RAJYA SABHA

List of Questionsfor WRITTEN ANSWERS

to beasked at a sitting of the Rajya Sabhato beheld on
Thursday, the August 26, 2004/Bhadrapada 4, 1926 (Saka)

(Ministries: PrimeMinister; Agroand Rural Industries; Atomic Energy; Coal
and Mines; Communicationsand I nfor mation Technology; Exter nal Affairs;
Labour and Employment; Non-Resident I ndians Affairs; Ocean Development;
Personnel, Public Grievancesand Pensions; Planning; Road Transport and
Highways; Scienceand Technology; Shipping; Small Scalelndustries; Space;
Statisticsand Programme I mplementation)

Total number of questions— 155

Employment generation through
rural industrialisation

12383. SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government propose to
boost up rural industrialisation with the
help of private and public sectors for
uplifting therural standard of living and
generating more opportunities of
employment by establishing better co-
ordination between townsand villages;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) by whenthefinal decisioninthis
regardislikely tobetaken?

L abour migration

2384. SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that dueto inadequate agro-based
industriesalarge scale of labour migration

isoccurringin Chhattisgarhto other States
leadingtotheir exploitationinthose States,

(b) whether Government proposeto
establish some agro-based industriesto
arrestlargescal eof labour migration; and

(c) if so, the number and details of the
industriesthat are proposed or have been
establishedsofarinthe State?

KVIC unitsin Uttaranchal

12385. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
the Minister of AGRO AND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) the details of the unitsset upin
Uttaranchal by the Khadi and Village
IndustriesCommission (KVIC) duringthe
last three years, year-wise;

(b) whether some of theunitsalready
setupby theKVICinthisStatehavebeen
closed;

(c) if so, thetotal number of theunits
closed;

(d) whether Government havefixed any
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target to open new unitsinthe Stateduring
thecurrent plan period; and

(e) if so, thedetailsthereof ?

Financial conditionsof farmers

12386. SHRI VEDPRAKASH P.
GOYAL: Will theMinister of AGROAND
RURAL INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government have
formulated any planto establish agriculture
based industries to provide technical
trainingfor it aswell asto providefinancial
assistance for the establishment of
industries to farmersin order to bring
improvement intheeconomic conditions
of the farmers;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) if not, whether Government are
considering to formulate any planinthis
regard, inthenear future?

Revolvingfundsfor trainingrural
youthin Karnataka

2387. SHRI K. B. KRISHNA
MURTHY : Will the Minister of AGRO
AND RURAL INDUSTRIES bepleased
to state:

(a) whether the State Government of
Karnatakahassought Central assistance
for starting arevolving fundfor training
rural youthinjob-oriented courses;

(b) if so, the amount of Central
assi stance sought; and

(c) the present status of the proposal ?

CrisisintheCoir Industry

2388. SHRI K. CHANDRAN PILLAI:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of

thefact that the Coir Industry isfacing
Seriouscrisis;
(b) whether Government have

contemplated any comprehensiveplanto
tideoverthecrisis;

(c) whether Government havetaken
initiative to put coir as an agricultural
productintheWTOllist; and

(d) if so, the detailsand the results of
suchinitiatives?

Dutiesof Coir Boardin Andhra
Pradesh

2389. SHRI S.M.LALJAN BASHA:
Will theMinister of AGROAND RURAL
INDUSTRIESbepleasedto state:

(a) whether Government haveassigned
specific dutiesto the Coir Board to help
coconutgrowers;

(b) to what extent the Coir Board has
madeitspresencefeltin AndhraPradesh;

(c) thedetail sof suchwork doneby the
Coir Board in helping farmers of Andhra
Pradeshin theyear 2003-04;

(d) whether any funds were made
availableby the Coir Board inthat period;
and

(e) if so, thedetailsthereof ?

Exploration of Mineral Sand in
Kerala

2390. SHRI N.K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the PRIME
MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) thestageat which thejoint venture
project participating NMDP, IRE and
KSIDC for the exploration of mineral sand
of chavarainK eralastandsat present; and

(b) the progressattained inthe proposal
sofar?

TOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Nuclear | sland

2391. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(8) whether Government haveany plan
to make"K oodankulam" aNuclear |sland;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) by when, theK oodankulam Atomic
Power Station would start supplying
power and what would beits capacity?

