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RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTENANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Tuesday, the December 21, 2004/Agrahayana 30, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: Civil Aviation; Company Affairs; Finance; Panchayati Raj;
Petroleum and Natural gas; Tourism; Water Resour ces)

Total number of questions— 155

Petitionsagainst Air India
M anagement

1900. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether it is afact that 419 writ
petitionsare pending in several courtsin
Indiafiled by Air Indiaemployeesagainst
the Air IndiaManagement;

(b) if so, whether it conveys collapse
of administrative machinery, high-
handedness, |ack of transparency inthe
decision making processand arbitrary use
of power and authority by Air India
officials; and

(c) themeasurestaken by the Air India
Management to curb abusiveuseof power
and authority by high officials, to ensure
that empl oyee discontent and grievanceis
redressed and misuse of power with
mal afideintentionscurbed, and to ensure
employee satisfaction and improved
productivity?

Entry of privateairlinesin
inter national sector

1901. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:
SHRI A.VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
SHRIANAND SHARMA:

Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION
bepleasedtostate:

(@) whether private airlines were
allowed to expand their international
operationsto more destinationsincluding
servicesto South Asian Associationfor
Regional Co-operation (SAARC);

(b) if so, the detailsincluding private
airlinesand destinationsallowed ason
today;

(c) whether stepswill betakento allow
national carriers(Indian Airlinesand Air
India) toinduct capacity by expandingtheir
fleet renewal programmesto meet long
term capacity needsoninternational routes;

(d) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(e) whether competent authority will
postponethesanctiongiventoprivateairlines
till national carriersstrengthentheir fleet?
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Landingrightsfor foreign airlines

1902. SHRIMATI PREMA
CARIAPPA:
SHRIANAND SHARMA:
PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:

Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION
bepleasedtostate:

(a) thenumber of foreignairlineswhich
havebeengivenlandingrightsby Indiain
citiesother than International gateways;

(b) thenamesof theforeignairlinesand
theindian citiesfor which suchrightshave
been granted;

(c) whether the foreign countries
concerned havegivenreciprocal rightsto
Indian Carriers; and

(d) thedetailsfor fiveyear period from
1999-2004 country and airline-wise?

Entry of privateairlinesin
inter national sector

1903. SHRI SK. KHABIR UDDIN
AHMED:

SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI:

Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION
bepleasedto state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
have cleared the proposal of allowing
privateairlinestofly foreignskies;

(b) if so, therationale behind such a
move; and

(c) whether it will affect theincome/
businessof State Carriers?

Discounted fareson Goa-L ondon
sector

1904. SHRI RAJU PARMAR: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Government areawarethat

alarge number of privateinternational
carriersareflying to Goafrom London and
other European countries during this
Season;

(b) whether Government arealso aware
that theseprivateairlinesareoffering Goa-
London returnfareat about Rs. 16,000/-
per passenger; and

(c) if so, what steps Government
proposetotaketo matchthisfareon Air
India'sflight to London and Europe?

Commercial useof SafdarjungAirport

1905. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
CIVIL AVIATION bepleased to state:

(a) whether thereisaproposal to use
Safdarjung Airport for commercial
activities;

(b) if so, whether it would tamper with
theheritage statusof thearea;

(c) whether itisafact that inthe past
too, varioussuch plansof commercialisation
have been shelved inview of the opposition
fromvariousagencies;

(d) if so, whether Government have
exploredtodevel opthispieceof landinto
ahorticulture park or usefor ballooning
carnivals, micro light tourist flightsor as
National Air Museum; and

(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Useof old 747 aircr afts

1906. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether heisawarethat theage of
many 747 aircraftsissuch that thesecan
no more be used as per International
standards; and

(b) whether any such aircraftsarestill
inuseandif so, thereasonstherefor?
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Black marketing of concessional tickets

1907. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that theairline
companieshaveoffered attractiveeconomy
packagesfor passengerstoattracttourists;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
concessional ticketshave been purchased
by travel agents denying benefits to
legitimatepassengers; and

(c) if so, the stepstaken by Government
to check black marketing by travel agents?

