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Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture and Food Processing Industries and
President of the ICAR Society, Shri Sharad Pawar Ji, Ministers of
Agriculture from States and distinguished members of the Society;
members of the ICAR Governing Body; my colleagues, Minister of State,
Dr Charan Das Mahant; Dr S. Ayyappan, Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR;
Shri Arvind Kaushal, Additional Secretary, DARE and Secretary, ICAR; Shri
P.K. Pujari, Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor, DARE; special
invitees, senior officials of the Council, Representatives of press and
media, Ladies and Gentlemen!

It is my pleasure to welcome all the members of the ICAR Society and
distinguished guests to 85" Annual General Meeting and wish you a very
Happy New Year-2014. Your continued interest and constructive ideas have
contributed in formulation of innovative, demand driven research programmes
to generate technologies for overcoming constraints to enhance agricultural
productivity and production.

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has completed over
eight decades of service to the nation and as a vibrant organization, continues
to generate technologies for sustained agricultural development in the country.
The Agricultural Scientists Recruitment Board, an important wing of the ICAR,
mandated for selecting appropriate and competitive human resources for the
organization, has also completed 40 years.

Sir, under your able and visionary leadership, the Council has established
new institutions of agricultural research and education, reoriented the
functioning of some institutes, added new KVKs to reach farmers in the remote
corners of the country, launched several new initiatives and fostered new
partnerships at the national and international level. Sir, the financial allocations
for the XII Plan are twice as that of Xl Plan and your personal interactions
with the scientists have ignited the spark of creativity in the young minds.

It is good to know that the production of major food items such as cereals,
pulses, fruits, vegetables, milk, meat, eggs and fish are likely to be the highest
so far. Generation and adoption of new technologies have resulted in significant
productivity gains. Given the limitations on the expansion of area under
cultivation, the main source of long-term output growth is improvement in yield.



While increased productivity is an essential component of a vibrant
agricultural sector, improved post-harvest handling and processing is essential
to ensure value addition, reduction in wastage and transporting good quality
products to markets. Food Processing Sector forms an important segment of
the Indian economy in terms of its contribution to GDP. The sector contributes
as much as 9-10 per cent of GDP in Agriculture and Manufacturing sector. Too
often, even when the yields are high, producers lose income due to poor
postharvest practices. With a huge production base, India can easily become
one of the leading food suppliers to the world, while at the same time serving
vast growing domestic market of over a billion people. In this endeavour, we
have launched several schemes to develop infrastructure for cold chain,
storage, value addition, mega food parks and modernization of abattoirs to
support the food processing industry.

The production environment is changing at a rapid pace. There are threats
to agriculture on account of likely changes in the climate; deterioration in
availability and quality of natural resources, especially soil and water;
emergence of new plant pathogens; depleting reserves of fossil fuel; new global
regulations for international research collaboration and partnerships. We need
to address new concerns to strengthen and sustain our agriculture. This calls
for application of modern-day science, techniques and tools as well as higher
levels of investment in R&D including human resource development.

The ICAR has now 637 KVKs spread across the country to showcase
production potential of different technologies and also for assessing, refining
and demonstrating new technologies and products developed by the National
Agricultural Research System (NARS). The Extension has to be a combination
of strategies for augmenting workforce to support delivery of extension services
to the farmers, together with adopting innovative approaches. We need to
explore and utilize potential of ICTs and synergies through Public-Public and
Public-Private Partnerships to improve transfer of technology to the end users.

| wish the AGM and ICAR all success.

Thankyou !