Transfer of officialsin NCL

12392. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) thedetail s of thosegroup A and B
officialsinthe Jayant project of Northern
Coal FieldsLimited, MadhyaPradeshwho
have been working in the same sections
against thesamepostsandfor thelast 3,5
or 7 years separately;

(b) therulesregarding thetransfer of
Officialsand Engineersworkingin Coal
India;

(c) thereasonsfor notimplementing the
transfer rulesindifferent Coal Fields; and

(d) by whenall the OfficialEngineers
would betransferred as per thetransfer
rules?

Minimum wagesfor labour sof
Basundhara Project, MCL

2393. SHRI JBON ROY: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that contractor's
laboursworking at Basundhara Project,
M.C.L. Sundargarh, are not being paid
minimum wages,

(b) whether itisalsoafact that they

arebeing denied other statutory benefits
too; and

(c) if so, reactions of Governmentin
thematter?

Coal Mines(Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill

12394. SHRI P.K. MAHESHWARI:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether workers unionsfunctioning
in the industry have demanded the
withdrawal of Coal Mines(Nationalisation)
Amendment Bill;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) Government's reaction on this
demand; and

(d) thepointsof thesaid bill onwhich
objectionsarebeing raised andthereasons
therefor?

Coal MinesNationalisation
(Amendment) Bill

2395. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
thePRIMEMINISTER bepleasedto state:

() whether itisafact that Government
have prepared a draft Coal Mines
Nationalisation (Amendment) Bill to
facilitate private participation in the Coal
sector which enables Government togive
coal blocksto private companiesfor captive
mining;

(b) if so, the salient features of the
proposedamendment;

(c) whether consultations have been
madewiththerepresentativesconcerned
inthisregard; and

(d) if so, the outcome of the
consultations?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Use of obsoletetechnology in mining

2396. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it isafact that Rs. 4000
croresof FDI hasbeen approvedinthe
mining sector, recently;

(b) if so0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether it is a fact that due to
obsol etetechnol ogy used by Indian miners,
thecountry hasbeendeficientinhigh-value
minerals, and

(d) thetotal mineral production of the
country during the last three years;
year-wise?

Cooking Coal reserves

2397. SHRI R. K. ANAND: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

() whetheritisafact that good quality
cooking coal reserveshavedepleted and
thewasheriesarenot getting coal of superior
quality indesired quantity toyield clean
coal;and

(b) if so, the action Government
proposeto takein the matter?

Privateinvestment in minesand
miner alssector

12398. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether Government haveallowed
privateinvestmentinminesand minerals
sector;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof, State-wise;

(c)if not, thereasonstherefor?

LossestoECL,BCCL andCCL

12399. SHRI P. K. MAHESHWARI:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether E.C.L., B.C.C.L. and
C.C.L. aresuffering losses continuously
for thelast threeyears;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) in what manner Government
contemplateto solvethisproblem?

Royalty for miningof Ligniteat
Neyveli

2400. SHRI T.T.V. DHINAKARAN:
Will thePRIME MINISTER bepleasedto
state:

(a) whether itisafact that theroyalty
for mining of Ligniteat Neyveli in Tamil
Nadu wastaken several yearsin advance
by the Government of Tamil Nadu during
1996—2001;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) theroyalty for Lignite dueto be
givento Tamil Nadu ason date?

Illegal occupation of SECL land

12401. SHRI RAMADHAR
KASHYAP: Will thePRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state:

(a) thenamesof thepersonswhohave
illegally occupied the S.E.C.L. land in
Ghevra/Dipika areaalongwith the area
thereof;and

(b) theactiontakenby S.E.C.L.toget
theland vacated?

TOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



Privatisation of Coal mining

2402. DR.T. SUBBARAMI REDDY:
SHRIMATI PREMA
CARIAPPA:

Will thePRIMEMINISTER bepleased
to state:

(a) whether Coal users make astrong
case for privatisation of mining to deal
with the shortage of Coal in asustained
manner;

(b) whether thisissuewasdiscussed at
ahigher level meeting convened with the
representatives from the Ministries of
Power, Steel, Railways, Fertilizersbesides
coal users,

(c) whether Government have decided
to open up mining sector to private and
foreigninvestment and haveapprovedRs.
4000 croresof FDI in Coal sector; and

(d) if so, towhat extent these decisions
would help to meet deficitin high value
minerals?

