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RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Friday, the July 9, 2004/Asadha 18, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Agriculture; Chemicals and Fertilizers; Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution; Environment and Forests; Food Processing
Industries; Health and Family Welfare; Railways; Steel)

Total number of questions—81

Task Force on Bio-technological
applicationsin agriculture

80. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Task Force on
application of Bio-technology in agri-
culturerecommended for Constitution of
anautonomousNational Bio-technology
Regulatory Authority for promoting and
monitoringtheuseof Bio-technologyin
agriculture;

(b) if so, themajor recommendations
made by the Task Force;

(c) whether the Task Force also
suggested for asingle-window clearancefor
new genetically-modified varieties; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Investment in agriculture

81. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisdeclinein public
investmentinagriculture; and

(b) if so, the action taken for more
investment torevivegrowthin agriculture?

Availability of seeds

82. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA :
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleasedto statetheaction takento provide
reliable and quality seedsto farmersto
ensurethat their production do not fall?

Special stepsfor increasing paddy
production

183.SHRIMOTILAL VORA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
take any special stepstoincrease paddy
productioninthecountry; and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof and by when
such stepswould betaken?
KVKsin Uttaranchal

184. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) the names of the districts in
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Uttaranchal whereKrishi Vigyan Kendras
are proposed to be set up in the year
2004-2005;

(b) whether theplacesfor setting up of
theseK endrashavebeenidentified; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Food grain out put

85. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the food-
grainoutput during 2003-2004 isexpected
tobearound 211 milliontonnes, falling far
short of theestimated target of 220 million
tonnes;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) the steps being taken to achieve
higher targetsand/or check any declinein
foodoutput?

Making agricultureremunerative

1t86. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that agriculture
hasturnedinto anon-profitableindustry
and agriculturistsarecommitting suicides
asthey are not ableto repay theloans;

(b) if not, the assessment of
Government inthisregard; and

(c) therapid and long term measures
decided by Government for making
agriculture a profitableindustry?
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Emphasis on cash crops

187. SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA:
Will theMinister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thefarmers
havegivenemphasison cashcropsinstead
of conventional grainsonalargescalein
several areasof thecountry inthelast few
years,

(b) if so, whether Government have
conducted any survey to ascertainthearea
of land brought under cash cropsduring
thelasttenyears; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof, State-wise?

Dependency on rain water for
irrigation

188. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that around 70
per cent of agricultureinthecountry is
dependent on monsoon and non-monsoon
rainsforirrigation;

(b) if so, whether itisalso afact that
agro-industry hasalso becomeuncertain
and non-profitableasaresult of uncertain
availability of rain-water;

(c) if not, thereaction of Government
thereto; and

(d) thetime bound plan of Government
togetridof thisuncertainty?

Scheme for increasing oil seed
production in Chhattisgarh

189.SHRIMOTILAL VORA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether any schemetoincreasethe
oil seed production hasbeen formul ated
by Government; and
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(b) if so, the details thereof and the
measures being taken by Government for
increasing the oil seed production in
Chhattisgarh?

Distress of farmersin Andhra
Pradesh

90. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Andhra Pradesh
Government has apprised the Union
Government about thedistressof farmers
inAndhraPradesh;

(b) if so, thedetail sof assurancesgiven
for assistanceinthisregard; and

(c) theactiontakento clear thepending
drought relief assistance early?

Coconut Resear ch Institute

91. SHRIK.CHANDRANPILLAI:
SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government havereceived
any proposal fromtheK eralaGovernment
for establishing a Coconut Research
Institutein Keralaby ICAR;

(b)if so, thedetail sthereof andalsothe
objectivesof thelnstitute;

(c) whether thenecessary clearancehas
been accorded for the project; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Sick Unitsof FCI

192. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) the number of unitsfunctioning
under Fertilizer Corporationof Indiainthe
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country which are sick or closed or
proposedto beclosed down;

(b) whether Government havereviewed
the causes of their sicknessor closure; if
s0, whether thereisany proposal of handing
over theseclosed unitsto privatesector to
make them functional; if so, the details
thereof;

(c) the total quantum of fertilizers
producedinall thepublic sector unitsthis

year and whether it can meet the
requirement inour country; and

(d) if not, theinitiatives Government
aretakingtomeettherequirement?

