscontext?
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Amendmentsto ECA

211. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the Essential Commodities
Act (ECA) of 1955 hasany relevancein
2004, aswhat was"Essential" in 1955 may
not necessarily be essential in 2004;

(b) whether Government are thinking
of scrapping the ECA and whether, inthe
wake of Common Minimum Programme
of UPA Government, thiswill be possible;

(c) whether any study has been made
toevolvemodalitiesinthe present scenario
to effectively meet the obj ectivesenvisaged
at thetime ECA was enacted; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Infrastructurefor FCI in W.B.

212. SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY: Will
the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLICDISTRIBUTION
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Chief Minister of West
Bengal hasrequested Governmenttocreate
necessary infrastructure, includingstoring
placeforF.C.1.;and

(b) if so, the action taken, so far,
thereon?

Sugar Factoriesin Karnataka

213. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the
Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLICDISTRIBUTION
bepleasedtostate:

(a) how many sugar factoriesarethere
in Karnataka under various sectors/
category, namely Government, Privateand
Cco-operativesector;

(b) how many factoriesaresick or profit
making;
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(c) whether itisafact that sugarcane
growers of Karnataka are selling their
sugarcaneintheneighbouring States, like
AndhraPradesh, Maharashtraetc. where
selling pricesof sugarcaneishigh; and

(d) whether Government are planning
tohaveauniform pricefor sugarcane under
thenew Sugar/Agriculturepolicy all over
thecountry?

Reformsininfrastructureand
activitiesof FCI

1214. SHRI RAJ MOHINDER
SINGH MAJITHA:
DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Government
has assigned the task of suggesting
measuresfor comprehensivereformsin
structure and activities of Food
Corporationof Indiatovariousinstitutions
duringthelastfiveyears;

(b) if so, the names of theinstitutions
towhich Government had assigned such
task from January, 1999 to October, 2004
andwhen;

(c) thetimewhen each institution had
submitted itsreport to Government; and

(d) theaction Government had taken
withregardtosaid Corporationonthebasis
of suggestionsmadeand when?

Freedom in trading of foodgrains

215. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLICDISTRIBUTION bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
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removethegrip of the Statesontrading of
foodgrainsand givefarmersfreedomto
market their productswith provisionfor a
safety net;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the action proposed to establish a
chain of rural and periurban godownswith
warehousing foodgrain banking facilities
to helpfarmersto storeand sell through
thewarehouses?

Outstanding amount for sugar cane
growers

1216. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the Stateswere provided
with special amount for the disbursement
of outstanding amount to be paid by sugar
millsto sugarcanegrowers,

(b) if so, the State-wise details of the
amount provided for this purpose
alongwiththeconditionsstipulatedinthis
regard;

(c) whetherthesugarcanegrowershave
been provided with their outstanding
amount by making the said amount
available to the sugar mills for the
disbursement tothe sugarcanegrowersby
all the State Governments as per
consultations including the State of
Uttaranchal; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Indulgenceof FPSin black marketing

217. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLICDISTRIBUTION
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Fair Price
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Shops meant for serving food grainsto
weaker sectionsof thesociety areindulging
in black marketing;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and
(c) theaction taken against guilty ones?

Decreasingnumber of vultures

1218. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Sbhepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that the number
of vultures in the country has been
decreasing continuously;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) what steps are being taken to save
thisspecies?

Depletion of forest cover

219. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether it is afact that thereis
considerabledepletion of forest coverin
thecountry over thelast few years;

(b) if so, thereasonsfor the same and
effectsthereof; and

(c) what measuresare contempl ated to

increase the green cover and check
environmental degradation?

M odel botanical survey

1220. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAL:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Shepleasedto state:

(a) whether any guideline of model
botanical survey hasbeendrawnup;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
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(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Databaseof herbs

1221. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTShepleasedto state:

(a) whether any data-base of herbshas
beenpreparedinthecountry;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Threat towild lifedueto clearing of
forests

222. SHRIMATI S.G.INDIRA: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FOREST S be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that several wild
lifeloversand environmentalists have
expressed concernover theincreasing
threat towild life dueto the clearing of
forestfor devel opment projects;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
Government havereceived arepresentation
inthisregard;

(c) whetheritisafact that therecordin
protecting wild life from destructive
development and commercial pressureshas
gonefrom bad to worse; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor?