Coal productioninthecountry

2403. SHRI SANTOSH
BAGRODIA:
SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) whether thedemand of coal inthe
country is fully met by the domestic
production;

(b) thedetailsregarding themine-wise
production and the country's annual
demand of coal; and

(c) thedetailsof import of coal for the
lastthreeyears?

Land allotted by SECL toex-
servicemen

12404. SHRI RAMADHAR
KASHYAP: Will thePRIME MINISTER
be pleasedto state:

(a) thenumber of houses, workshops,
shopsandlandallotted by S.E.C.L.toex-
servicemen; and

(b) thedetail sthereof and thebasisfor
allottingland acquired for the purpose of
cod mining?

Stepstaken by Mahanadi Coalfields
for back fillingand rehabilitation

2405. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHA-
PATRA: Will the PRIMEMINISTER be
pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by Mahanadi
Coalfields Limitedfor back filling and full
rehabilitation of excavated mines; and

(b) thereasonsfor very slow and tardy
progressin such rehabilitation and the
remedial measures proposed to betaken
thereon?

Availability of fundsin mining sector

2406. SHRI JBON ROY: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Coal India
Limited has posted agrossprofit of Rs.
3700 croresin 2003-04;

(b) whether Government areawarethat
fund crunch may lead to coal scarcity in
future;and

(c) if so, how Government proposeto
meet thedemand of fundinminingsectors?
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Import of high quality coal

2407. SHRI S.M.LALJAN BASHA:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased
to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Government
are importing high quality coal from
Australiaandother countries;

(b) if so, whether such quality isnot
availableinthecountry;

(c) whether any effort hasbeen madeto
improvecoal quality inthecountry;

(d) theexploration effortsgoing onin
thisregard;
(e) whether any agreementsbeensigned

withforeign companiestointensify thehigh
quality coal exploration efforts; and

(f) thedetail sthereof ?

VRSinBSNL and M TNL

12408. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
introducevoluntary retirement schemein
Bharat Sanchar NigamLtd. and Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Ltd.;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisafact that MTNL had
introduced voluntary retirement schemefor
itsemployeesworkinginitsofficessituated
in Delhi and Mumbai;

(d) if so, present statusthereof; and

(e) by when, Government would
completely ban voluntary retirement
scheme?

Development of C-DAC

2409. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritis afact that theMinistry
in co-ordination with the C-DAC has
devel oped cyber forensic techniqueto deal
withthecyber crimes;

(b) if so, thedetail sof the softwaretools
that have been devel oped by the C-DAC;

(c) whether the softwaretoolsalso help
inanalysing the other crimes, apart from
cyber crimes; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Publicawar enessprogrammein
Himachal Pradesh

12410. SHRI KRIPAL PARMAR:
Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that aproposal
regarding "Introduction of Information
Technology for Public Awareness in
Himachal Pradesh" had been sent tothe
Additional Director, Department of
Information and Technology by the
Director, Information and Public Relations,
Himachal Pradeshvidetheir letter dated
the 30th October, 2002 for approval so
that the information regarding various
markets(mandis) inthecountry couldbe
provided tothe farmersof the Stateand an
awarenesscould becreated amongst general
public about Government'sdevel opment
and welfare programme; and

(b) if so, what further action hasbeen
takenthereonandby when, afinal decision
islikely to betakeninthisregard?
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Recruitmentin TCIL

2411. SHRI PYARELAL KHANDEL -
WAL: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of Staff recruited in
TelephoneConsultancy IndiaLimited after
thetake over of the present CMD;

(b) whether guidelinesof theCV Chave
been followed in Campus recruitment;
and

(c) the details regarding above
recruitmentsand how muchturnover have
increased?

BSNL 'soperationin Delhi and

Mumbai
2412. SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR:
Will the Minister of

COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the BSNIL iskeento operate
itsservicesin Delhi and Mumbai Metro
Circuitsand the MTNL wantsto expand
itsreach beyond Delhi and Mumbai Metro
Aress,

(b) if so, whether these proposals, if
implemented, would lead to competition
between the two State-owned telecom
companiesto the advantage of private
players; and

(c) whether Government would
consider mergingbothBSNL and MTNL
to counter the stiff competition posed
by privatetelecom companies, bothin
Delhi and Mumbai and also all over the
country ?