Subsidy on fertilizers

93. SHRIV.NARAYANASAMY':
SHRI RAJKUMARDHOOQOT:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERSbe pleased to state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
are considering decreaseintheamount of
subsidiesonfertilizers;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;
(c) if not, thereasonstherefor; and
(d) theamount of fertilizer subsidy paid

duringthelast fiveyearsand proposedto
be paid during 2004-05?

Demand and supply position of
fertilizers

94. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will theMinister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERSbe pleased to state:

(8) thedetail sof thedemand and supply
of fertilizersduring thelast fiveyears; year-
wise and item-wise;

(b) whether itisafact that thereisa
huge gap between demand and supply and
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thereby affecting the productivity of
agriculture;

(c) the measures Government have
taken or propose to take to cut down
demand and supply gap; and

(d) towhat extent Indo-Oman Fertilizer
Project helpsinreducing demand position
inIndia?

Prices of chemical fertilizers

195. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will
the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact that thepricesof
chemical fertilizershaveincreasedinthe
country duringthelastfour years;

(b) if so, the prices of varioustypes of
fertilizersason 2nd May, 2004,

(c) towhat extent these priceswere
higher, in terms of percentage, than the
pricesof fertilizersin May, 2000; and

(d) the amount of subsidy given by
Governmentinfertilizer sectorintheyear
ending March, 2000 and the year ending
March, 2004?

Printing the prices of life saving
drugs

196. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether any proposal for printing
thepriceof lifesaving drugsalongwiththe
sales tax on their packing is under
considerationof Government soastoavoid
inconveniencetothe people;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) by when afinal decision in this
regardislikely tobetaken?
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Scope of Indian Pharma Industry in
u.s.

97. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY':
Will theMinister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether $7 billion market has
opened up for Indian Pharmalndustry in
theU.S. generic segment during current
year;

(b) whether pharmacompanieswill also
haveafeasibility of making their way into
the $33 billion patent challenge-led
opportunity;

(c) whether these Indian pharma
companieshaveany futureinU.S,;

(d) if so, whether for last threeyearsin
Indian companieshavebuilt credibility with
U.S. trade channelsfor product quality
service, competition pricingand smooth
supply chainresultinginmarket sharegains;
and

(e) if so, to what extent Indiahas been
abletomonitor U.S. market?

Working of Hindustan Organic
ChemicalsLimited

98. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLALI:
Will theMinister of CHEMICALSAND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact that theHindustan
OrganicChemicalsLtd. (HOCL) hasbeen
referredto BIFR;

(b) if so, thedetailsof the profit/loss
made by HOCL and the parent unit at
Rasayani in Maharashtraduring thelast
threeyears, company-wise;

(c) whether Government havereceived
any proposal regarding therevival of the
Rasayani Unit;

(d) whether Government havereceived
any proposal for the merger of HOCL
Cochin Unit with Kochi refineries;
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(e)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and

(f) the details decision taken by
Government on thisproposal ?

Consumption, Production and Supply
of Fertilizers

199. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will the
Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERSbepleasedto state:

(a) the per year average consumption
of fertilizersin the country;

(b) whether Urea, Diphosphatic
fertilizersarebeing producedinthecountry
upto consumptionlevel; if not, the manner
in which Government are meeting the
demand;

(c) the quantity of fertilizer imported
tofulfill the requirement; and the amount
of foreign exchange spent ontheimport of
fertilizersduring thelast two years,

(d) the steps being taken by
Government to strike a balance in the
consumption, production and supply of
fertilizers, and

(e) whether thesubsidy onfertilizersis
likely tobeincreased?

