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Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture and Food Processing Industries and
President of the ICAR Society, Shri Sharad Pawar Ji, Ministers of
Agriculture from States and distinguished members of the Society;
members of the ICAR Governing Body; my colleagues, Minister of State,
Shri Tariq Anwar; Dr Ayyappan, Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR; Shri
Arvind Kaushal, Additional Secretary, DARE and Secretary, ICAR; Shri P.K.
Pujari, Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor, DARE; special invitees,
Officials of the Council, Representatives of Press and Media, Ladies and
Gentlemen!

It is my pleasure to welcome all the members of the ICAR Society and
distinguished guests to 85" Annual General Meeting and wish you a very
Happy New Year-2014. The ICAR is approaching 85" year of its journey in the
service of agriculture, farmers and the nation. It goes to the credit of the
national leadership, be it political or research, the dedication of the scientific
community and of course, the sweat and hard work of the farmers, that
transformed the state of Indian agriculture with multi-faceted developments
which strengthened our food security. | feel that feeding a population of over a
billion and also maintaining an upward trend in food exports, is a feat to be
lauded by one and all.

As the journey of ICAR continues, new challenges also keep emerging.
The climate change, natural resource degradation, second generation problems,
emergence of new host-parasite complex, concerns of bio-safety, changing
trade regimes, competitiveness of farm produce, and improving farm income,
are a few of them. Under these circumstances, our efforts on research,
education and technology dissemination have to go on vigorously. Innovations
in approach for generating innovative technologies supported by adequate
investments, hold the key to sustainability of agricultural growth and
development.

Sir, under your able and visionary leadership, spanning nearly a decade,
not only the ICAR, but agriculture in the country has witnessed an all-round
growth and development. The foundation has been laid for upstream research
with the establishment of new state-of-the-art institutions for agricultural
biotechnology and biotic and abiotic stresses. The addition of Krishi Vigyan
Kendras, raising their number to 637 in the country, has improved the



effectiveness of outreach programmes. The new initiatives, National Initiative
on Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA) and National Agricultural Innovation
Project (NAIP) launched during X and Xl Plans, have given the desired results.
It is good to see that the agricultural production in the country continues to
increase steadily with an infusion of new technologies.

The Twelfth Plan aims at poverty reduction and inclusive growth which is
broad-based, provides significant improvement in health outcomes, universal
access to school for children, increased access to higher education and
improved standards of education, including skill development. Today, the
majority of the youth of rural areas are migrating to urban areas in search of
gainful employment which is a matter of great concern. The reason is that the
profit margin from farming is declining or is not at par with other sources of
employment. The question before us, therefore, is how to make agriculture an
attractive enterprise for the youth and help to save our agriculture? Our
institutions of higher agricultural education have introduced programmes for
entrepreneurial and skill development, a right step in this direction.

| am sure that esteemed members of the ICAR Society, representing
different states of the country, would share their views on issues confronting
the agricultural development and also take necessary initiatives to make
agriculture an instrument of bringing rural prosperity.

My best wishes for a successful AGM.

Thank you!



