RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to be asked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabha to be held on
Thursday, the December 23, 2004/Pausa 2, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: PrimeMinister; Agroand Rural Industries; Atomic Energy; Coal
and Mines; Communicationsand I nfor mation Technology; External Affairs;
Labour and Employment; Ocean Development; Over seas|ndian Affairs;
Personnel, Public Grievancesand Pensions; Planning; Scienceand
Technology; Shipping, Road Transport and Highways;

Small Scalel ndustries; Space; Statisticsand
Programmel mplementation)

Total number of questions— 155

Promotion of coir industry

2210. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) thesteps Government havetakento
promote coir industry through Coir Board
in non-traditional zone;

(b) the steps taken to maximize husk
collectioninnon-traditional zone; and

(c) whether Government propose to
merge Coconut Development Board and
Coir Board tomaximizehusk collectionin
general and non-traditional zone in
particular?

Margin Money Scheme

2211. SHRI SUDARSHAN
AKARAPU: Will the Minister of AGRO
AND RURAL INDUSTRIES bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC) had
launched Margin Money Scheme for

setting up agro based and rural industries;
(b) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(c) the number of agro and rural
industriesassi sted under theschemeduring
thelastthreeyears, State-wise; and

(d) thetotal amount sanctioned and
spent under the scheme?

REGP in Tamil Nadu

2212. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have set up
any agro-rural industriesin Tamil Nadu
under Rural Employment Generation
Programmeduringthelast threeyears;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof including
thefund allocation;

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor; and

(d) the steps taken by Government
to further promote these sectors in
Tamil Nadu?
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Cottageindustriesin Bihar

12213. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAI :
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
thecottageindustriesintheareasbel onging
to SCs/STs/most backward classeshaveto
facehost of problemsinthe State of Bihar;

(b) if so, thestepstaken or proposedto
betaken in near futurefor the promotion
of cottageindustries;

(c) thenumber of small scaleindustries
inBihar at present, area-wise;

(d) whether Government havetaken any
initiativeto boost up the setting up of small
industrial unitsinthe backward and tribal
areasof Bihar; and

(e) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Industriesset up under NPRI

2214. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@) the number of rural industrial
clusters set up in the States of Bihar,
Jharkhand, Orissaand Rajasthan under the
National Programme on Rural
Industrialisation(NPRI);

(b) thefinancial assistanceprovidedto
these Statesunder thesaid schemeandthe
outcomethereof; and

(c) theinstitutional arrangement made
toimplement NPRI in these States?

Fundsfor Khadi and VillageIndustries

2215. SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) theamount of funds earmarked for

research and devel opment for promoting
Khadi and Village Industries (KV1) during
thelast threeyearsand theoutcomethereof,
State-wise;

(b) whether Government intend to
enhance allocation meant for R& D for
KVI;and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof, State-wise?

Development of coir industries

2216. SHRI B.J. PANDA: Will the
Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Coir Board
hasaskedfor Centre'shel pfor devel opment
of this sector on the lines of Bamboo
industry;

(b) whether itisalso afact that this
industry has immense potential in the
international market; and

(c) if so, thedetailsof theaction plan
of Government to devel op thisindustry to
generate additional employment and
improvetheeconomy of thissector?

Selection criteriaof BARC Training
School, Mumbai

2217. SHRIBHAGWATI SINGH:

SHRI JANESHWAR
MISHRA:

SHRI NAND KISHORE

YADAYV:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether Engineering Graduatesand
Science Post-graduates have been
interviewed this year for selection to
training of OCES and DGFS at BARC
Training School, Mumbai, for appointment
of Scientific Officer 'C';

TOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



488

(b) if so, whether merit performancein
written test and GATE score has been
ignoredfor selected persons;

(c) if so, whether thereisresentment
amongst meritorious candidates agai nst
thissel ection criteriaand have demanded
removal of favouritismthroughwrittentest
by UPSC instead of interview by BARC;
and

(d) if so, Government'sreactionthereto?