Revitalisation of Sugar Industry

100. SHRI MOOLCHAND
MEENA:
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether representativesof thesugar
industry met him and demanded apackage
for therevitalisation of the sector;

(b) if so, themain pointssuggested by
them;
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(c) whether Government have
consideredtheir suggestionsandif so, how
many of their proposals have been
considered; and

(d) by what timeafinal decisioninthis
regardislikely tobetaken?

Ration card for farmers and
agricultureworkers

101. SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government are aware of
alarming number of suicidesby farmersin
Andhra Pradesh and various parts of
country dueto poverty after theyear 2002;

(b) whether many farmers and
agricultureworkersareexcludedfromPublic
Distribution System (PDS) and denied
ration cardswithintroduction of targeted
PDS;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof including
thenumber of ration card holdersfor the
lastthreeyears, State-wise, year-wiseand
category-wise;

(d) themeasurestakenif any, for long
termfood security of thefarmers; and

(e) whether Universal Public
Distribution Systemwill beintroduced for
enablingthedeprivedtoaccessfood?

Distribution of quality foodgrains

102. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLICDISTRIBUTION bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether the Food Corporation of
Indiais all set to adopt a slew of new

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.

serverl\session_june_2004\918rs.pm6.5 25



practices and proceduresto distribute
quality foodgrainsinthecountry;

(b) if so, the detail s of the procedures
tobefollowed by FCI to effectively supply
foodgrainsinthe country;

(c) whether itisafact that FCl isalso
thinking of borrowing resourcesfrom the
market withaguaranteefrom Government;
and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Fall in rice stocks

103. SHRI EKANATHK. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that rice stocks
areexpectedtofall totheir lowest level in
12 yearsduring the next six monthsinthe
country;

(b) if so, whether thisiscritically below
the minimum norm necessary for the
country'sfood security; and

(c) if s0, the steps Government propose
totaketoensurethat FCI godownshave
enough grainto meet buffer stock norms?

Declinein calorie consumption

104. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLALI:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) the details of per-capita calorie
consumptioninthecountry duringthelast
threeyears, year-wise;

(b) whether it is afact that the per-
capitacal orieconsumption hasbeenonthe
decline;

(c) if so, thedetailsand the reasons
therefor; and

(d) the detail s of measures Government
have takentoimprovethesituation?
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Subsidy for export of wheat and rice

1105. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLICDISTRIBUTION bepleasedto
state:

() whether itisafact that Government
have decidedto providesubsidy for the
export of wheat andrice;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
ratesfixedfor providing subsidy;

(c) thepriceincluding subsidy at which
riceandwheat areproposedtobesoldto
exportersfor export; and

(d) thetotal quantum of wheat andrice
fixed for export by Government?

Strengthening PDS

106. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLICDISTRIBUTION bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether the new Common
Minimum Programme of Government
proposes to strengthen the Public
Distribution System and extendittothe
poorest blocksinthecountry;

(b) if so, themain proposal sthat have
beenworkedout; and

(c) by what timethese arelikely to be
implemented?

Payments for sugarcane

1107. SHRI ABU ASIM AZM1: Will
the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLICDISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a) thequantum of sugarcanecrushedin
sugar millsinvarious States of the country
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during 2003-04 togetherwith the total
pricesthereof;

(b) whether all payments have been
madefor sugarcaneinvariousStates; if not,
thereasonstherefor; and

(c) the States in which maximum
paymentsareduetothesugarcanegrowers
during the said period togetherwith the
reasonstherefor andtheinitiativesbeing
taken by Government with regardtoits
payments?

Promoting sugar industries

1108. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
formulated any plan to promote sugar
industry;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Buffer stock of sugar

1109. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

() whether itisafact that Government
havedecided onthe18thMay, 2004 not to
keepthebuffer stock of sugar;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whetheritisalsoafact thatinthe
middle of June, 2004, Government have
takenanother decisionto keeptwomillion
tonnesof buffer stock of sugar;

(d)if so, thefactsinthisregard; andthe
reasonsfor asudden changeintheneedfor
keeping the buffersstock of sugar now;
and
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(e) the amount to be paid by
Government to sugar mills for this
purpose?

