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RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Wednesday, the July 14, 2004/Asadha 23, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Coal and Mines; Defence; Home Affairs, Non-Conventional
Energy Sources; Power; Rural Development; Textiles;
Youth Affairsand Sports)

Total number of questions—98

Effect of risein coal prices

302. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY':
Will theMinister of COAL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the steep
riseincoal priceshasitscascading effectin
prices of steel and power sector inthe
country;

(b) if so, whether it isafact that the
beneficiary common man is severely
affected by therisein pricesof primegrade
coal;and

(c) whether Government havereceived
representation from the steel and power
industry toreconsider thedecision?

Recommendations of World Bank
regar ding extraction of coal, oil and
gas

303.SHRI MANOJBHATTACHARYA:
Will theMinister of COAL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Extractive Industry
Review of theWorld Bank hasmadesome
recommendationswith regard to extraction
of coal,oil andgas;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c) thepositionof Government thereto?

Copper reservesin Uttaranchal

1304. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of COAL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) thelocationsof copper reservesin
Uttaranchal and the quantum thereof;

(b) whether any schemefor commercial
exploitation of thesaid copper reserveshas
been formul ated by Government; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Setting up of non-coking coal
washeriesby C.I.L.

305. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of COAL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(8) whether the Codl IndiaL td. hastaken
any steps to set up non-coking coal
washerieswithinthejurisdiction of each
subsidiary coal company of Cod IndiaLtd.,
inview of increasing likely demand of non-
coking coal because of Government'splan
toincrease power generating capacity in
thenext decade;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether privateinvestorsare also
likely to be attracted to set up washeries;
and
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(d) thetermsand conditionslaid down
for theagreement to besignedinthisregard?

Coal mineworkers

1306. SHRI ISAM SINGH: Will the
Minister of COAL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) thetotal number of workersworking
incoal minesat present;

(b) whether Government proposeto
totally exploit mining of coal mines; and

(c) if so, the number of extraworkers
requiredinthisregard?

Revival plan of ECL

307. SHRI DIPANKAR
MUKHERJEE: Will the Minister of COAL
AND MINESbepleased to state:

(a) thestatusof revival plan of Eastern
Coal FieldsLtd. (ECL); and

(b) the outlines of the revival plan
including financial involvement, funding
pattern, time scheduleto implement the
revival scheme?

Pollution survey by WCL in
Chandrapur, Maharashtra

1308. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of COAL AND MINESbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Western CoalfieldsL td. had
conducted any survey with regard to
pollution in Chandrapur district of
Maharashtra;

(b) if so, the detailsthereof together
with the number of members in the
concerned survey team,;
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(c) whether the said team has submitted
areport;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) the stepstaken by Governmentin
thisregard?

Coal minesin the country

309. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLALI:
Will theMinister of COAL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) the State-wisedetailsregarding the
number of minesinthecountry;

(b) the State-wisedetail sregarding the
number of minesclosed/abandonedduring
thelast threeyears;

(c) thetotal number of workerswho
lost their jobsduetothecl osure/abandon-
ment of minesduring the above period;

(d) whether Government have any

revival packageto modernisetheminesin
the country;

(e) if so, thedetail sthereof ; and
(f) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Import of Coal

1310. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will the Minister of COAL
AND MINESbepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the demand
of coal indifferent industriesin the country
isbeing met through imports;

(b) if so, the names of industriesand
the average quantum of coal imported
annually;and

(c) the reasons for which these
industriesareforced to depend onimports?
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SU-30 MK aircraft

1311. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have procured Sukhoi-30 MK planesfrom
Russiarecently;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) thetotal number of fighter aircrafts
in operation in the country at present?

Purchase of AK 47 Assault Rifles

312. SHRI AMAR SINGH: Will the
Minister of HOME AFFAIRS bepleased
to state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
haverecently purchased A.K. 47 Assault
riflesfromaBulgarian firm by overlooking
the tender offer which was 25 per cent

cheaper;

(b) if so, what arethe detail sthereof;

(c) what are the specific reasonsfor
ignoringthecheapest offer?

Joint patrolling in the high seaswith
foreign countries

313. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
DEFENCE be pleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
hasproposed joint patrolling of high seas
with Singapore, Australia, Thailand and
Philippines to check piracy, narco
trafficking, smugglingetc.;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) how Indiastandsto gain by this
move?
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Procurement of light weight sturdy
helmetsfor Indian Army

314. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
DEFENCE be pleasedto state:

(&) whether the Indian Army propose
toprocurelight weight and sturdier helmets
foritsJawansto reducethe casualtiesin
counter-insurgency operationsin Kashmir
and North-East; and

(b) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Decreasein the number of persons
joining defence forces

315. SHRI SHAHID SIDDIQUI: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it isafact that less and
lesser number of people are applying to
jointhedefenceforces,

(b) if so, what is the percentage of
decreasein applicationsinthelast five
years;and

(c) whether Government have made
special drivestorecruit peoplefrom areas
andfromamongst groupsand communities
where people have not traditionally been
joiningtheArmy for variousreasons?