Fast BreedersReactors

2218. DR. K. KASTURIRANGAN :
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(8) whether Government haveany plans
for establishing fast breeder reactorsfor
nuclear power generationinadditiontothe
presently operating pressurized heavy
water reactors;

(b) if so, the detail s of their number,
the power capacity and the schedul esfor
implementation;

(c) whether Government haveplansfor

upscaling the present design of 500 MW
power capacity of thefast breeder reactors;
and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Power generation from atomic power

2219. SHRI LAXMINARAYAN
SHARMA: Will the PRIME MINISTER
bepleasedtostate:

(a) the Statesin which sitesfor power
generationfrom Atomic Energy havebeen
identified duringtheyears2001-04;

(b) whether any sitehasbeenidentified
inthe State of MadhyaPradesh also, if so,
thedetailsthereof; and

(c) if any site hasbeen identifiedin
MadhyaPradesh, thefundsprovidedtothe
Statefor power generation from atomic
energy sincetheyear 20027

New Atomic Power Plants

2220. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOQT:
Will thePRIME MINISTER be pleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that inthewake
of success of peace processinitiated for
cordial relations with neighbouring
countries, the chances of use of atomic
energy for peaceful purposes have
brightened;

(b) if so, thequantity of atomic energy
likely to be made available for use in
medical purposesand production of power;

(c) the details of new atomic power
plant likely to be established inthe near
future, if any?

Completion of Kaiga Atomic Power
Project
2221. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD:
Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(8) whether technical snagsaredelaying
the compl etion of KaigaAtomic Power
Project in Karnataka;

(b) the extent of overall cumulative
physical progress on Kaiga Project
achieved by theend of 2003; and

(c) thetarget datesfor the plant to go
critical?
Efficiency of Atomic Power Plants

12222. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto state:

(a) whetheritisafact that avery small

TOriginal notice of the question receivedin Hindi.



489

part of total power generation of the
country isbeing produced from atomic
energy,

(b) if so, themainreasonstherefor and
the status of Indiaascompared to other
countriesin power generationfromatomic
energy;

(c) whether efficiency of atomic power
plantsinthe country islow; and

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor and the
stepstaken by Government toincrease
atomic power generationinthecountry?

Royalty on coal

2223. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will theMinister of COAL
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether coal royalty wasnot revised
ontheduedateintheyear 2003, if so, the
reasonsfor thesame;

(b) theamount of royalty that the States
lost fromthat year onwards, State-wiseand
year-wise; and

(c) whether Government are

considering to compensate the Statesfor
thelossessustai ned onthat account?

Diesel consumedinNorthern
CoalfieldsLimited

2224. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
theMinister of COAL bepleasedtostate:

(a) the quantity and cost of diesel
consumed monthly for running the heavy
machines in Northern Coalfields Ltd.
(NCL) Singrauli, MadhyaPradesh during
thelast threeyears;

(b) whether Government areawarethat

diesel worth lakhs of rupees is being
pilfered every month;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof;

(d) whether Government propose to
conduct anenquiry inthisregard;

(e) if so, the detail sthereof; and

(f) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Road map for coal sector

2225. SHRIDATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of COAL bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have
constituted an Expert Committeetocarry
out acomprehensivereview and draw up a
road map for the coal sector;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) the composition and terms of
referenceof the Committee; and

(d) by whenthe Committeeislikely to
submit itsreport?

Irregularitiesin thesaleof coal

12226. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD:
SHRI RAJ MOHINDER

SINGHMAJITHA:

Will theMinister of COAL bepleased
tostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
have decided to conduct C.B.I.
investigation in the matter related to
irregularitiesfoundinthesaleof coal;

(b) if s0, the comprehensive detail s of
irregularitiescommittedinthesaleof coal;
and

(c) theofficialsresponsiblefor thesaid
irregularities?
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Coal linkagein Jharkhand

12227. SHRI AJAY MAROO: Will the
Minister of COAL bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are
considering any proposal to grant ‘coal
linkage' totheindustriesgoingtobeset up
inJharkhand;

(b) whether any talkshave been held
withthelndustry Minister of Jharkhand,;
and

(c) if so, the policy of Governmentin
thisregard?

Takingover of Coal Minesin
Jharkhand by private companies

12228. SHRI AJAY MAROO: Will the
Minister of COAL bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have decided
to hand over some Coal Mines to the
private companies;

(b) if so, the number of such minesin
Jharkhand;

(c) the names of such private
companies; and

(d) the present statusthereof ?