Starvation deaths

110. SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that therewerea
number of starvation deathsreported from
variouspartsof the country during thelast
threeyears;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof, state-wise
and year-wise;

(c) whether Government propose to
providefoodgrainsfreeof costtovulnerable
sectionsdying due to starvation; and

(d)if so, thedetailsthereof andif not,
thereasonstherefor?

Training centresfor Medara
community

111. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Sbe pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that theMedara
community had represented for the
provision of sometraining centresin some
areasin the South under forest protection
policy;

(b) if so, thedetailsof this demand;

(c) whether any stepshavebeentaken
to involve this community in forest
protectionthrough establishment of training
centresfor their livelihood; and

(d) if so, the detail s of such training
centres set up by Government?
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Promotion of carbon sink and carbon
sequestration projects

112. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government in
collaboration with Community Forestry
International, U.S.A. ispromoting carbon
sink projectsand carbon sequestration
projects in Harda Forest Division of
Madhya Pradesh and Adilabad Forest
Divisionof AndhraPradesh;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
thefunding agency;

(c) whether Government plan to
promote similar carbon sink and carbon
sequestration projects elsewherein the
country; and

(d)if so, thedetailsthereof andif not,
thereasonstherefor?

Misuse of fundsfor cleaning up of
Yamunariver

113. SHRI PRASANTA CHATTER-
JEE: Will the Minister of ENVIRON-
MENT AND FORESTS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether any enquiry has been
instituted to investigateinto the alleged
misuseof fundsfor cleaning up of Yamuna
river;

(b) if so, the details of the outcome
thereof and if not, thereasonstherefor;
and

(c) theeffectivemeasuresbeing taken/
proposed by Government to ensure proper
utilization of funds provided for the
cleaning up of Y amunariver?
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Forestry projects of World Bank

114. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the World Bank has
indicateditspreferencetotakeupforestry
projectsinthecountry;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
names of the States, cost of the projects
and project objectives; and

(c) thereaction of Governmentinregard
thereto?

Forest cover

1115. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) the detailsof density of theforest
cover acrossthecountry, State-wise;

(b) whether thereisany proposal of
givingOxygenroyalty asaspecial incentive
to those States having morethan fifty per
cent of theforest cover of their total area;
and

(¢) if not, theway inwhich Government
proposeto giveincentiveto theabove
category of Statesfor conserving forests?

Import of toxic wastes

116. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Sbe pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
Indiaisbecoming theworld'sfavourite
dumpingground of hazardoussubstances
andwaste;

(b) whether it is a fact that India
continuestoallow llegal import of nearly
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1,00,000 metric tonnes of toxic wastes
annually, mostly from so called devel oped
countries;

(c) if s0, the steps Government propose
totaketo prevent environmental pollution
from toxic waste; and

(d) if not, the steps Government
proposeto taketo prevent import of toxic
waste?

Revamping of Yamuna and Rivalsar
lake

1117. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FOREST Shepleasedtorefer totheanswer
to Unstarred Question 380 giveninthe
Rajya Sabhaon 22nd November, 2002 and
state:

(a) whether any proposal for revamping
of river Yamunaaswell asthe Rivalsar lake
has been received from Himachal Pradesh
Government under National River
Conservation Scheme; and

(b) if so, when and the action taken
thereon?

Safety of wild life sanctuaries

1118. SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA:
Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT
AND FOREST Sbe pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thewildlife
sanctuaries through out the country have
turned out to beunsafefor human beings
andanimals;

(b) whether itisalso afact that these
sanctuarieshavebeen encroached alot due
towhich animalscomeout of it and harm
thelifeand propertiesof thepeopleliving
inthe nearby areas and sometimesthey
themselvesmeet with accidentsby trucks
andtrains; and
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(c) if so, thedetails of such accidents,
sanctuary-wise?

