RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTENANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Thursday, the December 16, 2004/Agrahayana 25, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Prime Minister; Agro and Rural Industries; Atomic Energy; Coal;
Communications and Information Technology; External Affairs; Labour and
Employment; Mines; Ocean Development; Over seas | ndian Affairs;
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions; Planning; Science and
Technology; Shipping, Road Transport and Highways, Small Scale
Industries; Space; Statistics and Programme I mplementation)

Total number of questions— 155

Donation for ARIs

1435. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM: Will
the Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have closed
thedonationforthe Agroindustries;

(b) whether the funds released by
Government are not enough to run these
industries; and

(c) if so, the details about the Agro
industriesandtherel ease of fundsinthe
year 2003-04?

PMRY in Maharashtra

1436. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government haverecently
reviewed performanceof on-going projects

under the Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Y ojanain
Maharashtra;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether hisMinistry have set any
target for generating more employment
opportunitiesin Maharashtra State under
thisscheme; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Preservation of fruitsand
vegetables

11437. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether it is afact that Bhabha
Atomic Research Centrehasdeveloped a
technique of long lasting preservation of
fruits, vegetablesand cereal s, and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof ?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Threat on National Security dueto
mining of mineral sands

1438. SHRI N. K. PREMACHAND-
RAN: Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(@) whether any project ispending with
Government to obtain permission for
mining of mineral sandsfrom the coastal
areas of Kollam or from Alappuzha
districtsof Kerala State by any private or
jointventurefirms;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government seeany threat
ontheNational Security toallow mining of
mineral sands containing rare earths by
privatecompanies; and

(d) if so, Government’s reaction
thereto?

Storage of radioactive wastes

1439. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
PRIME MINISTER bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that management
anddisposal of long-liferadioactivewastes
hasbeen atechnical and political problem
world-over;

(b) whether itisalso afact that M/s
ReliancelndustriesLtd., havereleased a
comprehensivereporttoredressthisissue;
and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof especially
thoserelating to short-termand viablelong-
term solution for waste storage?

Private participation in Atomic Energy
production

1440. SHRI K. B. KRISHNA
MURTHY: Will thePRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the amended Atomic
Energy Act waiting for the approval of the

Parliament provides for private
participationinnuclear energy production
inthecountry;

(b) whether accordingtotheamended
provision, the Department of Atomic
Energy and theNuclear Power Corporation
of IndiaLimitedwill bebound to provide
technical support to the private power
producer; and

(c) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Appointment of UDCs

1441. SHRI VIDYA SAGAR
NISHAD: Will theMinister of ATOMIC
ENERGY bepleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that examination
for thepost of UDCwereheldinthemonth
of June, 2002;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisalso afact that even
after a lapse of about three years of
examination, sel ected candi dateshavenot
beencalledtojoin;

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) by when, the selected candidates
wouldbecalledtojoin?

Setting up of desalination plant at
Chennai

1442. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the PRIME
MINISTER bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre has worked on
desalination technologies and has
experience in erecting large-scale
desalinationplants;

(b) if so, thedetail s of plantserected
by themto hel p drinking water problem;
and
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(c) whether they would participatein
the proposed desalination plantsto be set
up in Chennai that would produce 300
millionlitresof potablewater aday?

Royalties on coal

1443. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
COAL bepleasedto state:

(a) considering that theratio between
royatiesfor higherandinferior ratesincoas
as in the year 1971 has progressively
declined against theinferior varietiesto
successiverevision of royalty whether
Government propose to consider
restoration of the earlier ratio of 1971;
and

(b) if so, withinwhat time-frame and if
not, thereasonstherefor?

Black marketing of coal

1444,  SHRIMANOJ
BHATTACHARYA:
DR.ALLADIP.

RAJKUMAR:

Will theMinister of COAL bepleased
to state:

(a) whether thereisarampant black-
marketing of coal inthemarket encouraged
by a massive ring of mafia leaders in
connivance with officials of the Coal
Companiesand Government;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government have analysed
thebasic reasonsfor black-marketing on
suchagiganticscaleand if so, thedetails
thereof;and

(d) the stepsproposed to betaken in
thisregard?