Defence Cooper ation agreement

between Indiaand Tajikistan

316. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of DEFENCEbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Indiaand Tajikistan have
signed an agreement for Defence Co-
operationinthefield of Defencetraining,
etc.;and

(b) if so, thedetail sof theagreement?
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Development of 'Lahat’ by Defence
scientists

317. SHRI EKANATHK. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
defence scientists have achieved a
breakthrough by developing aBeyond
Visua Range(BVR) missile'Lahat' for our
main battletank 'Arjun’;

(b) if so, thespecial featuresof 'Lahat’;

(c) how it would enhancethe fighting
capability of theMBT Arjun?

Acquiring nuclear powered
submarinesfor Indian Navy

318. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
DEFENCE be pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
Navy hasrequested the Government to
acquire nuclear powered submarines
capableof empl oying nuclear weapons; and

(b) if so, the detailsand the reaction of
the Government thereto?

Conduct of exer cises by Singapore Air
Forceover Indian air space

319. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Singapore
Air Force hasbeen allowed to conduct
exercisesover thelndianair spaceandtheir
army has also been given permission to
carry out training exerciseson Indian soil;
and
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(b) if so, the details of the agreement
concludedwith Singaporeandthereasons
foralowingaforeigncountry touselndian
air space and land for their military
exercises?

MIG aircraftswith |AF

1320. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) thenumber of MIG aircraftsinthe
fleet of Indian Air Force; how old thisfleet
is;

(b) whether accidentsin MIG aircrafts
have becomeacommon feature; if so, the
reasonstherefor;

(c) whether theMinistry of Defenceis
planningto procureaircraftswith better
technol ogy after removing M1G aircrafts
fromitsfleet; if so, by when; and

(d) the number of pilotsand common
people killed in aircraft accidents

togetherwiththelossessuffered by the Air
Forceduetotheseaccidents?

Project to manufacture Arjun Tank

1321. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the project to manufacture
ArjunTank hasnot beenableto achieveits
proposed target;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Combat V ehicle Research
and Development Institute, Avadi has
manufacturedonly four Arjun Tanksinstead
of 125; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?
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New ensigns, flags and pendants for
the Indian Navy

322. SHRI EKANATH K.
THAKUR:
SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAOQ:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thelndian
Navy propose to adorn its ships,
submarines and establishmentswith new
ensigns, flagsand pendants; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
reasonstherefor?

Sugar Millslying closed

1323. SHRI ABU ASIM AZM1I: Will
the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(a) whether sugar millsat Gauri Bazar,
Padrauna and K athkuiyan under Kanpur
Sugar WorksL td. and Ganesh Sugar Mill at
Anand Nagar arelying closed for thelast
manyyears;

(b) if so, theinitiatives being taken by
theMinistry regarding paymentsof salaries
to employeesworkingin thesaid millsand
paymentsof outstanding sugarcaneprices
tofarmers;

(c) whether Government areconsidering
any schemeof runningthesemillsafter their
renovation; and

(d) if not, initiatives being taken by
Governmenttosell outthesemillstoprivate
parties?

Securing release of Indian PoW's

324. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that anumber of
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army personnel taken Prisonersof War and
lodgedin Pakistani jailsfollowingtheKargil
war, weredeclared deserters,

(b) if so, thedetail sof such caseswhich
have cometolight, and what steps have
sincebeentakento securetheir custody
from Pak authoritiesand to compensate
andrehabilitatethem andtheir families; and

(c) whether in some casesirreparable
damage culminatingin death of mother and
desertion and remarriage by wife was
causedtothe PoOWs?

Compassionate appointment

1325. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) the number of applications for
appointment on compassionategroundin
various departments of Ministry of
Defencereceived by Government during
lastthreeyearstill date;

(b) the number of personswho have
been given appointments each year out of
the applications so received and the
number of personswhose applications
have been rejected alongwith the number
of pendingcases; and

(c) thereasonsfor rejected and pending
cases?

Fabrication of aluminium caskets by
DRDO

326. SHRI DIPANKARMUKHERJEE:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) had
expresseditsability toindigenously design
and fabricate Aluminium casketswhich
wereimported from USA at avery high
cost as reported by Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG);

tOriginal noticeof thequestionreceivedinHindi.

SERVERI1\1024RS QL WRITTEN 14 JULY RAW TEXT\1024RS 76



(b) if so, whether the Aluminium
Association of India had approached
Master General of Ordnance Branch,
Equipment Management Directorate,
offering assistance for indigenous
production of caskets;

(c) whether feasibility for
manufacturing such casketsindigenously
has already been ascertained by selected
Army BaseWorkshops(ABWSs); and

(d) if so, approximate cost per casket
estimated by the ABWs?