Expansion and growth of FPIs

1119. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will the Minister of FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIESbe pleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that sufficient
potential existinthecountry for thegrowth
and expansion of Food Processing
Industry; and

(b) thetarget fixed with regard to the
valueof productioninthisindustry till the
end of March 2009 and the plansproposed
by Government for expansion and growth
of theindustry?

Autonomy toAIIMS

*120. SHRI S.M.LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havegranted
total autonomy to AlIMSin all matters;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether thereisany proposal to
declareAlIMSasareferral hospital;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof;

(e) whether AIIM S has been ableto
generateany fundsfromitsresearchwork;
and

() if so, thedetail sof such earningsby
AlIMSin 2003-04?

Illegal and unethical drugtrials

121. SHRI EKANATHK. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
global pharmacompaniesaretreating India
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asaconvenient |aboratory for testingtheir
drugsand using I ndiansasunsuspecting
guineapigs,

(b) whether Government areawarethat
illegal and unethical drugtrialsarecarried
outinthecountry inspiteof thestringent
lawsgoverningclinical trials; and

(c) if so, the steps Government propose
totaketo monitor theimplementation of
lawsgoverningclinical trials?

UNICEF'sWorld Children Report
2004

122. SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that therecently
released World'sChildren Report, 2004 of
the UNICEF reveal sthat under-devel oped
countrieslike Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
look after their childrenfar better thanIndia
intermsof health careand education;

(b) whetheritisalsoafactthatinterms
of infant mortality, Indiaisgoingonly a
little better than sub-Saharan African
countries;and

(c) if so, thereasons behind thisand
action taken by Government on the
contents of the Report?

Deaths of children dueto poor
hygiene

123. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Indiahas
achieved thedubiousdistinction of having
the highest estimated number of children
i.e., 5,19,500 dying from poor hygiene;

(b) whether itisafact that seventy-
two per cent peoplein Indiado not have
accesstoimproved sanitation; and

(c) if so, the steps Government propose
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to take to improve sanitation in the
country?

Shortage of essential medicinesin
CGHS dispensaries

124. PROF. M. M. AGARWAL: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
various CGHSdispensariesfunctioning at
presentin Delhi arefacing severe shortage
of essential medicines;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) thenecessary stepsbeing taken or
proposed to betaken by Government to
supply sufficient essential medicinesto
CGHSbeneficiaries?

Development of RML ashealth
promoting hospital

125. SHRI R. P. GOENKA:
SHRI KALRAJMISHRA:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that the Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, a Central
Government Hospital in New Delhi, has
been selectedtobedevelopedintoa”health
promoting hospital”, aspart of aW.H.O.
project;

(b) if so, thedetail s of the project and
present status of itsimplementation; and

(c) the detail s of any similar scheme
drawnuptoupgradeother leading hospitals
inthecountry?

International Exchange Programme
for promoting ISM&H

126. SHRI S. M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government haveascheme
called the International Exchange
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Programme with the objective of
encouraging and promoting Indian Systems
of Medicineand Homoeopathy;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) the number of scholarswho have
been sent abroad under thisprogrammein
2003-2004; and

(d) the steps proposed to be taken by
Government toincrease such exchangesin
the current year?

Monitoring of food safety levels

127. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisany comprehensive
systemto monitor thefood safety levelsin
the country;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisafact that theICMR
report in 1993 exposed alarming level of
contaminantsinfood;

(d) whether thereport also included
recommendationsfor drastic changesin
Government policies,

(e) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(f) whether therecommendationswere
consideredforimplementation;

(g) if so, thedetailsthereof; and

(h) if not, thereasonstherefor?

National Population Policy

128. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will theMinister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether there is any National
Popul ation Policy in place so asto control
and curbthepopulationexplosioninthe
country;
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(b) if so, the detail sthereof and since
whenthepolicy isoperative;

(c) whether there is any monitoring
agency inplaceto overseethe operation of
the policy; and

(d) if so, thesuccessachieved sofar, in
keeping burgeoningincreasein population
incheck?

