RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Tuesday, the December 7, 2004/Agrahayana 16, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Civil Aviation; Company Affairs; Finance; Panchayati Raj;
Petroleum and Natural Gas; Tourism; Water Resour ces)

Total number of questions— 138

New destinationsof Air India

433. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Air Indiais
working out a composite proposal for
fleet acquisition at an estimated cost of
Rs. 20,000 crores;

(b) whetheritisalsoafactthat Air India
will requireeighteen aircraftsfor Air India
Expressto belaunched in April, 2005;

(c) whether itisalsoafact that the Air
Indiaplansfor flying to new destinations;
and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Airport Economic Regulatory Authority

434. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government propose to
constitute Airport Economic Regulatory
Authority;

(b) if so, what would beitscomposition
and the main functions proposed to be
assignedtoit; and
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(c) by when it is likely to start
functioning?

Air servicebetween Kanpur and Delhi

435.PROF.M.M.AGARWAL : Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
torefer to answer to Unstarred Question
143 givenintheRajyaSabhaon22nd July,
2003 and state:

(a) the stepstaken by Government to
operate daily flight services between
Kanpur and Delhi andvice-versasofar;
and

(b) by whenitislikely to be started?
Aviation disaster near Mumbai

436. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a major
aviationdisaster involvingthreeschedul ed
passenger airlineswasaverted 100 nautical
milesnorth east of Mumbai on thenight of
September 23, 2004;

(b) whether itisalsoafact that all the
threeplaneswereoneabovetheother and



appeared asasingleradar position symbol
ontheradar screen;

(c) if so, whether any enquiry hasbeen
orderedinthisregard; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Revision of air fare

437. SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:
SHRI MURLI DEORA:

Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether airlines in India have
decidedtoincreaseair faresandif so, the
detail sthereof;

(b) whether theair faresin Indiaare
threetimes more than elsewherein the
worldandif so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether Air Turbine Fuel ismore
expensive here as 80 per cent excise tax
coupled with state salestax ranging from
4 per cent to 9 per centisimposed on it
andif so, thereasonstherefor; and

(d) whether Government proposeto
look intothematter andbringparity infares
withairlinesof other countries?

Swagat Seva at international air ports

438. SHRI DATTA MEGHE:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION
bepleasedtostate:

(a) thedetail sof the customer-friendly
“Swagat Seva’ service which would
providehassle-freetransit to passengersat
international airports;

(b) whether such a service is also
availablein other countries, andif so, the
detailsthereof; and

(c) whether it is a payment-based
serviceand if so, the cost thereof ?
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International airport at Nagpur

439. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
torefer to answer to Starred Question 24
and Unstarred Question 239 giveninthe
Rajya Sabhaon 6th July and 13th July,
2004 respectively and state:

(a) what isthe present status of the
proposal to develop a multi-nodal
international hub airport for passenger and
cargo at Nagpur;

(b) the broad features of the
contemplated international airport;

(c) whether theareaaround isto be
developed into aSpecial Economic Zone
to boost up exportsasapart of theplan;
and

(d) the progressmade so far and what
isthetime-framefor completion?

Facilitiesfor Haj pilgrims
440. SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS

NAQVI: Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION bepleasedtostate:

() whetheritisafactthat only Air India
and Saudi Airlines are being used for
carryingHaj pilgrimsat present;

(b) whether itisalso afact that there
are complaintsagainst Saudi Airlinesfor
not providing proper servicesto the Haj
pilgrims;

(c) whether Government have any
schemeto tie-up with other airlinesfor
carrying Haj pilgrimssothat inconvenience
could beavoided; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

International carrierstolndian
destinations

441. PROF. ALKA BALRAM

KSHATRIYA: Will theMinister of CIVIL
AVIATION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that morethan
forty international carriers have shown



interesttofly toIndiaduringthenext one
year;
(b) if so, thenamesof theairlineswhich

have shown interest to fly to Indian
destinations; and

(c) whether Indian Airlines and Air
Indiaareplanningtoreducetheir air fares
between Delhi and USA, UK, Europeand
South East Asian countriesin view of
competition andif so, the detail sthereof ?

Introduction of RF tagsfor baggages

442 SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are
considering introduction of Radio
Frequency |dentificationtagson baggages
being handled at international airportsto
prevent them from missing; and

(b) if so, by whenitwill beimplemented
at major international airports?

Revenue ear ned from ground handling
work

1443. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAL:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(@) thenumber of privateairlineswhich
have been allowed to undertake ground
handling work during thelast threeyears;
and

(b) therevenueearned by Government
fromit?

Poor maintenanceof international
airports

444. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION bepleasedtostate:
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(a) whether maintenance of
internationa airportsinthecountry isvery
poor in comparison to international
standards;

(b) whether foreign tourists express
displeasure and are dismayed at the
facilitiesatinternationa airports, especially
in Delhi; and

(c) the measures proposed to boost
tourism by renovating airport roof and
other placesof theairportsand providing
otherfacilitiesof international standards?

Air misses

445, SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) thedetails of air missesduring the
last threemonths;

(b) theoutcomeof theenquiry ineach
case; and

(c) thestepstakento avoid air misses
infuture?

Provision of modern IL Sat Srinagar
Airport

446. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether thereisaproposal under
Government’ sconsiderationto upgrade
Srinagar Airport and also to providefor
state-of-the-art Instrument L anding System
thereso asto enablethepilotstonegotiate
thefoggy weather; and

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
the funds required for the purposes,
separately and by when work on the
projectsislikely tobecompleted?

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



Enquiry into ONGC helicopter crash

447. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a high level committee
appointed by Government after thecrash
of ONGC helicopter in Arabian Seaonthe
11th August, 2004 hassubmitteditsreport;

(b) if s0, thedetail sof recommendations
made by thiscommittee; and

(c) thereaction of Government inthis
regard?

Delay in expansion of Mangalore
Airport

448. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether expansion of the existing
airport at Mangal oreby implementati on of
secondrunway project hasfaced hurdles
inacquisition of land dueto non-release
of funds by State Government of
Karnataka; and

(b) whether the State Government will
bedirectedtoreleasefundsfor acquisition
of land in view of the huge potential for
increaseininternational aswell asdomestic
traffic and al so several major industries
located at coastal areasof Karnataka?

Upgradation of airportsin Karnataka

449. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) the details of domestic airports
which areidentified for upgradationin
Karnataka;
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(b) whether any new places for
establishingairportsarebeingidentifiedin
Karnatakafor devel opment of tourism;

(c) if so, the detailsthereof with the
budget all ocation and statusquo;

(d) the share of State Governmentin
theaboveprojects; and

(e) whether any time-frame has been
fixedfor completion of theseprojects?

New airports

450. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that anumber of
citiesand towns have been identified for
locating airportsand wherethey exist, there
is a proposal to upgrade the facilities
therein;

(b) if so, thedetailsin thisregard;

(c) whetheritisalsoafact that anew
international airport isproposed to be
constructed at Bangal ore; and

(d) if so, thedetailsinthisregard and
itspresent status?