Adequate police personnel for safety
of vulnerable sections of society

327. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARYA: Will the Minister of HOME
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether Government'sattention has
been drawntothe news-item appearingin
the mediarecently wherein it has been
statedthat excessivecentralizationof police
man-power togivesecurity coveragetothe
VIPsand VVIPsisoneimportant factor
contributing to theinadequate posting of
policepersonnel tolook after thesecurities
of elderly people, senior citizensand ladies
etc.;and

(b) if so, what steps are proposed to
make adequate police personnel available
for thesevulnerabl e sectionsof society?

Controversy over police encounter

328. SHRIV.NARAYANASAMY:
SHRIABUASIM AZMI:
SHRI SHAHID SIDDIQUI:
SHRI A.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:

Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that 19 year old
Ishrat whowaskilledinapoliceencounter
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inGujarat, allegingterrorist links, created
controversy inMaharashtra;

(b) whether Government of Indiaare
aware that Human Rights Commission
ordered enquiry intotheincident; and

(c) whether Government of Indiaare
ordering CBI enquiry about theshootout?

Attack on BSF convoy

329. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that theterrorists
attacked aBSF convoy on Jammu Srinagar
highway on 23rd May, 2004 killing and
injuring many persons,

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether responsibility hasbeenfixed
for negligenceof our own patrolling;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) the steps being taken to take
disciplinary action against the negligent
personnel/parties, whoseresponsibility
wasto keep theroad freefrom explosives
beinglaid, and to nab the culprit and to
ensurethat such incidentsdo not recur?

Safety of Senior Citizensin Delhi

330. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
senior citizenslivingin Delhi facegrave
problemin respect of their security; and

(b) whether Government arealso aware
that the Delhi Police do not keep track of
thevulnerablecitizens?
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Terroristsactivitiesin J and K

1t331. SHRI RAVI
PRASAD:
SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOQT:

SHRI DATTA MEGHE:

Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that theviolent
activitiesof terroristshaveincreasedinthe
State of Jammu and Kashmir inthe current
year 2004 in comparisontothe previous
years;

(b) if not, the number of violent
incidentsthat took placeintheyear 2002,
2003 and last months of theyear 2004;

(c) thenumber of terroristskilled and
injured along with the number of army
personnelsand civilianskilled andinjured
insuchincidents; and

(d) themeasurestaken by Government
toprevent suchterrorist activities?

SHANKAR

Deportation of illegal Bangladeshi
migrants

332. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of HOME AFFAIRSbe pleased
to state:

(a) whether anActionPlanwasprepared
whichvisualized deportation of at least 100
illegal Bangladeshi migrants per day;

(b) if so, thedetailsinregardthereto;

(c) the State-wise details of thelikely
number of illegal Bangladeshi migrantsin
the country;

(d) how many suchillegal Bangladeshi
migrantshavebeen deported during last
threeyears, year-wise; and

(e) the efforts made to identify and
deport 100illegal Bangladeshi migrantsper
day, asvisualizedintheActionPlaninthis
regard?
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M eeting of National Women
Organisationswith Home Minister

333. SHRIMATI VANGA
GEETHA:
SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAOQ:

Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether adelegation of National
Women's Organisations met him recently;

(b) if so, their contentions; and

(c) theactiontakeninthisregard?

Assistance under NCCF for Andhra
Pradesh

334. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government of Andhra
Pradesh hasrequested for early rel ease of
cashassistanceandricefromtheNational
Calamity Contingency Fund for the
December, 2003 cyclone; and

(b) if so, theactiontakeninthisregard?

Failureto nab rapist of Swiss
diplomat

335 SHRI RAIKUMAR DHOOT: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that policeand
intelligenceagencieshavefailedtoarrest
culpritsresponsiblefor abduction of 36
year old Swiss Diplomat from Siri Fort
parking lot and raping her on 14/10/03;

(b) if s0, thedetailsof effortsmadeand
the reasons for the failure to nab the
culprits;

(c) the details of unsolved cases
registered with Delhi Policeduringthelast
threeyears; and
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(d) thecasesdeclared closed and the
reasonstherefor?

M easur es to tackle noise pollution
offendersin Delhi

336. SHRIMATI
CARIAPPA:
SHRIMOTILAL VORA:

Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have purchased equi pment to measurenoise
pollution levelsinthe NCT of Delhi;

(b) whether itisalso afact that hi-tech
copshavebeentrainedtocrack downon
noise pollution offenderswho viol atethe
prescribed limitsor play musictooloudly
after fixed timings; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof, and how
many offendershavebeen challanedduring
thelast three months?

PREMA

Fencing at Indo-Bangladesh border

337. SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA:
SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKARREDDY:

Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether barbed wirefencea ongthe
Indo-Bangladesh border has been
completed;

(b) the target for completion of the
fence; and

(c) thereasonsfor not completing by
2003 asscheduled earlier?