USrefusal for Indian AIDSdrugs

129. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY :
SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the USFood
and Drug Administration refusedto give
itsapproval for use of WHO-approved
AlIDSdrug combinations manufactured by
Indian drug manufacturersin US-funded
programmes; and

(b) if so, the steps Government have
taken through diplomatic and political
channels, to convince USA to usethese
drugs in US sponsored or funded
programmes?

Council to regulate Physiother apy

1130. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WEL FARE bepleased to refer to answer
to Unstarred Question 776 giveninthe
Rajya Sabhaon the 28th July, 2003 and
state:

(a) whether Government have
constituted a Council to regulate
physiotherapy;

(b) if so, when; and

(c) whether itisalso afact that such
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personswho have obtained bachelor's
degreeor master'sdegreeafter successfully
completing four andahalf-year coursein
physiotherapy have been allowed to prefix
'‘Doctor' totheir name?

Typhoid Kit

131. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that DRDO has
developed akit for Typhoid;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether massproduction of thiskit
hasbeenstarted; and

(d) if so, by whenthekitisgoingto be
distributed to various hospitalsin the
country?

Centrally sponsored health schemes

132. PROF. M. M. AGARWAL: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) the details of the Centrally
sponsored heal th schemesformulated and
being implemented in various States of the
country duringthelast threeyears;

(b) thedetails of thefundsallocated,
released and actually utilised under the
schemeduring thisperiod State-wiseand
District-wise; and

(c) thedetail sof theachievementsmade
inthisregard?

Unsafeinjection

133. SHRIMATI N. P. DURGA: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that accordingto
the recent report of the NCLEN, an
organisation sponsored by theWorld Bank,
2/3rd of injectionsused in Indiaare not
safe
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(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that in
February, 2004 clinical epidemiology unit
of AIIMS presented a report to the
Ministry about the unsafe injection
practicesinIndia;

(d) if so, theimportant suggestions/
recommendationsof thereport submitted
by CEU of AIIMS; and

(e) theaction Government havetaken
or proposetotaketo curbthismenace?

Female/maleratio

1134. SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thefemale/
maleratiointhecountry hascomedownto
adangerouslevel;

(b) whether itisalsoafact that despite
this female foeticide is going on
uninterruptedly;

(c) whether Government have
conducted any survey inthisregard;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) the number of casesthat have come
to light so far, and the action taken
thereon?

Female foeticide

135. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will theMinister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) thedetails of casesof sex selection
and femal efoeticideregistered during the
last threeyears; year-wise and State-wise;

(b) thedetailsof casesfiled against the
erring doctorsduringthelast threeyears;
year-wise and State-wise; and

(c) the steps Government proposeto
taketo maintain male-femaleratioin the
country?
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Upgradation of Government hospitals

136. PROF. M. M. AGARWAL: Will
theMinister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have
formul ated any schemefor upgradation of
the existing Government hospitals
functioning at present in different parts of
the country;

(b) if so, the hospital-wise detail sthat
areto beupgraded by Government during
thecurrent financial year; and

(c) thedetail sof progressachieved so
far, inthisregard?

Health Mela

137. SHRI DWIJENDRA NATH
SHARMAH: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
organise'HealthMelas tocreateawareness
and provide health servicesto the needy
people of the country;

(b) if s0, thedetail sof the'HealthMelas’
proposed to be organised during the current
year;and

(c) thedetailsof financial allocation
madefor the purpose?

Pending bills of senior citizens

138. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have stopped
direct purchasefromlocal chemists; and

(b) if so, what action hasheentaken by
Government to ensure that pending bills of
senior citizensare settled at the earliest?

Free health insurance

139. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be
pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Government
proposeto launch afree healthinsurance
cover for those who undergo family
planning;

(b) if so, the details of the proposal;

(c) whether the proposed insurance
cover isin place of the other incentives
that arenow being given?