Operation of airport at
Lakhimpurkhiri districtin U.P.

11908. SHRI BHAGWATI SINGH:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that an aerodrome
isinexistencefor over thelasttenyearsat
PaliaKalan near Lakhimpurkhiri district
in Uttar Pradesh;

(b) if so, thereasonsfor not making the
sameoperational whereasthe aerodrome
issituated near the DudhwaNational Park
and bear importancein view of tourism;
and

(c) thesteps Government havetakento
make the same operational and by whenit
islikely to be operational ?

Installation of Automated Baggage
Reconciliation System

1909. SHRIMATI MOHSINA
KIDWALI : Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government proposeto
instal Automated BaggageReconciliation
System at Indira Gandhi International
Airport to reducetheincidents of oss of

baggage;

(b) thedetail sthereof and by when it
will beinstalled; and

(c) by whenthe systemwill beinstalled
in other International Airportsin the
country?

Handing over of Rajkot Airport to AAI

1910. SHRI LEKHRAJ BACHANI:
Will theMinister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleased to state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
of Gujarat has signed an MoU with the
AirportsAuthority of Indiaand handed
over Rajkot Airport to AAI for further
development and operation;

(b) if so, the likely time of its
completion;

(c) by whenit isgoing to be operated;

(d) whether any plan for expansion of
therunway hasbeenfinalized?

Financial crisisin Tulip Star hotel

1911. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

() whether Government areawarethat
the hotel Tulip Star (erstwhile Juhu
Centaur) isgoingthroughaseverefinancia
crisisand the employees are not getting
salariesontime; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
action Government propose to take to
protect theinterest of theemployeesof this
divestedhotel?

Development of non-metroairports

1912. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY : Will the Minister of CIVIL
AVIATION bepleasedtostate:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi
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are contemplating to develop 22 Non
Metro Airportsandintroduceattendant
service called " Swagat Seva" to boost
tourisminthecountry; and

(b) if so, thedetailsinthisregard, with
financial allocation madefor the purpose
andthetargeted datefor operationalising
theproject?

Expansion of smaller airports

11913. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be
pleasedto state:

(a) thetotal number of small airportsin
the country and how many of these are
connectedwithregular flights;

(b) whether some State Governments
have submitted aproposal for expansion
of theseairportsand connecting themwith
regular flights;

(c) if so, whether the State Government
of Uttaranchal hasal so submitted any such
proposal;

(d) if so, whether thereisaproposal to
expand Gouchar Chinyalsourh and
Pithauragarh airstripsin Uttaranchal and

alsoto connect themwithregular flights;
and

(e)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Appointmentsin Indian Airlines

1914. SHRI VEER SINGH: Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether recruitmentsunder peculiar
circumstancesexist inrecruitment rul esof
Indian Airlines;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
the personsemployed duringthelast five
yearswith names, age, post, appointing
authority and peculiar circumstances of
each case;

(c) whether the facts of peculiar
circumstances had been verified before
offering the job, the details of such
verifying agency;

(d) whether personsalready inservice
areentitledfor this;

(e) the detail sof newspaper inwhich
such postswereadvertised with date; and

(f) whether complaints against
conceal ment of factshavebeenreceived
against them; if so, the details and the
present status of complaint?

Disappearence of listed companies

1915. SHRI MURLI DEORA: Will the
Minister of COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleasedtorefertoreply to Starred Question
21, giveninthe RajyaSabhaonthe22nd
July, 2003 and state:

(a) whether out of 185 companieswith
total monetary exposureof Rs. 1150 crores
identified asvanishingcompanies, only 82
companies with total issue size of 600
croresresponded tothenoticeand if so,
theactiontaken againstthemsofar;

(b) thereasonsfor not responding to
thenoticeby theremaining 103 companies
and action taken against them; and

(c) the number of companies who
brought 1POs during 1992—98 in
existenceand what actionisbeingtaken
against the missing companies who
defraudedthepoorinvestors?