Talkson J and K

1338. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRSbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
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havetaken adecisionto holdtalkson the
present situation of Jammu and Kashmir
State with Pakistan, separatist terrorist
organisations as well as the elected
representativesof the Jammu and Kashmir
State;

(b) if so, whether Government have
identified peoplebelongingto different

categoriesfor talksand haveinvited them
for the same;

(c) if so, the detail s of the persons so
identified;and

(d) thenames of the groupswith whom
talksarelikely to be held alongwith the
datesonwhich talkswill beheld?

Abrogation of POTA

339. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether inthelight of reportsabout
misuse of POTA by different State
Governments, Government haveexamined
thedesirability of abrogatingthisAct;

(b) if so, what decision hassince been
takeninthematter; and

(c)what lineof actioninthisregard has
been incorporated in the Common
Minimum Programme?

Responsibility of internal security to
CRPF

1340. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether theprocessof handingover
the responsibility of completeinternal
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security of the country to Central Reserve
PoliceForcehasbeen postponedin some
of the Statesfor now;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) the phase-wise progress of this
schemesofar, State-wise; and

(d) thedetail sof thewhol eprocessand
by whenitislikely to becompleted?

Initiative to solve Ayodhya dispute

1341. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any initiativehasbeentaken
by Government to solve the Ayodhya
dispute in Uttar Pradesh and if so, the
detail sthereof;

(b) whether Government propose to
organisearoundtableconferenceof Hindus,
Muslims, State Government, juristsand
religiousleadersandif so, by whenthesaid
conferencewill beorganised; and

(c) whether Government of Indiaare
taking any initiativefor disposal of all the
cases related to the Ayodhya dispute
pendingbeforethedifferent courtsspecialy
beforethe SupremeCourt of Indig, for long?

Border crimes

342. SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: Will
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(@) the State-wise number of incidents
termed as border crimes in the years
2002-03 and 2003-04;

(b) the number of casualtiesin such
incidents; and
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(c) the steps taken by Central
Government to prevent such crimes?

Infiltration at Sabzian sector of
Poonch

1343. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the fact that the barbed wire fencing at
Sabzian sector of Poonchto stopinfiltration
atthelineof control wasrecently cut off
by terroristswhoinfiltrated intothendian
territory;

(b) if s, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any action to stop such
incidentshasbeentaken by Government;
and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Bearing cost for deployment of
paramilitary forces

344. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY:: Will the Minister of
HOME AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government had proposed
to bear the cost for deployment of
paramilitary forcestotacklenaxals; and

(b) if so, theprogress/follow up action
takeninthe matter?

Risein incidents of rapes

1345. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisasteepriseinthe
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incidents of rapesand molestationinthe
country;

(b) the number of incidents of rapes
and mol estationregistered during2004in
comparisontotheyear 2003;

(c) whether any comprehensive plan
hasbeen formul ated by the Government to
check therising incidents of rapesand
molestation; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Safety of senior citizensin Delhi

346. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of HOME AFFAIRSbe pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Union Government have
takennoteof thedeterioratinglaw and order
situationin Delhi, particularly frequent
killing of senior citizens;

(b) if so, the number of senior citizens
killedin variouspartsof the capital during
last threeyears, each year;

(c) thenumber of casessolved sofar

andtheparticul arsof personsapprehended;
and

(d) themeasurestaken by Government
toensuresafety of lifeand property of the
people?

Conditions of Indian workersin Iraq

347. SHRIMATIVANGA GEETHA:
SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKARREDDY:

Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thereported conditionsof Indiansworking
for contractorsinlirag; and

(b) if so, thefollow up actiontakento
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ensure that Indian workers are not ill
treated?

Agreement with Israel to fight
terrorism globally

348. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:
Will theMinister of HOME AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Indiaand I sragl haveagreed
toresolvetofight terror globally;

(b) if so, whether both countrieshave
agreedto provide help and assistancein
fightingterrorinindia;

(c) if so, what arethe new training and
military equipments provided by Israel to
Indiato meet theterrorism;

(d) towhat extent | srael hasbeen able
toprovidelIndiaall assistance; and

(e) towhat extent it hasbeen successful
incontrolling terrorist activitiesin India?

Approval to non-conventional energy
projectsin Karnataka

349. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA MURTHY :
Will the Minister of NON-
CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES
be pleased to state:

(a) the number of projectsrelating to
generation of non-conventional energy in
Karnatakaapproved;

(b) how many of them havetaken of f
sofar;

(c) thedetail sof energy being produced
fromtheseunits; and

(d) whether thereisany proposal to
cancel thelicencegivento someof these
unitswho had failed to take off sofar?

81



Priority to Solar Energy

1350. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of NON-CONVENTIONAL
ENERGY SOURCESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
givepriority to solar energy incomparison
to hydel and thermal power;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof andthetotal
production of solar energy ason date;

(c) whether Government have carried
out any study for tapping more power from
other resourcesbesidesthermal, hydel and
solar energy; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Implementation of Kuteer Jyoti

Ygjana
1351. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of NON-

CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES
be pleased to state:

(a) the States where 'Kuteer Jyoti
Y ojana isgoingon; and

(b) the details of proportional
expenditureof Centreand Stateinthesaid
Y gjana?