Amendment of the Coal Mines
(Nationalisation) Act

1445. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY : Will theMinister of COAL
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have decided not to bring amendment to
Coal Mines(Nationalisation) Acttobring
private playersintothissector ;

(b) if so, thereasonsbehind not bringing
an amendment to the above Act as
proposed by previous Government;

(c) by when the Ministry isgoing to
rel ease mission document for coal 2030;
and

(d) thesalient featuresintheproposed
document?

L oss making unitsin
coal sector

1446. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will
the Minister of COAL be pleased to
state:

(@) whetheritisafactthathisMinistry
has proposed a Rs.6000 crore
rehabilitation fund for Eastern Coalfields,
Bharat cooking Coal and Central Coalfidds;

(b) if so, the time-frame for
rehabilitation of these unitsand whether
rehabilitation would also result in
upgrading theproductionand productivity
of thelabour; and

(c) whether there are any other loss
making unitsinthecoal sectorsandwhat
isthe perspective plan of Government
withregardtosuch units?
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Use of surface mining machines by
SECL

11447. SHRI RAMADHAR
KASHYAP: Will theMinister of COAL
be pleased to state:

(a) thenamesof locations inthecountry
where surface mining machinesareused
for coa mining;

(b) thecost of mining by the surface
mining machines alongwith the cost on
manual mining of thecoal;

(c) whether thereisany planto use
surfacemining by SECL;

(d) the reasons for cancellation of
tendersinvited for thispurpose by SECL
few yearsago ; and

(e) the detail sthereof ?

Installation of coal mines safety
devices

1448. SHRI S.M. LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of COAL bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether it is afact that various
experts have made recommendationsto
fulfil andinstal numerouscoal minesafety
devicesand practicesin our country;

(b) whether itisafact that none of these
recommendationshavebeenimplemented
inthecountry;

(c) whether Government are aware of
the hugelossof humanlifein periodic coa
mineaccidentsinthecountry;

(d) what steps would Government
initiatetoinstal all such safety devicesto
reduce coal mine accidents; and

(e) the specific action proposedin the
next six months by Government in this
regard?

L osses due to non increase of royalty
on coal

11449. SHRI PYARELAL
KHANDELWAL: Will the Minister of
COAL bepleased to state:

(8) whether Government areconsidering
toincreaseroyalty on coal;

(b) whether itisafact that despitethe
increaseinpricesof coa, Statesaresuffering
heavy lossesdueto nonincreasein royalty
tothe States;

(c) whether Government havereceived
any proposal to increase royalty from
MadhyaPradesh Government;

(d) if so, thedetail s of the stepstaken
by Government; and

(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Theft of coal from SECL

11450. SHRI RAMADHAR
KASHY AP: Will theMinister of COAL
be pleased to state:

(a) whether pilferageworth crores of
rupeesof coal inthe nameof rejected coal
isgoingonin SECL;

(b) whether thiswoul dbebrought under
the CBI investigation;

(c)if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Database and information
networking schemein Madhya
Pradesh

11451.SHRI LAXMINARAYAN
SHARMA : Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Government

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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of Madhya Pradesh have demanded an
amount of Rs. 55.84 |akhsas Central share
for implementation of Centrally Sponsored
Schemeregarding strengthening of database
andinformation networking programmein
MadhyaPradesh; and

(b) if so, by when proposed amountis
likely to besanctioned and rel eased?

Tax exemption and duty relaxation
on raw material

1452. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY::
Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have set a
target of atleast 200 million telephonesby
2007,

(b) if so, whether Government would
require equipment worth Rs. 1,00,000
crores;

(c) if so, whether his Ministry has
already approached FinanceMinistry on
the termstheindigenous manufacturing
sector arefacing astheindustry hasbeen
demanding tax exemption and duty
relaxation onraw materialsand components,
and

(d) if so, to what extent the Finance
Minister has agreed and by when
Government arelikely to start taking action
for improving telephones as suggested by
the Ministry to achieveit by 2007?

Demand of postal employees

1453. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the All IndiaPostal Extra
Department EmployeesUnion hasdecided
togoonanindefinitestrikeinsupport of

its demand for merger of 50 per cent
DearnessAllowancewith pay, grant of
tradeunionfacilitiesand pension;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) theaction taken by Government to
look intotheir demands?