Deemingminesfor captiveuse

2229. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
MINESbepleasedto state:

(a) the percentage of minesore-wise
heldonleasetoindustriesfor captiveuse,
for value addition without deeming the
minesascaptiveandto others; and

(b) considering that thereisaneedfor
value addition withinthe country, whether
Government would consider amending the
lawsto give priority to industriesdeeming
minesfor captiveuse?

Depositsof lower grade coal

2230. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will theMinister of COAL
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether the disparity between the
higher and lower grades of coal has
increased disproportionately over thelast
three decades and more; and

(b) if so, whether thereisany proposal
for applying correctivesto ensure that
Stateshaving depositsof lower grade coal
arenot discriminated against?

Import of coal

2231. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
COAL bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that Coal Industry
hasbecomean ailingindustry and assuch
coal isbeing required to beimported from
othercountries,

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor;

(c) whether any steps are being
considered toimprovethefunctioning of
theindustry; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Selling of coal by privateparties

2232. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of COAL bepleasedto state:

(a) whether thereisany proposal under
Government's consideration to allow
private partiesto sell coal inretail; and

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof and by when
itislikely tobefinalized and implemented?
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Postal servicein every Panchayat

12233. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(@) whether Government haveany plan
for providing postal service in every
Panchayat of country under which branch
post-office, sub post-officeor post-office
wouldbeset up;

(b) if so, by when it would be done,
andif not, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) the numbers of such Gram
Panchayats at present, specially in
Himachal Pradesh, whichstill donot have
postal servicefacilitiesand by whenthese
facilities would be provided in these
Panchayats?

M oder nisation of communication
facilitiesin Maharashtra

2234. SHRI SANJAY NIRUPAM: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government propose to
expand capacity of theexistingtelephone
exchanges by providing modern
communication facility in Maharashtra
during the year 2003-04;

(b) if so, the details thereof,
district-wise; and

(c) thefundsprovided by Government
for thesaid period?

Defacing of Indian websitesby
Pakistan

2235. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that hacking or
defacing of thelndianwebsitesby Pakistan
isontherise;

(b) if s0, thedetail sof websiteshacked
by Pakistan during thelast three years,
year-wise; and

(c) the action Government have
contemplatedinthisregard?

Failureof Speed Post Service

2236. SHRIV.HANUMANTHA RAC:
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) thereasonsfor thefailure of the
Speed Post Servicein attracting adequate
poststo obtainagood market share;

(b) whether itisafact that the Speed
Post Servicedid not earn areputationfor
speed or reliability;

(c) whether any study hasbeen doneto

obtain the causes of failure of the Speed
Post Serviceinthecountry;

(d) what stepsare proposed to ensure
that the Speed Post Servicebecomesmore
efficient and reliable; and

(e) thedetails of measuresproposed to
improvethe Speed Post Service?

E-Governance

2237. SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

() whether itisafact that Government

haveinitiated apilot schemefor the spread
of e-Governanceinthecountry;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether any scheme related to
e-governancehasbeenlaunched/duetobe
launched in Tamil Nadu; and
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(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Dwindling telephone market shar e of
MTNL and BSNL

2238. SHRI JANARDHANA
POOJARY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether on account of strident
promotion by private players of their
servicesand products, thetel ephonemarket
shareof MTNL and BSNL isdwindling
continuously;

(b) if so, thedetailsin thisregard;

(c) whether private players offer a
number of added featuresat competitive
ratesin both fixed, wireless and mobile
phones, which Government sector isunable
tooffer;

(d) if so, what measures are
contempl ated to win back thecustomers;

(e) whether MTNL, Delhi Telephone
Directory has not been published for the
last many years; and

(f) if so, by when it is likely to be
issued?

Saleof BSNL rechargecouponin
Karnataka

2239. SHRI K.B. KRISHNA
MURTHY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) how many BSNL prepaid coupons
arebeingsold, onan average, every month
inKarnataka;

(b) whether theBSNL hastiedupwith
the Department of Posts to market its
rechargecouponsin Karnataka;

(c) if so, how many post officeshave
been selected for thispurposeinK arnataka;

(d) how many of them arein Bangalore
andinBangalorerural district; and

(e) whether Government have any
proposal to extend thisfacility to more post
officesinother citiesof Karnataka?