Penal actionsagainst Reliance Capital
Ltd.

1916. SHRI JBON ROY: Will the
Minister of COMPANY AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether during 1998-99,
Government had initiated penal actions

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi
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againstM/sRelianceCapital Ltd. (formerly
Reliance Cap. & Fin.);

(b) whether samepenal actionswere
alsoinitiated against M/sSterliteindustries
(Indi@) Ltd. during the same period; and

(c)if so, thepresent statusof thecases?

Credit facilitiesto farmersthrough
banks

1917. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government have framed
any policy andimplemented any scheme
togivecroploans, termloansandvarious
Government credit facilitiesthrough Banks
to farmerswho are agriculture tenantsand
share croppers and farmers who do not
have Pattadar Passbooks, asmoresuicide
deaths are taking place amongst these
categoriesof farmers, who areexploited
by privatemoney |endersthrough abnormal
rateof interest;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) if not, whether Government would
assureof implementing schemesto benefit
them; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Rateof interest on loansraised by
StateGovernments

1918. SHRI SURESH BHARDWAJ:
SHRI P. K. MAHESHWARI:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

(a) thetotal amount of loans, category-
wiseand the agency from which obtained
withrateof interestin each case, raised by
each State Government inthecountry;

(b) whether thereisany limit beyond
which aState Government cannnot raisea

loan; if so, whether any State Government
transgressed thislimit;

(c) if so, the names of State
Governmentswhich aredefaulters; and

(d) what do Central Government
proposetodoto helpimprovethefinancial
position of the State, includingwriting of f
theloan?

Probeinto Hawalatransactionsin
Kerala

1919. SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether Reserve Bank of India,
within last three years, has directed
authoritiesfor adetailed probein Hawala
transactionsworth crores of rupeesthat
occurredinKerala;

(b) if so, theactiontakenin detail;

(c) theestimated total amount of money
through hawalatransactionsin Keralafor
thelastthreeyears, year-wise;

(d) thedetailsof actiontakeninillegal
transfer of money amounting to Rs. 708
croresthrough regul ar banking channels
during period 2000-02; and

(e) the details of source and
beneficiariesof abovefund?

Fake Stamp Scam

1920. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA-
CHARY A: Will theMinister of FINANCE
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the Fake Stamp Scam was
handed over to CBI for investigation some
timesback;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
present position of investigation;

(c) whether any person has been
arrested, sofar, andif so, the detail sthereof;
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(d) theamount of fake stamp papers
seized, so far, togetherwith the details
thereof; and

(e) thestepstaken/proposedtobetaken
topreventrecurrenceof suchirregularities
infuture?

Central salestax on phar maceutical
raw material

1921. PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA: Will the Minister of
FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Central sales
tax on pharmaceutical raw material and
medicinesin Gujarat is 2.2 per centvis-a-
\visin other States of the country; and

(b) if so, what arethereasonsfor this
disparity and the steps taken by
Government to immediately stop this
imbalancein therate of Central salestax,
which is affecting growth of
pharmaceutical industry in other States?

Disinvestment of PSUs

1922, SHRIMATILAL SARKAR: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) how many Government enterprises
and Government undertakingswereput to
disinvestment by selling sharesto thetune
of 50 per cent or moreduring the period
upto 31st March, 2004 alongwith the
names of establishments;

(b) how many of them were losing
concerns and how many were gaining
concerns,

(c) theamount earned by Government
by way of disinvestment; and

(d) how many workersand employees
lost their jobsin those establishments after
their being disinvested uptil 31st March,

2004 excepting those getting normal
retirement?

Functioning of Global Trust Bank

11923. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR:
SHRI C. RAMACHAN-
DRAIAH:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether he is aware that the
downfall of Global Trust Bank had started
three and ahalf yearsago and by March
2002, it had gone bankrupt due to its
corrupt businessanditsinvolvementin
Ketan Parekh scandal, even though
Reserve Bank continued to monitor it and
ittook threeand ahalf yearsto closethis
bank;

(b) if so, whether mistakes committed
by Reserve Bank and the loophol es of
auditing systemwereresponsiblefor it; and

(c) the action being taken by
Governmenttoprevent suchincidentsin
future and to implement cautious
monitoring, transparency and better
auditing standardsin ReserveBank?

