RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Tuesday, the July 6, 2004/Asadha 15, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Civil Aviation; Company Affairs, Finance; Panchayati Raj;
Petroleum and Natural Gas; Tourism; Water Resour ces)

Total number of questions—29

FDI ininternational airports

29. SHRIMATIVANGA GEETHAWill
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) thepolicy framed for foreign direct
investment in building twointernational
airportsin Mumbai and New Delhi;

(b) what arethereasonsfor protests
and dharnas by tradeunionsinthisregard;
and

(c) the measures proposed for a
comprehensivelook at all theairportsthat
need to be upgraded?

Upgradation of airports

30. PROEM.M.AGARWAL : Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
upgradethoseairportswhicharenot upto
thestandard of world classairports;

(b) if so, thedetailsthereof; and

(c) the steps being taken by
Government inthisdirection?

M oder nisation of |1A fleet

31. SHRI SM.LALJANBASHA:Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there isany proposal to
moderniseIndian Airlinesfleet;

(b) whether it is a fact that Indian
Airlinesproposeto acquirenew planes;

(c) if so, thedetailsin thisregard;

(d) whether theseplaneswill beacquired
onWet L easesystem; and

(e) if so, thedetail sof thefinancing for
theacquisition of new planes?

Privatisation of airports

32. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:
Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
privatiseairportsin thecountry;

(b) if so, whether Delhi and Mumbai
airports are also being considered for
privatisation;



(c)if so, thereasonstherefor;

(d) thedetailsof theairportslisted for
privatisation togetherwith the reasons
therefor;

(e) whether Delhi and Mumbai airports
areamongtheprofit making airportsinthe
country; and

() if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Airportsin the country

33B. SHRI K.CHANDRAN PILLAI:Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(@) the number of airports in the
country;

(b) theaverage number of passengers
theseairportshandleannually, airport-wise;
and

(c) thedetailsof theannual revenue
earned by each of the airportsduring the
last three years, year-wise?

International airport in Hyder abad

34. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAO:
Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
be pleased to state:

(a) by when Government aregoingto
givefasttrack clearancetointernational
airport at Hyderabad,;

(b) whether itisafact that the basic
issueshavesince been addressedinthe
recent concessionagreementfor Bangalore
AirportProject;

(c) whether any specific datehasbeen
fixed by which international airport at
Hyderabadisgoingtobecleared; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Institutional credit to farmers

35. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKARREDDY: Will the Minister of
FINANCE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thefarmers
who committed suicide, mostly borrowed
money from money lendersand not from
institutional sources;

(b) the action taken for providing
institutional credit to small farmers by
adoptinginnovativemethodstorescuethem
fromthe clutchesof money lenders; and

(c) the measures proposed for abig
pushtopublicinvestmentinrural areasto
assist farmersin gettingloan liberally?

Introduction of accounting standards

36. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY:

SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government Accounting
Standards Advisory Board proposesto
introduce accounting standards for
preparation of financial statementsto make
the Central and State Government's
accounts more transparent and user-
friendly; and

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof ?
Foreign aid to States

137. PROEM.M.AGARNAL:Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) thedetailsof foreign aid received by
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various Statesinthecountry duringthe
last threeyears, State-wiseand year-wise;

(b) the various heads under which
foreign aid hasbeen spent by the States
and thebenefitsderived by peopleof these
States,

(c) whether itisafact that someof the
Statesdo not utilisetheforeignaid under
theprescribed head and intargeted period;
and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
steps taken by Government in this

regard?

Board for payment and settlement
systems

38. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
FINANCE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Reserve
Bank of Indiais in the process of
constituting a board for payment and
settlement systems;

(b) whether any draft legislation has
been forwarded to Government by the
ReserveBank of Indig;

(c) if so, thesalient features of theBill;

(d) whether thedraft hasbeensent to
the Ministry of Law and Justice for its
vetting; and

(e) if so, what is the opinion of the
Ministry inthisregard?
Check on money laundering

39. SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:
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(a) whether it is afact that RBI has
finalised a set of directivesfor banksto
screen customers more stringently to
check money laundering activitiesinthe
country;

(b) if s, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether theguidelines/directivesare
part of thelegislation passed last year on
money laundering?

Foreign currency convertible bonds

40. SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
haveissued guidelinesfor foreign currency
convertiblebonds;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c)what arethereasonstherefor?

Market stabilisation bonds

41. SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
areseriously considering to launch market
stabilisationbondsduringthecurrent fiscal
year;and

(b) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Financial assistanceto Himachal
Pradesh

142. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) thedetail sof thefinancial assistance
provided by NABARD to Himachal

TOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.

Serverd//session_June_2004/845rs



Pradesh during thelast threeyears, year-
wise and district-wise;

(b) theareaswhereinvestment hasbeen
made and the extent thereof;

(c) whether there hasbeen acontinuous
fall inthedisbursement of loansunder Rural
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF)
by NABARD despiteincreaseinthefund
every year,

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) the stepstaken by Government to
raiseRIDF?