Environment clear ance of
constructionsin Sabarimala

223. SHRI N.K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether any proposal ispending

with Government seeking environmental
clearancefor the projectsof constructions
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of retaining walls, queue complexes,
parking facilities, latrine blocks etc. in
Sabarimalg;

(b) whether Government accorded
clearancefor theproject; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof and if not,
the reasons therefor?

Environment clearanceto development

projects
224. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will the Minister of

ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
proposeto formulateanew procedurefor
granting environment clearance to
development projects;

(b) whether itisalso afact that some of
the Statesare opposed to thesereforms;

(c) if so, the details of objections of
theseindividual States; and

(d) the action plan of the Centre to
resolvetheissue?

Withholdingthe National Biodiversity
strategy and action plan

225. SHRIMATI S.G.INDIRA: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
havewithheldtherel ease of the National
Biodiversity Strategy and action plan;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether Government propose to
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Tree-bank

1226. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Shepleasedto state:

(a) whether thereexistsatree-bank in
thecountry;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the significance of atree-bank in
referenceto botanical survey?

Natural resour ces of Jhar khand

227.SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will the
Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Jharkhand
comprisesof largeforest areaswhich are
reservoirsof high quality wood apart from
preciousmineralsand coal;

(b) whether any survey has been
conducted with aview to ascertain the
extent of natural resourcesof the State;

(c) if so, thefindingsthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Forestsand treecover

228. SHRIMATI S.G.INDIRA: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that the present
forestandtreecoverinthecountryis23.03
per cent;

(b) whether it is also a fact that an
additional 6.4 million hectaresof forest and
treecover isrequired for achieving the 25
per cent forest cover target by 2007 and 33
per cent by 2012;

(c) whether itisafact that atotal of
33.60 million hectares of land isrequired
for the purposewhereas Government could
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make available only 4.2 million hectares;
and

(d) if so, the stepstaken by Government
to meet the shortfall and to achievethe
target?

Developingbamboo mar ket

229. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(d) whetheritisafactthat Government
proposetodevel opthebamboomarket and
toset upaNational Bamboo Devel opment
Boardforthepurpose;

(b) if so, thedetails of the project;

(c) areaswherethebamboo plantation
isproposed to betaken up; and

(d) whether the project would create
additional job opportunities, if so, details
thereof?

Recycling of imported electronic scrap

230. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Shepleasedto state:

(a) whether electronic scrap sent from
England isbeing recycled in the country
rel easing both permanent pollution and
irreversiblehealth damage; and

(b)if so, thestepsproposedto stopsuch
importinpublicinterest?

Assistanceto Rajasthan and Punjab
for environmental projects

231. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Shepleasedto state:

(a) whether any financial assistancehas
beenprovided by Governmenttothe States
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of Rajasthan and Punjab for devel opment
and promotion of environment projects
duringthelasttwoyears;

(b) if so, thedetail sof such projectsand
theamount provided therefor;

(c) whether funds provided by
Government havebeenfully utilized by the
State Governments; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Guidéinesfor usinganimalsin
scientificexperiments

232. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that the Ministry
hasformulated guidelinesfor usinganimals
in scientific experiments;

(b) whether the Ministry has also

proposed anamendment to the Prevention
of Cruelty to AnimalsAct, 1960; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?
Pollution causingindustriesin
Rajasthan and Punjab

233. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTShepleasedto state:

(a) the details of pollution causing
industriesin Rgjasthan and Punjab; and

(b) the steps being taken by
Government against pollutioncausingunits
inthesetwo States?

Compensation for non-exploitation of

forests
1234. SHRI PYARELAL KHANDEL -
WAL: Will the Minister of

ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:
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(a) whether many States including
Madhya Pradesh have asked for
compensati on dueto non-expl oitation of
forestwealth; and

(b) if so, the action Government
proposetotakeinthisregard?

Ecological disaster duetogrounding of
cargovessel, River Princess

235. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Sbhepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
the cargo vessel "River Princess" was
grounded at Candolim Beach, Goain 2000;
and

(b) the efforts Government have made
toremovethisto avoid ecological disaster
for fishermen and tourists?