M odification of rulesfor promoting
foreigninvestments

1924. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether in order to attract foreign
investment, Government have decidedto
make certain amendmentsintherelevant
rulesto dispensewith therequirement for
foreign investors to a "No Objection”
Certificatefrom Indian counterpartsbefore
making fresh investments;

(b) whether with this changein the
rules, theintendingforeigninvestorscan

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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issuefresh sharesthrough automaticroute
without clearancefrom Foreign Investment
Promotion Board; and

(c) what other modificationsintherules
have been made for promoting foreign
investmentsby way of FDI and FlIs?

Curtailment of Gover nment
expenditure

1925. SHRI R.P. GOENKA:
SHRIMATIMAYA SINGH:
SHRI KALRAJMISHRA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that recently some
directionshavebeenissuedtovarious
Central Government Departmentstoadopt
certain austerity measures in official
expenditure so asto bring about savings
of morethan Rs. 2000 croresannually;

(b) if so, the detailsthereof, including
the Centralized monitoring mechanism
establishedtohelpachievethedesiredlevel
of savingsthrough various Departments;
and

(c) the detail s of stepstaken to check
any deteriorationinservicesprovided by
the concerned Departments while
implementing theexpenditurecompression
measures?

Clean notepolicy

1926. SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that the Reserve
Bank of Indiais getting tougher with
implementation of its, clean note policy’;

(b) if so, whether itisalso afact that
inscribing messages, slogans and various
remarksor defacement, disfigurement and

scrawling on currency notesisprohibited
under theL egal Tender Act, 1964;

(c) whether itisafact that now banks
canrefuseto accept defaced and disfigured
currency notes; and

(d) if so, the steps Government propose
totaketo educatetheordinary customers
about the upkeep and proper handling of
currency?

L oan sanction

11927. SHRI RAJ MOHINDER
SINGH MAJITHA:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that out of total
loans sanctioned by the Scheduled
Commercial Banks, 61.50 per centloans
have been sanctioned to metropolitan areas
during the year 2003-04, whereasin rural
and semi-urban areasonly 9.57 per cent
and 11.38 per cent have been sanctioned
respectively;

(b) if not, thefactswithregardtothe
above; and

(c) thereasonsfor suchabigdifference?

Educational loansto students

11928. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI:
DR. MURLI MANOHAR
JOSHI:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

() whether itisafact that Nationalised
Banksprovideloan to the studentsor their
parentsfor thepurposeof higher education;

(b) if so, what isthetotal number of
those studentswho were provided with
loansduring theyears 2001-02, 2002-03,

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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2003-04 and in the first six months of
2004-05 and what is average amount of
loans;

(c) what isthe total amount of loan
givenby eachof thebanksduringtheabove
period; and

(d) what aretheratesof interest charged
by each of thebankson suchloans?

Fulfilment of targeted growth in
agriculturesector lending

1929. SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM:
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether hisMinistry hascalled a
meeting of bank chiefsto review fulfilment
of targeted 30 per cent growthinagriculture
sectorlending;

(b) if so, whether banks have sought an
amendment to Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assetsand
Enforcement of Security Interest Actwhich
got diluted after acourt verdict;

(c) whether in the meeting back drop
of poor credit flow to agriculture in
2003-04 andincreasingincidentsof suicide
by debt ridden farmerswerediscussed;

(d) to what extent the meeting hasbeen
abletodiscusstheseissues; and

(e) what are the concrete steps
Government proposes to take in this
regard?