Villages cover ed with Non-Conventional
Energy sourcesin Karnataka

352. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA MURTHY :
Will the Minister of NON-
CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES
be pleased to state:

(8) thenumber of villagesin Karnataka
coveredwith Non-Conventional Energy
sourcessofar;

(b) how many villagesareproposedto
be provided with Non-Conventional
Energy inKarnataka; and
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(c) what aretheincentivesbeing given
to promote Non-Conventional Energy
sourcesinKarnataka?

Slow pace of rural electrification

353. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India's
electricity generationisoneof theslowest
growinginfrastructure sector inthecountry
and hashad ahuge negativefallout onrural
Indig;

(b) whether itisalso afact that only 43
per cent of therural householdshaveaccess
toelectricity;

(c) if so, the present status of rural
electrification;and

(d) the steps Government proposesto
taketoimprovetheelectricity generation
inthecountry?

L osses dueto handing over Power
distribution to private sector in Delhi

1t354. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will theMinister of POWER
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that aloss of
Rs. 6000 crorehasbeen estimatedin Del hi
dueto the abolition of the erstwhile DVB
and handing over theresponsibility of
Power distribution to the Private Sector
companiesduringrecentyears,

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether at thetime of handing over
thepower distributionwork tothePrivate

Sector any normfor profitshad been fixed
for these companies; and

(d) if so, what wasthat norm and the
amount of annual profit asper that norm?
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Power projectsin the country

1355. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI: Will
theMinister of POWER bepleasedtostate:

(a) the State-wise details of power
projectsrunning inthe country; and

(b) the State-wise details of gap
between power generation by these power
projectsand consumption thereof ?

Power supply to commercially
important cities

356. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that power
disruptionsacrosshalf adozen business
citiesinthe country are so frequent that
annual losses suffered by Indialnc. are
projectedtobeRs. 22,000crore;

(b) whether accordingtotheNovember
MAIT-Emersonsurvey of 302firmsacross
eight critical industry segments, power
disruptions are a daily affair in Delhi,
Bangal ore, Chennai and Mumbai exceptin
Kolkata and has an adverse impact on
employee productivity, work in progress,
management time and customer delivery;
and

(c) if so, the steps Government
proposesto taketo provideuninterrupted
power supply tocommercially important
cities?

Commercial deficit of SEBs

1357. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) thedetail sof theeconomicreforms
initiated by GovernmentinPower sector;

(b) the details of the projected

commercial deficit of State Electricity
Boards during 2002-03 and 2003-04;

(c) whether Government havetakenany
stepstoimprovethefunctioning of State
Electricity Boardstoeliminatetheir deficit;
and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Shareof HP in hydel projects

1358. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
theMinister of POWER bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the Government of
Himachal Pradesh hasmadearequest to
the Government of Indiafor itssharein
hydel projectsconstructedinitsland by
the Governmentsof Punjab and Haryana
after the reorganisation of Himachal
Pradesh;

(b) if so, namesof such hydel projects
alongwiththe percentageof sharebeing
sought therein by Himachal Pradesh; and

(c) the efforts made by the Central
Government to ensure fair share of the
Government of Himachal Pradeshinthe
projectsfor improvingitseconomic status
and the resultsthereof?

APDRP strategy

359. SHRI S. M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) what are the details of the
Accelerated Power Development &
ReformsProgramme (APDRP) strategy of
Government;

(b) whether this strategy has not
achievedthedesiredresultsat thisstage;

(c) whether thereisany proposal to
review thisstrategy;

tOriginal noticeof thequestion receivedin Hindi.

SERVERI1\1024RS QL WRITTEN 14 JULY RAW TEXT\1024RS 83



(d) what steps Government proposeto
improvethepower situationinthecountry;
and

(e) the details of steps proposed to
review the APDRP Programme?

DhauliGanga Phase-I1 project

1360. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of POWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisany proposal for
construction of DhauliGanga Phase-11
project by NHPC; and

(b) if s0, by when the constructionwork
of thisprojectislikely to beundertaken?

Disinclination to extend financial
support by International agencies

361. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARY A: Will theMinister of POWER
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that many
International Banksandfundingagencies
haveshowndisinclinationtoextendfinancia
support to the power projects in the
country drawn up by the NHPC;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and reasons
therefor; and

(c) thestepsproposed to betakento
addresstheobjectionsand problemsrai sed
by international funding agencies?

Status of Onkareshwar Power Project

362. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARY A: Will theMinister of POWER
be pleased to state:

(a) the present status of the
Onkareshwar Power Project;

(b) whether it isafact that principal
financier to the project DeutchueBank is

84

inthe process of withdrawing from the
project; and

(c) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
stepstaken/proposed to betakeninthis

regard?
Per capita consumption of power

1363. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of POWER be pleased to state:

(a) what is the average per capita
consumption of power invarious States,

(b) whether there is any incentive
scheme for decreasing consumption of
power inthe Stateswith low per capita
consumption; and

(c) if so, thedetailsthereof ?