I nundation of Damanganga Reser voir
Project area

236. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether large areas of forest land
havebeen submerged dueto construction
of DamangangaReservoir Projectinthe
Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
thetotal areasinundated and the total
number of personsdisplaced;

(c) whether proper rehabilitation
schemes have been drawn up and
implemented; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?
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Pollution around Taj

237. SHRIRAJKUMARDHOOT: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the 1st day
of 350th Anniversary of Taj Mahal on27th
September, 2004 experienced suspended
particulate matters (SPM) level inair at
317.75 micro grams per cubic metre, more
thanthreetimesof permitted|evel;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) the steps being taken to avoid
pollutionaround Taj Mahal ?

Setting up of food parks

1238. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of food parks
targetedtobeset upduringthecurrent Five
Y ear Plan;

(b) the number of food parks
established sofar, State-wise;

(c) whether thereisany proposal to
sanction food parksduring the current
financial year for those Stateswhere no
food parksareestablished sofar; and

(d) if so, the names of places in
Uttaranchal wheresuchfood parksare
targetedto beestablished?

UK'sassistancefor tacklingAIDS

239. SHRI B. J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that UK has
offered 1.5 billion pounds for tackling
AIDSinIndig

(b) if so, the details of the project;
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(c) what isthe extent of AIDS menace
inthecountry; and

(d) the details of fresh initiatives
undertaken to control the disease?

Setting up of hospitals

SHRI THANGA TAMIL
SELVAN:
SHRIT.T.V. DHINAKARAN:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) the details of hospitals run by
Governmentinthecountry;

(b) thenumber of hospitalsset up and
funded partially/fully by the Centreinthe
country, State-wise;

(c) the details of Centrally funded/
sponsored hospital sbeingsetup/likelyto
be set upinthe country:

(d) what isthecriteriafor settingup a
Centrally funded hospital in a State; and

(e) whether Government will open
speciality hospital sfor the benefit of the

poor?

240.

Establishing multi-speciality
hospitals

241. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY : Will theMinister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
establish major national level multi-
speciality hospitalsof thetypeof AIIMS,
New Delhi, invariouspartsof thecountry;

(b) if so, thedetailsinthisregard, with
proposed location, financial allocation,

present status of each of the project and
thetargeted datefor their compl etion;
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(c) thecriteriaadopted for deciding on
thelocation of theproject;

(d) whether itisafact that aspectslike
need and regional balance have not been
taken into account while deciding onthe
locations; and

(e) if so, how thisanomaly isproposed
tobecorrected?

Compilation of HIV data

242. DR. ALLADI P. RAJKUMAR:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether official dataof HIV infected
people in India are being doubted by
Genevabased global fundtofight AIDS;

(b) theaction proposed to compileHIV
databy anindependent body; and

(c) the efforts proposed to step up the
programmeto fight the disease?

World Bank assistanceto M aharashtra
for medical education

243. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government had, on May
14, 2001, asked the State Government of
Maharashtrato send a proposal to seek
World Bank assistancefor strengthening
the quality of medical education and
improving the physical infrastructure of
Government Medical Colleges and
attached hospital sof the State;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether the Government of
Maharashtrahas sent the proposalsinthis
regardto Government;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(e) the present statusthereto?
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Apex Court’sruling on negligence of
doctor leadingto patient’s
disability/death

244, SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will theMinister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether the Supreme Court of India
has recently ruled that an error of
judgement onthepart of thedoctor leading
toapatient'spermanent disability or death
would not render the doctor liable to
criminal proceedings;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government areawarethat
thesaidruling hasled to asense of panic
and hel plessnessamong thepublic;

(d) if so, whether Government would
prefer a review petition against the
judgement and if not, the reasonstherefor;
and

(e) what other stepsare proposed to
allay the public misapprehensionsinthis
regard?

Import of contaminated blood
from UK

245. SHRIMATI S.G.INDIRA:
SHRITARIQANWAR:

Will theMinister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that blood product
samplescontaminated withthehumanform
of themad cow di seasehad beenimported
into Indiafrom Britain;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government haveordered
the Drug Controller of Indiato investigate
thematter inview of itsseriousness; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?



Minimisingmaternal deaths

246. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government propose to
adopt any special driveto minimisethe
maternal deaths, the number of whichin
Indiaisreportedto be highestintheworld;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the measures being taken by
Government for providing an accessible
and affordable healthcare facility for
pregnant womeninrural and remoteareas?