Cyber crimes

2413. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) thedetailsof cyber crimesregistered
inthecountry sincel T and other related
Actscameintoforce, year-wise;

(b) whetheritisafact that cyber crimes
areon increase during thelast coupl e of
years;

(c)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and

(d) what preventive mechanism
Government haveto counter cyber crimes
inthecountry?

Expansion of mobilenetwork

12414. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleasedto state:

(a) whether Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited is formulating any scheme for
expansion of itsmobilenetwork;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the
expenditureto beincurred thereon; and

(c) thetotal amount to beincurred on
theexpansion of telecommunicationinthe
States of Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh and thetarget set for providing
new tel ephoneconnections?

Compassionateappointment

12415. SHRI ABU ASIM AZMI: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleasedto state:

(a) thenames, designation and date of
demiseof deceased employeesindifferent
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officesof Chief Post Master General, Delhi
Circlewhose dependants could not be
provided with employment on
compassionateground by theDepartment
duringthelastthreeyearsandtill the 31st
July, 2004,

(b) thenamesand addressesof persons
whosecaseshavebeenaccepted or rejected
duringtheabovesaid period; and

(c) by when those persons would be
taken on employment whose caseshave
been accepted and afinal actionwould be
takeninthematter of thosewhose cases
have been rejected?

Unified licensingregime

2416. SHRI ABANI ROY: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether TRAI hasrecommended
that all kind of telecom and mediaservices
can be provided to the consumersfrom a
singlepipeunder aunifiedlicensingregime;

(b) if s0, thedetail sof recommendations
madeby TRAI inthisregard,;

(c) whether Government haveexamined
the recommendations and propose to
implement in atime bound period; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Victimisation of officebearersof SC/
ST EmployeesAssociation

2417. SHRI VIJAY J. DARDA: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleasedto state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
thefact that officebearersof MTNL SC/
ST Employees Welfare Association are
being victimised asthey are demanding
justiceanddial oguewiththeM anagement

togetredressal of their grievances;

(b) if so, whether any representation to
thiseffect hasbeenreceived; and

(c) what isthenatureof grievancesand
the action taken to redressthe same?

Rectification of cable

2418. SHRI DARA SINGH
CHAUHAN: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to refer to answer to Starred
Question 277 givenintheRajyaSabhaon
the 7th August, 2003 and state:

() whether Government areawarethat
the damaged portion of the cable from
Nalandato Daman K handahaseven now
not been rectified/replaced,;

(b) whether Government arealso aware
that anumber of telephonesstill continue
toremain non-functional/out of order for
monthstogether;

(c) whether concerned officers, mostly
beinglocal do not pay any attentiontothe
complaints; and

(d) if so, what action Government would
taketo ensurethat the damaged portion of
thecableisactually replacedand consumers
get satisfactory service?

Green Card Scheme

2419. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Germany
has extended Green Card Scheme for
Overseas Information Technology
specialiststowork in Germany;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;
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(c) whether any limit has been
prescribed for issue of work permits under
the Green Card Scheme; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Mail Processing

2420. SHRI RAMA MUNI REDDY
SIRIGIREDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether itis afact that to ensure
adedicated mail transmission systemto
cater to the special customer needs, local
mail has been segmented from non-local
mail;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) what mechanism the Postal
Department is adopting in mail
processing with thehelp of Information
Technology?

Underseacableby VSNL

2421. SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA
RAO: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that VSNL has,
recently, started working on laying 3175
kms. of underseacableinthelndian seabed
between Indiaand Singapore;

(b) if so, the details of bandwidth
capacity of thecable; and

(c) by when, theprojectisexpectedto
be compl eted and becomecommercially
operative?

Illegal telephoneexchanges

2422. SHRI ABANI ROY: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
theillegal telephoneexchangesoperatingin
several parts of the country;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether the officialsof the VSNL
andtheBSNL areinvolvedin running such
illegal telephoneexchanges;

(d) if so, thefactsthereof; and

(e) the strategies to be adopted to
unearthfunctioning of suchillegal telephone
exchangesand al so to book the official s of
VSNL/BSNL?