Average cost of production of power

364. SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA:
SHRI MOTILAL VORA:

Will the Minister of POWER be
pleased to state:

(a) what isthe per kilowatt/hour cost
of production of power by various
distributor companiesinIndia;

(b) whether the power distribution
companiesin Indiaarecharging Rs. 5 per
unitwhenthecost of producing poweris
not more than Rs. 3 per unit (Kilowatt/
hour);

(c) whether Government isawarethat
most of the power distribution companies
are charging fuel adjustment charge,
surcharge, cessand other taxesduetowhich
the consumers haveto pay very heavy
charges;

(d) if so, what steps Government
proposeto taketo reducethe power charges
invariousStatesincludingNCT, particularly
in view of difference between cost of
production and price charged for power;

(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?
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Merger of PFC and PGC

365. SHRI S. M. LALJAN BASHA:

Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government isconsidering
aproposal to merge the Power Finance
Corporation and the Power Grid
Corporation to reduce costs of
administration;

(b) if so, the details of this merger
proposal;

(c) what stepsGovernment proposeto
taketo reducethehigh cost of management
and administration at thesetwo bodies;

(d) whether any study has been
conducted to reduce the costs of
administration in the Power Grid
Corporationandthe PFC; and

(e) if so, thedetailsthereof ?

Deficit and surplus statusin
gener ation of power

366. SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: Will
theMinister of POWER bepleasedtostate:

(a) thenamesof the Statesfalling under
‘deficit' and 'surplus’ statusin respect of
generation of power;

(b) the details of newly undertaken
power-projectsinthe'deficit’ States;

(c) how many of them areinthe North-
East with the names of the projects; and

(d) by when these are likely to be
commissioned?

Rural Electrification

367. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of POWER be pleased to state;

(a) the State-wisedetailsof thenumber
of unelectrifiedvillagestobeelectrifiedin
the country;

(b) whether at present a village is
considered to be electrified evenif one

household in thevillage has accessto
power;
(c) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(d) whether Government propose to
redefinetheterm'villageel ectrification'to
provide for wider coverage of village
households;

(e) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(f) whether the Government havedrawn
any schedulefor rural electrification; and

(g) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

National Electricity Policy

368. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
POWER bepleasedto state:

(a) by when Government proposeto
announcetheNational Electricity Policy
and Rural Electricity Policy;

(b) what arethe salient features of the
proposed policy;

(c) whether Government is seriously
thinking of giving freepower tofarmersas
anorminthepolicy; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Setting up power projectsin
collaboration with foreign companies

369. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
theMinister of POWER bepleasedtostate:

(a) the State-wise details of power
projects set up or to be set up with
collaboration of foreign companiesduring
thelast threeyears; and

(b) the State-wise names/details of
foreign and Indian participantswith the
amount of total investment proposed, time
schedul eof compl etion of each such project
inthedifferent partsof the country?
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Scheme to improve power sector in
Delhi

1370. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD: Will theMinister of POWER
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the private
and public sector companiesweregiven
the responsibility of implementing
comprehensive scheme for improving
power sector inthecapital regionof Delhi;

(b) if so, theamount allocated to these
companiesfor thesaid scheme; and

(c) the actual amount spent out of the
allocated amount?

Splitting of NTPC into four regional
companies

371. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAQO: Will the Minister of POWER be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether it isafact that the Task
Force headed by Mr. N.K. Singh
recommended splitting of N.T.P.C. into 4
regional companiestobringincompetition;

(b) whether itisafact that theMinistry
has decided to circulate this
recommendation to variousconcerned
Ministries of their opinion;

(c) if so, whether the Ministry has got
any responsefrom other Ministriesinthis
regard; and

(d) what are the other major
recommendationsmadeby the Task Force?

Proper utilization of water for
electricity production in Uttaranchal

1372. SHRI ISAM SINGH: Will the
Minister of POWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether 40,000 MW electricity can

beproduced by proper utilization of water
inUttaranchal State;

(b) if so, the stepsproposed to betaken
by the Central Governmentinthisregard;
and

(c) whether Government would
formulate any action planinthisregard?

Unelectrified villagesin UP and
Maharashtra

1373. SHRI ABU ASIM AZM1: Will
theMinister of POWER bepleasedtostate:

(a) thedetailsof thevillagesin UPand
M aharashtrawhichhavenot been€electrified
sofar;

(b) what istheplan of the Government
regarding therural-electrification; and

(c) tillwhentheelectrification of all the
villagesin UPand M aharashtrawould be
completed by the Government?