Conversion of vacant looking
post officesinto shopping
areas

1454. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) the action taken to modernize the
Indian Post Officesto combat the hi-tech
invasion;

(b) whether Government proposedto

transform thevacant looking post offices
intoshoppingareas; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Downfall of BPO Sector

1455. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM:
Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government havenoticed
the future downfall of the BPO Sector;

(b) whether the U.S. stands about the
outsourcingissuehasany impact uponthe
Indian|T Sector;

(c) whether thelndia'smost employed
youthinIT Sector would havetolosetheir
jobinfuture; and

(d) Government’ sstand inthe matter?
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Retired Telecom Officersworking
with Reliance I nfocom

1456. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA
MURTHY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether inthewake of discovery of
the gray international call racket,
Government haveset upaVigilance Squad
tomonitor international callsround-the-
dock;

(b) whether the Vigilance Squad has
focused onthesuspectedinvolvement of

former telecom officersnow workingwith
the Reliance Infocom;

(c) whether the suspected official s of
Telecom Department had secured
Government's permission, after retirement
tojoin Reliancelnfocom; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Demand of private telecom

operators
1457. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD:
Will the Minister of

COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the AccessDeficit Charge
regime, supposed to provide support for
rural telecomisfraught with regulatory,
legal and procedural short-comings;

(b) whether theUniversal ServiceFund,
operational from 2002, is adequate to
provide support for the rural telecom
expansion;

(c) whether the private telecom
operators are opposing the ADC regime
and demanding itsabolition; and

(d) if so, Government'sviewsthereon?

Malfunctioning of exchangesin
BSNL areas

1458. SHRIB.K.HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether therehave been complaints
of malfunctioning of theexchangesin BSNL
areas whereby local calls of 3 minute
duration get snapped after 10-20 seconds
duetotechnical fault;

(b) if so, whether thelocal customer
entitled to get 3 minutetalk timefor local
callshasto makemany callsaggregating 3
minute duration and pay multiple call
chargesinstead of singlelocal call; and

(c)if so, thestepsheingtakentorectify
the systemto ensurefull utilization of call
time?

Opening of Post Officesin Gram
Panchayat villages

11459. SHRI MANGANI LAL
MANDAL: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that the total
number of GramPanchayat villageswithout
any post officeis1,15,605inthecountry
whichisabout 49.35 per cent of the Gram
Panchayat villagesinthecountry; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose
toopenand providepost officesinall such
Gram Panchayat villagesinthe country
where there are no post offices and by
when?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Benefit of |. T.torural
areas

11460. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any scheme to
formulate plan to provide benefit of
informationtechnology torural areas,

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government are aware of
thefact that because morethan 90 per cent
of population of the country is not
conversant with English so they can be
provided the benefit of information
technol ogy either inHindi or other regional
languages; and

(d) if so, keepinginview theabovefact,
what stepshavebeentaken by Government
for development, promotion and
propagation of information technology
throughHindi?

Cellular servicein
Kerala

1461. SHRI ABDUL WAHAB
PEEVEE: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Cellular servicesare
being provided throughout Indiaincluding
Kerda;

(b) if not, theplaceswherethisservice
isnot availableat present; and

(c) the steps being taken by
Government to provide satisfactory service
at par with other servicesbeing provided
by private cell operators?

Computerisation of post offices
in Uttar Pradesh

11462. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleased to state:

(a) whether Government havetaken
any necessary stepsfor computerisation
of post offices in the cities of Uttar
Pradesh;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) the number of post offices
computerised in the State during the
financial year 2004-05;

(d) thenumber of computerised and non-
computerised post officesinthe State at
present; and

(e) theamount proposed to be spent
by Government on the modernization of
post officesinthe State?

IT infrastructurein
thevillages

1463. SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any
proposal to connect villageswiththel T
infrastructure;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and
(c) if not, thereasonstherefor and how

would Ministry help villagesto use and
enjoy thefruitsof I T boom?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Servicetax on telephone

1464. SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWAL: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that servicetaxis
levied ontelephonerentalsalsoby MTNL
andBSNL;

(b) if so, thebasisonwhichthesameis
donewhenrent isalso charged on the
instrument;

(c) whether Government havereceived
any representationsin thematter opposing
such alevy;

(d) if so, the action taken or proposed
tobetakenthereon; and

(e) since when the service tax on
telephoneisbeinglevied?