Illegal telephone exchange

2423. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether ateam of officialsof DoT
and MTNL raided premises on the
6th August, 2004 near Kalkaji Bus Depot
in South Delhi and unearthed anillegal
telephoneexchangerunningthere;

(b) if so, thedetailsinregardthereto;

(c) the particulars of personsarrested
inthisconnection;

(d) theloss Government have suffered,
sofar, duetotheillegal international phone
callsmadethroughtheillegal telephone
exchange;and

(e) the measures Government have
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takentocurbtheflourishingInternational
Phone Calls market and the extent of
successachievedintheseefforts?;

Reductionin|SD/STDrates

2424. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether BSNL have recently
reducedtheratesof |SD and STD calls;

(b) if so, the detail s thereof vis-a-vis
earlierrates,

(c) whether MTNL has not offered
similar reductioninratesthereby depriving
the subscribers of Delhi and Mumbai of
reductioninrates;

(d) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(e) by when, MTNL is likely to
similarly reducetherates?

Foreigninvestment

12425. PROF. M.M. AGARWAL.: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) the details of theinvestment made
by foreign companies in the field of
Communicationnetwork developmentin
various Statesof thecountry;

(b) the number of proposalsreceived
fromtheforeign companiesby Government
inthefield of Communicationin North-
Eastern Statesduringthelast threeyears
and the number of proposal s sanctioned
therefrom, and;

(c) thetarget set for investment during
thefirsttwoyearsof theTenth FiveY ear
Planperiodinthisregard andthedetail sof
theinvestment actually made State-wise?

M obileconnections

12426. SHRI BALAWANT ALIAS
BAL APTE: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of functional Mobile
Connection (Excel) of Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited at present;

(b) whether the said serviceisavailable
on demand;

(c) if not, the State-wise number of
personson thewaiting-list; and

(d) the details of the proposal
formulatedto copeupwiththelargenumber
thereof?

Inclusion of broadband in thedefinition
of infrastructurefacility

2427. SHRIMATI KAMLA
MANHAR:
PROF. ALKA BALRAM
KSHATRIYA:
SHRI ANAND SHARMA:
SHRIMATI PREMA
CARIAPPA:
SHRI DHARAM PAL
SABHARWAL.:

Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY bepleasedto state:

(a) whether Telecom industry has
demanded that broadband should be
includedinthedefinitionof infrastructure
facility under Section 80 (Al)4 (1) of
IncomeTax Actand accordingly begiven
ten year tax exemption;

(b) if so, Government'sreactionthereto;

(c) the detail s of the other major sops
given/proposedto begiventobroadband
servicesby TRAI?
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e-post and e-bill post

2428. SHRI C. PERUMAL: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONSAND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleasedto state:

(a) whether new initiativeslike'e-post'
and'e-bill post' havebeenintroducedinthe
post offices; and

(b) if so, theresponsefromthe Public
and the revenue generated therefrom
during the period since the inception of
theschemes?

Delay in delivery of mails

2429. SHRIMATI KUM KUM RALI:
Will theMinister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
bepleasedto state:

(@) whether it is a fact that even
Registered L ettersare also deliberately
delayedfor petty tipsby postmeninsub-
urban areasof North Bihar;

(b) if not, the reasons for delayed
delivery of Registered Letters to the
addressees after thelapse of nine/ten days
at Bhikhanpura District Muzaffarpur
(Bihar) through K habraPost Office;

(c) whether itisalso afact that during
themonth of June, 2004, such caseshave
beenreportedinthisregard,;

(d) whether there were earlier
complaintsagai nst Post Office/postmen of
thisPost Officeal so; and

(e)if so, thedetail sthereof andtheaction
takento prevent suchrecurrences?

Prompt deliveryof postcar dsand
envelopes

2430. SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the fact that ordinary postcards and
envelopesarenot delivered in areasonable
time to the concerned persons in the
Districtsof U.P. especially in Allahabad;
and

(b) if so, the detail sthereof and what
steps Government propose to take for
prompt delivery of the postcards and
envelopes?

Telephonefacilitiesin villages

12431. SHRI BALAWANT ALIAS
BAL APTE: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) thenumber of villagesinthecountry
wheretelephonefacility hasbeenprovided
duringthelast threeyearsandtill date;

(b) total number of villageswhich are
still out of reach of thisfacility;

(c) whether the Government have
formulated any phased time bound to
provide the telephone connections of
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited inthesaid
villages;and

(d) if so, thetotal fundsmadeavailable
orthesame?
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Telephonefaultin AndhraPradesh

2432. SHRINANDI YELLAIAH: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(@) number of telephones, thefault
of which could not berepaired for more
than seven days, in Andhra Pradesh and
areasfalling under Hyderabad District
Telecom during the years 2001-02,
2002-03 and 2003-04, even in the midst
of lodging complaints by the customers;

(b) whether Governmentwouldassure
of taking preventiveandremedial stepsto
reducethis seven daysperiod and bring a
drastic reductionin faulty functioning of
telephones;

(c)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and
(d) if not, thereasonstherefor?