Lendingtopriority sectors

1930. SHRIMATI SAVITA
SHARDA:
SHRIS.S.AHLUWALIA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that there has
been a minimum limit stipulated for

commercial banks, bothin public sector
and private sectorsfor providing lending
to priority sectors of economy, namely
agriculture, cottage and small scale
enterprises;

(b) if so, the details of the limit
stipulated fromtimetotimeduringthelast
fiveyears;

(c) the occasionswhen the PSU and
private sector banksfell short of meeting
those stipul ationswith year-wisedetails
alongwith volume of short falls;

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) theactiontaken, if any, to substitute
the credit needs of the priority sector in
thoseyears?

Inflation rate

SHRI KALRAJMISHRA:

SHRISM.LALJANBASHA:

SHRIMATI SAVITA
SHARDA:

SHRI DARA SINGH:

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA
RAOQ:

SHRI MURLI DEORA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that rate of
inflation on the 6th November, 2004 was
recorded at 7.76 per cent;

(b) if so, what arethereasonsfor the
RBI'sinability to use monetary toolsto
control inflation;

(c) whether itisafact that the RBI has
expressed itsinability to control inflation;

(d) if so, Government’ sreactionthereto;

(e) whether thereisany proposal to
study therecent operationsof RBI inthis
regard;

(f) the steps proposed to control
inflationary pressureinthecountry;

1931.
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(g) whether thisrisein pricescanvitiate
the overall atmosphere of low and stable
interest rates of banks effecting the credit
delivery to agricultureandindustry; and

(h) if so, the assessment thereof and the
expectedincreaseininterest rates?

Implementation of VAT in States

1932. SHRINANA DESHMUKH:
SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleasedto state:

(a) the present statuswith regardto the
implementation of Value Added Tax in
different Statesinthecountry;

(b) whether some Statesare already
implementing VAT, if so, the details
thereof;

(c) the advantages/disadvantages that
areattached with thisnew tax systemand
theimpedimentsthat exist inimplementing
itinall the States; and

(d) by when Government expect to
implement VAT system in the entire
country?

Reversal of foreign aid policy

1933. SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI:

DR. T.
REDDY:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether Government havereversed
existingforeignaid policy and hasdecided
toaccept bilateral development assistance
fromall G-8 countries;

(b) if so, whether Government have
decidedthat bilateral aidinflowswouldbe
restricted to bring India's repayment
commitmentsto minimum;

(c) if so, what arethe main reasonsfor
reversingexisting foreigntradepolicy;

SUBBARAMI

(d) if so, what aredetailsof policy that
isbeing considered and to what extent it
will bedifferent than earlier one; and

(e) towhat extent thispolicy will be
more beneficial to India?

Rank of Indiaamong
reformers

1934. SHRI RAVI
PRASAD:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that World Bank
hasapplauded our effortsfor reformsand
hasrated Indiaamong the Ten reformers
intheworld;

(b) whetheritisalsoafactthat India
till ranksinthebottom quartileamong the
145 nationssurveyed on the ease of doing
business;

(c) whether theapex bank hassuggested
certain measures to overcome obstacles
comingintheway of our growth; and

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof ?

SHANKAR

Fifth Round Table Conferenceon
Panchayati Raj

1935. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will
the Minister of PANCHAYATI RAJbe
pleased to state:

() whether Government areawarethat
National Mediaignores Rural Indiaand
evenwhen journalistsare specificaly taken
on Government expensesto cover events
like Fifth Round Table Conference on
Panchayati Raj, none of the Reportsof the
Conferencewaspublished; and

(b) if so, in what way he plans to
disseminate news/view about thorough
spread of message of such Panchayati Raj
Round Table conference, which are
supposed to be vehicle for taking the
country to prosperity?
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World Bank loan for moder nisation of
fireservices

1936. MS. PRAMILA BOHIDAR:
SHRI B.J. PANDA:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that World Bank
proposesto giveRs. 1,000 croreloanfor
modernisation of fire services in the
country;

(b) if so, thedetail s of the project and
theagency that would monitor the project
atthecentre; and

(c) the amount that would be made
availableto Orissafor up-gradation of their
infrastructure?

Dueamount of M/sRockland L easing
Company Ltd.