Vidya Vahini Project

11465. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAL:
Will the Minister of COMMUNI -
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) the number of Government aided
Senior Secondary Schoolswhere'Vidya
Vahini' project is being carried out to
connect through internet;

(b) thedetail sthereof, State-wise;

(c) if not, thereasons for not starting
thisproject; and

(d) by when this project would be
started?

Recruitment rules of TRAI

1466. SHRI M.A.M.RAMASWAMY :
Will the Minister of COMMUNI -
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of Indiahas framed its own
RecruitmentRules;

(b) if so, therulesframed withregard to
the post of Assistant;

(c) whether it is a fact that some
Assistantshavebeenrecruited directly by
the TRAI from open market whose
appointmentsweresummarily rejected by
theerstwhile TRAI higher authorities;

(d) if so, thereasonsfor overruling the
decision of the old authority;

(e) whether itisafact that all 08 (eight)
Assistantsrecruited directly fromtheopen
market arethekins of serving employees
of theTRAI; and

(f) if so, the detail s of theseemployees?

Interest on deposit in
post office

11467. SHRI BHAGWATI SINGH:
Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(d) whether itisafactthat nointerestis
givenontheamount exceeding prescribed
limit depositedinthesavingsaccount of a
Post Officewhereasthereisnolimitonthe
maximum amount for depositinginsavings
account of banks;

(b) if s0, thecomparativedetail sthereof;

(c) whether Government havetakenany
measures/given suggestionstoremovesuch
anomdlies,

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) whether Government havereceived
any complaintsinthisregard; if so, the
actiontaken thereon?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Opening of Post Officesin Pitampura
and Vikaspuri

1468. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government havereceived
anumber of representationssincethelast
ten yearsto open aPost Officein West
Enclave, PitampuraandinVikaspuri to cater
to the needs of more than twenty Central
Government Housing Societiesof theareg;

(b) theactiontakeninthematter; and

(c) the action proposed to provide post
officefacilitiesto the people of theseareas
who arefacing great difficultiesto savein
R.Dsand saving accountsetc., in absence
of Post Officewithin aKilometre area?

Revenue share mechanism

1469. SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any
assessment regarding the possibl ereasons
for defaultin payment at prescribed rates;

(b) whether the differencesin ADC for
National and International call isthemajor
reasonsfor this; and

(c) if so, after having settled past issues,
whether TRAI and Government would be
opting for arevenue share mechanismto
eliminatepossibility of underinvoicingand
under payment?

Distribution of Telephone Directory

1470. SHRI JANESHWAR MISHRA:
Will the Minister of COMMUNI -
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it isafact that the Jharkhand
Telephone Directory has not been
distributedin Bokarosince2003;

(b) if not, thereasonsfor thedelay and
by when theseareexpected to bedistributed
tothesubscribersat theearliest;

(c) whenwasthe Jharkhand Telephone
Directory last distributedin Bokaro; and

(d) whether it has been examined to
include the telephone number of other
telecom service providersinthisdirectory
and whether TRAI would make it
mandatory for these serviceprovidersto
includetheir number asthepublicisputto
immensedifficultieswith thelistings?

Telephone connection to
Gram Sabha

1471. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(@) thenumber of such Gram Sabhasin
the country where telephones are
functioning and the number of such Gram
Sabhas which have applied for the
telephones, State-wise;

(b) whether any target has been fixed
by the Department to connect all Gram
Panchayat of the country with telephone;
and

(c) if so, thedetailsthereof ?

Competition between BSNL and
private mobile operators

1472. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY::
Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that morethan 50
lakh BSNL and MTNL landline phones
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havebeen surrendered and disconnected by
thepeopleinindiaduring 2002-03inview
of thegrowing demand for mobilephones;

(b) whether itisafact that thereisa
tough competition between BSNL and
private mobile operatorsin the mobile
phonesector; and

(c) if so, what strategy Government are
working out to increase the volume of
mobilephonesubscribersinBSNL tooffset
thelossesincurred by them by the surrender
of landlines?