Stateof airports

451. SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
thestateof airportsoutsidemajor citiesis
far from satisfactory;

(b) if so, whether thereareany plans
by Government toimprovethoseairports
and thefacilitiesthereof; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?
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Policy on air fares

452. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
havegivenfull freedomtoairlinestorevise
rates;

(b) whether it isalso afact that the
foreignairlinesnolonger needto notify or
seek approval of the Director General of
Civil Aviationbeforerevisingor floating
new fares; and

(c) if so, the advantages of the new
policy?

Defaulter companies

453. SHRI MURLI DEORA: Will the
Minister of COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:

(@) the number of companieswho have
defaultedintheir obligationsto various
banks and financial institutions,
State-wise;

(b) theamount involved during thelast
threeyears;

(c) whether SEBI informstheinvestors
about such companiesso asto savethem
fromloss;

(d) whether many such companieshad
inflatedtheir sharepricesinthepast andif
so, what action wastaken against such
companiesandtheir promoters; and

(e) thenumber of investorswho have
lost their hard-earned money in such
companiesand theamount thereof?

Listing of stock companies

454. SHRI MURLI DEORA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether several listed companies’
sharesarenot traded ontheboursesand if
s0, thereasonstherefor and what efforts
are being made in that respect so that
shareholdersmay not belosers;

(b) the number of listed companies
whoseregistered/corporate officesarenot
traceable, State-wise;

(c) what action has been taken or
completed against suchcompanieswhoare
defrauding theinvestors; and

(d) whether some companieshad listed
their shareson OTCEIl andif so, on what
boursestheir sharesaretraded now andif
not, what action hasbeentaken against the
promotersof such companies?

Roleof Cost Audit Branch

455. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:

(a) theroleof Cost Audit Branch and
thestepsbeing takento makeit effective
tool for checking fraudsinthemattersof
companies; and

(b) by when theblueprint of work for
Cost Auditwouldbeready?

Drug companiesunder Cost Audit

456. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(8) the names of drug companieswhich
areunder Cost Audit and the companies
for which Cost Audit hasbeen ordered
duringthelast threeyears, year-wise;

(b) whether itisafact that anumber of
companiesareescaping Cost Audit; and

(c) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
stepsproposedtobetakentocover al drug
companiesunder Cost Audit?
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Cost audit of stock scam companies

457. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the cost audit
of stock scam tainted companies has not
beenordered;

(b) whether itisalsoafact that theblock
assessment report from the Income Tax
Department has been called for re-
assessment for Adani Exports, HFCL,
Padmini Technologies, Global
Telesystems, DSQ Software, Cyber Space
InfosysLtd., CadilaHealthcare, Ranbaxy,
Kopranand Zee Telefilms; and

(c)if so, thedetail sof re-assessment?

Investigation of r egister ed companies

1458. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI:
Will theMinister of COMPANY AFFAIRS
bepleasedtostate:

(@) thenumber of registered companies
which have been directed by the
Department to be investigated by the
Registrar of the companiesfor utilization
of fundsduring thelast two years; and

(b) the names of companies whose
investigationreportshavebeenreceived so
fa?

Liberalisation of credit norm by
NABARD

459. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whetheritisafact that theNational
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) hasliberalized
theschemefor settingup Agri Clinicsand
Agri BusinessCentres(ACABC); and

(b) if so, inwhat manner thiswould help
in accelerating the process of technology
transfer totheagricultural sector?

In-house M Tsfor better
accountability

460. SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWAL: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Insurance Regul atory
Development Authority (IRDA) has
directed all theinsurance companiesto
constitute their inhouse Investment
Management Teams (IMTs) by 31st
December, 2004 to ensuretighter control
over thewaystheinsurers managed their
policyholders;

(b) if so, the complete details of the
regulatory works to be done by the
proposedIMTs;

(c) by when, the full-time actuarial
professionalsare proposed to be appointed
to replace proposed IMTs in all the
insurancecompanies; and

(d) the detailsof the other measures, if
any, likely tobeintroduced to ensurebetter
accountability ininsurance companiesin
thecountry?

Introduction of VAT

461. SHRI RAJKUMARDHOOT: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have decided to of f-set thel osses suffered
by State Governmentson account of VAT
introduction;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) theannual financial burden onthe
Central Government, State-wise?

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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Salestax on petroleum products

462. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that dueto high
salestax on petroleum products, the prices
of petroleum productsin different States
aredifferent;

(b) if so, whether itisalso afact that
higher salestax on petroleum productsis
oneof thereasonsfor higher inflation;

(c)if so, theratesof salestaxindifferent
States, State-wise;

(d) whether the Central Government
havetakentheissueof levyinglower sales
tax by State Governmentson petroleum
products;

(e) if so, the detail sthereof; and
() if not, thereasonstherefor?

Fakecurrency notes

463. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that despitethe
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) making it
mandatory for bankstoinstal ultra-viol et
lampsto detect fakenotes, counterfeit notes
increasingly continuetobecirculatedin
themarket;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
accordingtotheofficial statistics, asmuch
as76 per cent of thetotal cashvalueinthe
country isat risk, because 76 per cent of
the 480 crores of notes currently under
circulation are of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000
denominations;and

(c)if so, theaction Government propose
totakeinthisregard?

Foreign Exchange Reserves

464. SHRI MANOJ
BHATTACHARYA: Will theMinister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) theamount of India'stotal Foreign
ExchangeReservesason 1st April, 2004;

(b) whether there has been a steady
increaseintheinflow of foreginexchange
remittancesduringthelast threeyearsand
if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) whether itisproposed to deploy the
huge Forex reservesto thedevel opment of
infrastructure like ports, roads,
telecommunications, railwaysetc.; and

(d) if so, thedetailsthereof andif not,
the reasons therefor?

Guidelinesfor grantinghousingloan

1465. SHRIMATIMAY A SINGH: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whetheritisafact that ReserveBank
of India has recently issued some
guidelinesfor preventionof irregularities
andfraudsingranting housingloan by Co-
operative Banks;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) theachievement madewithregard
totheactiontaken?

M easurestocontaininflationary
pressuresin the economy

466. SHRI R.P. GOENKA:
SHRI LALIT SURI:
SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any fresh review hasbeen
undertaken to assesstheimpact of various

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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fiscal and monetary measures taken
recentlytocontaininflationary pressures
intheeconomy;

(b)if so, theresultsthereof; and

(c) thedetail sof initiatives being taken/
proposed to be taken to easeinflationary
expectationsinthecomingweeks?

Clearanceof investment project in
Bangalore

467. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have cleared the Rs.178.90 crores
investment proposal of aCanadianfirm
called Royal Indian Raj International
Corporation to set up an integrated
townshipin Bangalore;

(b) whether this is amongst the 25
foreign direct investment proposalsworth
Rs. 201.58 crores; and

(c) if so, thedetailsof theRoyal Indian
Project?