1937. SHRI SURESH BHARDWAJ:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) the progress made as per the
judgement delivered on 5th December,
2001, by Hon'ble Delhi High Court in
whichthey had appointed aliquidator to
release the money dueto thevictims of
M/sRockland leasing Company Ltd. after
the saleof thecompany'sassets;

(b) thelist of recipientsof thismoney,
State-wise particularly in Himachal
Pradesh as many Senior Citizens had
depositedtheir all pensionary benefitswith
such companies; and

(c) if not, what steps are being taken
to ensure fair implementation of the
decision?

Enquiry intodisinvestment of BALCO

11938. SHRI RAMADHAR
KASHYAP: Will the Minister of
FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that various
employees' organisations have been
demanding fair enquiry into the matter of
disinvestment of Bharat Aluminium
Company (BALCO);

(b) if so, whether Government are
considering anenquiry to makethesal e of
BALCOfair andtransparent;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Banking Cooper ative Societies

1939. SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether thereisany proposal to
bring Banking Co-operativesocietiesat par
with commercial banking companies by
Banking Regulation (Amendment) and
Miscellaneous Provision Act, 2003; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose
to withhold the move?

Expenditureon foreign travel
1940. SHRI R.K. ANAND: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that more
expenditurehasbeenincurredonforeign
travel expensesof officersand Ministers
during 2002-03; and

(b) if so, the detailsthereof?
Normsfor tractor financing

1941. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether normshave been eased for
tractor financing by cert ain banks;

(b) if so, whether other bankswould
followsuit;

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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(c) if so, the detail sthereof; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Committeetoexamineoptimal fund
requirement of Ministries

1942. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleasedto state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
have appointed aCommitteeto examine
optimal fund requirement of each Ministry;

(b) if so, the details of its composition
and termsof reference;

(c) whether this Committee has since
submitted itsreport; and

(d) if so, the broad details of its
recommendations?

Evasion of Income Tax

1943. DR.K.MALAISAMY : Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether despitethelaw of theland
and its machinery, there are cases of
evasion of incometax;

(b) if so, whether it isdueto system
failureor humanfailureor both;

(c) whether therewill beafool-proof
systemto control and containthisevil, if
not possibleto eradicate; and

(d) whether there can be another fool -
proof systemto unearththeillgotten black
money that is largely available in this
country?

Limit on Island special allowance

1944. SHRI ABDUL WAHAB
PEEV EE: Will the Minister of FINANCE
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Island special allowanceis
givento Central Government employees
in Andaman and Nicobar Islands as
percentage of basic pay without any
maximum limit;

(b) whether the employees of
Nationalized Banksaregettingthelsland
specia allowancewith the maximum limit
of Rs. 1500/- per month; and

(c) what arethereasonsfor thislimitin
case of banksand by when Government
proposeto removeit?

Financing by NHB

1945. DR. AKHILESH DAS: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the National Housing Bank
(NHB) has been financing housing
schemesand projectsthroughthe Non-
Banking Housing Finance Companies
(NBHFCs); and

(b) if so, the extent of refinance made
by NHB through NBHFCs in Uttar
Pradesh, compared to that in other States
during 2003-04 and 2004-05?

Excise duty on tobacco products

11946. SHRIUDAY PRATAPSINGH:
SHRI NAND KISHORE
YADAV:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are
consideringtoimposenew tax and excise
duty ontobacco anditsproductsonthe
basisof thereport ontobacco control;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(c) the comparative details of the
revenuebeing earned at present through
tobacco anditsproductsand theexpenses
incurred on the treatment of diseases
caused by consumption of tobacco?

Eligibility for H.R.A.

1947. SHRI NAND KISHORE
YADAV: Will theMinister of FINANCE
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether the admissibility and

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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eligibility of House Rent Allowanceto
Government servants is subject to
producing Ration Card, L PG connection,
Electoral Identity Card, Landlord'sHouse
Rent Receipt etc. otherwisethey arenot
eligible and entitled to draw House Rent
Allowance;

(b) if so, thedetailsinthisregard; and

(c) under what provisionsof H.R.A.
Rules, the above requirements are
demanded by Government from the
Government servants and the detail s of
those casesin which Government have
denied to make payment of HRA on
account of non-fulfilment of the above
reguirements?