Recurring Deposit Schemein post
offices through agents

1473. SHRI MURLI DEORA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether recurring deposit schemes
arebeingimplementedinthepost offices
through appointed agents;

(b) if so, the amount paid to agents
annually, State-wise;

(c) whether post officesgain, if, the
depositsare accepted directly by the post
officesfromthe depositorsandif so, the
reasonsfor not adopting thisprocedure
whichwasprevalent earlier; and

(d) whether passbookiskept by agents
andif so, the stepstakento ensurethat
poor and illiterate people are not cheated?

Microwave link between India and
Myanmar

1474. DR. AKHILESH DAS: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a new direct
Telecommunication (microwave) link

between Indiaand Myanmar has been
inaugurated; and

(b)if so, by whenthedirectlinkislikely
to beestablished, and its estimated cost
and the other detailsthereon?

Internet facilitiesin the villages

11475. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAL:
Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) thenumber of villagesinthecountry
having been provided with thefacility of
internet and the detail sthereof; and

(b) by when the uplinking of all the
villagesof thecountry withinternetislikely
to be compl eted?

Speed post servicein District
Headquarters

11476. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) thenamesof district headquartersin
various Statesof the country wherespeed
post serviceisnot available;

(b) by when all such District
Headquartersof these Statesarelikely to
bebrought under thisnetwork; and

(c) the effective steps being taken by
Government inthisregard?

Expansion of telephone and mobile
servicesin Bihar

t1477. SHRI MANGANI LAL
MANDAL: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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(a) whether itisafact that Government
have formulated any action plan for
expansionof telephoneand mobileservice
innext threeyears' timeperiodin Bihar;
and

(b) if so, the nature of the said action
planandyear-wisetarget thereof alongwith
the method to be adopted to achievethe
target?

Incentivesto the subscribers

1478. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether MTNL hasstarted giving
incentive points to its telephone
subscribers;

(b) if so, since when and the rules/
guidelineslaiddownforthepurpose;

(c) whether therelevant rulesetc., have
beenintimated to the subscribers; and

(d) if not, by when they are proposed
tobecommunicatedtothesubscribersand
inwhat manner?

Telecom Policy

1479. SHRI RAJU PARMAR: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areconsidering
torevampthe Telecom Policy;

(b) if so, the compl ete detail s thereof;
and

(c) whether the private sector and the
other institutionswoul d beconsulted before
theformation of Telecom Policy and if so,
the detailsthereof ?

Foreign investment in telecom
sector

1480. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
are considering to invite foreign
entrepreneurstoinvestinthefast growing
telecomsectorinindia;

(b) if so, the expected amount of
investment fromforeignentrepreneurs; and

(c) towhat extent thetelecom sectoris
expected to bebenefited?

FDI in telecom sector

1481. DR. AKHILESH DAS: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whetherinordertoachieveatelecom
network coverage of 70 per cent agai nst
the current 20 per cent, Government
propose to raise the Foreign Direct
Investment in Telecom Sector to 74 per
cent from 49 per cent;

(b) if so, thevariousaspectstakeninto
considerationinthisregard; and whether
thisinvolved any security angle; if so, the
views expressed by the security and
intelligenceoutfitsinthisregard; and

(c) the decision since taken in this
matter?

Microwavelink with Sri Lanka

1482. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether any MicrowaveLink has
been established recently with Sri Lanka;
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(b) if so, thedetail sand advantages of
thislink; and

(c) whether any similar link hasbeen
established or is planned with other
neighbouring countriesal so?

M oder nisation of post offices

1483. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA
MURTHY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of post offices
modernised in Karnataka during 2003-04
and 2004-05;

(b) whether itisafact that some of the
Head Post Offices in Bangalore are
functioning all seven daysin aweek; and

(c)if so, whether it woul d beextended
to other Head Post Officesin other districts
of Karnataka?

Misutilisation of mobile phones

1484. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
about themisutilisation of mobile phone
by theanti-social people; and

(b) if so, what stepshavebeentakento
check theracket?

Second phase of strategic partnership
with USA

SHRI
SEELAM:

DR. T. SUBBARAMI
REDDY:

DR. AKHILESH DAS:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL

AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

1485. JESUDASU

(a) whether after a successful
completion of first phase, US Under
Secretary for Commercevisited Indiato
discussfor second phase of next stepsin
strategic partnership (NSSP) initiative;

(b) if so, the details of the stepsto
betakenin this phase of the strategic
Partnership discussed with him and the
outcomethereof; and the progress so
far made under thefirst phase of the
strategy;

(c) whether both, Prime Minister of
Indiaand U.S. President had agreed to
launch second phase of NSSP by mid
October, 2004;

(d) if so, towhat extent both phases of
agreement reached betweentwoleaders
havebeenfully implemented; and

(e) towhat extent it would bebeneficial
tolndia?