Increasing private hospitalsand clinics

1247. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether the number of private
hospitalsand clinicsisontheriseday by
day throughout the country;

(b) whether thepresent normsfor giving
licensesto such clinicsand hospitalsare
adequate;

(c) whether such hospitalsand clinics

have been given afree hand for taking
arbitrary feesfrom patients;

(d) whether Government proposeto
frame any law relating to fixation of fee
for such hospitalsand clinics; and

(e) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Bill for regulating privateclinics

248. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
draft amodel Bill for regulation of private
clinicsinthecountry;
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(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and
(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

AIDS review of Epidemic

249. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thedeadly
disease AlDShaspenetrated deepintothe
rural areas of Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Manipur and
Nagal and and someother Stateswith high
population, like U.P., Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh, have also become 'highly
vulnerable', causing national and
international concern;

(b) if so, the detail sof any recent review
undertaken to assessthepreval enceof the
epidemicindifferent partsof thecountry;
and

(c) thedetailsof short/longterm steps
being takenfor prevention and control of
theinfectiousdisease?

National Health InsurancePlan

250. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact thattheNational
Advisory Council hasrecommendedtothe
Gol for aNational Health InsurancePlan;

(b) if so, the salient features of the
proposed National Health Insurance
Palicy;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
according to the proposed policy
Rs. 150-200 needsto bepaid by thepolicy
holder; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?
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Rotary I nternational Presidential Polio
Summit

251. SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWAL: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleasedto state:

(a) theconclusionsarrived at inthetwo
day long Rotary International Presidential
Polio Summit, 2004 recently held in Delhi;

(b) the details of the strategy of
Government to attain zero polio statusby
theend of thisyear; and

(¢) the number of polio casesinthe
country, State-wise?

Breakthrough in curefor Tuberculosis

252. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
scientistshave madeabreakthroughinthe
cureof Tuberculosis;

(b) whether it isalso afact that the
newly developed drug will reduce the
treatment duration of Tuberculosisfromthe
present 6-8 monthsto two months;

(c) if so, whether the DCGI hascleared
thenew drug;

(d) if so, by whentheclinical trialsare
goingtobecompleted; and

(e) if not, thereasonsfor delay?

Family welfareand rural health care
scheme

1253. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) thequantum of amount Government
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have allotted to implement the family
welfareand rural health care schemeduring
thelast threeyears; State-wise;

(b) thedetailsof expendituremadefrom
out of thesaid amount State-wiselyear-wise;

(c) therole, the N.G.Os. working in
States have to play in thisregard and
whether Government havereceived any
concreteproposal inthisregard by anyone
of them; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Incentivesto check thepopulation
growth

1t254. SHRI R.S. GAVALI: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
formulate any planto check the unabated
population growthinthe country through
any incentive;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Allocation to hospitalsfor procuring
critical medical equipments

255. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY : Will theMinister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto
state:

(a) thetotal dlocation madeto Centrally
administered hospitalsin Delhi and other
Statesfor procurement of critical medical
equipment during the last three years;
year-wiseand State-wise;

(b) the amount spent by each of the
hospital sduring the same period;

(c) whether any report has been
received by Government regarding the
patientsdying inthe Central Government
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Hospitals either for want of or non-
functional critical equipment; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof and action
takentofix responsibility and themeasures
taken to prevent such incidentsin the
future?

Eradication of Filariasis

256. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government areembarking
upon eradication of the Killer disease
"Filariasis", asthisleadsto grotesquely
enlarged arms, legs, genitalia, breastsetc;

(b) if so, whether Government areaware
that out of 128 million people suffering
from thisdisease, about 40% of them are
inindia;

(c) how the Government proposeto
tacklethisgigantictask, andwhat financial
outlay islikely to beallocated; and

(d) whether Central Government would
play an effectiveroleinthiseradication
programme by constant periodical
monitoring and taking corrective action
thereof?

TraumaCentreat AIIMS

t257. PROF. RAM DEO
BHANDARY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Trauma Centreat All
Indialnstituteof Medical Sciencesisready
for useforthelastthreeyears;

(b) if so, thereasonsfor itsnot being
operational sofar; and

(c) thedetail s of arrangement being
madeto makeit operational immediately
and by when it woul d be operational ?
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Lack of buildingsat PHCs

1258. SHRIMATIMAY A SINGH: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
health servicesare not being provided
properly duetolack of buildingsrequired
for smooth functioning of primary health
services in various rural areas of the
country;

(b) whether Government proposeto
provide economic aid to the Statesin the
comingyears;

(c)if so, by whentheaidisproposedto
beprovided; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Family WelfareSchemes

1259. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) the details of implementation of
various Family Welfare Schemesfalling
under the control of the Department of
Women and Child Development in the
various States of the country;

(b) whether Government areawarethat
there have been someirregularitiesinthe
implementation of these schemes; and

(c)if so, thereasonstherefor?