Safety measur es by Konkan Railway
Corporation

140. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA MURTHY :
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) what arethe saf ety measurestaken
by Konkan Railway Corporation to
prevent accidents,

(b) if safety measureshavebeentaken,
thereasonsfor therecent railway accident
that took placebetween Vir and Karanjadi
Stations;

(c) whether the Railways have
sanctionedadditional fundsforincinometres
and saf ety mesheson cuttingsabovefive
metres; and

(d) will the Konkan Railway
Corporation assure full safety to the
passengerstravelling by trainsrun by
Konkan Railway Corporation?

Laterunning of Kafiyat Express

1141. SHRI ABU ASIM AZM1: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(@) whetheritisafact thatthe"Kafiyat
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Express" running between Delhi and
Azamgarh oftenreachesitsdestinationlate;

(b) if so, whether itisalso afact that
the passengers are facing a lot of
inconveniencein getting eatablesin the
absence of apantry car inthistrain; and

(c) if so, the detail sof the stepsbeing
takento ensuretimely running of thistrain
aswell astoattach apantry car?

Train accident at Latur, Maharashtra

142. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that five persons
werekilledin Latur district of Maharashtra
duetoacollision betweenatrainand a
vehicleat amannedrailway crossing;

(b) if so, how did the accident happen
at a manned railway crossing in Latur
recently;

(c) whether itisafact that the gates
wereopen at thetime of theaccident; and

(d) if so, thedetail sof theaccident and
thestepsproposedtoavert suchaccidents
infuture?

Strengthening of Railway Protection
Force

1143. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
proposeto strengthen Railway Protection
Force;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) theamount likely tobeincurred by
Government t ofulfil thisobjective?

Recruitment policy of Railway
Protection Force

1144. SHRI JANESHWARMISHRA:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleased
to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that large scale
changesarebeingbroughtintherecruitment
policy of Railway Protection Force (RPF);

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
recruitment procedureisbeing handed over
tosomespecial official sinstead of Railway
Recruitment Board; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Construction of flag station at Tangra

145. SHRI PRASANTA
CHATTERJEE: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether adecision wastaken by
himto construct aflag station at Tangraon
Kankungathi Chord line, under Sealdah
Division of Eastern Railway; and

(b) if so, the latest position in this
regard?

New railway lines between Cuddapah
and Bangalore

146. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether request hasbeenreceived
for new Railway Linesfrom Cuddapahto
Bangal oreviaM adanapalli, Bhadrachalam;

(b) if so, theactiontakenthereon?
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Simplification of the claim process

1147. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleasedto
state:

(a) whether any effective stepsare being
taken by Government to simplify the
settlement processregarding the claims of
thekithand kin of thepeoplekilledin Rail
accidentsand claimsrelated to thereturn
of rail tickets and thefts of the parcels/
goods,

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) thetotal number of applicationsfor
such claimsreceived by the Railwaysin
each Railway Zone during thelast three
years;and

(d) thenumber of claimssettled/pending
outof thesaidclaims?

Railway projectsin Kerala

148. SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Sbepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the newsitem "L DF to seek loan wavier,
railway zone" asappeared inthe media
recently;

(b) whether necessary stepswill be
taken to create aseparaterailway zonefor
Kerda;

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof;
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor;

(e) whether there is any delay in
clearance of the Nilamber-Nanjecode
railway line and other pending railway
projectsfor Kerala; and

() if so0, the detail s of various pending
railway projectsfor Keral a, present status
thereof and action taken, if any, toavoid
thedelay?

Reservation of rail ticketsthrough
ATMs

149. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

() whether itisafactthat theRailways
proposeto extend thefacility of reserving
ticketsthroughATMs;

(b) if s0, the detail sof bankswithwhom
Government have entered into an
agreement;

(c) whether Government are also
entering into an agreement with

institutionally promoted banks such as
ICICI,HDFC, UTI, IDBI, etc.; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Frequent rail accidents

150. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of
RAILWAY Sbepleasedtostate:

(a) the detail s of some major railway
accidentswhich took placeinthe country
during the period 1.1.2004 till 30.6.2004
and thereasontherefor;

(b) the stepstaken to minimize such
accidentsinthenear future;

(c) whether it is a fact that the
continuousdisregard of thereports of the
Rakesh Mohan Committee and Justice
KhannaCommitteeisthemajor reasonfor
suchfrequent railway accidents; and

(d) if so, the stepsproposed to betaken
to implement some of the major
recommendationsof these Committees?