Indo-Pak Prime Ministers'
meeting

SHRIMOTILALVORA:
SHRI V. NARAYANA-
SAMY:

1486.

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafactthatintherecent
meeting of Indian Prime Minister and
Pakistan Prime Minister at Delhi, all out-
standing issuesincluding cross border
terrorismwasdiscussed;

(b) if so, what isthereaction of Pakistan
Prime Minister on increasing terrorist
activitiesin Jammu and Kashmir by the
Pakistan trained militants; and

(c) whether during thevisit, there had
been any impact of absurd statements
made by President of Pakistan day to

day?
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M odification to export licensing
policies
1487.DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY::

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

(a) whether UShasagreedtoeaseexport
controlson Indian Civilian nuclear and
spacefacilitiesafter PM'svisitto USA;

(b) if so, whether US have made
modificationtoUSexportlicensingpalicies
that will foster cooperationin commercial
space programmes and permit certain
exportsto power plants at safeguarded
nuclear facilities;

(c) if so, whether thismodification also
includeremoving I SRO headquartersfrom
so-called Entity List of Department of
Commerce; and

(d) if so, to what extent it would be
helpful for India and whether all
negotiations in this regard have fully
settled?

Pakistan President's statement
regarding Indo-Pak talks

1488. SHRI AMAR SINGH: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government'sattention has
been drawn to the recent statement of
President General Musharraf totheeffect
that the'Vibesthat are now coming do not
encourage aprocess of normalisation of
relationswith Pakistan'; and

(b) if so, Government'sreactioninthis
regard?

Participation in SAARC

1489. SHRI R.K. ANAND: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
havetaken adecision not to participatein
the forthcoming SAARC summit to be
hosted by Bangladesh; and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof ?

Inter-Univer sity debate conducted by
ICWA

1490. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA : Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian
Council of World Affairshad started annual
Inter-University Debate in memory of
Smt. IndiraGandhi, Champion of World
Peace, to provide studentsacentrefor
national integration;

(b) if so, since when the debate
commenced and continued and the number
of Universitiesthat took part during the
years 1996 to 2002 by sponsoring students
for thisconferenceannually; and

(¢) how much amount was spent by
Government for organizing thisdebate?

Renting out of surplusportion of
ICWA premises

1491. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether thelndian Council of World
Affairshad rented out surplus portion of
their building to the Government
Institutions like Institute of Defence
Studies, Children FilmsSociety, etc. and
whether prior permissionwasobtained by
thel CWA; and

(b) if so, the year in which these
Institutionswere given premiseson rent
and whether thisallotment wasinviolation
of Government Rulesand Regul ations?
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Lifting of sanctions by USA

1492. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleasedto state:

(a) whether it isafact that USA has
lifteditssanctionsagainst Indiafor export
of select equipment for civilian nuclear and
spacefacilitiesin September, 2004,

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) theIndian projects expected to be
benefited fromthelifting of UScurb?

Closing down of Visa office by
Singapore

1493. SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Singapore
Government hasdecided to closeitsVisa
officeat Kolkata; and

(b) if so, whether Government would
take up the matter with Singapore
Government to stop suchamove?

Chinese help to defuse | ndo-Pak
tension

1494. SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Chinahad helped Indiato
defuse Indo-Pak tension two yearsback as
appearedinmedia;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) what is Government's policy of
defusing thetension between Indiaand
Pakistan?

Indo-ASEAN Conference

11495. SHRI R.S. GAVAI: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) the details of matters discussed
during third Indo-ASEAN Conference;

(b) thedetailsof issuesraised by India;
and

(c) thedetailsof issuesraised for peace
and development and in what manner they
would beimplemented?