Stoppingillegal foetusexamination
and femalefoeticide

1260. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government haveissued
stringent directionsto hospitalsand clinics
to stop illegal foetus examination and
femalefoeticide;
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(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the action that will be taken by
Governmentin caseany incident of female
foeticide takes place in any clinic or
hospital in spiteof thesaid directions?

Ad-hocism at AIIMS

261. SHRI AMAR SINGH: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that All India
Instituteof Medical Sciencescontinuesto
real under theagony of ad-hocismasthere
arenoregular officerson severa important
postslikecardio-thoracicvascular surgery
centre;

(b) whether itisalsoafact that evenat
theadministrativelevel, theInstituteis
faced with an extraordinary type of
adhocism from Deputy Director (A) to
Medical Superintendent; and

(c) if so, thereasonstherefor and when
regular appointmentswoul d bemade?

Two child norms

262. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
havedecided not toimposetwo-child norm
inthecountry;

(b) whether it will amount to violation
of Fundamental Rightsif two-child norm
isimposedinthecountry;

(c) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(d) how Government are going to
achievethe goal of population control
through population stabilisation
programmeonvoluntary basis; and

(e) whether Government proposeto
amend the National Population Policy?
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Circulation of spuriousdrugs

263. SHRIS.S.AHLUWALIA:
DR.PRABHA THAKUR:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact thatinstancesof
circulation of spuriousdrugs have been
growingly comingtolight;

(b) if so, the details of complaints
registered by affected consumerswiththe
authoritiesand sources of circulations
uncovered, if any, by enforcement agencies,
year-wise, during thelast fiveyears;

(c) whether any survey hasbeencarried
out by Government withaview toascertain
the spurious drugs menace in all its
dimensions;

(d) if so, thefinding thereof;
(e) if not, thereasonstherefor; and

(f) what werethe salient observations
and recommendations madein 2003 by the
Committeeheaded by R.A. Mashelkar, DG,
CSIR,inthisregard?

Deathsof patientsin AIIMS

1264. SHRI PYARELAL
KHANDELWAL: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that about three
thousand patientsdieevery yearinDelhi's
well-known All Indialnstitute of Medical
Sciences;

(b) if so, the action being taken by
Government inthisregard;

(c) whether Government would takeany
effectivestepsto providefreeemergency
medical facilitiesin all the Government
hospitals, private hospitalsand nursing
homes; and
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(d) if so, the details thereof and the
detailsof procedurefor conducting surprise
inspection/check in the Government
hospital s?

Shortageof PHCsin thecountry

1265. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
thereisacute shortage of primary health
centresinthecountry;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) total number of primary health
centresinthecountry at present;

(d) whether thereisacute shortage of
health related facilities in the primary
health centresinthecountry; and

(e) if so, stepsproposed to betaken by
Government to overcometheshortage?

Integrated Disease Surveillance Pr oj ect

266.SHRI K.RAMA MOHANA RAO:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that Government
are thinking of appointing a private
consultant to determine the exact number
of AIDSpatientsinthecountry;

(b) if so, by when Government are
going to launch Integrated Disease
Surveillance Project; and

(c) the Stateswhich are going to be
covered under the project?

Removal of authorised chemistsfrom
CGHS

267. SHRI VEER SINGH: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:
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(a) thedetail sof chemistswhosenames
have been removed from the authorized
chemistlistof CGHSinDelhi duringtheyear,
2004; andthereasonsthereof, case-wise,

(b) whether alternative arrangements
have been madefor theabovecancelled
authorized chemistsfor thebenefit of the
CGHS beneficiariesincluding pensioners;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Vacanciesin Safdarjung Hospital

268. SHRI DATTA MEGHE:
SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that vacanciesin
medical and non-medical categories of
Safdarjung Hospital have not beenfilled
upforalongtime;

(b) if so, the number thereof separately,
and what isthereason therefor;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
Government have been directed by the
Delhi High Court toimmediately fill up
thevacancies,; and

(d) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto and stepstakenthereon?