Withdrawal of tax interest on NRE
deposits

468. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
withdrawn tax interest on Non-Resident
External (NRE) Deposits and Foreign
Currency Non-Resident (FCNR) Deposits;
and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof with revenue
implications?

Disinvestment of lossmaking PSUs

469. SHRI RAIKUMARDHOOT: Will
theMinister of FINANCEbepleasedtostate:

() whether itisafact that Government
have decided divestment of someloss
making PSUsand that aGroup of Ministers
(GoMs) hasbeenformedtoidentify and
decidepriceetc. for such Undertakings;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof with terms
of referenceto GoMss; and

(c) the details of recommendations
madeby GoM s?

Low productivity of PSU bank staff

470. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
during 2003-04 a PSU Bank staffer did
Rs. 2.4 crore of business, while his
counterpartinaprivate bank did 75 per
cent better, clocking Rs. 4.2 crore of
business;

(b) if s0, in spite of thislow business
profilestaff of PSU, they aredemanding
more salary and perquisites than their
conterpartsinprivatebanksaregetting and
often goon strike;

(c) whether Government have ever
confronted these PSU bank-employees
withtheir low productivity inthe shape of
getting business; and

(d) if so, whether any stepsare being
takentolink the payment of higher salary
tomatching productivity?

Mismanagement of fundsby UCBs

471. SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether, of late, there have been
many Urban Co-operative Banksfolding
up dueto mismanagement of funds;
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(b) whether the Reserve Bank of India
hassuggested to Government to do away
withthe dual-management of co-operative
bankswith both the Statesand the Centre
pulling at different directions; and

(c) whether Government would
seriously consider reforms in the co-
operative bank sector by divesting State
control?

Strategy for enhancement of FDI
inflows

472. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
Indiahasachievedthird positioninglobal
economy inrespect of FDI;

(b) if so, whether Government have
formulated any strategy to derivemaximum
benefits out of the remarkable
achievements; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Restrictionson NBFCsfrom accepting
retail deposits

473. SHRI MANOJ
BHATTACHARYA: Will the Minister of
FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whether the Reserve Bank of India
has decided to start aschemewhere under
all Residuary Non-Banking Financial
Companieswould berequiredtorefrain
fromacceptingretail depositsandinvest
all their existing fundsonly in Government
and other approved securities;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof and by when
theschemeislikely to beimplemented; and

(c) what other measures are being
contempl ated to safeguard theinterests of
the small depositors, most of whom are

hailing fromtherural areasand belongto
small incomegroups?

Infrastructure Equipment Finance
Bank

474. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government proposeto set
up Infrastructure Equi pment Finance Bank
inthe country for extending credit and
other facilitiesto small and marginal civil
contractors,

(b) whether customs duty has been
exempted for import of construction
equipment for the purposeof usageinroad
construction; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Imposition of salestax on petro-
products

1475.SHRIMATIMAY A SINGH: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Central
Government hasrecently directed the State
Governmentsnot toimpose salestax on
petro-products in order to check the
inflation; and

(b) if so, the reaction of the State
Governmentsthereto?

Appointment of Chiefsof public sector
banks

476. SHRI RAJKUMARDHOOT: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
have put on hold the appointment of new
chiefsof publicsector banksviceretiring
incumbentstill the merger of bankstake
place; and

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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(b) if so, the details of all banks
involved in the process and whether
concerned bankswill remainheadlessor
the present incumbents will be given
extensionsor whether other arrangements
areproposedto bemade?

Sharingof customer credit histories

477.SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
theMinister of FINANCE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether, at theinstance of Reserve
Bank of India, Government propose to
bringinalegislationtoempower banksand
finance firms to share customer credit
historieswithout their consent;

(b) whether such customer dataisbeing
collected and collated by the Credit
Information Bureau of India Ltd. and
passed over to avast network of finance
companies;

(c) whether CIBIL's statistical
enumeration/database makes any
allowancefor legitimatedisputesarising
out of bad serviceand wrong hillings; and

(d) what stepsthe R.B.I. proposesto
take to protect the consumers from
harassment by lending agencies/credit card
companiesetc.?

Tax onimport of crude petroleum

1478. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI :
DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
impose tax on the import of crude
petroleuminthecountry;

(b) if so, the details of the taxes
recovered during 2001-02, 2002-03 and
2003-04, together with theratesat which
theywererecov ered; and

(c) thetotal amount of money recovered
intheform of taxes on account of crude
petroleum import during each of the said
years?

Protection of investors

479. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA : Will
theMinister of FINANCE bepleasedto
state:

(a) what stepsthe RBI proposestotake
toprotect theinterestsof thedepositors
fromthe private banks;

(b) whether any guidelines/regul ations
have beenissued for thispurpose;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) how theregulations are going to
helpthedepositorsintheevent of default
by privatebanks?

Actuarial report for EPS

480. SHRI EKANATHK. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether the latest actuarial report
for the Employee's Pension Scheme (EPS)
showsthat itishobbled by the prospect of
low returnsand mounting payoutsandis
staring at an unfunded gap of Rs. 17,500
Crores;

(b) whether itisafact that inthelong
run, the 27.5 million EPS members may
beleftlooking for abailout;

(c) whether itisalso afact that asper
the experts, the ever falling returnson the
funds will not be able to pay for the
promised pensions; and

(d) if so, theaction proposed thereon?

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.
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Tax onimport of petrol and diesel

1481. DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:
SHRI RAJ MOHINDER

SINGH MAJITHA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that Government
haveimposed tax onimport of petrol and
diesel inthecountry;

(b) if so, the names of the taxeswhich
havebeen recovered in 2001-02, 2002-03,
2003-04 and 2004-05 togetherwith the
ratesat whichthey wererecovered; and

(c) the quantum of petrol and diesel
imported inthe country during thesaid
period?

National Manufacturing and
CompetitivenessCouncil

482. DR.VIJAY MALLYA:
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
have set up theNational Manufacturing and
Competitiveness Council to advise
Government on measuresto restructure
Public Sector Enterprises and on
disinvestments;

(b) whether the Investment
Commissionand Boardfor Reconstruction
of Public Sector Enterprises proposed
earlier inthe Budget 2004-05 are being set
up;

(c)if so, whetheritwouldnot resultin
overlapping of functions of these
institutions; and

(d) whether any decision has been
takeninthisregardandif so, thedetails
thereof?

Attachment of property by assessing
officialsof IT

483. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
haveissued directivesto I T officialsthat
they can attach anybody's assetsif the
assessing officer thinksthat acompany/
individual may not pay upthetax demand;

(b) whether itisalso afact that even
the apprehension that there could be
difficulty inrecovering the tax demand
would besufficient groundfor provisional
attachment;

(c) if so, whether this does not
tantamount to empowering theassessing
officer with extensive powers; and

(d) whether this does not tantamount
tointroducing Inspector Raj, whilethe PM
isvery much against thisRaj?