Rental concession on landline
telephones

2433. SHRI KARNENDU
BHATTACHARJEE: Will theMinister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be
pleased to state:

(a) the details of the senior citizens
granted rental concession on landline
telephonesin Delhi duringthelast oneyear;

(b) the number of casesstill pending as
on the 30th June, 2004;

(c) by when, they would be finalised;

(d) whether Government areconsidering
to extend such concessionto other States
also, if so, State-wisedetailsthereof and
by when, it would beimple mented?

Freetelephonesfor inter net service

2434, SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposeto
givefreetelephone connectionsfor internet
service;and

(b) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Tuticorin-Colomboferry service

2435. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that theHon'ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu had written
to the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
opposing the proposed Tuticorin-Colombo
ferry service citing the activities of the
banned Liberation Tigersof Tamil Elam
(LTTE);

(b) whether it isalso afact that the
benefits of the proposed Ferry Servicein
termsof tradewould beminimal andwould
belargely symbolicandthat theavailability
of acheapferry servicewouldfurther give
a fillip to drug smuggling apart from
attracting potential asylum seekers; and

(c) whether itisalsotruethat the said
Ferry Service proposal wasdeferred earlier
by the Government whentheHon'ble Chief
Minister had opposed the said move?

Jobsfor AmericaAct

2436. SHRIRAMA MUNIREDDY
SIRIGIREDDY:
SHRI K.RAMA MOHANA
RAO:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

(a) whether it isafact that US have
introducedthejobsfor AmericaAct;
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(b) if so, the salient featuresthereof;

(c) towhat extent it would hel p/affect
thelndian T professionalswhodesireto
gotoUSA?

Official level talksbetween Indiaand
Pakistan

2437. SHRI MOOLCHAND MEENA:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) whether Indiaand Pakistan have
agreed to hold official level talksinthe
month of August, 2004;

(b) if so, main pointsthat have been
discussed sofar;

(c) whether many of the problemshave
beensolved;

(d) if so, what are the issues still
outstanding; and

(e) by when, final decisionislikely to
betaken?

Proliferation of Weaponsof M ass
Destruction

2438. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(@) whether Government intend to
control the proliferation of Weapons of
MassDestruction (WM Ds) which damage
law and order and political stability;

(b) if so, whether the Customs Officials
lack awareness and trai ning because of
highly sensitivenatureof thetechnol ogy;

(c) whether the United States, under
directionsof theUN Security Council, has
started to organiseworkshopsand train
Indian Custom officials in detecting

WM Dsto check itstransnational smuggling
andproliferation;

(d) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(e) whoisgoingto fundthetraining
programme, the US or the UN?

Truck drivershostagecrisis

2439. SHRI DATTA MEGHE: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government areawarethat
Indiansare being sent to Irag from third
countriesasisclear from case of three
Indiantruck driverstaken hostageinIrag;

(b) whether Government havetaken any
measures to stop giving emigration
clearancefor Jordan, Kuwait and UAE
fromwhere many Indian head to Irag;

(c) if so, thedetail sthereof;

(d) whether the security situationisnot
congenia towork inlrag; and

(e) if so, themeasurestaken to appeal
toall Indiansnot to go thereand also to
comeback if they areinlraq?

Unsafe atomic establishments

12440. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that asolutionto
the danger of Atomic war between India
and Pakistan has been found out;

(b) if so, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether Government are aware of
thefact that the Atomic Establishmentsin
Pakistan are not safe and they arewithin
reach of theterrorists; and

(d) if so, thearrangementsbeing made
by Government to deal withthissituation?

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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Discrimination in thenameof air port
security

2441. DR. ALLADI P. RAKKUMAR:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

(a) whether harassment and active
discriminationagainst Asianand other non
whitesinthe name of airport security has
beenreported by aDelhi Architect woman
inJuly, 2004; and

(b) if so, the action taken to take up
the matter with the appropriate
counterpartsin Austriafor redressal of
suchincidents?