Disinvestment policy

43. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOQT: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether Government havefinalized
the disinvestment policy;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c) if not, by when the new disin-
vestment policy islikely to be framed?

Foreign exchange reserves

44. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOQT: Will

the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that foreign
exchangereserveshaveswelledtoover $100
billion by the end of year 2003;

(b) if so, how Government proposeto
utilizethisamount at the optimum level;

(c) whether Government would pre-
pay outstanding loans; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?
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Merger of DFIs

45.SHRI S.M.LALJAN BASHA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that thereisa
proposal to merge all Development
Financid Ingtitutions(DFIs) intoonesingle
entity;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) what aretheadvantagesof sucha
merger;

(d) whether any study has been done
onthismatter; and

(e) thesteps proposed to betakento
ensurethat tradeandindustry do not suffer
by such mergers?

PAN cards

46.SHRI S.M.LALJAN BASHA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) thenumber of PAN cardsissuedin
the country ason date by the Income-Tax
Department;

(b) whether Government areawarethat
thepossessionof aPAN cardisbothersome
tosmall incomepeople; and

(c) the steps proposed to reduce
harassment of fixed and low income
people?

External debt
47. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA

RAQ: Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) what isthe country’ sexternal debt
at the end of thelast financial year, i.e.
2003-04; and



(b) what stepsarebeing taken or are
proposed to betaken to reducetheexternal
debt?

Tax on petroleum products
148. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR

PRASAD: Will theMinister of FINANCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that money is
collectedthroughtax on petroleumproducts
inthecountry;

(b) if so, the percentage of tax and cess
collected over basic priceon petrol, diesel,
gasandkerosene; and

(c) the States where maximum and
minimum rateson these productsare being
realisedinthecountry?

Gasin Krishna Godavari basin
49. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY:
SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM

AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether ONGC hasstruck gasin
theKrishnaGodavari basin;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c) by when productionwill start?

Export of diesel to Pakistan

50. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
Will theMinister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
export diesel to Pakistanfor betterment of
Indo-Pak ties;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c) what routewill beusedfor theexport?
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Price hike of crudeoil in
international market

151. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GASbhe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havemadean
assessment of theloss suffered by the oil
companiesduetoincreasein pricesof crude
oil intheinternational market;

(b) if so, theassessment of theamount
of lossupto theend of May, 2004; and

(c) the burden passed on by Govern-
ment onitself, consumersaswell astheoil
companiesin order to recover theloss?

Prices of petroleum products

52. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether prices of petroleum
productshavebeenincreased,;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether Government have carried
out or proposedto carry out any study to
reduce the production cost to recover a
percentageof subsidy inherentintheselling
of petroleum products;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) if not, what stepsare beingtakento
bring down the prices of petroleum
products?

Pipeline between India and Nepal

53. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will theMinister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to
state:

(a) whetheritisafactthat IOCislaying
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apipelinefrom Indiato Nepal to move
petroleum products;

(b) if so, the details of the proposed
project;

(c) whether any agreement has been
signed by Indiaand Nepal inthisregard;
and

(d) if so, what arethe salient aspectsof
theagreement?

Touristsin India

54. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
TOURISM bepleasedto state:

(a) thenumber of tourists, whovisited
Indiaduringthelast threeyears, year-wise
and country-wise;

(b) whether itisafact thatintheyear
2003 Indiahasreceived thelargest number
of tourists;

(c)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and

(d) thenumber of touristsexpectedto
visit Indiaduring 2004?

Promotion of tourism

55. DR. T. SUBBARAMI| REDDY:
Will theMinister of TOURISM bepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government havetaken up
major brand building exerciseto promote
tourism globally that wouldinturn generate
nearly 10 million jobs and support tiny
industry;

New DEeLH;
The 30th June, 2004
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(b) if so, whether Government have set
up aninter-Ministerial group on 1st June,
comprising variousMinistriesto help the
tourism industry to developinabidto
provideadditional pushtotheexisting
tourism project; and

(c) if so, towhat extent thisgroup has
been helpful in improving the tourists
industry and toimprove variousfacilities
inthecountry?

Irrigation projectsin AndhraPradesh

56. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA :
Will theMinister of WATER RESOURCES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
assist AndhraPradesh Government for 11
ongoing irrigation projects under
Accelerated I rrigation Benefit Programme:
and

(b) if so, the amount to be released
therefor and by when?

Project to connect theriver

t57. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will theMinister of WATER
RESOURCES be pleased to state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
havedecided to consider afreshtheproject
to connect the rivers for proper water
management in the country;

(b) if so, thedetailsinthisregard; and

(c) theactiontaken by Government on
thisproposal, sofar?

YOGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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