A/C coachesin Ranikhet Express

1151. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of RAILWAY S be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
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extendfacility of A/Cfirstclassand A/C
second class in the Ranikhet Express
running between Del hi-Kathgodaminview
of thegrowing demand of tourists;

(b) if so, by when the abovefacility
would beextended; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Train derailment in Rayagada, Orissa

152. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that therewasa
train derailment in Rayagadadistrict of
Orissaon the 9th June, 2004;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) what are the causes of this
derailment;

(d) whether itisafact that human error
wasthe cause of thisderailment; and

(e) if so, the steps proposed by the
Railwaysto avert such accidentsinfuture?

Proposal toinclude Guntakal in
South-Western Zone at Hubli

153. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA MURTHY:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to statewhether thereisany proposal to
include Guntakal in South-Western Zone
at Hubli instead of South Central Zoneat
Secunderabad?

Extending the Naihati-Budge Budge
Railway line

154. SHRI PRASANTA CHATTER-
JEE: Will the Minister of RAILWAY Sbhe
pleased to state:

(a) whether any proposal ispending
with Government to extend the existing
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Naihati-Budget Budge Railway line,
Sealdah Division, up to Baudel under the
Eastern Railway jurisdiction; and

(b) if so, the latest position of the
proposal?

GodhraRail Firelncident

1155. PROF. RAM DEOBHANDARY:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) the number of persons killed in
GodhraRail Fireaccident together withthe
names and addresses of the passengers
killed;

(b) whether accordingtoforensicreport,
fire had taken place frominside the Rail
coach;

(c) if so, whether Government would
come out with truth of Godhraincident
before the country by constituting an
enquiry onthebasisof thisreport; and

(d) if so, thedetailsthereof; andif not,
the reasonstherefor?

Repair of Railway Bridges

156. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will theMinister of RAILWAY Shepleased
to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that arailway bridge, crackedin
Bihar, wasrunningontemporary support
of wooden plates;

(b)if so, thereasonfor notrepairingthe
bridgeonapermanentbasis;

(c) how many such bridgesare catering
the railway tracks in the country thus
endangeringthelivesof passengers; and

(d) the stepstakento repair them and
precautionstakenfor passengers' saf ety
frombridgesthat haveoutlivedtheir lives?
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Setting up of a National Steel
Regulatory Commission

157. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY:: Will the Minister of
STEEL be pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Government
propose to set up a National Steel
Regulatory Commission to protect the
interest of consumers;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) the objectives of setting up of said
Commission;

(d) what would bethe strength of the
membersinthesaid Commission; and

(e) what arethe other steps proposed
toregulatepricesof ironandsteel products?

VSP plan to acquire stakein
Australian coal mines

158. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of STEEL bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Vizag Steel
Plant is negotiating with some coal
companiesof Australiato pick up 40 per
cent stakeintheir mines;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) theexpected cost of theinitiativeto
the company;

New DEeLHI;
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(d) thetotal metallurgical coal required
for Vizag Steel Plant during thelast five
years, year-wise; and

(e) the amount of metallurgical coal
imported by Vizag Steel Plant during the
last fiveyears; year-wise?

Hikein cost of steel production

1159. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will theMinister of STEEL bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that it hasbeen
assessed that asaresult of recent hikein
the price of coal the cost of steel-
productionislikely tobeincreased;

(b) if so, the likely per tonne hike
expected; and

(c) the percentage of steel producing
unitsdependent onthe supply of coal by
Coal IndiaLtd.?

Steel productsfor rural areas

160. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:

Will theMinister of STEEL bepleasedto
statetheactiontakento ensurethat steel
productsreach consumersin adequate
quantities in all remote rural areas at
affordableprices?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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