Invalidating Indian passportsfor Iraq

2442. SHRI TARIQANWAR: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whetheritisafact that Government
havedecided not to makethe passports of
Indiansvalidfor Irag for thetimebeing;

(b) if so, thereasonstherefor; and

(c) thenumber of peopletobeaffected
by thisdecision?

India'sclaim for permanent seat in
UN Security Council

2443. SHRI SHAHID SIDDIQUI : Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether itisafact that Germany is
backing India'sclaimfor apermanent seat
inthe UN Security Council;

(b) which arethe other countrieswhich
has promised to back Indiaon thisissue;
and

(c) whether Government havediscussed
thisissue with USA, if so, what is the
responseof United States?

M eeting of Foreign Minister s of
SAARC countries

2444, SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether ameeting of Foreign
Ministersof SAARC countrieswasheld
in Islamabad from July 18, 2004
onwards;

(b) whether any agendafor theensuing
SAARC Summit wasdecided uponinthis
meeting; and

(c) whether Pakistan underscored the
need for inclusion of peace and security
issuesfor the SAARC to emergeasavibrant
organization, if so, what was India's stand
inregardthereto?

Bilateral talkswith Pakistan

2445, SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA : Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleasedto state:

(a) whether any bilateral negotiation
have taken place with Pakistanin the
recent past at the Secretary and
Ministerial levels;

(b) detailsof theissuesdiscussed at the
respectivelevels;

(c) whether in the past Pakistan was
provided with alist of twenty fugitives
hidinginthat country with arequest to
extraditethem in order to bring themto
justiceinlndia;

(d) wastheissue of extradition of these
fugitives included in the recent
discussiong/interactionswith the Pakistani
authorities;

(e) if so, the outcomethereof; and
(f) if not, thereasons therefor?
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Streamlining of passport issue
procedure

2446. SHRI SM.LALJAN BASHA :
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSbepleased to state:

(a) the number of passportsissuedin
the country intheyear 2003-04;

(b) thenumber of passportsissuedin
theyear 2003-04indifferent cities, giving
the respective number of passportsissued
andthenamesof thecitieswheretheoffices
werebased;

(c) whether Government areawarethat
ordinary peoplearebeing harassed and
heckled at most regional passport offices;
and

(d) in what manner Government

propose to streamline the issuance of
passports?

Official policy to deal with hostage
situation

2447. SHRI MANOJ
BHATTACHARY A: Will theMinister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government haveinplace
any set official policy to deal with the
hostage situation by domesticandforeign
terrorists;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) if not, thereasonstherefor; and

(d) whether thereisany proposal to
formulatebasic guidelinesto deal thecases

of hostageswhich of late, have started
increasing andif not, thereasonstherefor?

India'spolicy towardsWest Asia

2448. SHRI MANOJ BHATTA -
CHARYA : Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(@) whether therehave been aparadigm

shiftinIndia's policy towardsthe West
Asig;and

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof and reasons
therefor?

Normsfor UScitizenship

2449. SHRI MANOJ
BHATTACHARY A : Will theMinister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether theU.S. Administration has
set very rigorousnormsfor theimmigrants
who intend to adopt the U.S. citizenship;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) Government'sreactionthereto?

BIMST-EC summit

2450. SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI : Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) thedetailsof thebenefitsderived by
India in the recently held BIMST-EC
Summitin Bangkok;

(b) whether any Free Trade Agreements
(FTAS) hasbeen signed inthe Summit;

(c)if so, thedetail sthereof ; and

(d) inwhat manner would it help the
Indianindustry?

SAARC Summit

2451. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether ajoint declaration was
signed and issued after the conclusion of
the SAARC Summit held at Islamabad in
January thisyear; and

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof andtowhat
extent it isexpected toimprove bilateral
relations between Indiaand Pakistan?
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SAARC Summitinlslamabad

2452. SHRI DARA SINGH : Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any meeting of the SAARC
Council of MinisterswasheldinJuly, 2004
atlslamabad;

(b) what arethedetail sof Agendalissues
raised at 25th Session of SAARC Foreign
Ministers, particularly by India'sForeign
Minister; and

(c) what wastheoutcomeof discussions
heldinPakistanandthedetail sof thefuture
agendadrawn up by Council of Ministers
for next SAARC meeting?

|sraeli Trade Consulatein Mumbai

2453. SHRI LALIT SURI: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether | srael hasdecidedtoopena
TradeConsulateinMumbai;

(b) if so, by when, the Consulateis
expected to start functioning;

(c) whether Indiahas also decided to
openaTrade Consulatein Israel; and

(d) if so, thename of the placeand by
when, thesamewould start functioning?