Offer of FBI'shelp to India

1496. DR.VIJAY MALLYA:
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA:
SHRI RAJKUMAR
DHOOQOT:
SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI:
SHRI TARIQ ANWAR:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that US
Ambassador has recently offered the
assistance of Federal Bureau of
Investigationtoinvestigatetheserial blasts
intheNorth Eastern States,

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any such offer hasbeen
received from any European countriesal so;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof;

(e) whether Government areawarethat
the Government of United States of
Americahavecircul ated adocument earlier
which seekstoalienatethe North Eastern
Regionfromthecountry; and

(f) whether Government havetakena
view of thisoffer of assistancekeepingin
view the security of thecountry?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



329

Extradition treaty with Thailand

1497. SHRI C. RAMACHAN-
DRAIAH: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itisafact that Indiaand
Thailand arefinalising an extradition treaty;

(b) if so, by whenitislikely tobesigned;

(c) what isthelikely achievement of
thetreaty?

Death of Indian Haj pilgrims

1498. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of Indian Haj pilgrims
wholosttheir livesin Saudi Arabiaduring
Haj pilgrimagein 2004 dueto stampede
and other causes, separately; and

(b) the nature and extent of help
provided by Government of | ndiaand Saudi
Arabiato thefamilies of those who lost
their livesduring thepilgrimage?

Indo-China Cooper ation

11499. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether any agreement to enhance
natural cooperation between Indiaand
Chinahasrecently beenenteredinorder to
preventincreasingterrorist activitiesin
Asa

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) whether any issue regarding
prevention of smuggling of narcoticsand
anarrangement regarding non-utilisation of

territory of one country to prevent
terrorism within the territories of other
country wasdiscussed; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

MoU with Myanmar to prevent
terrorism

11500. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have signed
any Memorandum of Understandingwith
Myanmar to prevent increasingincidents
of terrorists,

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Myanmar haveal sosigned
any Memorandum of Understanding
regardingenhancing cooperationinthefield
totraining of security forcesand police;
and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Questionnair e sent by
United Nations

1501. SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether any questionnaire was
received from the United Nations
Committeeon Counter-Terrorisnfollowing
the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the USA,
inquiring about themeasuresbeing pursued
in India to strengthen anti-terrorist
Measures;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) thedetail sfurnished against thesaid
guestionnaire alongwith details of the
measuresboth under implementationand
contempl ated especially in pursuanceto
the Security Council resolution No. 1373,
asfurnishedin May, 2004 and the UNSC

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Chairman by our permanent representative
inUN; and

(d) whether the Ministry of Home
Affairscoordinatedinformulation of the
said report and fully consented to its
inputs?

Indo-Russian cooper ation against
terrorism

1502. SHRIM.A.M.RAMASWAMY:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

(8) whether Indiaand Russiahaveagreed
tojoinhandsagainst terrorism;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any broad framework has
been built to counter terrorism;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof;

(e) whether both Governmentshave
agreedto shareintelligencereportsinthis
regard; and

(f) if so, the detailsinthisregard?

Discussion with Pak Prime Minister
regarding Indian PoWs

1503. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY::
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether Government discussedwith
Pak PrimeMinister onhisrecent visitto
Indiaon Indian Prisonersof War captured
by Pakistanin 1971-72 Indo-Pak war, for
theirrelease; and

(b) if so, theresponse of the Pakistan
Government?

Indian criminalshiding in Pakistan

1504. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that many persons
wanted for trial in Indiafor variouscrimes
committed in thiscountry are hidingin
Pakistan;

(b) if so, whether alist of such persons
was handed over to Foreign Minister of
Pakistan during his visit to India in
September, 2004;

(c) if so, the response of Foreign
Minister of Pakistan; and

(d) whether these personsarelikely to
beextraditedto Indiainnear future?

Indo-USjoint working group on
terrorism

1505. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether ajoint Indo-USworking
group on counter-terrorism has been
operational inIndiasince January, 2000,
and there were certain unfortunate
experienceswithUSintelligenceagencies;

(b) if so, whether thisworking groupis
still operational andwhat positivebenefits/
useful inputs we have had, which
strengthened our national security set-up;
and

(c) whether Government propose such
jointworking groupwith other countries
alsoin combating menace of terrorism?