Development of postal service

2240. SHRI C.
RAMACHANDRAIAH: Will theMinister
of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto statetheaction takento develop
the business of postal servicesto make
them more competitive and financially
viableorganisation?

Installation of mobiletelephonetower
in Janglatelephoneexchange

12241. SHRI NAND KISHORE
YADAV: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto set
up Mobile Telephone Tower in Jangla
Telephone Centrein Distt. Shimlafor the
benefitsof tel ephonesubscribersof thesaid
TelephoneExchangeasthepresent Mobile
Telephone Tower at Rohor doesnot cover
thewholeareacompletely;

(b) if so, Government's reaction
thereon; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

Communication facilitiesin U.P.

12242 SHRI NAND KISHORE
YADAV: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that thereisdearth
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of communication facilitiesin therural
areasof Eastern Uttar Pradesh ascompared
totheurbanareas;

(b) the details of existing
communicationsfacilitiesintherural and
urbanareas; and

(c) the stepstaken by Government to
overcomethedisparity betweentherural
and urban areasand further to extend the
rural telecomfacilities?

Contract between BSNL and Reliance

2243.DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY::
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether BSNL and Reliance group
of industries were given acontract for
setting up community phonesin 50,000
villageswith support from the Universal
ServicesObligation (USO) fund;

(b) if so, whether any contract between
Government and these companieshave
beensigned;

(c) if so, the detail sthereof;

(d) whether Government haveidentified
50,000 villagesfor the purpose; and

(e) if so, by when thisprojectislikely
tostart?

E-Governance schemefor Madhya
Pradesh

12244, SHRI PYARELAL
KHANDELWAL: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that the status of
MadhyaPradeshisworsethan the other
states in the field of Information
Technology devel opment;

(b) if not, the detail sthereof;

(c) theincentivesbeing givenandthe
assistance being made available by
Government to Madhya Pradesh for
promotion of e-governance; and

(d) the position of MadhyaPradeshin
the field of Information Technology
development asper thelndiaE-Redinoirs
Assignment Report, 2003?

Releaseof telephoneconnectionsin
Bihar
12245. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RAL:
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether itisafact that the applicants
for tel ephoneconnectionsinBihar havenot
been provided with the connectionseven
after threeyearssincethey deposited the
security amount inadvance;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof; and

(c) thedetail sof the stepsbeing taken
by Government to provide early
connectionstotheconsumerswaiting for
thesame?

M oder nisation of telegram servicesin
Uttar Pradesh

12246. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government havetakenany
steps for modernisation of telegram
servicesinthe State of Uttar Pradesh;

(b) if so, the district-wise details
thereof; and
(c) by whenthetask of modernisation

of telegram services is likely to be
completedinthe State?
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Delimitation of urban and rural areas

2247. SHRI N.K.
PREMACHANDRAN: Will theMinister
of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

() whether Government areawarethat
theBSNL ischarging therent prescribed
totheurban sector fromthesubscribers
residingintherural areasof Kerala;

(b) if so, whether Government are
considering to rectify thisanomaly; and

(c) whether Government are
considering to review the existing
unscientific delimitation of urbanandrural
areasinKerala?

Opening of new post officesin U.P.

12248. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) the number of post offices and
branch post of ficesproposedto beopened
in Uttar Pradesh during the current
financial year, district-wise;

(b) the number of post offices opened
intheurban and rural areasinthe State
during thelast threeyears; and

(c) the necessary action taken by
Governmentinthe Statefor improvement
of thepostal services?

Softwar eunitsregistered with STPI in
Hyder abad

2249. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) the number of software units,
registeredwith Software Technol ogy Parks

of India (STPI) as on this day in
Hyderabad; and

(b) the detail s of their locationswith
their official addressesof their unitsand
e-mail addresses of their unitslocatedin
Hyderabad?