Foreign assistance

484. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO:
SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

(a) theamount of money that the Central
Government havereceived from ADB,
World Bank and other foreigninstitutions
for various projectsinthe country during
thelast 10 years; year-wise and sector-wise;

(b) whether itisafact that the president
of the ADB met the Prime Minister inthe
month of October, 2004, and di scussed
various issues pertaining to financial
assistancetoIndia; and

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



107

(c) if so, the details of assistance that
the ADB isgoingto extend to Indiain the
next 10 years?

Revitalisation of co-operative credit
structure

485. SHRI LEKHRAJBACHANI:
PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(8) whether Government appreci ate that
revitalisation of the co-operative credit
structureand making financeavailableto
thefarmersat reasonablerateof interestis
critical for the development of thefarm
sector;

(b) if so, what steps have been taken
by the Central Government on the
representation received in regard to
co-operative credit structure by the
Government of Gujarat; and

(c) thelikely date by which adecision
will betaken?

Cluster based approach for lendingto
Small Scalelndustries

486. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that RBI has
asked thebanksto adopt acluster-based
approach for lending to small and middle
industrieswhileexploring new instruments
topromoterural industry;

(b) if so, the detailsof thesedirectives
soissued; and

(c) how far thiswould help to boost

development of SSI sector especiallyin
areaswhich areoften frequented by floods,
drought and hilly terrainetc.?

Introduction of polymer currency

487. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
are considering to introduce polymer
currency instead of paper;

(b) if so, whether any proposal tothis
effect hasbeenreceived fromany foreign
country;and

(c) what is the progress towards
introduction of polymer currency asit will
last much longer than paper currency?

World Bank assistanceto U.P.

1488. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL : Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

() thedetailsof projectsinitiated with
the assistance of World Bank and Asian
Development Bank inthe State of Uttar
Pradesh;

(b) the details of amount provided as
grant by the above banks, project-wise; and

(c) the detail s of workscarried out so
far in Uttar Pradesh with the assistance
provided by abovebanks, project-wiseand
region-wise?

Amendment of Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assetsand
Enfor cement of Security Interest Act

489. SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWAL: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
amend the Securitisation and
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Reconstruction of Financial Assetsand
Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
which hasalready got diluted after acourt
verdict, tofurther strengthenlawsfor early
recovery of non-performingassetsworth
over 60,000 crores;

(b) if so, the salient features of the
proposed amendment; and

(c) thedetailsof the other measures, if
any, tostop parking of excessfundsof Banks
inGovernment and RIDF bondsetc. andto
step up investment of these funds in
infrastructure and priority sectors
particularly small and medium enterprises?

M/sHomeTrade Scam

490. SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Oriental Bank
of Commercehastakenover theassetsand
liabilitiesof Global Trust Bank;

(b) if so, the financial details and
reasonsfor thetake over arising thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that a
substantial amount of money of the
SiemensProvident Fund had been eroded
duetothescaminMalafideinvestment by
M/sHomeTrade; and

(d) if so, whether Government are
reimbursing thefinancial lossto the SPF?

Financial deficit

1491. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI : Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether financial deficitislikely to
increaseif theduty isreducedto check the
inflation rate by Government;

(b) if so, the stepstaken by Government
to control thisdeficit; and

(c) whether International Monetary
Fundhaswarned Indiaregardingincrease
infinancial deficit ?

Cesson incometax from religious
institutions

1492. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government have any
proposal toimposecessontheincomefrom
variousreligiousinstitutionsincluding
templesto mobilizeresourcesfor poverty
alleviation programmes;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by when afinal decisionislikely to
betakeninthisregard?

FDI in pension sector

493. SHRI B. J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
areconsidering 100 per cent FDI inpension
sector;

(b) whether Government have laid
down any terms and conditionsfor FDI
entry inpension sector; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Implementation of foreign aided
projectsin Gujarat

494. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA : Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of projects being
implementedwiththeassi stanceof World
Bank and Asian Development Bank inthe
State of Gujarat;

(b) theamount of financial assistance
provided by theseinstitutions, project-
wise; and

(c) whether some projectsare moving

at slow paceandif so, thestepsbeing taken
to acceleratethework of these projects?
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Tax evasion

495, SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) the new steps initiated by
Government to check tax evasion by
individualsand the big companies;

(b) how Government proposetorecover
tax arrearsinsuch cases,

(c) thereasonsfor the big tax arrear
casesgetting onmultiplyingevery year;

(d) whether any relaxation has been
proposed to be given to the honest tax
payerslikesalaried class?

Hawalatransactionsin Kerala

496. SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(@) thenumber of banksinvolvedinthe
hawalatransactionsin Kerala, and the
detail sthereof;

(b) whether thebanksinK eralaplayed
any positiveroletohelptheillegal money
transactions;

(c) whether the banks observed the
relevant rulesof RBI for opening accounts
involvedinhawalatransactions; and

(d) whether the banks made any close
watch over the hugewithdrawal of money
fromtheir branchesin Keralaand Tamil
Nadu?

Waiver of interest on agricultural loans

497. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
have announced awaiver of interest on

agricultural loansinthedrought-affected
aress,

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) whether the benefit hasnot yet been
extended to farmers having Kisan Credit
Cards?

Review of SFC'soperations

498. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether a review of the State
Finance Commission’s operations for
2000-2005 and the need for restructuring
thereof was undertaken by the Gupta
Commission;

(b) if so, the details of the
recommendations made by that
Commissionfor regjuvenatingthe SFCsand
improving their performance;

(c) what decision has since been taken

thereonindicating the stepsrecommended
forimproving the performanceof SFCs;

(d) whether Government of Andhra
Pradesh has made request for restricting
the Andhra State Finance Commission;

(e) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(f) Government’ sresponsethereto?

Review of India Development I nitiative

499. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY : Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
havereviewed or arereviewing thelndia
Development Initiative;

(b) whether Government arereviewing
theabovepolicy to attract moreinvestment
toIndiaor to channel Indian assistanceto
other countries; and
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(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Riseininflation

500. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether theinflation hasreached an
all timehigh inthe country;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) whether Government proposeto
takespecific measuressuchasreduction
inexcise, leviesand other tax adjustments
with regard to consumer goods, keeping
inview theinterests of poorer sections of
thesociety;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof;
(e) if not, thereasonstherefor; and

(f) the specific measuresto betaken/
taken by Government to contain inflation
inthecountry?

Recovery of tax from BCCI

501. SHRI AJAY SINGH
CHAUTALA:Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Board of Control for

Cricket in India (BCCI) has even paid
incometax onincomeearned by it;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof during the
last threeyears separately;

(c) whether the BCCI hasnot paidthe
incometax and other taxeswhichweredue
fromit during theaboveperiodandalsoin
2004-05;

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) what remedial action istaken or
proposed to betaken by Government to
recover thetaxesfrom BCCI?