NCW'ssuggestionson population
policy
269. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA: Will the Minister of

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether National Commission for
Women (NCW) expressed their concern
over the cohesive population policy of
Government;
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(b) if so, thecompletedetailsof NCW's
suggestionsonthepopulationpolicy; and

(c) actiontaken or proposed to betaken
by Government on the suggestionsof the
NCW?

Substandar d medicines of M/sK ooper
Pharma, Delhi

270.SHRIABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that anumber of
medi cines manufactured by M/sKooper
Pharma, Delhi were found to be
substandard;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) whether any action hasbeentaken
against thecompany?

Progressof HIV programmes

271.SHRIK.RAMA MOHANA RAOQ:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Indiahasthe
world'slargest number of HIV infected
people; and

(b) if so, thereasonsfor HIV/AIDS
programme not making progressinspite of
several international agenciesdonating
millions of dollars into anti HIV
programmes?

Supply of condoms at GB Road

272. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that inmates of
brothels at GB Road, Delhi have not
received condomsfor thelast fivemonths
as a response of AIDS Prevention
Programme;

60

(b) if so, therole of NACO whichis
spending Rs. 780croresinthisregard; and

(c) themeasuresproposed by theUnion
Government to control AIDSby tackling
suchvulnerablebrothels/col onies?

Under staffingat CGHSdispensary,
Janak Puri -l (No. 61)

273. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleased to state:

(a) whether C.G.H.S. dispensary, Janak
Puri-1 (No. 61) in New Delhi, whichisa
polyclinic, functionsfor 12 hoursdaily
with emergent services for night and
holidays, isbadly under-staffed;

(b) the total number of cardholders
including the pensionersregistered there
andthenumber of doctorspostssanctioned
for thedispensary;

(c) the number of doctorsrequired for
thedispensary, accordingtothenormslaid
down;and

(d) by whenfull strength of thedoctors
in this dispensary would be made
available?

Health schemesfor Karnataka

274. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the Centrally
sponsored health schemesformul ated and
being implemented in Karnataka State
duringthelastthreeyears;

(b) the detail s of thefundsallocated,
released and actually utilised under the
scheme during the above period, district-
wise; and

(c) thedetail sof theachievementsmade
inthisregard?



Banning pain killer Roficoxib

275. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:
SHRIMANOJ
BHATTACHARYA:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

() whether Government areawarethat
the popular pain killer-Roficoxib has
recently beenbannedintheUnited States;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether it hasal so been bannedin
our country by Government on the
recommendation of an Expert Group;

(d) if so, the names of the companies
whoweremanufacturingthismedicine;

(e) whether Government areawarethat
thismedicineisstill availableinthe shops;
and

(f) if so, the steps being taken against
those selling thisbanned drug?

ChangesintheMental Health Policy

276.SHRIK.RAMA MOHANA RAOQO:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
areseriously thinking of bringing drastic
changesintheMental Health Palicy of the
country;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) machinery created for implemen-
tation of the above policy?

Drinking water facility at hospitalsin
Delhi

277. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:
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(a) whether itisafact that hospitalsin
Delhi do not have proper drinking water
facility;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) thestepstakeninthisregard?

Construction of rail linesin
Uttaranchal

1278. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the fact that initial survey has been
conducted in Uttaranchal for the
construction of a number of rail lines
duringthelast 25years;

(b) if so, the details of the names of
proposedrail linesalongwith theyear of
survey;

(c) whether someof theabovesaidlines
areproposed to be constructed during the
current FiveY ear Plan;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(e) if not, thereasonsfor neglecting the
development of Uttaranchal ?

Stampedeat New Delhi Railway
Station

1279. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(@) the number of incidents of
stampede occurred at New Delhi Railway
Station during November, 2004 and what
were the reasonsfor the occurrence of
eachincident;

(b) the detail s of effective stepstaken
by Government after occurrenceof thefirst
incident and thereasonsfor recurrence of
theincident again;
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(c) detailsof thelivesand property of
passengerslostineachincident; and

(d) the arrangement made by
Government toavoidtherecurrenceof such
incidentsin future?

Incidentsof firein railway coaches

280.SHRIMATIKAMLA MANHAR:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) thedetailsof theincidentsof firein
Railway coacheswhile running/standing at
stationyardsduringthelast twoyearsand
till datethisyear, zone-wise, year-wiseand
train-wise;

(b) thelosssuffered by therailwaysin
thesefireincidents, train-wise;

(c) the number of persons booked for
sabotage activitiesalongwith the number
of members of railway staff and RPF
booked for negligence in these fire
incidents;

(d) by wheninvestigationislikely to
becompletedinall thesefireincidents; and

(e) the measurestaken to check the
recurrence of such fireincidents?