NPAs of Urban Co-operative
Banks

1948. SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether it isafact that NPAs of
Urban Co-operative Banks have been
increasingover thelast several years;

(b) thedetailsof NPAsof UCBsason
30th September, 2004 showing debt, slab-
wise number of NPA debtors accountseg,,
number of accountsin Rs.50,000 debtdab,.
Rs. 1,00,000, Rs. 2,00,000 and so on;

(c) thedetails of NPAsand bad debts
of UCBsyear-wiseand State-wisefor the
lastfiveyears;

(d) thereasonsfor increasein NPAsand
failureof recovery;

(e) steps contemplated, if any, for
recovery of NPAswithin aspecific time-
frame;

(f) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(g) if not, thereasonstherefor?

New Opium Poalicy

11949. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether exploitationand difficulties
of farmers have increased due to new
Opium Policy of the Government;

(b) if so, whether the Government are
considering to makechangesintheabove
policy intheinterest of farmers;

(c) whether farmers of Mandsaur,
Ratlamand Nimatch districtsinMadhya
Pradesh have sent a 13-point memorandum
to Government against thesaid policy; and

(d) if so, Government'spoint of view
regarding thisnew opium policy?

Servicetax on Lifelnsurance Services

1950. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whether it is afact that the Life
Insurance Services have come under
servicetax;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) the new servicesthat have been
brought under tax net since June, 2004; and

(d) theother new serviceslikely tobe
brought under tax net?

Recommendation of 11th Finance
Commission

1951. SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that performance
indevelopment indicators, such ashealth
and education of Statesareal so considered
asparametersfor recommendationsof 11th
FinanceCommission;

(b) if so, the details including

T Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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recommendationsfor various Statesand
parametersconsidered by 11th Finance
Commission;

(c) whether Government of Kerala
requested the Finance Commissionto set
right theimbal ancesin recommendations
of Commission;

(d) if so, the action taken with details
thereof; and

(e) whether steps will be taken to
developcriteriafor recommendations of
Finance Commission so that the Statescan
maintaintheir performancein development
indicators, suchashealth and education?

Incometax exemption to patr ons of
SportsAuthority of A.P.

1952. SHRINANDI YELLAIAH: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) Government's decision already
taken/proposed to betakeninresponseto
the Chief Minister of AndhraPradesh | etter
dated the 20th June, 2003 addressedto him
seeking Income Tax exemption under
Section 80(g) tofinancial sponsorsand
patrons of Sports Authority of Andhra
Pradesh; and

(b) if not, thereasonstherefor in not
taking afavourable decisioninthisregard
toreduce State'sfinancial burdento some
extent with regard to sportsactivitiesin
AndhraPradesh?

Raising O.M.B. under Debt Swap
Scheme

1953. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Maharashtrahas videhisletter
dated the 28th May, 2004 requested the
Central Government to allow the State

Governmenttouseitsdiscretionintiming
and purpose of raising Open Market
Borrowingsunder Debt Swap Scheme; and

(b) if so,Government'sresponse and
reactionthereto?

Officeof Ombudsman for dir ect taxes

1954. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the Minister of FINANCE bepleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are
considering creation of an office of
Ombudsman for direct taxes; and

(b) if so, therole of the Ombudsman
andthestatusof the proposal ?

Salaried tax payer sunder security net

1955. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the
Minister of FINANCE bepleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that salaried tax
payers are likely to be brought under
security net;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) the total earnings Government
receivefrom salaried tax payersand from
non-salaried tax payers; and

(d) whether salaried tax payers are
subject to more harassment than non-
salariedclass?

Increasein FDI

1956. SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY':
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased
tostate:

(a) whether it is afact that Indiais
among thetop four FDI destinations, but
is well below the top ranking China,
accordingtothesurvey conducted by
United NationsConferenceon Tradeand
Development report; and