Loanstofarmers

502. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that theloans
giventofarmersby District Co-operative
Banksand various other credit societiesin
thecountry, particularly inthe Vidarbha
region of Maharashtraarelimited, rather
insufficient, to meet their needs;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisalso afact that several
needy farmersarefallingvictimtoillegally
operating money lendersfromwhomthey
borrow money for purchase of farm-seeds
efc.;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(e) the measurestaken to check the
exploitation of farmersby illegal money-
lendersandtraders?

Cheating by foreign companies

503. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
certainforeignindividualsand entitiesare
making offers of huge money to Indian
residentsinthegarb of helpingindividuals
or schoolsand hospitalsintheir business
devel opment;

(b) if so, the detailsin regard thereto;

(c) whether the Reserve Bank of India
has taken any action against foreign
entities, who are cheating people by
promising huge sums of money through
lotteriesandfinancial assistanceto Indian
people;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(e) whether any measureshave been
takentowarnthepeopleagainst operations
of suchforeign entities?
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Retirement bottlenecksfor NRIsin
USA

504. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARY A: Will theMinister of FINANCE
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether alarge number of Indian
professionals working in the USA are
constrained to leave back a sizeable
quantum of their retirement benefitsin that
country while coming back to Indig;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
reasonstherefor; and

(c) the steps proposed to betakenin
thisregard?

Private Pension Scheme

505. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will theMinister of FINANCE
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether aPrivate Pension Scheme
isbeingintroducedfor Central Government
employeeswho havejoined service after
1st January, 2004;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government would
henceforth be absolved of all pension
liability;

(d) if so, the status of the existing
Government servantswho joined service
prior to 1st January, 2004; and

(e) the stepsproposed to betaken to
ensurethat the pensionary rightsincluding
the quantum of pension of the existing
pensionersremain unaffected under the
new dispensation?

Merger of IFCI

506. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thereisa

proposal to merge IFCI Limited with
Industrial Development Bank of India;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether IFCI is already having
merger associationwith any other bank;

(d) if so, thereasonsfor calling off the
merger withthat Bank?

Projectionson FDI inflow

507. SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government havemadeany
projections on theinflow of FDI (foreign
direct investment) into the country inthe
next few years;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) whether Government are
consideringany proposal for restrictingthe
flow of FDI; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor?

Fluctuationsin sensex

508. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM:Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether themarketisfacing selling
pressureby therecent fluctuationin sensex;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(c) whether it would haveinfluence
upontheinflationandinterest rate?

Audit of accountsof District Councils

1509. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) the detail s of the amount all ocated
to each District Council during the last
threeyears, year-wise;
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(b) whether an audit of theaccountsof
theDistrict Councilshasbeen conducted
by the Comptroller and Auditor General
duringthelastthreeyears;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Complaintsagainst CM Dsof banks

510. SHRI BALAVANT ALIASBAL
APTE: Will theMinister of FINANCEbe
pleasedto state:

(a) thenumber of complaintsreceived
by Government against the Chairmen-cum-
Managing Directorsof variousnationalized
banksduringthelastthreeyears, thedetails
thereof, State-wise; and

(b) theactiontaken on such complaints
receivedin Maharashtra?

Target for Agri credit

511. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA:Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) thetarget of Agri credit set for the
year 2003-04;

(b) whether the set target has been
achieved;

(c) the target set for Agri credit for
2004-05; and

(d) the percentageof target achieved so
farin2004-05?

Public offering by LIC

512. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA:Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Life Insurance
Corporation has sought permission for
Rs. 2000 crorepublic offering;

(b) if so, thereasonsfor LI1C seeking
moreabsol utepowerstoregulatestaff and
agents; and

(c) themeasuresproposedto amendthe
LIC Act accordingly?

Increasein tax receipts

513. SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that therecently
implemented Tax Information Network has
enhanced tax receiptsin merefour-five
months of its existence;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) what istheestimatefor increasein
tax receiptsfor the completefiscal ?

Nomination of non-official directorsin
Banks

514. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether Government havefinalized
guidelinesfor nomination of non-official
directorson Boardsof public sector banks;

(b) whether Government have
considered, while making the draft
guidelines, the recommendations of expert
committees headed by Narasimham and
RH Patil, making out a strong case for
professionally runbank boards; and

(c) whether theproposed guidelineswill
eliminate the practice of nominating
directorsrepresenting narrow sectional and
economicinterests?

Tax exemption to BCCI

515. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether grant of tax exemptionto
an association engaged in promotion of
sportshasbeenwithdrawn by Government
from 1st April, 2003;
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(b) whether the Board of Control for
Cricketinlndia(BCCIl) isaprivate body
registered under the Societies Act but
engaged ingeneration of revenuethrough
telecasting of matches at par with
commercial telecasting channels; and

(c) whether BCCI deducts TDSfrom
theremuneration/feepaidto playersand if
not, thereasonstherefor?

Revival of interest rates

516. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether inview of the high rate of
inflationrecently recorded, whichhasgone
beyond 7.5 per cent and the recent
statement of the Chairman of the Twelfth
Finance Commission that thereal interest
rate must be positive, Government propose
torevisetheinterest ratesboth of thebanks
and the small savingshandled by the post
offices;and

(b) if so, thedetails thereof and by when
afinal decisioninthematterislikely tobe
taken?

Fraudsin NSCs

517. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) thenumber and amount generated
through the sale of National Savings
Certificates acrossthe country during the
last threeyears, year-wise and State-wise;

(b) whether Government havereceived
reportsof frauds being committedinthe
handling of National SavingsCertificates;
and

(c) if so, thedetailsinthisregard and
theactiontakento check such menacein
future?

Promotion of Deputy Office
Superintendent

1518. SHRI VIDYA SAGAR
NISHAD: Will theMinister of FINANCE
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that sometime
ago UDCs and Excise Assistants in
Customs and Excise Departmentshave
been promoted to the posts of
Superintendentsand I nspectorsonlarge
scal ebut the Deputy Office Superintendent
have not been promoted to the post of
Administrative Officer inthat ratio;

(b) whether itisalso afact that the
pay scalesof Superintendents/Inspectors
have been revised but the pay scal e of the
Deputy Office Superintendent remained
static;

(c) if so, the reasons for such
discrimination; and

(d) whether the promotion of Deputy

Office Superintendent andtheir pay scale
areexpectedtoberevised?

Increasein ECB

519. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOQT: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whetheritisafact that theExternal
Commercial Borrowing (ECB) by Indian
corporates crossed $ 5.1 million in six
months ending September 2004 despite
rejection of many proposals and
depreciating rupes;

(b) if so, the names of top twenty
corporateswhoresortedto ECB and details
of thosewhosecaseswererejected;

(c) thetermsand conditionsonwhich
ECBshavebeenavailed of and themajor
countries/agenciesinvolved; and

(d) thereasonsfor rejection?
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Changesin clause41 of SEBI

520. SHRI RAJKKUMAR DHOQT: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is
considering to reducethe percentage of
variation between unaudited and audited
resultsto 10 per cent or rupeesten lacs,
whichever ishigher, in caseof net profit
after tax;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) thechangesproposedtobeeffected
in Clause 41 of the listing agreement
concerning the submission of financial
results?