Arrest of fishermenin neighbouring
countries

2454. SHRI R.KAMARAJ: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleasedto state:

(a) thenumber of fishermen arrested by
our neighbouring countriestill now;

(b) what remedial actions, likeproviding
compensation to poor fishermenwho are
indeepgrief duetolossof their boats, have
been taken by Government to savethe
familiesof poor fishermen; and

(c) thenumber of fishermen released by
thosecountriestill now and thetotal number
of fishermen <till under imprisonment during
thelasttenyears?

Associating Chinawith SAARC

2455. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
bepleased to state:

(a) whether during therecent SAARC
ForeignMinisters meetin |slamabad the
question of associating Chinawith SAARC
for integrated economic development of the
regionwasconsidered;

(b) if so, thedecisiontakeninthisregard;
(c) thestepstakensofarinthisregard?

Visit of foreign Minister to Pakistan

2456. SHRI KALRAJMISHRA: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether hevisited | slamabad from
July, 19 onwards;

(b) if so, the issues discussed with
Pakistanduringthevisit;

(c) theoutcomethereof, indicating the
Agreements/Memorandum of Under-
standing signedthere; and

(d) the stepstaken and beingtaken by
Governmentinthelight thereof?

Fishermen in Pakistan custody

2457. SHRI N.K. PREMA-
CHANDRAN: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

() whether Government areawarethat
thesix fishermenemployedinthe Sultanate
of Oman were reported missing and | ater
learnt to have been under the custody of
Pakistani Government; and

(b) whether Government haveinitiated
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any steps so far for their release from
Pakistan, if so, thedetail sthereof ?

Extension of Tawaghat-Gunji road to
facilitate K ailash M ansar ovar
pilgrims

12458. SHRI HARISH RAWAT: Will
theMinister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether thereisany proposal to
extend Tawaghat-Gunji road, presently
under construction, upto Sialekhtofacilitate
thetravel of KailashMansarovar pilgrims
coming from various parts of the country
andabroad;

(b) if so, thedetail sthereof; and

(c) if not, the steps Government are
taking to makethispath convenient onthe
linesof path availablethrough China?

Power project in Bhutan

2459. SHRI GIREESH KUMAR
SANGHI: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSbepleasedtostate:

(a) whether it is afact that a power
projectisto beset upinBhutan aspart of
the Indo-Bhutan Cooperation;

(b) if s0, the detail sthereof;

(c) whether itisgoingto help Indiain
any manner; and

(d) if so, the detail sthereof ?

Indiansin Iraq after USinvasion

12460. SHRI UDAY PRATAPSINGH
: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRSDbepleased to state:

(a) thenumber of Indianswhowent to
Iraq after USinvasionthere; and

(b) themeasurestaken by Government
to protect Indiansin Irag?

Housing schemefor beedi workersin
Orissa
2461. SHRI PYARIMOHAN
MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of beedi workersinthe
State of Orissaand the number for which
funds have been sanctioned under the
relevant housing scheme; and

(b) whether itisafact that theprogress
under the scheme hasbeen slow in Orissa,
and if so, the reasons therefor and the
remedial measures proposed to betaken
alongwiththetime-frameinregardthereto?

Schemefor agricultural workers

12462. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOYMENT bepleasedtorefer tothe
answer to Starred Question 250 giveninthe
RajyaSabhaonthe22nd July, 2004 and state:

(a) the State-wise details of fifty
districtsselected on experimental basisand
thecriteriaadoptedfor suchselection;

(b) by when, unorganised sector
workers social security scheme, 2004
would beimplemented;

(c) whether the Central Government
would takeany concreteinitiativefor the
welfareof agricultura workersincasethere
isdifference of opinion among the States
onthisissue; and

(d) if not, thedetail sthereof?

District level vocational training
system

2463. SHRI S.P.M. SYED KHAN : Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOYMENT bepleasedto state:

(a) thereasonsfor delay in setting up of
digtrict-level vocationa training system; and

tOriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.