Detailsof vacanciesin the post of
General M anager

281. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedto state:

(a) the details of posts of General
Managerslying vacantin variouszonesof
thelndian Railways;

(b) sincewhen each G.M. postislying
vacant;

(c) what steps Government aretaking
tofill thevacanciesinvariouszonesof the
country;and

(d) the details of General Managers
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holding additional chargeand who areon
ad hochbasis?

Collaboration with Japan

282.SHRIK.RAMA MOHANA RAOQO:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
Railwaysin collaboration with Japanis
working onaproject tointroduce high-
speed magnetictrainsinthecountry;

(b) if so, thedetails of the project;

(c) whether any delegation/officials
fromJapanvisitedIndiainthisregard; and

(d) if so, the details of the discussions
hel dbetween | ndiaand Japan?

Shortageof wagons

283.SHRIMATIKAMLA MANHAR:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(d) whether itisafactthat thereisacute
shortageof wagonsand Railwayshavenot
been ableto meet the full requirement of
wagonsfor various commoditiesincluding
coal,ironoreandfoodgrainsfor export and
transportation of cement;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) thedetailsof thelicensed capacity
of variouswagon manufacturing unitsand
the number of wagons produced in them
duringthelast threeyears?

Bifurcation of theTrivandrum-
Palakkad Railway Division

284. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(d) whether itisafactthat theRailways
areconsidering to bifurcatethe Trivandrum
and Pal akkadrailway divisionsfor setting
upanew divisionin Salem, Tamil Nadu;



(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether the Railwaysalso planto
createmorerailway divisions; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

I nternational rail corridor

285. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that afeasibility
study has been undertaken to create an
international rail-corridor to link India,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Bhutanand Nepal;; and

(b) if so, the detail s thereof, including
the pattern of funding the project, and its
present status?

Increasein tatkal charges

286. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Railwayshavetakena
decisiontomakeanincreaseinthe 'tatkal
charges payableby passengersundertaking
journey at short notice;

(b) if so, the detailsin regard thereto;

(c) thereasonsandjustificationfor steep
increaseinthe'tatkal charges';

(d) whether the Railways have al so
taken adecisionto discontinuewiththe
practiceof attaching 'tatkal coaches;

(e) if so, the manner in which the
passengers purchasing tickets at short
notice arelikely to beaccommodated in
trains; and

(f) thetrainsfor which tickets at short
noticeshall not beissued?

New technology in S& T meant for
level crossings

287. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto state:
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(a) whether itisafact that Government
areimplementing new technology inS& T
system, whichprovideswarningstoroad
users at level crossingsto control rail
accidents,

(b) if so, thedetails of the project; and

(c) thedetail sof manned and unmanned
level crossingswhich have, sofar, been
covered and successso far received after
implementation of the system?

Proposalsfor construction of new rail
linesin Maharashtra

288. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Shepleasedto state:

(a) thenumber and other particul ars of
proposalsfor construction of new rail lines,
doubling/widening of existing railway
lines, received from the Government of
Maharashtra, which are pending for
consideration and approval of the Central
Government;

(b) whentheseproposal swerereceived
fromtheGovernment of Maharashtra; and

(c) the present status of each of these
proposalsand when afinal decisionis
likely tobetakenthereon?

Revival of railway wagon
manufacturingunits

289. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether railway wagon
manufacturing unitsare being revived;

(b) if so, thecumul ativelossof theunits
tobewaived; and

(c) the actiontaken to modernisethe
unitsto prevent further loss?



Development of model railway stations

290. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(d) whetheritisafactthat theRailways
have decided to devel op 317 stations out
of 8000 stations as model stations by
March, 2005;

(b) if so, thedetails of the project;

(c) thedetail sof stationsthat have been
identified inthe State of AndhraPradesh;
and

(d) the total number of stations
developed asmodel stationsinthecountry?

Permission for goodstransport

291. SHRI SP.M. SYED KHAN: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleasedto
state:

(8) whether permission hasnot beengiven
for goodstransportsinthenewly introduced
Bodi-Coimbatoretrainin Tamil Nadu;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and
(c) by when, thepermissionislikely to
be given taking into account the Bodi's

biggest cardamom trade with other parts
of thecountry?