Loss of electricity in Delhi

1374. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that T&D
electricity lossis maximum in Delhi as
compared to other metro-cities of the
country;

(b) if so, the electricity loss in all
metro-citiesof thecountry;

(c) whether itisafact that el ectricity
loss as aresult of theft of electricity is
highestin Delhi;

(d) if not, theactual factsinthisregard?
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Plan to improve power distribution
system in Delhi

1375. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will theMinister of POWER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that aplan with
regard to comprehensive plan for
improvement inthedistribution system
had been madewhile extending thework of
power distributionto private companies
inDehi;

(b) if so, theroad map of thesaid plan;

(c) the year-wise amount fixed for
spendingfor thesameduringrecentyears,

(d) whetheritisafact that expenditure
could not beincurred asper theplanasa
result thereof noimprovement hasbeen
made in the distribution system;

(e) if so, whether reduction in loss
during distribution wasexpected after the
implementation of said plan; and

(f) if so, the assessment with regard to
reductionindistributionlosses?

Power projectsin NER

376. SHRI MATILAL SARKAR: Will
theMinister of POWER bepleasedtostate:

(a) the names of the power projects
existing in different States of the North-
Easternregion;

(b) the generating capacity of each
power project;

(c) the names of the power projects
wheretheconstructionworksarerunning;
and

(d) the position of the works of the
thermal project to belocated at Monar
Chak of Sonamurain Tripura?
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M ega statusfor four big power
projects

377. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:
DR.T.SUBBARAMI REDDY:

Will theMinister of POWER be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Ministry hasexamined
Megastatusfor four power sector projects;

(b) if so, what arethe Statesinwhich
these four projectswill be set up and by
what timefinal decisioninthisregardis
likely to betaken;

(c) whether under M egapower projects
policy, import of capital equipment will be
free of customs duty for these projects;
and

(d) what are other concessionsthat will
beprovided after providing Megastatusto
thesebigfour power projects?

Implementation of PMGSY

378. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that habitations
of population of 500 or moreare proposed
to be connected by roadsunder Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Y ojanaby the end of
2007,

(b) if s0, thedetail sof roads compl eted
by 2003 and proposed to be undertaken
during 2004 to 2007;

(c) the steps taken to ensure that
PMGSY isimplementedintime; and

(d) how thepersonsengagedin PMGSY
areproposed to be engaged after 200772
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Raise up of cost of houses under
IndiraAwasYgjana

1379. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
raisethecost-priceof thehouseswhichis
at present twenty thousand rupeesto be
constructed for thepersonsliving below
the poverty-lineunder the IndiraAwas
Yojang

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Increasein IAY target for Bihar

1380. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
increasetheannual target of IndiraAwas
Y ojanainBihar keepinginview theincrease
in the number of personsliving below
poverty line;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Development of villages

1381. SHRI ISAM SINGH: Will the
Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) thenumber of villages inIndiawhich
areyettobedevel oped; and

(b) the action plan of the Government
tocompletethedevel opment of thevillages
alongwiththetime-limitfor thesame?

Electricity tovillagesin Assam

382. SHRI DWIJENDRA NATH
SHARMAH: Will theMinister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT bepleased to state:

(a) the number of thevillages inthe
State of Assam which have not been
suppliedelectricity till now;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) by when the electricity in these
villagesislikely tobeprovided?

Villageslinked to District HQs
through all weather roads

1383. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that therearea
total of 6,34,321 villagesinthecountry;

(b) if not, thetotal number of villagesin
the country;

(c) thenumber of thesevillages ineach
State of the country; and

(d) thenumber of villagesin each State
linked with the District Head Quarters
through all weather roads?

Habitations eligible under PMGSY in
Eastern States

384. SHRIMATI SARLA
MAHESHWARI: Will the Minister of
RURAL DEVELOPMENT bepleasedto
state:

(a) the State-wisedetailsof habitations
estimated to beeligiblefor coverage under
the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Y ojana
(PMGSY) inEastern States; and

(b) the State-wise details of funds
alocated?
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Involvement of local MPsin
implementation of Rural
Development Schemes

1385. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that theapproval
and adviceof local MPsarenot soughtin
implementation of various Centrally
sponsored Rural Devel opment Schemes;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) the steps taken to ensure the
implementation of various Centrally
sponsored Rural Development Schemes
with approval and adviceof local MPs?

Impact of Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 in the implementation of

PMGSY
1386. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of RURAL

DEVELOPMENT bepleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some
provisionsof Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 are coming in the way of the
implementation of Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Y ojana especially in Himachal
Pradesh; and

(b) if so, the steps being taken by
Government toremovethesaid obstacle?

Increasein textile quota

387. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
TEXTILES bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that theamount
of textilequotaislikely to beincreased for
thethird worldinthelight of somemore
East European countriesbeinginductedin
theE.U.;
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(b) if so, how muchIndiaisgoingtobe
benefited from theincreasein thetextile
quota;

(c) whether theMinistry isthinking of
increasing the quotafor 2004; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Stepsto make Indian textileindustry
competitive

1388. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of TEXTILESbepleasedto state:

(a) the steps being taken for making
Indiantextilesindustry competitiveasper
therequirement of international market;

(b) whether itisafact that theexport of
Indian garmentsin terms of quantity has
declined inthelast few years; and

(c)if so, thereasonsfor such decline?

