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Tel.: 23382629; 23386711 Fax: 91-11-23384773 
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Dated the 30 December, 2014 

Greetings to You and Your Families for a Happy & Productive, Swachh evam Swasth and 
Prosperous New Year, 2015. 

The year 2014, was an eventful year for the Indian NARES as also for agriculture. In one 
of the first interactions, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India received the presentation on DARE/ICAR 
in June, 2014, with both appreciation and suggestions for R&D in agriculture. The late revival of 
monsoon improved kharifprospects, but unprecedented floods in the state of Jammu & Kashmir 
and the cyclone, Hudhud in Andhra Pradesh and Odisha challenged the farming activities. Our 
appreciation to all colleagues in the ICAR Institutes and State Agricultural Universities, who 
contributed to restoration work in various ways. These extreme climatic events a Iso warrant 
agriculture to be climate-resilient, for which our efforts with NICRA have set an example, with 
over 580 District Contingency Plans duly addressing the monsoon concerns in agriculture during 
this year. 

Family NARES generated cost-effective farm technologies that have been making positive 
impact on the productivity and quality of farm produce. Release of over 160 improved 
varieties/hybrids of different crops enhanced the yield potential and stress tolerance/resistance 
in diverse agro-ecological regions of the country. To name a few, HD 3086 and HD 3090 wheat 
varieties resistant to yellow and brown rusts; Chickpea GNG 1958; Soybean JS 20-29; Indian 
mustard DRMRIJ 31 and Pusa Mustard; first ever vegetable variety of Kale - KTK64, are potential 
releases for cultivation. Over 9000 tonnes of breeder seeds were produced for a faster spread of 
improved crop varieties. In our efforts to safeguard global food security for the future 
generations, India joined the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. In cutting edge science, draft sequence 
of bread-wheat genome was deciphered and high ranking progeny tested bull Rajat was cloned 
from frozen semen somatic cell of a bull that died a decade back. Shrimp (L. vannamei) farming 
in inland saline areas of Haryana opened new avenues. 

We had the privilege of receiving the Hon'ble President at the Conference of ICAR 
Directors and Vice-Chancellors of SAUs in January, 2014. Shri Narendra Modi ji, Hon'ble Prime 
Minister of India, graced the 86th ICAR Foundation Day Celebrations in New Delhi, in July, 2014. 
The Hon'ble Prime Minister called upon the agricultural research community to develop 
technologies for 'more crop per drop', ensure soil health, promote mechanization of small farms, 
improve farmers' income, usher protein revolution through enhancing pulse production, make 
India self-reliant in edible oils, meet information needs of farmers through community radio and 
transfer technologies through a 'Lab to Land' approach. The Director General ofthe FAO, Dr. Jose 
Graziano da Silva, visited the ICAR and interacted with agricultural scientists, when he was 
conferred the D.Sc. (h.c.) by the IARI and Fellowship by the National Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences (NAAS). 
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