Cell phonestotraindrivers

292. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Shepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
providecell phonestotraindriverstomake
travel safe;

(b) if so, thedetail s of the project and
how far will it helpto control rail accidents;
and

(c) the details of rail routes to be
covered to beginwith?
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Surprise checks of baggage by RPF

293. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(8) whether itisafact that therearemany
passengerswhocarry inflammablematerials
withthem concealedintheir baggage;

(b) if so, whether RPF is entitled to
conduct surprise baggage checksat all
major railway stations;

(c) if so, the number of checks
conducted by RPF at Delhi stationsin
the last one year and the details
of questionable/objectionable items
confiscated by the RPF during these
surprisechecks; and

(d) how many caseswerebooked after
such checksfor questionabl e/objectionable
items?

Construction of bridgenear Azamgarh

1294. SHRI ABU ASIM AZM1: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleasedto
state:

() whether Government areawarethat
theRailwayshaveconductedasurvey to
construct bridgeover theBelaisaCrossing
near Azamgarh Railway Station at
Azamgarh district of U.P.; and

(b) if s0, by when the constructionwork
thereof islikely to bestarted onthebasis
of thesurvey report?

Vacanciesin the Railways

295. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

(d) whether itisafactthat theRailways
proposetofill up about 8000 vacanciesin
thenexttwoyears;

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



(b) if so, the details of vacanciesthat
aregoingtobefilledin GroupA,B,C&
D Grades;

(c) thedetailsof vacanciesto befilled
inthenexttwo years, zone-wise; and

(d) thedetail sof reserved vacanciesout
of theabove, zone-wise?

ConnectingHajiraPort to hinterland

296. SHRI LEKHRAJBACHANI:
PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:

Will the Minister of RAILWAY She
pleased to state:

(a) looking at industrial growth of the
area around Hajira Port, whether the
Ministry of Railwaysproposeto connect
HajiraPorttoitshinterland;

(b) whether Government propose to
extend the siding track of Kribhco up to
Hajira; and

(c) if so, the proposed time-framefor
compl etion of the same?

Replacement of level-crossingsin Uttar
Pradesh

297. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto state:

(a) the number of level crossingsin
Uttar Pradesh as on 31st March, 2004
which qualify for replacement with road
over bridge/road under bridge on 50 per
cent cost sharing basis with the State
Government/concerned local bodies;

(b) whether any specificlevel crossings
for replacement have beenidentified; if so,
thelocationsthereof;
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(c) whether any planfor thepurposehas
been drawnfor thenext threeyears; and

(d) if so, thefundsrequiredtobemade
available by the State Government/
concerned|ocal bodiesover thesaid period,
separately, by the State Government and
theconcerned|ocal bodies?

Introduction of high-speed bullet trains
between metros

298. SHRIRAJEEV SHUKLA:
SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD:

Will the Minister of RAILWAY Sbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are seriously
considering introduction of high-speed
bullet trains between metro cities by
building adedicated fenced rail-corridor
particul arly between Delhi and Mumbai;

(b) if so, thedetailsthereof;

(c) whether Japanese lenders have
evinced keeninterest inthe project; and

(d) whether thefeasibility study onthe
project hasbeen completed andif so, the
projected capital outlay and thetime-frame
forexecution?

Railway division at Salem or
Coimbatore

299. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY Shepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that substantial
portion of Railwaysin Erode, Coimbatore
and Salem districts fall under Palghat
divisons,

(b)if so, whether therearepractical and
administrativedifficultiesduetothis;

(c) if so, whether itisproposedto create
aseparatedivision either at salem or at
Coimbatore;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?



Demolition of French Aircraft Carrier

300. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of STEEL bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it is a fact that
decommissioned and rusty French Aircraft
Carrier Clemenceau with possible
hazardous substancesonboardiscoming
to Indian shoresfor demolition after the
removal of asbestosfrom the ship;

New DELH;
The 27th November , 2004

Agrahayana 6, 1926 (Saka)
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(b) if so, whether necessary and
adequate precautionshavebeentaken so
that its demolition would not be an
environmental hazard, endangering sealife
and contaminating atmosphere; and

(c) thecompelling circumstanceswhich
contributed to our decision for allowing
Indian shoresfor itsdemolition?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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