Export market for yarn

389. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY:
Will theMinister of TEXTILESbepleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that spinning
mills reel under stock piles in export
markets in comparison to last year's
performance; and

(b) if so, what measures Government
aretakingtoimprovetheexport market for
yarn?

Report of Committee on I nvestment
and Growth in textileindustry

390. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Steering Committee/
Group oninvestment and growthintextile
industry haspresenteditsthirdreportto
Government;
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(b) if so, whether itisalso afact that
thegroup recommended for recasting debt
of thetextile unitsinthe country;

(c) whether the group also strongly
recommended for consititution of aDebt
Restructuring Fund; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Higher power consumption for
weaving of textiles

1391. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
Will theMinister of TEXTILESbepleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that 27 per cent
cost of productionfor weavingtextilesin
the country isthat of power consumption;

(b) if not, thefactsinthisregard,;

(c)whetheritisalsoafactthatinother
countries of theworldviz Brazil, Indonesia
andKorea, it isupto 14 per cent, 12 per
cent and 15 per cent, respectively;

(d)if not, thefactsinthisregard; and

(e) thereasonfor comparatively higher
expenditure on power consumptionin
productioncost of textile-weavinginindia?

Action on representation by Indian
Cotton Mills Federation

392. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will theMinister of TEXTILESbe
pleased to refer to reply to Unstarred
Question 1686 givenintheRajys Sabhaon
17th December, 2003 and statethe action
takenby theMinistry ontherepresentation
received from the Indian Cotton Mills
Federation?

0

Stepsfor smooth running of textile
industry

1393. SHRI ISAM SINGH: Will the
Minister of TEXTILESbepleasedto state:

(a) the number of textile industries
closedinlndia; and

(b) how Government proposeto ensure
smooth running of textileindustry?

Dismantled quota system for textiles

394. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(a) how Government proposeto bring
reforms in textile sector to grab the
dismantled quota system which will
become operational from 2005;

(b) what measures Government have
taken or proposetotaketoincreaseexports
to the level of $ 25-30 billion from the
present $ 12 billion by 2013;

(c) whether Government propose to
dereserveknitted and hosiery sectorsfrom
thesmall scal e sector asapart of this; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

National Youth Festival

395. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of YOUTH AFFAIRS
AND SPORTShbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government organizesa
National Y outh Festival every year;
(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) thecriteriafor young peoplewho
can participate in this National Y outh
Fedtivd;

(d) whether State Governments are
encouraged to hold State-level Youth
Festivals; and
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(e) if so, the details of theincentives
givento State Governmentsto hold such
State-level Y outh Festivals?

Special reward to thewinning Indian
cricket team

396. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will theMinister of YOUTH AFFAIRS
AND SPORTShbepleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Government
havedecided to give special rewardtothe
Indian cricketteam ontheir grandfeat of
winning trophies in one day and test
matches seriesin Pakistan;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof, and if not,
thereasonstherefor; and

(c) whether similar rewardswill begiven
for other games such ashockey, football,
tennis, tabletennis, volley ball etc.?

Pension schemefor Asian Games
athletes

397. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will the Minister of YOUTH AFFAIRS
AND SPORTShbepleasedto state:

(a) whether thereisany pension scheme
for athleteswho haveparticipatedin Asian
Gamesover theyears;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) thecriteriafixedfor such athletesto
qualify for the pension; and

(d) the details of such pension and
benefitspresently in operationfor athletes
who had won medals at diverse Asian
Gamesfor the country?

Construction of Olympic size
swimming pools by SAl

398. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of YOUTH AFFAIRS

New DEeLHI;
The 8th July, 2004

Asadha 17, 1926 (Saka)
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AND SPORTShbepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Sports
Authority of India has agreed to build
Olympic size and standard swimming
poolsinall States;

(b) if so, the detail sof thisdecision by
the SAI;

(c) whenwill the SAI start working on
thisschemeinvariousStates;

(d) what will bethefunding required
for such aproject; and

(e) the details of the funding pattern
availableif State Governmentswant tobuild
such swimming pools?

Stepsto check doping menace among
athletes

399. SHRI R.P. GOENKA: Will the
Minister of YOUTH AFFAIRS AND
SPORTSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that someathletes
who are preparing for the Athens
Olympics, slated for August, 2004, have
reportedly been taking performance-
enhancing drugs, code-named "white
tablets", that are banned by the
International OlympicsCommittee, andare
meticulously following adoping chart given
tothem;

(b) if s0, theresultsof any enquiry made
inthisregard; and

(c) thedetail sof stepsinitiated to check
and protect the athl etesfrom the doping
menaceand motivatethemtoupgradetheir
owngenuinetal entstokeep upthenational
honour intheinternational arena?

Y OGENDRA NARAIN,
Secretary-General.
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