Devolution of power sto Panchayats

521. SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR:
Will theMinister of PANCHAYATI RAJ
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government arecommitted
to full devolution of powers to the
Panchayat level;

(b) whether recent policy decisionsin
thisregard do not vest thefinancial power
at Panchayat level withthesameremaining
under the control of district administrator;
and

(c) whether Government arewilling to
let Panchayatsraisetheir own resources
and managethefunds?

BPC/IOC agenciesin Nagaland

522. SHRI T.R. ZELIANG: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) the number of Bharat Petroleum

Corpn./Indian Oil Corpn. agenciesallotted
inthe State of Nagaland,;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof indicating
the names and places of such agencies
allotted ason date year-wise; and

(c) the detail s of BPC/IOC agencies
functioning at presentinthe State?

Priceof crudeoil

523. SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will theMinister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS bepleasedtostate:

(a) the price of crude oil in the
international market ason date;

(b) thequantum of crudecil/petrol etc.
in stock with the oil companiesin the
country;

(c) thepriceat whichtheearliest of the
existingstock washought; and

(d) whether Government would roll
downthepriceof petrol, gas(LPG) etc. in
view of thefact that theexisting stock was
purchased at alower price?

India'sstakein Yadaveran oilfield

524.SHRIK.RAMA MOHANA RAOQ:
Will theMinister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether it isafact that Iran has
offeredIndia20 per cent stakeinY adaveran
oilfieldonnominationbasis;

(b) if so, whether any discussionshave
been held between the Government of India
andtheGovernment of Iraninthisregard;
and

(c)if so, thedetail sof thediscussion?
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Roll back of pricesof Diesel and L PG

525. SHRI KARNENDU BHATTA-
CHARJEE: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GASbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are
consideringtoroll back thepricesof Diesel
and L PG to benefit thecommon man;

(b) if not, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether it is afact that allies of
Government arealsodemanding cutinthe
pricesof diesel and L PG; and

(d) if so, what is Government'sreaction
thereto?

Safetyin ONGC

526. SHRI M.A.M. RAMASWAMY:
Will theMinister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether an ONGC helicopter
crashed inthe Arabian Seaonthe 11th
August, 2004;

(b) if so, thereasonsfor thiscrash and
the number of peoplewholost their lives
inthiscrash;

(c) whether Government havepaid any
compensationtothekithsand kinsof the
victimsof thiscrash;

(d) if so, thedetailsthereof andif not,
thereasonstherefor; and

(e) the stepstaken by Government to
enhancesafety inONGC?

ONGC Videsh'sinvestments

527. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether ONGC Videsh Ltd. is
actively considering massiveinvestmentin
oilfieldsin Caspian seaareaand if so, the
guantum of investment and crude output
expected to yieldtherefrom;

(b) whether ONGC Videsh's earlier
investmentsin SakhlainoilfieldsinRussia
and pipelineproject in Sudan havestarted
yieldingdividends; and

(c¢) if not, how soon the Sakhlain
(Russia) and Sudanese projects are
expectedtobeonstream?

Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board

528. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY:
SHRI DATTA MEGHE:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
are going to constitute aPetroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory Board;

(b) if so, theaimsand objectivesof the
proposedBoard;

(c) the details of the Members and
Chairman of the Board; and

(d) by whenitislikely tobeconstituted?

Pur chase of over seasoil reser ves

1529. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government contemplateto
purchaseoil reservesinvariouscountries
and to cooperate with Indian companiesin
thisregard;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) theprogressmadefor exploration
of oil reservesinthecountry?

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



116

Artificial scar city of gasin Delhi

530. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
LPG agenciesinDelhi, inconnivancewith
the gas Companies, created artificial
scarcity of gas refills before and after
31st October, 2004 when price hikewas
expected and Indian Customer Service
hel plinescould not bereached;

(b) whether Government propose to
investigatethe matter to take penal action
against thoseresponsibletherefor; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Petro-Chemical Complex and SEZ at
Mangalore

531. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GASbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Mangalore
in Karnataka has been identified for
locating the Petro-Chemical Complex and
Special Economic Zone after detailed
techno-economicfeasibility study andisin
theprocessof beingimplemented;

(b) if s0, the detailsin thisregard with
particulars of the organi sations associ ated
withtheproject with their respectivestake
therein;

(c) whether itisafact that thereisa
talk of shifting theaboveproject tosome
other State; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor?

Dividend earned by ONGC

1532. DR. MURLI
JOSHI:
SHRI RAJ MOHINDER
SINGH MAJITHA:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thedividend
earned by Government oil compnay
ONGC during the first six months of
2004-05 was morethan that of the same
periodlastyear;

(b) if so, theamount of theincreased
dividend togetherwith the quantum of
excess crude oil produced by ONGC as
compared to thelast year; and

(c) thetotal amount of business done
in each of thefirst six months of the last
year and 2004-05by ONGC?

MANOHAR

Demand for petroleum products

1533. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that the demand
of the petroleum products hasincreased
duringthelastfiveyears;

(b) if so, theannual averageincrease
estimated thereof;

(c) whether the production of crudeoil
hasbeenincreasedinview of itsincreasing
demand inthe country;

(d) if so, what has been the annual
averageproductionthereof; and

(e) thereasonsfor not increasing the
domestic production?
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Reduction of Statetaxeson petroleum
products

1534. SHRI RAJ MOHINDER
SINGH MAJITHA:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government haveurged
upon all the State Governmentsto reduce
the Statetaxesin order to bring down the
pricesof petrol and gasin the country;

(b) if so, thedatewhenitwasurged
upon andfromwhich State Government's
responsehasbeenreceived; and

(c) thedetail s of taxes on petrol, diesel
and LPG levied in each State during
October, 20047

Procurement of oil reservesby oil
companies

1535. SHRI RAJ MOHINDER
SINGH MAJITHA:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government oil companies
in the country are investing capital in
foreign countriesfor the purchase of oil
reserves,

(b) if so, the total amount of capital
invested upto October, 2004;

(c) the total amount of capital
investment for which negotiationsareon;
and

(d) the reasons for which the oil
companies are giving priority for the
purchase of oil instead of increasing its
indigenousproduction?

LNG terminal at K ochi

536. SHRI K.CHANDRAN PILLAI:
SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GASbepleasedto state:

(a) whether necessary permission has
beenaccordedtothesettingupof anLNG
terminal at Kochi;

(b) if so, the details of the project
including the expected cost of the project;

(c) whether fresh tenderswere floated
inthisregard;
(d) if so, the names of the companies

participated in the tender and also the
companiesselected; and

(e) thepresent statusof theproject?