Concession tosenior citizens

2250. SHRI RAVULA CHANDRA
SEKAR REDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Ltd. is
offering someconcessioninrentintheBill
of land linetel ephones owned by senior
citizens, if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(b) whether the same concessionsisnot
providedto senior citizensholding land
linetelephone connection of the Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd. livingin NCR town
of Faridabad, Gurgaon and Ghaziabad, if
so, the detailsand justification for this
discrimination when both telephone
companiesare Government undertaking?

Provision of land lineconnectionsin
Jammu and Kashmir

2251. SHRI T.S. BAJWA: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that mobile phone
servicesarenot availablein variousborder
areasof Jammuand K ashmir at present due
to security reasonsor otherwise;

(b) whether Government proposeto
provide adequate land line telephone
connectionsin such areasin near future;
and

(c) if so, the areas selected for the
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purpose and status of progressmadeto
providelandlineconnections?

WLL and MARR based telephonesin
Uttaranchal

12252. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedtostate:

(a) thenumber of tel ephonesbased on
WLL andMARR systemsin Uttaranchal;

(b) whether there is any proposal
regarding conversion of MARR system
basedtelephonesintoWLL system; and

(c) if so, by when thiswork would be
completed?

Submarinecablelinks

2253. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India's
international leased linesarefivetimes
more expensive;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisalso afact that new
submarine cablewould bring 40-50 per
cent annual pricedeclineforinternational
connectivity from India; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

New policy for internet

2254. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

() whetheritisafact that Government
had announced a new policy for the
internet;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that
Government areconsi dering ontheconcept
of providing domain names in local
languageson thelinesof similar systems
in Chinaand Taiwan; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Overcharging of rent in Gautam
Budha Nagar

12255. SHRI VEER SINGH: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that the Ministry
is charging monthly rent which is
applicableto urban areasfromall the 123
villages of Gautam BudhaNagar, instead
of Rs. 120/- per monthwhichisapplicable
torural areasthough the same have been
declared asrural areas;

(b) whether it isalso afact that the
General Manager, Telephones had made
announcement regarding recovering
Rs. 120/- asrent fromtherural subscribers
and therent of two monthshad al so been
recovered at thisrate; and

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof andif not,
thereasonstherefor?

Cheaper I SD calls

2256. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itisafact that someof the
ISD facilitatorsare providing cheapest
international callsto Europe, America,
Singaporeetc. at Rs. 4to0 5 per minuteto
theconsumers;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and whether
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Government are also considering to
provide cheaper call ratestotheconsumers
throughM TNL/BSNL likeother telephone
companies; and

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

VRSIinD.O.T.
2257. SHRIMATI MOHSINA
KIDWAIL: Will the Minister of

COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government havetakena
decision to cut flab in Department of
Telecommunicationinview of distribution
of itsfunctionto TRAI and other agencies;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether VRSisbeing considered
asone of the optionsto bemade available
toemployees; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Distanceselling on internet

2258.DR. (SHRIMATI) NAJMA A.
HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government intends to
regulatethedistancesellingoninternet; if
so, thedetail sthereof;

(b) whether any complaint hasbeen
received by Government in connection
with distance selling; and

(c) what typesof products/servicesare
permitted/prohibitedin distanceselling?

Provision of PIJF cables

12259. SHRI MANGANI LAL
MANDAL: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that thewaiting
list of tel ephone subscribershasgoneupto
two lakhs because of non-supply of PIJF
cablesasper therequirement; and

(b) if so, whether Government propose
to provide cable in sufficient quantity
alongwith other equipmentsto provide
telephone connections to expected
subscribersandto clear thewaiting list of
subscribers?

Vacant postsin MTNL

12260. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(a) thenumber of postsunder various
categories in the Delhi and Mumbai
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited
lying vacant ason the November 30, 2004;

(b) the details of steps Government/
Department havetaken sofar tofill inthe
vacant posts; and

(c) by when Government proposeto fill
inall thevacant posts?

Telephoneon demand in Kerala

2261. SHRI ABDUL WAHAB
PEEVEE: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) thewaitinglist of theconsumersfor
thelandlineconnectionsinKerala, District-
wise, ason theend of September, 2004;
and

(b) the steps being taken by
Government to clear thewaiting list and
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