Duties and responsibilities of Indian
Embassies

1506. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) thedutiesand responsibilities of the
Indian Embassiesand High Commissions
locatedindifferent countrieswithannual
expenditureon each;
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(b) whether itisafact that numerous
complaintshave beenreceived regarding
unhel pful attitude of the Indian Embassy/
Mission staff totheplight of thelndians
working abroad, particularly inthe Gulf
countries;and

(c) if so, what measures aretaken to
ensurethat the staff manning the Indian
Embassies/Missions abroad respond
positively and promptly to the needs of
NRIs?

Delegation from China

1507. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether del egation of Chinavisited
Indiainthe month of October, 2004;

(b) if s0, the subjectsof mutual interest
whichwerediscussed withthem;

(c) the agreementsreached during the
visit and other detailsinthisregard; and

(d) theassi stanceexpected therefrom?

M echanism to monitor the national
floor level wage

1508. SHRIA.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:

Will theMinister of LABOURAND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(8) whether thenational floor level wage
isviolated in many States;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
thenumber of suchviolationsfor thelast
threeyears, year-wiseand State-wise;

(c) whether thereisany mechanismto
monitor theimplementation of the national
floor level wage;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof, State-wise;

(e)if not, thereasonstherefor;

(f) whether thereisany proposal for
deciding anationa benchmark for minimum
wages; and

(g) if so, the detail sthereof including
theactiontakenfor thesame?

Contract labour in Delhi airport

1509. SHRI CHITTABRATA
MAJUMDAR:

SHRI DIPANKAR
MUKHERJEE:

Will theMinister of LABOURAND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether his Ministry vide its
notification No. S.O. 848(E) dated
26th July, 2004 has prohibited the
employment of contract labour in the job
of trolley retrieval by Airport Authority of
India(AAl) inDelhi airport;

(b) if so, whether the order isbeing
implemented; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor and
whether AAI had approached the High
Powered Committee established by
Government pursuant to order of the
Supreme Court dated 11th September,
1991, before obtaining stay, if any, onthe
abovenatification?

Registered trade unionsin
Sikkim

SHRI DIPANKAR
MUKHERJEE:

SHRI CHITTABRATA
MAJUMDAR:
Will theMinister of LABOURAND

EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether all statutory labour laws
including Trade Union Act of registration
are applicableinthe State of Sikkim;

1510.
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(b) if so, the number of trade unions
registeredin Sikkim; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Recruitment policy

1511.SHRI N. K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Central Government
Departments and cosy undertakings
usually informthevacanciesand recurit
the staff through the Employment
Exchangeof State Government;

(b) if so, thedetailsthereof andif not,
theusual practicefollowed by theCentral
Government Departments therefor;

(¢) whether any change has been
effected for the recruitment policy of
various Government agencies and
Departments;

(d) whether Government consider to
notify the Central Government vacancies
having contract natureto the concerned
State Government Employment Exchanges
and observe atransparent recruitment
procedure; and

(e) Government'sreactionthereto?

Interest rate on EPF

1512. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOYMENT bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that therate of
interest on EPF hasbeenratified by the
FinanceMinistry for year 2001 to 2004;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether theratified ratesof interest
are as per therecommendations of EPF
Board/Labour Ministry; and

(d) if not, the action proposed to be
taken by the Ministry inthisregard?

Setting up of new I Tls

11513. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOY MENT bepleasedto state:

(@) thenumber of proposal sreceived so
far from State Governments for the
upgradation of ITls as per the
announcement madeby HonourablePrime
Minister with regard to upgradation of 500
ITls;

(b) whether Government of Himachal
Pradesh has al so requested to upgrade
certain | TIsof the State;

(c) if so, when such request was made;
and

(d) thetarget interms of numbersfixed
for setting up of more new Industrial
TrainingInstitutesduringthecurrent Five
Year Plan?

Vacanciesin labour courts

1514. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOYMENT bepleasedto state:

() thenumber of casesunder Industrial
DisputesAct, 1947, pendingin courtsupto
level of Sessions Courtsason 30th June,
2004, State-wise;

(b) thenumber of caseswhichhavebeen
pending for (i) morethan fiveyearsbut
lessthantenyearsand (ii) for morethan
tenyears, State-wise;

(c) whether therearealargenumber of
vacanciesinlabour courtsfor which cases
havebeenlingeringonfor years; and

(d) if so, the steps proposed to fill

vacant postsin courtsand the other steps
proposed to get the cases expedited?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