Oilrefineries

1537. PROF.M.M. AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) the details of the oil refineries
workingin public and private sectorsin
various Statesof the country;

(b) theamount invested by Government
intheserefineriesduring thelast three
years,

(c) whether Government have
formulated any National schemeinthis
regard; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Review of taxeson petroleum products

538. SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itis afact that theretail
pricesof petroleum productsarebased on
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three components—theimported crude
price, therefining cost and varioustaxes
of the Union and the State Governments;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof for each of
these componentsfor different retail prices
ruling at different point of time, date-wise,
andproduct-wise;

(c) whether itisalso afact that thetax
componentsisdisproportionately high, if
s0, theplansof Governmenttoreininthe
retail priceof theproducts; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Linking of petrol pricetoimport
parity

539. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have decided tolink petrol pricetoimport
parity;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
Government areconsideringtoreview the
systemof carrying out afortnightly review
of pricesby the oil companies; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor?
Revision in LPG price

540. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government are
considering to reducethe cost of LPGin
thelight of reduction of priceon petroleum
productsashasbeen doneinthe case of
petrol; and

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Demand and supply of LPG

1541. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether thereisagapinthedemand
and supply of LPG inthecountry;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) the quantum of LPG imported
during theyear 2003-04 and the stepstaken
by Government to bridgethegap between
supply and demand thereof?

Merger of oil companies

542. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that thereisa
proposal to createtwo megaplayersinthe
oil sector by merging State-owned oil
companies;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) thenamesand the equity sharesof
thetwo companies?

Merger of IBP with 10C

543. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government have approved
themerger of petro-retailer IBP Co. with
Indian Qil Corporation (I0C); and

(b) if so, thedetail sregardingtheabove
andwhether itwouldresultinthefalling
of Government shareholding?
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Availability of petrol and gasin
Himalayas

1544. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government'sattention has
been drawn towardsdistinct possibilities
of availability of petrol and gasin the
Himalayas as per the conclusion of
scientistsafter analyzing datacollected
fromtheHimalayas; and

(b) if so, thedetailsthereof and the
expenditurelikely to beincurred on the
same and the time period of the said
programmeand by when successislikely
to beachieved?

Domestic production of oil

1545. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GASbepleasedtostate:

(a) the target fixed for domestic
production of oil through coastal and off
shoredrillinginthe Ninth Five Y ear Plan
and target achieved for the same;

(b) thetarget fixed for Tenth Five Y ear
Plan;

(c) thelatest position of availability of
gasandoil inthecountry asper thepresent
requirement of the same; and

(d) the total amount required for
exploitation of resources by the end of
TenthFiveYear Plan?

ONGC'sachievements

546. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GASbe
pleasedto state:

(a) theamount invested by the ONGC

for acquiring MRPL refining company
fromthe Aditya BirlaGroup;
(b) the growth recorded in the

investment in 15 months’ time by the
ONGC;and

(c) thedetailsof other such performance
achievements made by ONGC during the
last oneand ahalf year?

Clearanceof pendingtourism projects
from Nagaland

547. SHRI T. R. ZELIANG: Will the
Minister of TOURISM bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the State
Government of Nagaland hasrequested
theCentral Governmenttoclear itspending
tourism projects,

(b) if so, the detail s of projectsof the

Statecleared by Government duringthelast
threeyears;

(c) the details of projects still to be
cleared; and

(d) what steps are being taken by
Government to clear thepending projects?

Development of Tourismin Madhya
Pradesh

1548. SHRIMATIMAY A SINGH: Will
theMinister of TOURISM bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that although a
number of diversitiesexist in Jabalpur,
Gwalior etc., in MadhyaPradesh from the
tourism point of view, the Central and State
Governmentshavenot shownany interest
for development of tourism at theseplaces;

(b) if not, the details of the
developmental work carried out, sofar;

(c) whether Government are
consideringto construct ITDC hotelsat
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these placesfor the convenience of the
touristsand al so to boost tourism; and

(d) if so, thedetailsthereof andif not,
the reasons therefor?

Growth of tourism industry

549. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havereviewed
afresh the existing practi ces/mechanism
established for co-ordination amongst
variousconcerned Ministries, like Civil
Aviation, Railways etc., the State
Governmentsasal sotheprivatesector, to
identify catalystsand synergisestrategies
for the unimpeded growth of tourism
industry inthecountry;

(b) if so, theresultsthereof, especially
thebottlenecks/shortcomingsnoticedinthe
mechanism; and

(c) thedetailsof freshinitiativesbeing
takento streamlinetheexisting machinery
to speed up the process of consultationsto
help accelerate the pace of growth of
tourisminthecountry?

Tourist traffic

550. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
TOURISM bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that thetourist
trafficinIndiaisdwindling over theyears;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether it is also a fact that in
comparison to other foreign tourism
destinations, overseastouristsfind Indiaa
costly tourist centre, resulting in their
travelling to other tourism centres; and

(d) if so, what measures are proposed
tobetakenby Government tomaketourism
inIndiamoreinteresting and competitive?

Development of religioustourist spots

1551. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI:
Will theMinister of TOURISM be pleased
tostate:

(a) the number of tourist spotsinthe
country which havebeen devel oped, if any,
asreligioustourist spots, State-wise; and

(b) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Special Tourism Zonein Kerala

552. SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:

Will the Minister of TOURISM be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havereceived
aproposal for aSpecial TourismZonein
Keraa;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) theactiontaken by Government on
theproposal ?

Pending tourism projects

553. SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:

SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:

Will the Minister of TOURISM be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of projects for the

development of tourism pending for
clearance;

(b) the details of the proposals, State-
wiseand project-wise; and
(c) the number of projectscleared by

Government during thelast threeyears,
State-wiseand project-wise?
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I ntroduction of night-shopping concept

554. SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR:
Will theMinister of TOURISM bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether therecent introduction of
night-shopping concept in Del hi hascaught
upthereby attracting moretouriststhanin
thepast;

(b) whether the night-shopping concept
hasbrought inlaw and order problemsfor
the State Government; and

(c) if so, whether the Centrewill lend
support to the State Government to
augment itspoliceforcesfor deployment
during night hours?

Incredible I ndia Campaign

555. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether any assessment hasbeen
made by Government to study theimpact
of roadshows organized recently, aspart
of the"Incrediblelndia’ campaign, targeted
at focusing marketsworld-wide; and

(b) if so, the detailsthereof and fresh
initiativestakento market Indiaasatourist
destination, especially to attract the high
endtourists?

Fast Track Clearancefor foreign
tourists

1556. SHRIMATISAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of TOURISM bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government have any
proposal tostart thefacility of Fast Track
Clearanceon International Airportsfor
foreigntouristsarrivinginIndiasothat the
touristsnotwillingtowaitinthelong queue
may getimmediateclearanceat the Airports
by paying extracharges,

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) by when afinal decisionislikely to
betakeninthisregard?

Leasing of isandsto private operators

557. SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN:
Will theMinister of TOURISM bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government are
consideringaproposal of leasing 23islands
in Lakshadweep and Andamansto private
operators; and

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof ?

Incrediblendia Campaign

558. SHRI B. J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
whilethereisagreat potential intourism
in our country, thereislittle exploitation;

(b) whether the basic problemswith
tourismislack of infrastructureand without
short/long term plans, we cannot translate
the success of our campaign Incredible
Indiainto groundreality; and

(c)if so,whatisour short/longtermplans
toaddressthebasicissueslikeeasy access
to our country and availability of viablehotel
accommodation for foreign tourists?

Foreigntourist flowinto Orissa

559. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
TOURISM bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether thelack of air connectivity
and bad time schedul e of flightsarethe
prime cause of fall of foreign tourist flow
into Orissa; and

(b) if so, the remedial measures
proposedtobetaken by Governmentinthis
regard?

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



122

Integr ation of Buddhist places

560. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
TOURISM bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government are
contemplating to integrate the Buddhist
placesof interest in Orissalike Ratnagiri,
Lalitgiri and Udaygiri, knownasDiamond
Triangle, with Gaya-Sanchi Circuit andto
project them as a package in Buddhist
market; and

(b) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Development of tourist spotsin Kerala

561. SHRI ABDUL WAHAB
PEEVEE: Will theMinister of TOURISM
bepleasedtostate:

(a) what specific projects are under
Government’ sconsideration to devel op
moretourist spotsin Keralain the near
futureto attract moretourists; and

(b) if so, thelocationsidentified and
theamount likely to be spent onthem?

Control of Headquartersof Ropar,
Ferozepur etc.

1562. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will
theMinister of WATER RESOURCES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that under Punjab
Reorganisation Act, 1966 the control of
Ropar, Harikeand Ferozepur Headquarters
would have been vested with Bhakra-Beas
ManagementMandal;

(b) whether al etter dated 24th January,
2004 hasbeenwrittentohiminthisregard
by theHon'ble Chief Minister of Rajasthan;

(c) if so, the steps being taken by
Governmentinthisregard; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Reconstitution of Cauvery Tribunal
563. SHRIMATI PREMA

CARIAPPA:
SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWAL:
Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCES bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether any proposal has been
received by the Union Government from
theStateGovernment of Karnatakaseeking
reconstitution of the Cauvery Tribunal;

(b) if so, the reaction of the Union
Government thereon;

(c) the time likely to be taken in
reconstituting thenew Cauvery Tribunal;
and

(d) theproposed compositionthereof ?

M anagement of flood water

564. SHRIM.A.M.RAMASWAMY:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCESbepleased to state:

(a) whether the Central Government
havetaken any stepsin consultationwith
StateGovernmentswho suffer heavy losses
duetofloodsevery year in chalking out an
effectivestrategy in controlling flood and
better management of flood water;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof, State-wise;

(c) the long term plans the Central
Government proposeto taketo control
flood;

(d) thelikely estimated cost of these
projects;

(e) whether any project study reports
havebeen prepared ontheseprojects; and

(f) if so, by when the people welfare
oriented projects are likely to be
completed?
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Damsonrivers

1565. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
theMinister of WATER RESOURCESbe
pleased to state:

(a) the names of multipurpose dams
proposed to be built onriverslike Ganga,
Yamunaanditstributaries;

(b) thenamesof thosedamswhich are
pending construction duetointer-State
disputes;and

(c) thedetailsthereof and stepstaken
by Government for solving inter-State
disputes?

PAP agreement for sharing water

566. SHRI N. K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
WATER RESOURCESbepleasedto state:

() whendidtheParambikulam Aliyar
Project agreement comeinto existencefor
sharing water between Keralaand Tamil
Nadu;

(b) what isthe annual water share due
toKeralaand whether violation of PAP pact
by Tamil Nadu has been brought to the
notice of Government;

(c) whether itisafact that Tamil Nadu
Governmentisnot all ocating actual water
share to Kerala and is diverting the
allocated sharein between Manakkadavu
Weir and Moolathara;

(d) whether Government of Kerala
arrived at an agreement to share2.5tmc.
water from Anamalayar by compromising
theinterest of Kerala; and

(e) whether Government proposeto
review the PAP agreement?

Contamination of water sour ces

567. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
WATER RESOURCESbepleasedto state:

(8) whether West Bengal isworst hit by
arsenic and fluoride contamination of
drinkingwater sources;

(b) themeasurestaken by Government
toassist the State Government to solvethis
problem; and

(c) thefund allocated or proposed to
beallocated for thesaid purpose?

Division of water resour cesbetween
Indiaand Bangladesh

568. SHRIMATIKAMLA MANHAR:
Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCESbepleased to state:

(a) whether recently an Indian
delegationhadvisited Bangladeshand held
talkswith Bangladesh authorities about
divisionof water resourcesbetweenthetwo
countries;

(b) if so, the outcome of the talks,
particularly about division of thewater of
Ganga, Tista, Monu, Khowai,
Awadhkumari, Dharala, Muhari and
Gomati rivers; and

(c) thedetail s of the projects/dams/
canalsproposed to be built on those eight
rivers?

Interlinking of rivers

569.SHRI KARNENDU BHATTA-
CHARJEE: Will theMinister of WATER
RESOURCESbepleased to state:

(a) whether any initiativehasbeentaken
ontheprogrammesof interlinking of rivers
inthegreater interest of the country; and

(b) if so, thestatusof theprogress?
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Pendingirrigation schemes

1570. SHRIMATIMAY A SINGH: Will
theMinister of WATER RESOURCESbe
pleased to state:

(8) whether itisafact that hydro-electric
and irrigation schemes proposed by the
Statesareunder considerationsincelong

New DEeLH;
The 1st December, 2004

Agrahayana 10, 1926 (Saka)

intheabsenceof aconsensusbetween his
Ministry and the Ministry of Environment
andForests;

(b) if so, the details of these schemes,
State-wise;and

(c) by when these schemesarelikely to
besanctioned?

YOGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.

tOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



INDEX
(Ministry-wise)

Civil Aviation

Company Affairs
Finance

Panchayati Raj
Petroleum and Natural Gas

Tourism

Water Resour ces

MGIPMRND—2946RS—01-12-2004.

125

433, 434, 435, 436, 437, 438, 439, 440
441, 442, 443, 444, 445, 446, 447, 448,
449, 450, 451, 452,

453, 455, 456, 457, 458,

454, 459, 460, 461, 462, 463, 464, 465,
466, 467, 468, 469, 470, 471, 472, 473,
474, 475, 476, 477, 478, 479, 480, 481,
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 488, 489
490, 491, 492, 493, 494, 495, 496, 497,
498, 499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 505,
506, 507, 508, 509, 510, 511, 512, 513,
514, 515, 516, 517, 518, 519, 520,

521,

522, 523, 524, 525, 526, 527, 528, 529,
530, 531, 532, 533, 534, 535, 536, 537,
538, 539, 540, 541, 542, 543, 544, 545,
546,

547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552, 553, 554,
555, 556,557, 558, 559, 560, 561,

562, 563, 564, 565, 566, 567, 568, 569,
570.



